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FOREWORD
All of the photos were taken by us – Daniel
Wieczorek and Kazuya Numazawa. If you
ever see any of these photographs on display with claims under a different name,
please let us know.
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The purpose of this series of books is to
show you some places where you can go
and see some wonderfully picturesque flowers and scenes during the four seasons of
the year in Japan. We shall start with winter
and work our way through spring, summer
and finally autumn. Many of the photos to
be found in this book were taken in Tokyo.
You have to understand that Tokyo, Japan
is much more than a city. Governmentally
it is treated as a separate Prefecture (a state
in the USA). Tokyo is 2,187 sq. km (844 sq.
mi). The east to west length of Tokyo is
about 83 km (52 mi) and the north to south
width is about 20 km (12 mi). The elevation
ranges from sea level to 2,017 meters (6,617
feet) and this book shall take you to both
extremes.

This series of books will take you as far
north as you can go on Hokkaido, the
Northern Island, as well as to Akita, Aomori,
Fukushima, Gifu, Gunma, Kanagawa, Nagano, Niigata, Saitama, Shizuoka, Tochigi,
Toyama, Yamagata and Yamanashi Prefectures.
In some cases a particular place has been
photographed in more than one season and
in some of those cases we will try to place
the multi-season photos on the same or the
following page.

We try to get out virtually every weekend,
although sometimes we are hampered by
poor weather, poor health or some other
problem and we end up staying at home.
We hope that you will find some photographs herein which will excite your imagination and make you want to come to Japan
and tour around to some of the places you
see here.
In some cases we are purposefully vague as
to the precise locations where a flower was
found. Plant theft is a very real problem in
Japan and we are afraid to tell you where we
find some of the less common flowers.
By the way, I (Daniel) did all of the writing
and Kazuya did a fair percentage of the
photography. So, do not be surprised from
time to time when you see references such
as “Kazuya” and “that’s me…”.
Maybe you noticed that the print edition of
this complete book was published in 2011,
but it is just being broken into a 3 Volume
set in 2015. The reason is simple enough –
it is in hopes of getting more purchasers.
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Regions & Prefectures of Japan
Kansai
Chugoku
Shikoku
Kyushu
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Hokkaido
Tohoku
Chubu
Kanto

Regions visited in this book are:
Hokkaido, Tohoku, Chubu and Kanto
Prefectures by Region:

Hokkaido: 1. Hokkaido
Tohoku:
2. Aomori, 3. Iwate, 4. Miyagi,
5. Akita, 6. Yamagata & 7. Fukushima
Chubu:
8. Niigata, 9. Toyama, 10. Ishikawa, 11. Fukui, 12. Yamanashi, 13. Nagano, 14. Gifu, 15. Shizuoka & 16. Aichi
Kanto:
17. Ibaraki, 18. Tochigi, 19.
Gunma, 20. Saitama, 21. Chiba, 22. Tokyo
& 23. Kanagawa
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PART 3: SUMMER
The below photo is once again the summit
shelter at Mt. Hinode (we showed you a
somewhat similar photo on page 79 of volume 1). This time it is just after sunrise,
while last time it was a short while after
sunset. The photos on the following 2
pages show 4 shots of the sun as it rose on
this date. The 4th shot – at 4:30 AM –
shows a nice series of crepuscular rays.
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We have now finished with the spring photos
and we enter summer at this point. It can be
very hot in Tokyo in the summer – up to 40°
– 42° C (= 104° – 108° F), which is really difficult to endure. For that reason we go to the
mountains whenever we possibly can to escape the heat. There are not as many flowers
in the summer, but you will still find a few
flower photos, mostly high mountain flowers.

1

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L
Summer – June

2

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons

3

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Summer – June

This photo is Saxifraga stolonifera.

In

be obvious why it is called a “Screw Flower.

Japanese this flower is called the “Dai” flower

It comes in “right-hand” and “left-hand”

as it assumes the shape of the kanji character

threads too.

Dai ( 大 ). We have inserted a single flower

And then on the following two pages (6 – 7)

photo to show you a close up. It is an inter-

is a waterfall which can be found along one

esting flower which is found on rocky areas

of the several trails which one can select as

near streams and other wet places. We found

the descent route from Mt. Hinode. This

this patch along the stream on our descent of

is White Rock Waterfall. The first photo

Mt. Hinode.

shows it in its full summer costume of green.

On the facing page is a “Screw Flower” – a

The 2nd photo shows it in its winter costume

Spiranthes sinensis – an Orchid. It should

of brown.
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July Photos and Story

Now it’s July and the Lotus (Nelumbo

water garden to grow it. Later on, in the au-

nucifera) starts to bloom. It is very hard to

tumn, we’ll show you a photo or two of the

catch a flower which is fully open and un-

seedheads of this plant. Oh, by the way, the

damaged, not falling apart already or imper-

roots can be eaten, and they are quite deli-

fect in some other way. So, here is a bud

cious and rather crunchy. The lotus flower

which is nearly ready to open. These flow-

is very important in the Buddhist religion

ers can be about 15 cm. (6 in.) in diameter

and is often used as an example of divine

and are very beautiful. This plant grows in

beauty. This photo was taken in Jindai Bo-

standing water, and therefore you need a

tanical Garden.
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Above is a beautiful Water Lily
and its perfect reflection at Jindai
Botanical Garden. If you look a
little closer you’ll note a whitetailed dragonfly in the upper left
portion of the photo.
To the right, in Nogawa Park, is a
strange plant, but it occurs
naturally this way. It is a Chenopodium
album
var.
centrorubrum. We never see many of
this plant. Chenopodium album
is a relatively common plant, but
not the var. centrorubrum.
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Now let’s return to Oze National Park.
Oze N.P. was last seen back in the
spring. We showed you only 4 photos
from that trip. On this trip, in the
summer, we have found several photos
which we think are worthy of being
seen. The first one, above, shows you
Cottongrass
(Eriophorum
vaginatum) and Iris laevigata. It was so
amazing to see so many wild flowers,
and due to it being a wet marshland
there were no people walking around
and trampling things down. To the
right is a Hemerocallis dumortieri var.
esculenta aka Hemerocallis middendorffii var. esculenta.
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Above, is a shot of only Cottongrass (Erio-

raining a little while before dawn. By midday

phorum vaginatum). Can you believe that it

it was actually a nice day.

can be in such abundance? Pretty amazing

The second photo on the next page gives you

isn’t it?

an idea of what we saw as we climbed Mt.

On the following day in Oze N. P. we

Shibutsu. It was slowly clearing up and the

climbed Mt. Shibutsu (2,228 meters = 7,310

sun shining through the holes in the clouds

feet). The 2 photos on the subsequent page

gave the impression of a spotlight on the

show you what the trail looked like early in

marsh. The campground is near those build-

the morning as we climbed. It rained all night

ings which you can see in the lower right of

and the flowing water on the trail was the re-

the photo. You can also see the boardwalk

sult of all of that rain. Fortunately it stopped

snaking across the marsh.
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At the top of this page are 3 shots of Dacty-

The lower photo shows Mt. Shibutsu – this

lorhiza aristata – another Orchid. This or-

was taken after we crossed the summit, so this

chid came in many colors and with many dif-

is looking back at it. You can also see the

ferent patterns inside of the flowers.

marsh down there (to the right).

13

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Summer – July

Above is a photo of Pedicularis verticillata in Oze
National Park. This is not a
rare plant on the mountain, but
it’s very beautiful.

To the right is an Erigeron
thunbergii subsp. glabratus
var. heterotrichus – a member
of the Aster, Sunflower or Daisy
family. This species was uncommon and a pleasure to see. We
took many photos of it. This is
the final photo on Mt. Shibutsu.

14
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Here are two shots of
Hemerocallis dumor-

tieri var. esculenta

Hemerocallis

aka

middendorffii var. esculenta.

This was

such

amazingly

an

beautiful Day Lily that
we could not resist
taking many photos of
it. This flower was not
on the mountain, it
was restricted to the
marsh.
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The following dawn we were
given the special treat of some
good

early

morning

sunrise

colors in Oze National Park.

They only lasted a very few

minutes. This was the day we
had to head for home. On the
trail hiking back to the bus we
found

the

amazingly

shiny

Indian Pipe (Monotropa sp.)
shown to the right.

16
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Here is a collage of Pogonia japonica – an

We considered ourselves so very fortunate to

Orchid. These photos were all taken in Oze

have been able to come here at this particular

National Park. The individual photos are set

time of the year. So very many flowers were

against a background where you could expect

at their peak that it was just amazing to walk

to find this flower.

These 5 photos were

around and enjoy what nature had to offer us

taken at different hours during the day and

in the way of colors, shapes and diversity.

therefore the lighting is significantly different.

The weather, although rainy at night, was okay

This is a rather spectacular orchid – a sight to

during the day. We could not complain about

rejoice at upon seeing.

anything at all.
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Here, immediately above, is another Orchid

On the facing page is a collage which was cre-

collage – this is Eleorchis japonica. This

ated from several photos taken during our

one, as you can see, was quite red and it was

stay in Oze National Park. You see some

amazing to see. The individual photos are

photos and some flowers which you have al-

inserted in front of a background photo

ready seen as well as some new ones. Of spe-

which shows where one could expect to be

cial note is the Vaccinium oxycoccos –

able to find several of this flower during the

Cranberry – shown in the upper right corner

proper season.

of the collage.
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In the shot above you can see several pho-

in this collage. The background of this col-

tos of Leontopodium fauriei var. angusti-

lage is Mt. Shibutsu.

folium – a species of Edelweiss.

We

On the facing page is a final scenery and

found this, as well as another species of

flowers collage created from the photos

Edelweiss, Leontopodium japonicum var.

taken in Oze National Park on this adven-

shiroumense, on this adventure (on Mt.

ture. This will be the final photo of this trip

Shibutsu – not in the marsh). The Leonto-

to Oze National Park, and in fact it will be

podium japonicum var. shiroumense was

the final shot of Oze National Park that

not as photogenic as the Edelweiss shown

you’ll see in this book.
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Now we’re going to return to Mt. Yatsuga-

The two photos on the facing page show, first

take. We last saw this mountain range back

of all, the near whiteout conditions which we

on pages 80 – 87 of volume 1. You may recall

experienced on the first day of our climb – it

that the Yatsugatake Mountains are a vol-

was so extreme with the clouds and the wind

canic mountain range on the border between

that we were actually quite concerned. The

Nagano Prefecture and Yamanashi Prefec-

second photo on the facing page shows

ture.

The photo on this page shows a

somewhat clearing weather in the morning of

Chocolate Lily (Fritillaria camschatcensis).

the following day. If you study the 2nd photo

This is quite a rare flower to find. We were

very closely you can see a vague Brocken

specifically searching for it in the rain and

Spectre. We’ll show you a better photo of a

near whiteout conditions on this first day of

Brocken Spectre later on during this month

climbing – and we found it.

and explain it to you at that time.
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Above is a photo taken as we hiked along the

The photo on the facing page gives just an

Bunzaburou Ridge towards Mt. Akadake.

idea of some of the terrain we crossed as we

Mt. Akadake is the mountain barely visible on

hiked out towards Mt. Akadake. This ladder

the right side of the photo. Akadake is the

was near Mt. Sansha, also along the Bunza-

mountain we attained the summit of back on

burou Ridge. That is Kazuya coming down.

page 84 of volume 1. Note the weather is

Also note the green rope – supposedly to

clearing nicely at this time. We are hoping that

keep people from wandering off the edge of

it will get 100% clear later in the day.

the cliff in a storm or whiteout.
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This photo is a
flower and scenery shot.

The

flower is Dryas
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octopetala var.
asiatica. Scenes
like this were not
rare to see when
we climbed Mt.
Yatsugatake.

We were very
impressed

by

both the scenery

and also by the
abundance

of

flowers and the
abundance

of

species of flowers.

The shot to the
right

is

a

Yatsugatake

Violet – a Viola
crassa

ssp.

yatsugatakeana.
This species is
pretty much only
found

around

this mountain.
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Here is a photo of Oxytropis japonica (the

light red flower which is most likely one of

purple flower) and Dryas octopetala var.

the species of Pedicularis. This also shows

asiatica (the white flower). These 2 flowers

the relative steepness of the terrain we were
hiking through. Down below is nothing ex-

growing together offer a rather astonishing

cept the bottom of the mountain.

color contrast.

There were so many flowers and so many
The photo on the following page shows a

colors that one barely had to try, and still

blue Lagotis glauca, a white Dryas oc-

ended up with several different flowers and

topetala var. asiatica and a dark pink or

many different colors in the same photo.
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Here (above) is
one

additional

photo of Lagotis
glauca.

To the right is a
scenery

photo

which was taken
north of Mt. Iodake and looking
back towards Mt.
Iodake.
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The photo above shows the Mt. Neishi

We assumed that there are often some very

Hut taken from quite a distance away. It’s

strong winds in this area. That would not

an interesting shot of an interesting hut.

be surprising, as this was right at a mountain

You can see solar panels on the roof, which

pass.

supply the electric power, but more amazing

heard that this hut closed down the year af-

to observe are the great number of rocks

ter we stayed here, although we were not

which seem to be holding down the roof.

sure if that was true or not.
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Here is a shot of a Dactylostalix ringens,

On the following two pages you will find two

the “One-Leaf Orchid”.

This species is

collages of mountain flowers and mountain

surely found in far-eastern Russia and in Ja-

scenery from our Mt. Yatsugatake adventure.

pan. We assume that it must be found in

As is usual, you have already seen some of

other countries, but it is at least found in

these photos and you have not seen some of

those 2 countries.

This species can be

them. These following two collages will end

found in cold areas and the flower appears

the Yatsugatake adventures which you’ll

in the spring on a 10 – 20 cm (4 – 8 inch)

find in this book. Which photo in these col-

stem. Each plant has only one flower.

lages is the most impressive for you?
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On page 48 of volume 1 we
showed you a photo of a Capricornis crispus, a Japanese Serow (Kamoshika in Japanese).
In that photo the animal was
dressed in its winter coat and the
hair was so long that it was actually shaggy. Here (above) is a
summer photo of this animal.
The hair is now much shorter.

To the right is a very interesting
photo taken in Western Tokyo
– from the summit of Mt.
Ohtake (1,267 meters = 4,155
feet). This was just a short time
after the sun came up (about 6:00
AM). The clouds are interesting
and the light is a strange color.
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Here are two additional
photos
which were taken
on the same
morning as the
one on the facing
page. These show
some interesting
colors and clouds
from the summit
of Mt. Ohtake,
in Western Tokyo at shortly after 6:00 AM in the
month of July.
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Here is an amazing photo of a blue and

those cases. Occasionally we get to capture

brown dragonfly. This was taken on Mt.

the image of a nice butterfly too, but they

Hinode. Every now and then we get to see

are pretty difficult, though you will see pho-

some amazing insect just sitting and waiting

tos of two different species of butterflies

for us to take its photo, this was one of

later this month.
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This photo was taken at the summit of Mt.

is very close to the center of the photo. Mt.

Kita-dake (3,193 meters = 10,476 feet) on

Kita-dake is the second tallest mountain in

July 19th one year. We climbed up here in

Japan, after Mt. Fuji. It is in the Southern

search of some specific flowers, which we

Alps Mountain Range. It is in Yamanashi

were unable to find because the weather was

Prefecture and it is included in the “List of

pretty much like this – near whiteout condi-

100 Famous Japanese Mountains”.

tions – for the entire 2 days we were here.

hope to climb this mountain again at some

You can see the summit sign in this photo – it

point in the future.
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Shiroumadake. The snow was soft enough
so that we did not need crampons or any
other technical equipment. We generally
climb with one trekking pole each. Before
this trip ended we would wish that we had
crampons, but we made it home alive.

Let’s take a return trip to the Hakuba Mountains (Hida Mountains, Northern Alps
Mountain Range) of Nagano Prefecture.
You visited these mountains with us on pages
27, 28 and 29 of volume 1 – winter! Now it’s
July 23rd through July 25th. We’ll spend 3 days
here and see some spectacular mountain scenery and a few remarkable mountain flowers.
We hope you’ll enjoy this trip with us.

On the facing page are two photos of Hakuba Pond. The first image is an amazingly
beautiful panorama shot and the second is
not a panorama. This pond is above Mt.
Norikuradake (2,436.7 meters = 7,994
feet) and below Mt. Korenge (2,766 meters
= 9,075 feet).

In the above shot we are already above the
elevation we were at back on pages 27, 28
and 29 of volume 1. We crossed this snowfield on our ascent to the summit of Mt.
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Here are 2 flower
photos – both
quite amazing in
our opinion. The
one to the left –
the blue flower –
is a Campanula
lasiocarpa. This
color goes very
well with the blue
sky which we
were able to see
on this day.

The orange flower to the right is
an
exceedingly
beautiful lily –
Lilium medeol-

oides. We could
barely
believe
how photogenic
the flowers and
the scenery were
on this trip.
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The
upper
photo on this
page
was
taken
from
near the summit of Mt.
Korenge
(2,766 meters
= 9,075 feet).
What amazing
colors
and
clouds.

This lower photo
was taken after we
passed the Mt.
Korenge
summit
and we were on our
way to Mt. Shiroumadake (2,932
meters = 9,620 feet).
Both
of
these
photos show you
some exquisite high
alpine scenery.
You should also notice how much
snow is still here.
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Here are two photos of
Dicentra peregrina, or
Bleeding Heart. It is quite a
treat to find this flower. It
only occurs in high alpine
country and only on scree
slopes. It is in the family
Fumariaceae – the Bleeding
Heart family. There are only
8 recognized species of
Dicentra in the world. The
above photo shows a near
perfect plant.
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The photo just above was taken as we ap-

would happen with the weather and hoped

proached the summit of Mt.

Shiro-

that it would not cloud up and become

umadake. It was getting later (3:15 PM) in

whiteout or near whiteout conditions – or

the afternoon and the light was getting very

even begin to rain. It had been such a per-

interesting at this point. There was a threat

fect weather day so far that we sincerely

of clouds coming in, we wondered what

hoped that it would stay that way.
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We promised you a better photo of a
Brocken Spectre back on page 22. Here it is.
Oh, as you’ll note, it did cloud up as we continued our hike towards Mt. Shiroumadake.
That is how we happened to see this phenomenon.

fogs and low-altitude accessibility of the
Brocken, a peak in the Harz Mountains in
Germany, have created a local legend from
which the phenomenon draws its name.

The spectre appears only when the sun
shines from behind a climber who is looking
down from a ridge or peak into mist or fog.
The light projects the climber’s shadow
forward through the mist. By the way, we
stood side-by-side to get this image, a person’s shadow is not doubled as a part of the
phenomenon.

The Brocken Spectre is the apparently
enormous and magnified shadow of an observer, cast upon the upper surfaces of clouds
opposite the sun. The phenomenon can appear on any misty mountainside or cloud bank,
or even from an airplane, but the frequent

44

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons

Immediately above is a photo which was

as we continued on this adventure.

taken from the Mt. Shiroumadake hut.

would be on this mountain range for an ad-

Obviously it was approaching sunset – the

ditional night after this – if the weather had

time was 6:32 PM.

deteriorated it could have been really miser-

A sea of clouds was

We

able.

forming down below us and the star effect
of the sun was perfectly natural – no filters

The photos from page 38 through this page

were used. We were very fortunate all day
We

were all taken on the same date. This is the

could only hope that the weather gods

most photos from any single day which can

would continue to smile upon us tomorrow,

be found anywhere in this book.

today as far as weather conditions.
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This above photo continues the next morning
as we were hiking from Mt. Shiroumadake
(2,932 meters = 9,620 feet) towards Mt. Shakushidake (2,812 meters = 9,226 feet) and
then Mt. Yarigatake (2,903 meters = 9,525
feet). When we began we were in the clouds
and could not see very far at all. When it began to clear up, at around 8:00 AM, it was impressive as we could see some exquisite
mountain scenery. Then, at about 8:45 AM
we were shown this cloud phenomenon – iridescent clouds (cloud iridescence).

This phenomenon occurs when parts of
clouds are thin and have similar size droplets, diffraction can make them shine with
colors like a corona. The usually delicate
colors can be in almost random patches or
bands at cloud edges. The bands and colors
change – or come and go – as the cloud
evolves. Iridescence is generally seen when
part of a cloud is forming because then all
the droplets have a similar history and consequently have a similar size. This is the
only time we have ever seen this.
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This shot shows Mt. Yarigatake (2,903 me-

one encounters these large and often noisy

ters = 9,525 feet) ahead of us – to the left of

“organized” groups which show little re-

the green-topped peak near the center of the

spect for the wilderness experience of other

photo. We are now coming off Mt. Shaku-

people on the mountains.

shidake (2,812 meters = 9,226 feet). It is

catching up with them at the green summit

very difficult to see it in this photo, but

while they took a noisy break. We were for-

there was a large group of climbers in front

tunate in that we could pass them. We were

of us and going the same direction as we

unfortunate in that we had to see and meet

were. It is always very disappointing when

them at all.
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shidake and Mt. Shiroumadake as we
climbed up towards the summit of Mt.
Yarigatake. If you study this photo closely
enough you can find the Mt. Shiroumadake hut – where we stayed last night.

This flower is Saxifraga bronchialis ssp.

funstonii var. rebunshirensis. We really
wondered what insect this plant depends
upon for pollination so that it needs bright
red or orange colors at the outer edge of the
flower and then needs lighter and lighter
colors near the center of the flower. The
evolutionary history of this plant must be
very interesting to end up like this.

In lower position on the facing page is a
photo looking back at Mt. Yarigatake as
we were descending it. It exhibits a beautiful blue sky and if you study it closely you
can see a few people coming towards us on

On the facing page in top position is a magnificent photo looking back at Mt. Shaku-

the trail.
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Shortly after we descended Mt. Yarigatake
we arrived at our destination for the day. We
arrived at Yari Onsen (Hot Spring) Hut at
around 12:45 PM. We checked in (we had
reservations) and then after a while we soaked
in the hot spring. The waters of this hot
spring are very hot – some folks say that they
are 45° C. This is an amazingly high elevation
hot spring too – it sits at about 2,500 meters.
Some reports indicate that it is the highest
elevation hot spring in Japan. We do not
know if this is factual information or not.

to get into a hot spring with no clothes on
and soak our tired muscles and relax for several hours.

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

The following morning we had to head for
home, unfortunately, as we were having such
a wonderful time. The sunrise photo below
was taken at 4:43 AM as we descended towards the bottom of the mountain.
The 2 photos on the facing page show incredible mountain scenery as we descended
the mountain. You can actually see the Yari
Onsen in the lower photo if you have very
good eyes.

What is factual is that after hiking for 2 days
on the high mountain trails it was wonderful
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Yari Onsen
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to do. When we started hiking it was only

you a number of collages of our Hakuba

around 4:45 AM, so the snow was still frozen

Mountains trip. Some of these photos are

hard. We did not have crampons. It was dan-

ones which you have already seen as we pro-

gerous as heck and we were scared that we

gressed through this astounding adventure

were going to die. We did not show you any

and some of them are photos which you have

specific photos of the snow fields which we

not yet seen.

had to cross, but they were steep enough so
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On the previous several pages we have shown

that if we would have slipped there would

On pages 52 and 53 the photo at the top is a

have been nothing to stop us. We had no

panorama and continues (with some overlap)

means of self-arrest. We would have slid until

from page 52 to page 53. Below that pano-

we hit the rocks at the bottom of the snow-

rama you can see several flowers which we

fields. As we descended over the snowfields

saw on this trip. You have also seen some of

we kicked in with our boots as much as we

these species in association with other adven-

could and went very slowly! We weren’t do-

tures.

ing much talking or taking many photos while
we were crossing the 3 snowfields which we

On pages 54 and 55 the photos at the top and

had to cross. You can get an idea of what we

also at the bottom are panoramic images (with

crossed in the top panoramic image on pages

some overlap). The red-jacketed person in 2

56 and 57.

of the photos is me.

The final photo collage of this adventure, on

On pages 56 and 57 the top photo is once

page 58 shows you some mountain scenery

again a panorama (with some overlap). Most

and also some flowers.

(but not all) of these photos were taken on the
final day of this adventure as we descended

Now we will stay much closer to home for a

from Yari Hot Spring to the bus stop.

while. The photo on the following page is a
Cymbidium nipponicum aka C. macrorhizon – a

By the way, we failed to mention the fact that

saprophytic species of Cymbidium Orchid.

we had to cross some huge snowfields on the

It is a saprophyte on various species of tree

descent from Yari Hot Spring – something

roots. We find this species at Jindai Botani-

which we were not aware that we would have

cal Garden in the summer.

59

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L
Summer – July

60

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons

This flower is a Mountain Lily (Lilium
auratum) or Yama-Yuri in Japanese.
These huge lily flowers can be found in
the mountains from late July into the first
2 weeks of August. This particular photo
was taken at Mt. Takao. You would not
believe how large these flowers are. In
the above photo there is really nothing
which you can use to judge the size of it.
The photo to the left, therefore, gives
you something to judge how large this
flower actually is.
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On this and the
facing page are
the

final

three

photos for July.
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The photo on the

facing page displays some setting sun colors on
some

Japanese

Red Pine trees
densi-

(Pinus

flora) near Mt.
Takao.

The two photos
on

this

page

show you 2 species of beautiful
butterflies.

On

page

we

36

promised

that

we’d show you

two species of
butterflies

later

in the month.
Here are those
two

photos.

Sorry, we don’t
know the scientific names of
these butterflies.
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August Photos and Story

Here we begin August photos. The photo

Hakkoda in the background of this photo.

just above is Jigokunuma.

We climbed it the following day.

translates as Hell’s Pond.

Literally that

Why?

That is

On the facing page is a stunningly impres-

steam rising off the surface of the water.
Every minute 2,700 liters of highly acidic, 90°

sive photo of an Abies mariesii f. hay-

C water is coming up out of the bottom of

achinensis – a Maries’ Fir. It is named af-

this swamp. This is at the base of Mt. Hak-

ter the English plant collector Charles

koda (1,584.4 meters = 5,198 feet) and very

Maries (1851-1902), who introduced the

close to Sukayu Hot Spring – in Aomori

species to Britain in 1879. This true fir was

Prefecture. You can see a portion of Mt.

quite common on Mt. Hakkoda.
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To the left is a
photo of a Campanula
lasiocarpa
flower.
This is a stunning
photo with its
bright blue color.
This was seen on
our Mt. Hakkoda
climb.

The photo to the
right was taken at
the summit of Mt.
Hakkoda (1,584
meters = 5,198
feet). We called
this “Dragonfly
Horror Movie”.
Of course the
dragonflies did
not attack us, but
the sky was filled
with them. It was
the most dragonflies we had ever
seen at one time
or place.
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To the right is a
“Plant-in-a-Bottle”. This was
totally natural. I
was walking on a
mountain
trail
and felt something hard and
unnaturally even
under my feet. I
bent down and
brushed aside the
soil and found
this bottle. We
cleaned off some
of the dirt, photographed it and
stuck it back under the ground
where we found
it. Amazing!
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The photo to the
left shows an
amazing
grass
roof on an old
building at Mt.
Mitake.
You
may recall that
Mt. Mitake is in
Western Tokyo
and it is 929 meters (= 3,048 feet).
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Every year near the beginning of August –

is an annual festival and many people visit

maybe up to the end of the 2nd week of the

here specifically to see this flower.

month – we try and go to Mt. Mitake for
the

Anemonopsis

macrophylla

The photo on the facing page is also an

aka

Anemonopsis macrophylla – a two photo

Anemonopsis heterophylla. This plant is

collage. In both of the photos in this collage

commonly called the False Anemone
(Rengeshouma in Japanese).

you can see some buds in addition to the flow-

There is a

ers. If you are in the Tokyo Area during the

single area on the side of Mt. Mitake where

first half of August it is worth the time and ef-

this plant grows in great abundance. There

fort to visit Mt. Mitake to see this flower.
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We have gone to Hokkaido for our August

On the facing page in lower position is an-

vacations two times. This photo of a hay

other train station which we passed on Hok-

field was taken near Nisshin, Hokkaido.

kaido as we traveled north to Wakkanai.

We found a Youth Hostel north of Asahi-

This one is impressive for its “handicapped

kawa and Nisshin was where it was located.

ramp”. We were told that the temperature

This picturesque hay field was near the

can drop to minus 30° C here in the winter.

Youth Hostel.

Nice that there is a heated “station” (note the

On the facing page (upper photo) you can see

small chimney) isn’t it. We had to wonder if

the Nisshin Train Station in top position.

there are an abundance of train delays when

Not very big is it?

the temperature is minus 30° C.
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The photo on the facing page is of a sign at

While on the ferry we passed by Rishiri Is-

Wakkanai Train Station on Hokkaido. It

land. Mt. Rishiri is 1,721 meters (= 5,646

notifies people that this is the furthest north

feet). We did not visit Rishiri Island. We

train station in Japan. It says that we are at

went directly to Rebun Island and hiked

45° 25’ 03” North Latitude. Wakkanai is an

around there for 2 days. We thoroughly en-

interesting small city. This is very close to

joyed every moment of this vacation. By the

Sakhalin Island, Russia. There are many

way, it may interest you to know that Hok-

Russian speakers here and most of the signs

kaido is often called “The Alaska of Japan”.

in town are in Japanese, Russian and English.

This means that it is the furthest north part of

The above photo is of Rishiri Island. From

It is true too – we have seen a bear on each

Wakkanai we took a ferry to Rebun Island.

visit we have made to Hokkaido.

Japan and also the most “wild” place in Japan.
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The first night
we were on Rebun Island we
stayed at a place
called the “Field
Inn”. It is located
pretty
much on the
northern tip of
Rebun Island.
The next day we
hiked southward
and these 2 photos – show two
different locations we hiked
past. The upper
photo was taken
between Cape
Sukoton
and
Cape
Gorota
and is pretty for
its clouds, ocean
and
flowers.
The lower photo
was also taken as
we hiked from
Cape Sukoton
to Cape Gorota.
It was still somewhat cloudy, but
less so than in
the upper photo.
Note the lack of
much civilization.
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Here (above) is an amazing rose which we found.
This is Rosa rugosa. It is such a small and beautiful
little member of the rose family. There were not very
many of this plant. And, look at the conditions
which it grows under! The soil here is a solid rock
scree slope. We found so many amazing flowers as
we hiked south.

By the way, the Field Inn – the Inn where we stayed
last night – can be found on Rebun Island using
Google Earth. The location is 45° 27’ 21.07” North
Latitude and 140° 58’ 17.48” East Longitude. We
have borrowed the image to the right from Google
Earth. This shows only the very northern tip of Rebun Island.

75

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Summer – August

The above shot is the type of Edelweiss we
found on Rebun Island. It is Leontopodium discolor. Most of the leaves you
can see in this photo do NOT belong to the
Edelweiss. The Edelweiss leaves are the
long and skinny ones near the upper right
hand corner of the photo. We were amazed
to find this species in the numbers which
were present. We had read about this plant
on the internet and we had hoped to find it,
but we did not expect it to be as common as
it was in the area where it is found.
The photo to the right shows the northernmost point in Japan. It is Soya Misaki, or
Cape Soya; it is located at 45° 31’ 22”
North Latitude.
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The next several photos were taken in Da-

The above photo shows Kazuya and myself at

isetsuzan National Park on Hokkaido. We

the summit of Mt. Kurodake (1,984 meters =

have visited there in two different years. One

6,509 feet). As you can see, the weather was

year it was sunny and nice and one year it was

not very nice. You may be able to tell, though,

rainy and cloudy; that is why some of these

that we are happy with what we are doing.

next several photos show it to be sunny and

Our faces show smiles combined with grim-

nice weather and others show clouds and rain.

aces. It did not clear up at all on this day. We

Daisetsuzan National Park is where Mt. Asa-

stayed in the hut at Mt. Kurodake this night.

hidake is. There are also several other moun-

This hut did not serve meals. We had to carry

tains in this park. We went there for moun-

our own food and cook it on our cook stove.

tain climbing adventures.

Water, however, was available.
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In this photo, taken as we descended Mt. Ku-

colored ones – and Geum pentapetalum

rodake towards the hut, you can see that it is

flowers – the white colored ones. We could

still raining and you will also note that this

not even believe our eyes. We stopped and

small valley is literally filled with Phyllodoce

shot so many photographs of this area that it

caerulea var. yezoensis flowers – the pink

could probably be considered ridiculous.
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The two photos on the previous page were

The one with the cloud on top of it looks

taken the following day.

higher, but it is not, it’s just closer.

The weather

cleared up somewhat and we had some

The lower photo on the previous page, and
the photo on this page show Gentiana algida f. igarasii. This plant is quite rare and
we only saw one small patch of it here. We
found this plant as we hiked the trail from Mt.
Hokkaidake to Mt. Hakuundake (2,229.5
meters = 7,315 feet). We were very excited to
find this plant.

pretty good views. The top photo shows
the scenery as we hiked from the Mt. Ku-

rodake Hut towards the summit of Mt.
Hokkaidake (2,149 meters = 7,051 feet).
In this photo Mt. Kurodake is the mountain just to the right of the center of the
photo – not the one with the cloud over it.

80

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons

The photo on this page is a scenery shot

you can deduce that the snow never totally

taken as we continued to hike from Mt.

leaves this mountain. You can see that there

Hokkaidake towards Mt. Hakuundake.

are many shadows passing over the ground

The primary reason this photo was taken was

in this photo.

to show the incredible snow depth in that

around and the conditions were quite cold

small valley on the left side of the photo.

and very windy.

Keep in mind that this was August. Maybe

stopped by this point though.

81

The clouds kept blowing

The rain had mostly

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Summer – August

was no visible trail and it was questionable
which direction to go. I led and assumed we
had to go uphill (according to the map) and I
finally saw yellow paint marks on the rocks
ahead – that is how they mark the trails here –
– WHEW!!

The above photo was taken the following day.
The person is me. This was taken as we hiked
from the Mt. Kurodake Hut towards Mt.
Hokuchindake (2,244 meters = 7,362 feet).

The top photo on the facing page – in near
whiteout conditions – was also taken on the
trail to Mt. Hokuchindake. We had to cross
another dangerous snowfield, but after the
Hakuba Snowfields of last month this one
was a piece of cake. We had a 3rd person following us across the snowfield and he was
really scared and asked us to make sure that
he got across it alive, so we waited for him as
we went. This photo shows Kazuya and the
3rd person. We were in the clouds, so there

The lower photo on the facing page shows
Reindeer Moss (Cladonia rangiferina),
also known as Reindeer Lichen. It is a lightcolored lichen belonging to the family Cladoniaceae. It is found primarily in areas of
alpine tundra and is extremely cold-hardy.
This was after we crossed the summit of Mt.
Hokuchindake.
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In Daisetsuzan National Park there is a

head of the valley. As you can see in this

valley (shown above) with no trails crossing

photo, there is very little vegetation growing

it. There is supposedly a poison hot spring

in this valley. The 2nd time we were here we

here and therefore we refer to it as “Poison

could even see an area which appeared to

Hot Spring Valley”. There are trails on all

have been burned. We assumed that was

of the ridges which surround this valley.

due to an eruption of extremely hot or poi-

When the wind blows up out of the valley

sonous water from the hot spring.

you can smell a very strong odor of sulfur.
Mt. Hokkaidake is on the southeast side

The embossed area in the above photo out-

of this valley, Mt. Hokuchindake is on the

lines the approximate area which is shown

northwest side of the valley, while Mt.

in the photo on the facing page. There is a

Araidake and Mt. Mamiyadake are at the

lot of water for such a small valley.
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Here is a zoomed-in photo showing the ap-

steam fumaroles with large quantities of

proximate area outlined in the photo of

steam rolling up out of them. There is, in

“Poison Hot Spring Valley” on the previ-

addition, one Hot Spring (Nakadake On-

ous page. As you can see, there is a sub-

sen) on this mountain which is right beside

stantial amount of water coming out of this

a trail, is not poison and, depending on the

valley. It amazes us that this kind of place

time and the day, is remote enough to be

can exist here. This entire area is an active

able to undress and soak in without being

volcano – later on we’ll show you photos of

disturbed by other hikers.
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The two photos on the facing page show

photos were taken at different places on Mt.

Primula cuneifolia, a Primrose.

Asahidake.

It was

unbelievable how abundant this species was

in some small areas. We took quite a few

The image immediately above shows Mt.

photos of this flower.

The upper photo

Asahidake as sunset approaches. This photo

shows a group of the flowers and the lower

was taken from the bottom of the ropeway in

photo shows a single stalk with 3 flowers on

the year the weather was good most of the

it. We hope that it is obvious that these two

time we were there. Isn’t it a beautiful color!
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This photo shows Mt. Asahidake (2,291 me-

In a little less than 3 hours we will be at the

ters = 7,516 feet) as the sun rises over the top

summit. Mt. Asahidake is the highest moun-

of it. This photo was also taken in the year

tain on Hokkaido. We also climbed the 2nd

we were here and the weather was nice. The

highest mountain – Mt. Hokuchindake – we

time of this photo was 6:11 AM. The place

mentioned that a few pages back, but we did

was along the trail as we hiked from the top

not show you a photo of us at the summit in

of the Ropeway up towards Sugatami Pond.

the clouds – there was not much to see.

88

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons

The shot above is a rather amazing backlit

flare in the upper right corner of this photo.

example of Geum pentapetalum.

This

The reason is simple to explain – we did ex-

photo was taken just three minutes after the

periment with eliminating the lens flare and

previous photo and also looking the same

the photo was not nearly as impressive as it

direction as the previous photo. You may

is with the lens flare, so we discarded the

be wondering why we did not do something

experiment and went with the original

with imaging software to eliminate the lens

photo in its unaltered state.
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This vertical panoramic image was taken

shows you that this is an active volcano.

from the scenic overlook at Sugatami

The steam fumaroles are very evident here.

Pond as one begins the ascent of Mt. Asa-

You can also see the shoulder of Mt. Asahi-

hidake. This is the first photo which really

dake in this image.
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This photo was actually taken in a different

eral steam fumaroles.

year than the one on the facing page. This

photo is very interesting due to some

one was also taken from a different trail

strange lighting conditions at this time of

than that photo. It was taken from a trail

day. If you study this photo closely you can

near Sugatami Pond and it shows the

see some people right at the bottom edge of

shoulder of Mt. Asahidake as well as sev-

the photo.
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Sugatami Pond.
It

looks

very

sturdy does it
not? There is a
warning

sign

here stating that
this shelter does
not have a toilet.
This shelter is
very photogenic.

This photo was
taken as we were
on the trail to
the

Mt.

Asa-

hidake summit.
That

gatami

is

SuPond

and the emergency

shelter

down there.
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Here are 2 separate photos of us at the sum-

get winded as easily and in general, your body

mit of Mt. Asahidake. You may be able to

is suddenly in condition for it. Well, we can

read the sign – it states the elevation (2,290

both say that the 4th day is equally as magical

meters = 7,510 feet) and the name of the

– and for the same reasons. We attained the

mountain.

summit of Mt. Asahidake in about 1 hour less

Note that once again, we both

look very happy.

time than it should have taken us – certainly
due to this phenomenon. My 62 (nearly 63)

I once read somewhere that the 5th day of

year old body felt pretty dang fine. We

hiking/climbing is kind of a magical day in

wished we could climb for 10 days straight –

that your heart stops beating so fast, you don’t

what would we feel like then?!
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This photograph was taken as we continued

everything than you would get if there was

our day of climbing – this was shot while

nothing there for size comparison.

going down the backside of Mt. Asahidake

The blueness of the sky is also amazing in

and towards Mt. Mamiyadake (2,185 me-

this shot. It should be noted that no filters

ters = 7,169 feet). Look at that large snowfield.

were used and there was no additional proc-

It’s rather nice that a person hap-

essing done with imaging software.

This

pened to be coming by – it really makes for

shot is just as it came from the camera – ex-

a much better presentation of the scale of

cept for being framed, of course.
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The above immediately above photo shows

photo (page 94). The white flowered plant

an exquisitely beautiful example of Cam-

is Geum pentapetalum, which you have

panula lasiocarpa as we descend the back-

seen other photos of.

side of Mt. Asahidake and hike the trail

Campanula

towards Mt. Mamiyadake. The snowfield

matches the blue of the sky, wouldn’t you

which you can see on the far left is the same

agree? The round top mountain back there

snowfield which is shown in the previous

is Mt. Asahidake.
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Here is a final photo of Mt. Asahidake

and there were no clouds at all. Even the

from the backside. This was taken as we

photo back on page 94 was taken only 35

crossed the valley between Mt. Asahidake

minutes previous to this one and it showed

and Mt. Kumagadake and started up the

not even a hint of a cloud. That is how

slope of Mt. Kumagadake. You should note

quickly the weather can change here in the

the presence of clouds in this photo. The

mountains. The snowfield you can see on

photo on the previous page (page 95) was

the far left – in the bowl of the mountain –

taken only 19 minutes previous to this one

is the same one as seen on page 94.
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Here is a final photo of “Poison Hot

From here we will proceed to Mt. Naka-

Spring Valley” as seen from close to Mt.

dake (2,113 meters = 6,932 feet) and then

Mamiyadake (2,185 meters = 7,169 feet).

continue down to Nakadake Onsen (Hot

On pages 84 and 85 you saw photos taken

Spring).

from the northwest side of “Poison Hot

Spring, or Nakadake Onsen on page 85.

Spring Valley” – this photo was taken

This day there were few enough people so

from the southwest side of the valley. In

that we were able to bathe naked in Naka-

this photo we are looking pretty much right

dake Onsen. Eventually we will end back

down the center of the valley.

at our starting point.
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Here is a four-photo collage of Linnaea

which is always a treat to see – we have seen

borealis – commonly known as Twin-

it in only about three different locations in

flower. This is a very uncommon flower

our ten years of hiking in Japan.
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All of the photos on the facing page and on

we could not believe our eyes. But, what was

this one were taken on the lower northwest

even more incredible on this day with the sun

slopes of Mt. Asahidake as we hiked from

shining, was the number of butterflies which

Nakadake Onsen back towards the top of the

were feeding on the nectar of this flower.

ropeway.

When we saw this flower on previous days it
was cloudy, cold and windy and there were no

Above, is an astounding photo of Phyllodoce

butterflies around at all (page 78). So, when

caerulea var. yezoensis – there was such an

we saw the number of butterflies we were

accumulation of it here in a small valley that

amazed.
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This is the final shot of Mt. Asahidake. This

The photo on the facing page was taken as

was taken as we neared the top of the rope-

we rode the ropeway down to the bottom of

way which would take us to the bottom of the

the mountain. It shows a beautifully “sil-

mountain. As you can see, the clouds have

vered out” dead tree with the dark green

rolled in since the photos back on pages 94 –

living forest behind it as contrast. The pho-

97, and we can no longer see very high up on

tos shown on this and the facing page are

Mt. Asahidake. The reflection in the pond is

the final ones we want to show you which

quite nice. You should note that this is NOT

were taken during our two different Da-

the same pond as was shown back on pages

isetsuzan National Park adventures. We

90 and 92 – this pond is actually quite far

hope that you enjoyed these adventures

from that pond.

nearly as much as we did.
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Now we’re going to take a trip to Yama-

but its red color, often with white spots makes

gata Prefecture. We’ll spend a day in Fu-

it very attractive to photograph and to look at.

nagata Town – Kazuya’s hometown – and

On this page is a photo taken at a fireworks

then travel to Sakata City and climb Mt.

festival. Fireworks are difficult subjects to

Chokai (2,236 meters = 7,336 feet). Mt.

photograph because everything happens so

Chokai is on the boundary between Yama-

fast. We were on a bridge over a river when

gata and Akita Prefectures.

we took these photos in Yamagata PrefecOn the facing page is a beautiful photo of a

ture and we were able to set our cameras di-

Fly Agaric or Amanita muscaria mush-

rectly on the concrete bridge rail, so that

room. This is a very poisonous mushroom,

they were very stable.
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The facing page photo is another, and the

Mt. Chokai is on the boundary between

final one, which was taken at the fireworks

Yamagata and Akita Prefectures. In this

festival in Yamagata Prefecture.

photo you can see the summit of Mt. Chokai. In the area of the right background
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The shot below is the first photo you see as

you see a higher elevation place and on the

we climbed Mt. Chokai. At 2,236 meters

left side of that higher elevation place you

nd

(= 7,336 feet), Mt. Chokai is the 2 highest

can see a series of 4 peaks. The summit of

mountain in the Tohoku Region of Japan.

Mt. Chokai is one of those 4 peaks.

Mt. Hiuchigatake, at 2,356 meters (=

7,730 feet) is the highest mountain in the

Note what beautiful weather we are having

Tohoku Region.

for this climb – at least so far!

As we said previously,
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ther similar, but
we wanted to
show you both
of them due to
the fact that the
colors are impressive and also to show you
how rugged the
peak area is.

In this lower photo
one of those bumps
on the left is the
summit.
The

facing

page

shows a beautiful
photo of Hemerocallis

midden-

dorffii var. esculenta.
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The above photo is of a Chokai Thistle

enough so that about 10 people can stand on

(Cirsium chokaiense). This plant is found

it at a single time. By the way, you might want

only on Mt. Chokai and in the immediate vi-

to notice the people on the snowfield.

cinity of Mt. Chokai.

The lower photo on the facing page was taken

The top photo on the facing page was taken

from the summit of Mt. Chokai (2,236 me-

as we neared the summit hut. Of course the

ters = 7,336 feet). The time was 5:58 PM –

summit hut is not actually at the summit, but

nearing sunset. The elongated island you can

it is within a 30 minute hike of the summit.

see out there in the Sea of Japan is Tobi-

The actual peak of this mountain is only large

shima (Tobi Island).
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Just above is an additional photo of Tobi-

On the facing page is a final image which

shima (Tobi Island) which was taken from

shows Tobishima. This photo was taken at

the summit of Mt. Chokai. The time of this

6:00 PM and the light has changed just

photo was also 5:58 PM, but this photo is

enough in the two minutes since the shot

zoomed in to show a larger view of Tobi-

you saw on page 109 to make this interest-

shima. In this photo you can also see a boat

ing to look at. Of course you will also note

or ship crossing between the mainland and

that this photo is zoomed in much more

Tobishima in the Sea of Japan.

than the one on page 109.
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the trouble to summit the mountain in the
evening, because on the following morning we
were totally in the clouds and could not see
anything even resembling a sunrise.

The facing page photo shows us at the summit of Mt. Chokai (2,236 meters = 7,336
feet) on August 12, 2005 at 4:57 AM and
again on August 9, 2008 at 5:18 PM. In 2005
we attempted to go to the summit in the evening, but the trail through the boulders was
not clearly marked and we ended up on a false
summit. The following morning we were
more careful to search for the trail markers
(the white paint marks on rocks) and we successfully attained the summit and witnessed
the sunrise.
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That photo is the final one from our climbs of
Mt. Chokai. Below is a photo from Mt. Gassan, in Yamagata Prefecture. Mt. Gassan
is 1,984 meters (= 6,509 feet) in elevation and
has many flowers. This was our first time to
find Edelweiss flowers, but they were rather
dried up and not so attractive so we will not
show you any photos of Edelweiss from this
adventure. In the below photo – taken as the
sun lowers (4:41 PM) – you can see such an
amazing variety of alpine flowers that we
think you’ll be impressed by the beauty.

In 2008 when we again climbed Mt. Chokai we
knew where to search for the summit and we
successfully found it in the evening to see the
sunset. It was fortunate for us that we went to
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This photo collage shows 3 shots of the set-

The photo on the facing page was taken the

ting sun which we witnessed from the summit

following morning as we descended Mt. Gas-

of Mt. Gassan. This sunset was rather amaz-

san. There is a tiny lake or pond down there

ing in that it looked like a bright orange light

which caught the sun’s rays and reflected

sinking through layers of oil. We took about

them back to us in this incredible star shape.

75 photos of the sunset in just a few moments.

No filters or special lenses were used to cap-

The 4th image in this collage was taken while

ture this phenomenon – this photo is just as

looking in the opposite direction – at a ¾

taken with our stock lens and also just as it

moon as it makes its way across the sky.

appeared to our naked eyes.
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Isn’t that a cute little frog sitting on the leaves

and looked right at us and the location made

of the bamboo grass? It was so very coopera-

it very difficult for us to move around and get

tive in our efforts to photograph it too. It just

in front of it, so we were quite satisfied with a

sat there and didn’t hop away as we shot

series of profile shots. This shot was taken in

about 10 photos of it. It never turned around

Funagata Town in Yamagata Prefecture.

116

CO
PY
M RI
AT G
H
ER T
IA ED
L

Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons

Now we’re going to return to our home terri-

(= 6,619 feet), is the highest point in Tokyo.

tory to finish off the month of August. This

In actuality, late August is quite late to be able

photo of Lychnis miqueliana is the first of

to find flowers on Mt. Kumotori, but these

the final 3 shots from August. We are once

were found down near the start of the trail

again climbing Mt. Kumotori, in Tokyo.

which takes us to the summit. By the time we

You may recall from pages 64, 66 and 79 of

get to the summit in late August it is already

volume 1 that Mt. Kumotori, at 2017.6 meters

approaching autumn weather.
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This photo was taken from directly outside

camping out on a mountain and the nearest

of our tent on Mt. Kumotori. If you study

toilet is some kilometers away.

this photo carefully you can find 6 deer here.
What are they doing? Well, the deer popu-

The facing page photo is the final photo

lation on Mt. Kumotori is so high that it

from August. It is the sunrise on Mt. Ku-

crashes every few years due to lack of

motori in late August of this particular year.

enough winter food resources. There is also

In this photo you can see another sun pillar

a severe lack of anything with salt in it.

(page 10 of volume 1).

These deer are going after the salt in our

situated with the peak facing in such a direc-

urine. Yes, we urinated here on the moun-

tion that one can get both incredible sun-

tain, rather inevitable isn’t it, when one is

rises and incredible sunsets from here.
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September Photos and Story

Amazingly enough, we ended August on Mt.
Kumotori. Now, it’s September and we begin with another trip to Mt. Kumotori. Of
course this is a different year than the previous photos.

In the background you can see the ridgeline
firebreak cut through the forest and on the
right side of the photo, way in the background,
with a cloud around its summit, you can see
Mt. Kumotori.

The photo above is a shot of Ligularia dentata (Marubadakebuki in Japanese). This
was taken at the summit of Mt. Nanatsu-ishi
(1,757 meters = 5,765 feet). Ligularia dentata is a very late summer flower (of course
it’s already autumn up here at this elevation).

On the facing page we are at the summit of
Mt. Kumotori. The top photo was taken at
5:13 AM, it’s sunrise time. The lower photo, a
panorama showing Mt. Fuji and the summit
sign, was taken at 6:10 AM.
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The upper photo
on this page is another
sunrise
photo taken from
the summit of Mt.
Kumotori. The
time here was
5:19 AM and it is
a different year
once again. That
is Mt. Fuji back
there.
The lower photo
shows the summit hut on Mt.
Kumotori from
just below the
summit.
This
photo was taken
in the same year
as the photo just
above.
The facing page
photo was taken
as we descended
Mt. Kumotori.
It is another
Ligularia dentata with some
of the native forest as a background.
Note
the huge leaves
which this plant
has.
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Above is a shot of Impatiens textorii which

with its seedpods. We have, at this writing,

was taken as we descended Mt. Kumotori.

climbed Mt. Kumotori a total of seven times

We descended via a somewhat different trail

between the months of May and November

on this trip and we found some different

from 2002 to 2010. So, what that means, is

flowers than we usually find.

that you should probably expect to see photos

In addition, we also got the shot on the facing

taken on Mt. Kumotori one more time – with

page of an interesting Geranium sp. plant

the November photos.
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Here is a final shot which was taken during

the nectar of the Ligularia dentata flowers.

the descent of Mt. Kumotori. It shows a

There are certainly a lot of brilliant colors in

very beautiful butterfly working to gather

this photo.
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Here is a pretty amazing rock.

This is in

There is also one trail which you can climb to

Western Tokyo, rather near Okutama Train

or else descend from the summit of Mt. Ku-

Station. The name of this rock is Inamura-

motori, which will take you past this rock. It

iwa. It is near the village of Nippara. You

is difficult to explain, but you will come down

can take a bus from Okutama Station to

on the right side of the rock as seen from this

Nippara and then walk to a limestone cave

photo. There is even a trail from the back

from the bus stop. You will pass this rock.

side which will take you to its summit.
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The above photo was taken at Jindai Botani-

creased in size and in beauty every year.

cal Garden, on the western side of Tokyo.

There is nothing in this photo which can be

This is Cortaderia selloana commonly

used for scale, but the seed stalks are at least 4

known as Pampas Grass. Jindai Botanical

meters (12+ feet) in height. If you should

Garden has been mentioned enough times

visit the west side of Tokyo any time in the

(see pages 14, 22, 75 of volume 1 and more)

late summer or autumn you should certainly

so that we don’t think that we need to make

visit here to see this.

any more comments about its location.
When we first started visiting Jindai Botanical

On the facing page is an additional photo of

Garden, several years ago, this patch of Pam-

this Pampas Grass – the seed stalks against a

pas Grass was not very large at all. It has in-

beautiful blue sky.
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That Pampas Grass photo was the final
photo of Volume 2. If you enjoyed this
book then please consider purchasing Volume 3. It can be found at Amazon or can
be ordered through your favorite bookstore
by writing down the ISBN (International

Standard Book Number) and asking them
to do so for you.

We hope that you have enjoyed your tour of
the areas of Japan which we have taken you to
in these several pages. For more photos you
can take a tour of our respective websites –
http://www.danwiz.com is Daniel’s website
and Kazuya’s can be found at:
http://studiesofplantsandwildlife.blogspot.com
or alternately:

http://www2.blogger.com/profile/02622643
778290337101. If you are reading this several
years after it is published we cannot guarantee
that these websites will still exist, but as long
as we live we hope to maintain them. You
can also contact us through our respective
websites.
There is an e-mail link on
http://www.danwiz.com. You can leave a
comment on Kazuya’s Blog and ask him to
contact you.
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If you purchased this through Amazon
then please consider leaving a review for it
on the Amazon website, it would be greatly
appreciated.
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AFTERWORD
okay, but the nuclear problems persist and we
wonder if and hope that they will be solved
without killing all of us. We hope that the
people who lost their homes, family members,
fishing boats, businesses and so on can keep
fighting to keep going and maintain their hope
and courage as their problems are very slowly
solved.
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As this book is having the finishing touches
put on it in April, 2011 – just a few short
weeks after the March 11, 2011 “Great Eastern Japan Earthquake”, we feel that we
should include a couple of words about this
terrible happening. We are okay and everybody we know came out of the experience

We do not own this photo, but it
kind of says it all.

This one says even more – maybe you cannot
read the tiny name of the person to whom this
image is credited. The name down there in the
right corner is Vicente Valentine.

The End
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