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FOREWORD 

The purpose of this series of books is to 
show you some places where you can go 
and see some wonderfully picturesque flow-
ers and scenes during the four seasons of 
the year in Japan.  We shall start with winter 
and work our way through spring, summer 
and finally autumn.  Many of the photos to 
be found in this book were taken in Tokyo.  
You have to understand that Tokyo, Japan 
is much more than a city.  Governmentally 
it is treated as a separate Prefecture (a state 
in the USA).  Tokyo is 2,187 sq. km (844 sq. 
mi).  The east to west length of Tokyo is 
about 83 km (52 mi) and the north to south 
width is about 20 km (12 mi).  The elevation 
ranges from sea level to 2,017 meters (6,617 
feet) and this book shall take you to both 
extremes. 
 
This series of books will take you as far 
north as you can go on Hokkaido, the 
Northern Island, as well as to Akita, Aomori, 
Fukushima, Gifu, Gunma, Kanagawa, Na-
gano, Niigata, Saitama, Shizuoka, Tochigi, 
Toyama, Yamagata and Yamanashi Prefec-
tures. 
 
In some cases a particular place has been 
photographed in more than one season and 
in some of those cases we will try to place 
the multi-season photos on the same or the 
following page. 
 

All of the photos were taken by us – Daniel 
Wieczorek and Kazuya Numazawa.  If you 
ever see any of these photographs on dis-
play with claims under a different name, 
please let us know. 
 
We try to get out virtually every weekend, 
although sometimes we are hampered by 
poor weather, poor health or some other 
problem and we end up staying at home.   
 
We hope that you will find some photo-
graphs herein which will excite your imagi-
nation and make you want to come to Japan 
and tour around to some of the places you 
see here. 
 
In some cases we are purposefully vague as 
to the precise locations where a flower was 
found.  Plant theft is a very real problem in 
Japan and we are afraid to tell you where we 
find some of the less common flowers. 
 
By the way, I (Daniel) did all of the writing 
and Kazuya did a fair percentage of the 
photography.  So, do not be surprised from 
time to time when you see references such 
as “Kazuya” and “that’s me…”. 
 
Maybe you noticed that the print edition of 
this complete book was published in 2011, 
but it is just being broken into a 3 Volume 
set in 2015.  The reason is simple enough – 
it is in hopes of getting more purchasers. 
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Regions & Prefectures of Japan

Hokkaido   Kansai  

Tohoku   Chugoku  

Chubu   Shikoku  

Kanto   Kyushu  
 Regions visited in this book are:       
Hokkaido, Tohoku, Chubu and Kanto 

Prefectures by Region: 
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Kanto: 17. Ibaraki,  18. Tochigi,  19. 
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PPPAAARRRTTT   444:::   AAAUUUTTTUUUMMMNNN   
 
 
Okay, it’s now September 21st, so we need to 

begin Autumn here. 

 

On page 8 of volume 2 we showed you a 

photo of a Lotus Flower (Nelumbo 

nucifera).  At that time we also promised that 

we’d show you a photo or two of the seed-

heads of this plant.  Well, here is the first of 

these photos.  This very nice shot was taken at 

Showa-Kinen Park in Western-Tokyo.  We’ll 

show you one more shot of some seedheads 

later in September. 
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Now let’s take a return trip to Kusatsu, in 

Gunma Prefecture.  We last visited Kusatsu 

on page 43 of volume 1.  We seldom go to 

Kusatsu in the summer as the best thing to 

do there is to soak in the many hot springs in 

the area.  Therefore we like to go there when 

the weather is cool or cold.  The photo to 

the left is a Gentiana scabra var. buergeri.  

This beautiful blue autumn mountain flower 

is right at its peak in this photo.  This photo 

was taken near Mt. Shirane.  Mt. Shirane 

(2,160 meters = 7,087 feet) is a mountain 

which overlooks a very odd colored caldera 

lake.  The name is Yugama Crater Lake 

(see facing page). 

 
On the facing page you see two photos of 

the odd colored Yugama Crater Lake, 

which is visible from Mt. Shirane.  The 

upper photo on the facing page is a two shot 

panorama which shows the entire lake, while 

the lower photo is a single photo which 

shows most of the lake. 

 

COPYRIGHTED 

MATERIAL 



Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons 

3 

 

COPYRIGHTED 

MATERIAL 



Autumn – September 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above photo is not Yugama Crater Lake, 

this is on the opposite side of the highway 

from Mt. Shirane and also opposite the Shi-

rane Rest House.  The name of this body of 

water is Yumiike (Yumi Pond).  As you can 

see in this photo, it is totally surrounded by a 

trail and several branching trails.  From here it 

is possible to hike to several different points 

in the Mt. Shirane and Mt. Moto-Shirane 

(2,171 meters = 7,123 feet) area.   

 

In the above photo you notice a rock stick-

ing up on the right side of the photo.  The 

photo on the facing page is a closer shot of 

that rock and shows the beginnings of some 

autumn colors.   
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The above photo was taken as we hiked 

around the trail from Yumiike (Yumi Pond) 

towards Mt. Moto-Shirane.  In this shot, you 

can also see the beginnings of some autumn 

colors.  You might notice the number of 

snags (dead trees) in this photo.  There will be 

a photo in October which will show a weird 

lighting phenomenon with these snags.  This 

is also a ski area and the cleared slope on the 

opposite hill is a ski slope. 
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In this photo we have returned once again 

to Mt. Takao (599 meters = 1,965 feet).  

We are standing at the summit of Mt. Takao 

(Takao-san) and looking at Mt. Fuji.  The 

phenomenon we are witnessing here is re-

ferred to as “Mt. Fuji with an Umbrella” 

(Fuji no Casa in Japanese).  In this particu-

lar shot the umbrella is not so large, but oc-

casionally one can see Mt. Fuji with a very 

large umbrella over it.  This photo is also in-

teresting because of all of the other clouds 

in the scene.  As you may surmise – we felt 

fortunate to even be able to see Mt. Fuji at 

all on this day. 
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Now we are going to go, once again, to 

Yamanaka Lake (pages 9 & 74 of volume 

1), in Yamanashi Prefecture.  One year we 

went there for a September Full Moon and 

camped out on Mt. Myoujin (1,291 meters 

= 4,236 feet) with the intention of taking 

photos of Mt. Fuji by the light of the full 

moon.  The above shot shows a flower, 

Scabiosa japonica, which we had never 

seen before this.  It was in great abundance 

here and we shot many photos of it.  This is 

one really great example. 
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This photo above was taken on Mt. Myoujin 

as the full moon was rising.  It shows the full 

moon and the tall grass.  We think it came out 

nicely.  It was taken at 6:44 PM, the sun had 

not  been  gone  very  long and this full moon 

 had not been up very long.  As you may 

know – the full moon rises just about the 

same time as the sun sets.  Due to the lack of 

natural light and other conditions this photo 

lacks much saturation, but it is nice. 
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The upper photo on the facing page was 
taken by moonlight.  That is, of course, Mt. 
Fuji out there.  You can also see a blanket of 
fog sitting on top of Yamanaka Lake.  If you 
look very closely you can see flashlights on 
the side of Mt. Fuji as zealous climbers at-
tempt to attain the summit to witness the sun-
rise.  This photo was taken at 2:59 AM. 
 
The lower photo on the facing page shows 
approximately the same area as the upper one, 
but daylight is now approaching.  The time is 
now 5:05 AM.  You can still see some flash-
lights on the side of the mountain.  They are 

not going to make it to the summit for the 
sunrise – it is only a few moments away. 
 
In the above photo, taken at 5:49 AM, you 
can see that the sun has come up and is 
shining on Mt. Fuji and you can see the 
shadow of Mt. Myoujin, the mountain we 
are standing on, down below us.  The blan-
ket of fog still covers Yamanaka Lake.  
The climbers who succeeded in getting to 
the summit of Mt. Fuji in time for the sun-
rise were probably disappointed as the ac-
tual moment of sunrise was obscured by a 
bank of clouds on the eastern horizon. 
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This attractive scene, taken just as we had 
finished breaking camp and were doing our 
final preparations to leave at 7:59 AM, 
shows a cute little cloud which seems to be 
rising directly off the summit of Mt. Fuji – it 
looks like there is steam or smoke rising 
from the mountain itself.  Of course it is 
not, it’s just an interesting cloud phenome-
non is all.  The clouds around Mt. Fuji come 
and go constantly – in this case the cloud 
had totally dissipated less than a minute 
later.  So, that means that we were fortunate 
that we even noticed it and managed to cap-
ture it in a photo.   

You may find it surprising to learn that we 
have never climbed Mt. Fuji.  Why?  Because 
we have no desire to battle the crowds of 
people scrambling to the summit.  We have 
seen TV specials of the lines of people climb-
ing to the summit, have heard stories of hav-
ing to wait behind a line that is not moving 
and nobody has any idea why the line is not 
moving.  Apparently once on the trail you are 
not permitted to pass the slower people, so if 
a great-grandfather 1 kilometer ahead of you 
stops for a 30 minute break then everybody 
behind him has to stop too.  To us that does 
not sound appealing. 
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Now we’re going to take a trip to Toyama 
Prefecture, in the Chubu Region and return 

to the Hida Mountains – also known as the 

Japanese Northern Alps Mountain Range.  

We visited a different part of the Japanese 
Northern Alps back on pages 27 – 29 of vol-

ume 1 and pages 38 – 59 of volume 2.  We’ll 
be climbing five peaks in this section of 

mountains.  The mountains we’ll be summit-
ing are Mt. Oh (O-Yama) (2,992 meters = 

9,815 feet), Mt. Oonanji (Tateyama) (3,015 
meters = 9,892 feet), Mt. Masago (Masago-

dake) (2,861 meters = 9,386 feet), Mt. Bes-

san (Bessan) (2,874 meters = 9,429 feet) and 
North Mt. Bessan (Kita-Bessan) (2,880 me-

ters = 9,449 feet).   
 

The photo above shows the central part of 
the ridgeline which runs from south to north.  

Note that this entire area is above tree line.  
The tallest vegetation which grows here are 

the bushes which you can see.  The maximum 
height of the vegetation is about 2 meters 

(about 6 feet).  You’ll see some autumn colors 
on this trip too. 
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The photo on the facing page is a beautiful 

Aconitum sp. flower.  There are over 250 

species in this genera, so it’s not possible for 

us to definitely identify it.  You are probably 

aware that this plant is also known as 

wolfsbane, monkshood, aconite, Devil’s hel-

met and blue rocket in addition to others.  

It is in the buttercup family (Ranuncu-

laceae).  Several  species of Aconitum have 

been used to poison arrows in times gone 

by.  It is extremely poisonous. 

 

The photo just above was taken as we 

climbed along the trail from Murudo to the 

Ichinokoshi Hut.  The multiple purposes of 

this photo were to capture the astounding 

clouds and the blue sky in addition to the 

mountain scenery. 
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This is the Oyama Shrine.  This small shrine 
is located at one of the peaks of Tateyama.  
It is actually the summit of Oyama (Mt. Oh) 
(2,992 meters = 9,815 feet).  You cannot see it 
in this photo, but there is a monk standing 
there welcoming people.  In addition, it is not 
free to go up there, so that monk also collects 
the money.  We did not go up, so we don’t 
know how much it costs – it may be a dona-
tion or it may require a flat fee.  Many of the 
shrines at mountain peaks in Japan require a 
flat fee, so that’s probably what is required 

here too.  With the mountain colors and the 
autumn clouds it is a very attractive place to 
sit and take a break. 
 
On the facing page is a scene with a large rock 
and some incredible clouds in top position.  
In lower position is a photo taken looking 
back towards Oyama Shrine as we ap-
proached Mt. Oonanji (Tateyama) (3,015 
meters = 9,892 feet) – can you find the shrine 
and the monk?  Once again, you should also 
notice the clouds. 
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Not much grows here, as we mentioned back 
when we showed you the very first photo of 
this area.  Now we are still approaching Mt. 
Oonanji (Tateyama) (3,015 meters = 9,892 
feet), the highest peak.  Kind of off in the dis-
tance – is Mt. Tsurugidake (2,999 meters = 
9,839 feet).  While not the highest peak in 
these mountains, Mt. Tsurugidake is called 
Japan’s “most dangerous climbable moun-
tain”.  Tsurugidake has a number of routes 
which approach world class long routes.   
 
In this photo you can probably identify tiny 
specks on the ridge in front of us – those 

are people on the trail.  Tsurugidake is so 
far away so, although you cannot see them, 
there are probably 100 people on its peak 
right now.  We’ll show you a photo showing 
people at the summit of Tsurugidake just a 
short while later on.  We did not climb Tsu-
rugidake.  We didn’t feel like we wanted to 
chance dying on this trip.   
 
There was even a Japanese movie produced 
in 2009 which chronicled the first military 
climb and mapping of Tsurugidake.  It is a 
very impressive movie.  Of course the title 
is merely “Tsurugidake”. 
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This photo shows a small part of Mt. Tsu-

rugidake and, more importantly, at least to 

us, it shows the Kuranosuke Hut.  The 

Kuranosuke Hut is where we are will be 

staying tonight.  At this time we have just 

crossed the summit of Mt. Oonanji 

(Tateyama) (3,015 meters = 9,892 feet) and 

this is our first sighting of the end of the 

line for us for today.  It has not been an ex-

tremely difficult climb, but it has been long 

and – despite the fact that the hut now 

looks close, it is not.  This shot was taken 

with a telephoto lens!  It’s only 2:04 PM and 

we will not arrive at the hut until about 3:04 

PM – another hour to go. 

 

If you study the photo on the facing page, al-

though the peaks in this photo are not visible, 

you may be able to guess that they would be 

to the right of the area shown in that photo. 
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This scenery and color shot was taken as we 
continued to hike out the ridge shown in the 
photo on page 18.  You can probably match 
the snowfield near the right hand edge of this 
photo with the snowfield which is just to the 
right and just below the center of the photo 
on that page.  If you study carefully you can 
identify several people in this photo.  This is a 
very popular mountain area for climbers in 
Japan.  This is probably especially true now as 
the autumn colors begin to appear. 
 
Notice off to the left side of this photo that it 
appears that the valley down there is under 
the clouds.  When we arrived at the summit of 

the next peak – Mt. Masago (Masago-dake) 
(2,861 meters = 9,386 feet) – we saw that this 
was in fact the case. 
 
On the facing page, the upper photo was 
taken from just above our destination for the 
day – the Kuranosuke Hut.  It shows Mt. 
Bessan (Bessan) (left) and North Mt. Bes-
san (Kita-Bessan) (right).  The lower photo 
shows Mt. Tsurugidake from North Mt. 
Bessan on the following morning.  The small 
insert shows the large number of people who 
have risked their lives to attain the summit of 
Mt. Tsurugidake.  The time of this photo 
was 8:29 AM. 
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Here is an amazing shot of Mt. Tsurugidake 

(2,999 meters = 9,839 feet).  This shot was 

taken from the ridge as we hiked from North 

Mt. Bessan (Kita-Bessan) down towards 

where we started.  This was our final day on 

this climbing adventure.   

 
In the photo above, you probably cannot 

distinguish enough to be able to notice  that 

there is a very large mountain hut down in 

that valley and that there are probably at 

least 100 tents set up, in addition to the ac-

commodations which are available at the 

hut.  We had no idea that anywhere near 

this number of people would be attempting 

to climb Japan’s “most dangerous climb-

able mountain”.  Do they have a death 

wish or what? 

COPYRIGHTED 

MATERIAL 



Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the Seasons 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have now descended low enough so that 

there is some vegetation which is affected by 

cold weather and we’ve found some of the 

most incredible fall colors.  This is just barely 

into the actual season of autumn, but it is cer-

tainly autumn at this elevation on the moun-

tain.  We were amazed to see this kind of col-

oration already and we ended up taking many 

photos of it.   

We wonder what the best season to climb in 

this area probably is.  It is obvious that we 

had some fantastic autumn sky and clouds 

and now that we are getting down to an ele-

vation where there is vegetation, we can 

even enjoy autumn colors, but we have cer-

tainly not seen many flowers during this ad-

venture – it is too late in the season for 

most all flowers. 
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The 2 photos on the facing page are the final 

two from our Mt. Tateyama adventure.  The 

upper photo shows the final ridgeline we 

hiked and now we are on a very minor ridge 

on our way to Jigokudani – Hell’s Valley.  

We have not included any photos of it, but 

there is still an area of very active volcanism 

here.  It has steam vents shooting steam up 

into the air and large bright yellow sulfur 

cones sticking up around the steam fumaroles.   

 
The lower photo on the facing page is a pond 

with a nice reflection. 

 
The photo on this page is a grass-roofed 

house at Shirakawa-go, a World Heritage 

Site which we visited before returning home 

to Tokyo.  There are many homes and busi-

nesses in Shirakawa-go which are grass-roofed.  

It is a most stunning area to visit if you ever 

have the chance. 

 

We’ll show you three photos from this area 

before we leave and then we’ll continue on 

to the next adventure. 
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Here is another shot of a grass-roofed home 

at Shirakawa-go.  It is located in Gifu and 

Toyama Prefectures – in the Chubu Re-

gion.  We were very fortunate to have visited 

here in late September when the rice was rip-

ening and so very nice and yellow in color.  

We were treated to some fascinating sights.  

Of course many other people had the same 

thought and the highways to get here were 

packed.  We were on a bus, so we could sit 

back and relax and let the bus driver worry 

about traffic.  However, personally I do not 

like sitting on a highway with traffic not mov-

ing, so it was not enjoyable for me to travel 

here.  Kazuya has more patience than me 

about traffic, so it did not bother him as much. 
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Here just above is one final shot taken at 

Shirakawa-go.  On one side of the town 

there is a hill and an overlook which you 

can walk up to and look down on the entire 

town.  We walked up there and on the way 

we passed this scenic older building.  It is 

not a home, more likely it’s a barn or tool 

building of some sort.  The ripening rice 

around it offers a very nice gold color and 

all in all it is very attractive. 

 

Now it’s time for us to leave and head back 

towards Tokyo and start on a one day adven-

ture.  It’s also getting to be very close to the 

end of September – there are only three pho-

tos left for this month. 
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This shot was taken in Saitama Prefecture at 
a place called Kinchakuda.  The amazing red 

flowers are Cluster Amaryllis (Lycoris ra-
diata) (Higan-bana in Japanese).  This is a 
very late September flower and at this particu-
lar place it grows in the bend of a river.  This 
smallish river park is filled with this plant and 
in this season so many people come here to 
see this amazing phenomenon that it’s barely 
fun to have to fight the crowds in the park.  It 
is very difficult to get photos with no people 
in them.  This is a relatively small area pic-
tured above, and it’s right on the bank of the 

river, so there are probably people down there 
behind this photo walking on the riverbank. 
 
On the facing page is an additional shot of 
Cluster Amaryllis.  In this shot you can see 
some people without searching too hard. 
 
On page 8 of volume 2 and on page 1 of this 
volume we showed you Lotus plants (Ne-
lumbo nucifera).  Here is a shot of a Lotus 
garden at Kinchakuda in which you can see 
several seedheads.  This (facing page) is the 
final photo of Lotus.  This is also the final 
photo of September. 
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October Photos and Story 
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The image on the facing page, that weird red 
flower, is a Sanguisorba officinalis – 
Waremokou in Japanese.  We have once 
again returned to Mt. Mitake and Mt. Hi-
node, (pages 79 of volume 1, 67 and 68 of 
volume 2)  in Western Tokyo, and are check-
ing out the autumn flowers.  On this particu-
lar date the Waremokou was just about the 
only interesting thing we found.  As you can 
see, this flower is plentiful here. 
 
The photo below was taken after we finished 
up on Mt. Hinode and Mt. Mitake, took the 
cable car down to the bottom and  then  hiked 

down to the Upper-Tama River.  As you will 
note, this river – here in the mountains – is 
very clear and beautiful.  It rushes through 
and around the rocks and is a favorite multi-
ple-use area for kayakers, rafters, rock climb-
ers, picnickers, photographers and young lov-
ers.  It is a multiple-use area in the strictest 
sense of the word.   
 
In the hot summer months this is a favorite 
place to cool off too.  Sitting beside the river 
with ones feet in the water, sipping on a cool 
beer and watching people is a nice thing to do 
to relax after hiking in the local mountains. 
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The facing page photo shows the Upper-

Tama River looking upstream from a spot 

near Mitake.  The sun is going down and re-

flecting on the river in this very attractive 

scene.  On the right side of the photo you can 

see some people walking along the developed 

trail and quite a distance upstream you can see 

a footbridge.   

 

The shot on this page shows an amazing blue 

cast to the entire photo due to the particular 

lighting conditions, shadows and so on.  

Nothing special has been done to this photo 

to make it more blue than it naturally is.  You 

can also get a good idea of scale due to the 

kayakers, the person standing on the rock and 

the ropes with poles hanging on them – which 

the kayakers attempt to go through – either 

from upstream or from downstream.  They 

have several kayak events here every year.  

Fortunately they remove the ropes and poles 

between events. 
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Now we’re going to take a trip to Nagano 
Prefecture and climb Mt. Kiso-Komagatake 
(2,956 meters = 9,698 feet).  It is the highest 
peak in the Japanese Central Alps Moun-
tain Range.  It was pretty cloudy as we 
climbed from the top of the Gondola to the 
hut where we had our reservations at.  It was 
getting cold and blustery, but we didn’t think 
too much of it – we were not worried for our 
safety or anything like that.   
 
The photo above shows what it looked like 
outside of the hut on the following morning.  
The white is ICE.  We realized that it was 
cold and of course we knew that it was raining 
and very windy during the night, but we were 

tucked warm and cozy under our blankets and 
did not realize that the rain was turning to ice 
on everything it struck.  When we looked out-
side the next morning we hoped that the peo-
ple who were in tents had plenty of warm gear 
with them.  We knew that we were not pre-
pared to descend the mountain in these condi-
tions. 
 
The facing page shows what we saw as we be-
gan our descent of the mountain back to-
wards the top of the Gondola.  That white 
stuff is ice.  The trail was extremely slippery, 
we had no gloves, warm hats, long underwear 
or anything adequate for this kind of weather.  
It was scary. 
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The facing page photo shows a sign along the 

trail as we descended to the Gondola.  The 

person in the photo is a stranger.  Look at the 

amount of ice which is on the horizontal sur-

faces – as we mentioned above – we were not 

at all prepared for this.  The hoarfrost was de-

veloping on our caps and jackets, our fingers 

were numb, our toes were numb and the 

weather was not relenting as we went down.  

Silly people were also coming up as we were 

going down.  We felt that the smartest people 

we encountered all day were the ones which 

turned around and went back down when 

they saw us on our way down.  They probably 

noticed the hoarfrost on our clothing and de-

cided that, like us, they were not prepared for 

these conditions.   

 

The photo on this page is an additional shot 

which gives you more of an idea of how 

much ice was on everything as we de-

scended along the trail.   
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This photo just above shows some of the 

amazing beauty of the icy scenery.  We are 

presently approaching the bottom of the 

trail and getting close to the Gondola.  We 

are still alive, we have not slipped on the ice 

and ended up going head over heels off the 

mountain, so now we can begin to appreci-

ate the beauty.  Here you can note some au-

tumn colors, the clouds still all around us 

and – of course – the ice on all of the 

bushes.  One of the reasons we came here 

was for autumn colors.  This is actually the 

first chance we have had to be able to see 

and appreciate them. 
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Is it going to clear up or not?  The clouds 

are presently coming and going and this is 

the best scene we have had since we’ve been 

here.  This was taken from very close to the 

top of the Gondola.  This is also the first 

time we’ve seen this much blue sky since 

we’ve been here.  We have decided to wait 

and see if it might possibly clear up even 

more before proceeding down!  There is 

such an amazing difference between the 

weather now and when we first started com-

ing down the mountain.  Apparently we 

should have spent more time loitering at the 

hut before beginning our descent. 
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The clouds – 

do they want to 

come or do 

they want to 

go?  They seem 

to be unsure 

about what they 

want to do! 

 
9:01 AM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:02 AM 
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This photo shows the trail – the amazing se-

ries of switchbacks – which we traversed on 

both our climb and again on our descent.  

This was the first time we had been able to 

see what we had walked up and down – we 

were absolutely amazed to see this land-

scape.  Each one of those small colored 

dots is a person.  The clouds are still coming 

and going – will they finally all disappear or 

will they not? 
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This photo shows the ridge-top still snowy 

and the nearby bushes still covered with ice.  

The clouds seem to be going away, but we still 

cannot be sure of what it going to happen.  

We are hesitating to take the Gondola down 

for fear that the weather will get beautiful if 

we leave now.  At this time we still have not 

been able to see 360°.   

The facing page photo shows one of the 

scenes we saw as we rode the Gondola Car 

down to the base of the mountain.  Is this 

country steep?  We think so!  Now you can 

see some of the autumn colors which we had 

hoped to see.  This is the first we’ve seen 

them too.  Yesterday, when we rode the Gon-

dola up, it was 100% cloudy. 
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Here is an additional (and final) shot which 

was taken before we started the Gondola ride 

to the base of the mountain.  We put it here 

(out of chronological order) so that we could 

have this space to be able to make comments 

on the facing page photo as well as this one.  

You’ll note that the clouds never did disap-

pear 100% before we began our descent.  

Such is life. 

The facing page photo is another which was 

taken as we descended in the Gondola.  Such 

amazing colors and contrasts.  We hope to be 

able to return here again someday in the fu-

ture. 

 
The photos on pages 46 and 47 were also 

taken as we descended in the Gondola and 

show you more scenery and autumn colors. 
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This is the final photo from our Mt. Kiso-

Komagatake adventure.  This was taken 

from near the Youth hostel we stayed at.  

Mt. Kiso-Komagatake is the rocky peak just 

about in the center of this photo.  If you 

study carefully you can discern the route of 

the Gondola and you can see some orange 

towers – they are the cable towers for the 

Gondola.  You’ll note that – yes – it finally 

did clear up 100%, but we were not there 

for it.  We were quite cold – in fact chilled 

to the bone – when we got down here.  The 

first thing we did was go to a Hot Spring 

and soak until we got thoroughly warmed 

up.  After that, we went out to lunch. 

 
We did not realize it until later, but this 

freak storm on October 7th and 8th in the 

Central Alps Mountains resulted in the 

deaths of 9 people.  Personally, I learned of 

it when I returned to work on Tuesday, Oc-

tober 10th and people were thrilled to find 

me among the living.  I was shocked until 

they explained why they were concerned.   
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You may think this looks familiar.  That’s be-

cause you saw this shrine, at the summit of 

Hakone’s  Mt. Komagatake (1,357 meters 

= 4,451 feet) back on page 96 of volume 1.  

That shot was taken in the early part of June 

and the sky was somewhat overcast.  In addi-

tion that photo was taken from a different an-

gle.  This photo was taken in October with a 

beautiful blue sky background and from the 

left front of the shrine.  We hope that you 

don’t mind seeing this photo.  You may recall 

that this Mt. Komagatake is the high moun-

tain on the east side of Hakone’s Lake Ashi 

and there is a ropeway to the summit.  You 

should not confuse this with the Mt. Kiso-

Komagatake from the previous several pages. 
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Here is a pretty shot of Mt. Fuji taken from 
beside the shrine shown on the previous page.  
We have been to this Mt. Komagatake several 
times now in different seasons and we have 
never again been able to even approximate a 
shot similar to this one.  The roof of the 
shrine is copper plate and that is the reason it 
has such an intriguing blue color.   
 
As mentioned earlier, there is a ropeway to 
the summit of this mountain.  We did not 
mention earlier, however, that from here, you 
can hike across Mt. Kamiyama (1,438 meters 
= 4,718 feet) and end up at Owakudani.  It is 

a little steep and it is a bit long, but it can be 
done in a couple of hours with no problem.  
From Owakudani, of course you can take the 
ropeway back down to Lake Ashi, or down 
the other direction towards Gora. 
 
On the facing page we’re at Showa-Kinen 
Park in Western Tokyo once again (page 1).  
This flower is Osmanthus fragrans var. au-
rantiacus (Kin-moku-sei in Japanese).  This 
is an amazingly fragrant flower and the fra-
grance absolutely fills the air for a long ways 
around these trees.  It’s a very interesting 
flower isn’t it. 
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These 2 photos 

were also taken 

at Showa-Ki-

nen Park in late 

October.  They 

show you some 

Cosmos sp. 

flowers.  This 

park plants an 

entire hill (to 

the left) with 

Cosmos seeds 

every year.  In 

the fall, when it 

is at its peak of 

flowering, it is a 

sight to see.  It’s 

hard to imagine 

how large of an 

area this is.  If 

you look closely 

you can see 

some people up 

on the hillside.  

As you’ll proba-

bly note, the 

main color of 

Cosmos flowers 

is shades of red.  

There are some 

yellow ones, but 

not many. 
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Now let’s return to Kusatsu (previously 

seen on page 43 of volume 1, 3 – 7 of this 

volume) in Gunma Prefecture.  We’ve 

mentioned that we like to visit this place in 

the cool and cold weather because the best 

thing to do here is to soak in the many hot 

springs. This little building is one of the free 

public hot baths which you can find in Ku-

satsu.  The men’s part is through the left 

door and the ladies part is through the right 

door.  Notice the cupalo on the building to 

permit easy exit of the steam. 

In Kusatsu there are about 18 free public 

baths.  They are scattered all over town and 

therefore some of them come from differ-

ent hot water sources than others.  They are 

all characterized as being very hot.  You 

have to ease yourself into the water and 

then once in the water it’s painful to move 

around.  You can’t stay in the water for very 

long – you have to get out and cool off.  

That’s another good reason for coming here 

during the cool season of the year, so that 

you can cool off outdoors! 
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We called this 

the “burning 

bush” – what an 

amazing shade 

of red.  It was 

the brightest red 

anywhere near 

this area.  This 

was close to the 

Mt. Shirane trail 

(pages 2, 4 and 

6.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the same 

rock which was 

pictured on 

page 5 at Yu-

miike (Yumi 

Pond).  The an-

gle is different 

and the autumn 

colors are much 

more apparent 

here than they 

were on page 5.   
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Back on page 6 we showed you a photo with a 

number of snags (dead trees) in it and we 

promised that we’d show you an October 

photo which shows a weird lighting phe-

nomenon.  Well, this is that photo.  The weird 

lighting is the effect which makes it appear 

that the trees are ice-covered.  We studied this 

very closely to be sure that it was not ice on 

the trees.  There was some scattered snow and 

ice on the ground here – it had, apparently 

snowed during the previous night – so we 

really thought we were looking at a layer of ice 

on these trees.  We finally decided that it was 

not possible, and then a few moments later 

the lighting conditions changed and we were 

sure that it was not ice, but merely the lighting. 
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This shot, taken as we hiked from the Mt. 
Shirane area towards Mt. Moto-Shirane, 
shows some rather stunning autumn colors.  
The red-leafed plant is a kind of blueberry – 
wild of course.  The stunted pine trees are a 
kind of mountain pine and the yellow needle 
tree right in front of the camera is a larch tree 
(Larix sp.).  Note that there are also many 
colors of soil as you descend the scree slope 
here.  We did not come down this way, we 
came around from the right on the trail.  We 
found blueberries, crowberries, snowberries 
and a few other berries on this hike.  Not all 

of them were delicious – or even edible – but 
the ones which were edible, we enjoyed as we 
hiked along. 
 
The upper photo on the facing page was 
taken looking back towards this area.  The 
above spot would be on the extreme right 
edge of the upper photo and looking uphill.   
 
The lower photo on the facing page shows 
Mt. Moto-Shirane (2,171 meters = 7,123 
feet).  You can easily see people hiking to its 
summit in this photo. 
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Here is the final photo we’ll show you from 

this trip to Kusatsu.  By now you should 

know what this animal is, right?  You’ve 

seen this species on pages 48 of volume 1 

and 34 of volume 2.  Can you recall?  It is a 

Capricornis crispus, a Japanese Serow 

(Kamoshika in Japanese).  This one strolled 

down the trail ahead of us for quite some 

time and gave us several chances to get pho-

tos.  Unfortunately it tended to stay quite a 

ways out in front of us – it did not want us 

to get very close at all.  This shot was taken 

at the maximum zoom range of my camera.  

Finally it got tired of us and it went off the 

trail and into the thick brush where we ab-

solutely did not want to follow.  It was 

probably getting to the edge of its home 

range and didn’t want to go any further. 
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Now let’s take a very brief trip out to Mt. 

Mitake (929 meters = 3,048 feet).  The only 

photo which will be included from this trip is 

the one above.  We don’t know what kind of 

a seedhead this is, but it is very photogenic.  

We see these seedheads every now and then 

in the fall and we often take photos of them 

when we see them, but this is the best shot 

we’ve ever ended up with.  They are an inter-

esting color and appealing to the eye.  This 

one was found in a spot at the end of a side 

trail near Mt. Mitake Shrine.  The building 

above is a shelter where one can eat lunch if 

it’s raining or snowing.   
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Here is another very brief trip.  This was a 

colony of a very small mushroom on one of 

the slopes of Mt. Takao (Takao-san).  On 

this day we found several different species 

of mushrooms and fungi, but this one was 

by far the most intriguing.  Each tiny cap is 

probably only about 0.25 inches (6 mm) in 

diameter.  You’ll note that they are also 

scattered on the ground below the log 

which this large colony is growing upon.  

We had never seen anything like this – and, 

to date – we have not seen anything like it 

since this sighting.  We have not shown you 

many mushrooms or fungi in this compila-

tion of photos.  We believe that they should 

not be entirely overlooked though. 
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We showed you the “wild” version of this 

flower back on page 4 of volume 2 – do you 

remember what it is?  The photo here shows 

a cultivar of Saxifraga sp., but we have no 

idea which one.  You may recall that in Japa-

nese it is called the “Dai” flower as it as-

sumes the shape of the kanji character Dai 

(大). We found these in a park greenhouse in 

Gora, which is a stop on the  ropeway  which 

takes  you  up to Owakudani.  On this trip to 

Owakudani it was once again cloudy and it 

looked very similar to the scene on page 34 

of volume 1 when we arrived at the summit.  

We didn’t spend much time there, we hiked 

up to the black egg place and ate some eggs 

and then we continued on our way down to 

Lake Ashi.  From there we took a bus to 

Sengokuhara and we’ll show you some pho-

tos of that area on the next few pages. 
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The two photos on the facing page show two 
excellent examples of Susuki Grass (Miscan-
thus sinensis).  The Sengoku-Kogen area of 
Sengokuhara is famous for this huge field of 
Susuki Grass.  We have no idea how large it 
is.  In the lower photo you can get a slight feel 
for the size of it, but only a slight feel.  In the 
autumn when this field is at its peak of beauty 
the single trail which goes through the center 
of this field is filled with people.  It’s probably 
around a mile (1.2 kilometers) in length, so it 
can take a good hour or more to hike up to 
the top of the hill by the time you stop every 
few yards (meters) and take a couple of pho-
tos.  Depending on the exact lighting condi-

tions, the grass can appear many different 
colors to the camera.  The shots on the facing 
page certainly appear golden. 
 
The below photo, of course another of Susuki 
Grass, and on the same day, appears to be a 
very different color than the ones on the fac-
ing page.  We cannot explain precisely why 
this is, but this photo is definitely more of a 
silver shade than it is a gold shade.  Did it 
suddenly get more cloudy, did the clouds get 
more gray in color, what happened?  This was 
not a sunny day, not at all, but the sun was 
appearing now and then, so that could be the 
explanation. 
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The upper photo on the facing page is the 

final one of Susuki Grass (Miscanthus 

sinensis) taken at Sengoku-Kogen.  You 

may note that this one once again appears 

golden in color.   

 
The lower collage is Gentiana scabra var. 

buergeri showing a shot from the side and a 

shot taken looking right down into the plant.  

This was also found at Sengoku-Kogen.  It 

was along the trail as we hiked up towards the 

top of the Susuki Grass field.  We were rather 

surprised to find it here.   

The photo on this page was taken the follow-

ing day as we rode the Cable Car from Lake 

Ashi up towards Owakudani.  You may recall 

that it was cloudy yesterday when we passed 

through this area.  This shot below was taken 

in the relatively early morning (first cable car) 

(9:02 AM) and shows the steam rising from 

the volcanic area.  The black egg cooking 

place is the building which you can see just 

below, and to the left, of the steamy area on 

the right side of the photo.   
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Here, just above, is the final October photo.  

This was taken from the Owakudani park-

ing lot (see page 95 of volume 1 for a spring 

photo taken here).  This is, of course, Mt. 

Fuji and it was taken through the Susuki 

Grass (Miscanthus sinensis) which was 

growing along the edge of the parking lot 

here.  We went to great efforts to get good 

depth-of-field for this photo so  that  every- 

thing would be in focus.  We shot several 

images here – looking through various 

weeds and autumn flowers.  We had a 

choice of looking through Thistle Flowers, 

Goldenrod Flowers or this Susuki Grass.  

When we got home and looked at all of 

them this had the most appealing colors.  

The ones taken through the bright yellow 

Goldenrod and the pink Thistle were just 

too gaudy. 
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November Photos and Story 
 
Here we begin the photos taken during No-

vember.  Once again, these photos have been 

taken over the course of several years.   

 

This cute little plant is Swertia japonica or 

Senburi in Japanese.  This is probably just 

about the very latest blooming flower which 

we find in the autumn.  To get these flower 

photos we have once again returned to Mt. 

Hinode and Mt. Mitake in Western Tokyo.  

We really love finding this flower – it can 

range from snow white in color to just a bit 

pink.  Of course this photo shows unopened 

buds.  We have noticed that the flower has 5 

petals most of the time, but it is not at all un-

common to find a flower with only 4 petals. 
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The above photo shows a very interesting 
lighting effect – the sun was shining through 

the plant and it was lit in a very photogenic 

manner.  This only lasted a few 

moments and then the effect was 
gone and the sun did not help 

the photo at all.   
 

This little insert shows an open 
flower – one which has 5 petals.   

 

We always get excited to find this flower in 
bloom, we are not sure why it should excite us 

so – possibly it is because that although the 
weather is getting cold and the first frosts 
have already happened that something can 

survive and actually blossom 
and be beautiful. 
 
The facing page photo was 
taken along the Mt. Kawanori 
Trail (pages 11, 12 and 13 of 
volume 1).  It is a pretty good 
autumn color shot.  In Novem-

ber the autumn colors peak around the Tokyo 
area – you will see several autumn color shots 
this month. 
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The two photos on the facing page were 

both taken on Mt. Kumotori (pages 64 – 66, 

79 of volume 1, 117 – 126 of volume 2).  

The upper photo shows that on the day 

which we climbed this peak (2,017.6 meters 

= 6,619 feet) in November one year that the 

weather was not very nice.   

 
The lower photo, 
a panorama of the 
summit which 
shows the summit 
hut, shows that on 
the next morning 
the weather had 
cleared up and it 
was a beautiful day.  
In both of these 
photos you will 
probably notice 
that most of the 
leaves are already 
gone at this 
elevation.   
 
The photo on this 
page shows you 
the very same snag 
which we dis-
played for you 
back on page 65 
of volume 1.  That 
photo showed 
some sunset col-
ors and this photo 
shows the beauti-
ful “big sky” and 
bright colors of 
autumn.  This 
photo was taken at 
8:37 AM.  This is 
not far below the 
summit of Mt. 
Kumotori. 
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These 3 photos were taken at Jindai Botani-
cal Garden – in the autumn they have a 
Chrysanthemum Fair – these 3 photos 

show the Chrysanthemum Waterfall, a 
Bonsai Chrysanthemum and a “Wagon” 
Full of Chrysanthemums.   
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Here is another photo which shows Corta-

deria selloana commonly known as Pampas 

Grass.  You saw this same patch of Pampas 

Grass in Jindai Botanical Garden back on 

page 128 of volume 2.  That previous photo, 

taken in September, showed it at its absolute 

peak, but you could not really see anything for 

scale.  This photo, taken in November, shows 

a knee-high rope fence for scale and also 

shows some minor fall colors in the back-

ground trees.  At this time of the year the seed 

heads are starting to get just a little bit ragged 

and they are not quite as beautifully white as 

they were back in September. 
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Every year sometime in November we go out 

to the Upper-Tama River at Mitake to view 

the incredible combination of colors shown in 

this photo.  On the near shore of the river are 

some smaller Red Maple trees which offer the 

brightest red color that you can imagine.  

Then, on the far side of the river is an amaz-

ingly yellow-leaved Ginkgo tree (Ginkgo 

biloba).  The building behind the Ginkgo tree 

and to the right is a restaurant.  You can get 

the most magnificent photos from this spot if 

you spend a nice sunny day here.  The light 

changes from morning through late afternoon.  

This particular photo was taken at 2:20 PM.  

You can even see the top of the mountain 

ridge in this photo. 

 

Over the next few pages we’re going to show 

you several photos taken from this area 

through the years.  We’ll give you the time of 

each photo, but other than that we won’t say 

too much about the individual photos. 
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On the previous two pages we showed you 

two shots which were taken from the same 

spot, but separated in time by nine days.  

They were both taken from approximately 

the same place as the shot on page 75 and 

also on this page.  This was a challenge – 

how does a person remember the precise 

location where one stood and shot a picture 

when shooting in a place where many peo-

ple frequent every day?  It’s not easy.  Well, 

we just relied on our memories and did our 

best and the result shows that we did a 

pretty good job of remembering. 

 

The photo on this page was taken in a differ-

ent year than the ones on pages 76 and 77.  It 

was taken at 1:18 PM and the tree trunk was 

used to block some undesirable scenery. 

 

The facing page photo shows the Famous 

Ginkgo Tree and its yellow reflection in the 

Upper-Tama River.   
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This photo 

ended up 

having very 

vivid colors – 

we did not do 

anything to it to 

increase the 

saturation or 

vibrance.  This 

photo was 

taken at 2:40 

PM.  It is also 

zoomed in 

quite a bit. 

 
 
 
 
Here is a late 

morning shot – 

11:16 AM.  It is 

quite similar to 

the photo on 

page 77, but 

this one shows 

quite a bit more 

Red Maple 

color than that 

one did.   
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Here is the final shot of the famous Ginkgo 

biloba tree at Mitake which was taken 

through the Red Maple trees (there is one 

more photo, but not taken through the ma-

ple leaves).  For this shot we focused on the 

Red Maple leaves and let the yellow Ginkgo 

leaves remain unfocused.  This photo was 

shot at 3:56 PM.   

If you ever find yourself in Tokyo in No-

vember it is definitely worth your time and 

effort to take the Chuo Line Train and the 

Ome Line Train out to Mitake, walk 

down to the Tama River and check to see 

if you happen to be here at the right time of 

the season to be able to see this – you won’t 

be sorry you did it. 
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The facing page photo is another (and the 

final) of the Ginkgo tree at Mitake.  It was 

taken somewhat upstream from where the 

Red Maple trees are.  It was also taken on 

the opposite side of the river – this is the 

side where the Ginkgo tree actually is.  

You’ll notice the huge rocks along the river.  

Did you notice that this is the cover photo 

on this book? 

Here is a beautiful autumn color shot of 

golden-brown colors.  This photo was also 

taken near Mitake as we hiked up the river 

towards Sawai Station.  The colors are nice 

against the green of the coniferous forest on 

the side of the mountain.  You can find 

scenes like this on the same day you can see 

the beautiful yellow Ginkgo tree shown on 

the previous few pages.   
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The above photo is actually quite a wide angle 
shot.  It consists of 3 portrait-mode photos 
which have been stitched together to create 
this panorama.  These photos were taken 
from the footbridge at the Sawanoi Saké 
Brewery near Sawai Station. 
 
You cannot expect to see colors this wonder-
ful here every year.  This happened to be a 
very good year for autumn colors and we saw 
more colors than we had ever seen before.  
The Ginkgo and the Red Maple trees at Mi-
take are quite marvelous every year, but these 
golden-browns and oranges are not apparent 

every year.  This had been an extremely hot 
summer and then there was an early freeze 
and this was what we attributed these great 
colors to. 
 
The facing page photo was taken further west 
from Mitake – it was taken along the old 
road from Okutama to Okutama Lake – at 
the end of the Ome Train Line in Western 
Tokyo.  It is actually an image composed of 
3-exposure bracketed photos which have been 
combined into one image using imaging soft-
ware.  This is what is referred to as an HDR 
(High Dynamic Range) image. 
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The photo on the facing page was also taken 

as we hiked the Okutama Old Road from 

Okutama to Okutama Lake.  The river is 

the Upper-Tama River and it is not very far 

below Okutama Lake.  You’ll note that this is 

a very steep area.  This maple tree is quite 

colorful most years. 

The below photo was taken at Okutama Lake 

on a somewhat foggy morning one year.  The 

time was 10:22 AM, so the sun is well up in 

the sky and offering pretty good light.  This 

photo was zoomed to quite an extent, so we 

are looking through quite a bit of light fog.  

The autumn colors show up fairly well. 
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Here, immediately above, is another shot of 

Okutama Lake.  This photo was taken at 

approximately the same time as the one on 

the previous page, but, obviously this one 

was not zoomed as much.  The clouds, in 

combination with the light fog and the sun 

shining through holes in the clouds make 

for a very interesting effect.  You will also 

note that the autumn colors are pretty good 

in this photo.  We wondered if this kind of 

weather was actually nicer than clear blue 

skies.  We certainly would not have been 

able to get this type of effect if it had been a 

clear blue sky day.  Also, in the autumn and 

looking across this kind of distance, it is of-

ten very hazy. 
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This photo was taken as we hiked towards 

the west from Musashi-Itsukaichi Station 

at the end of the Itsukaichi Train Line.  

This shows some pretty amazing color.  You 

can get here from Tokyo by taking the 

Chuo Train Line from Tokyo, Shinjuku 

or another station, riding to Tachikawa and 

transferring to the Ome Train Line and 

then riding to Haijima Station and trans-

ferring to the Itsukaichi Train Line.  

There are city buses which take you west, 

but then you will be forced to merely take 

photos from the bus windows, so it’s better 

to walk west during the time of good light 

and then take a bus back to the station 

when you get tired. 
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This photo was also taken as we hiked to-

wards the west from Musashi-Itsukaichi 

Station at the end of the Itsukaichi Train 

Line.  The footbridge shown in this photo 

leads to a Hot Spring.  The image shown 

here consists of 2 portrait-mode photos 

which have been stitched together to create 

this panorama. 
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Back on page 54 we showed you a photo of 

what we called “The Burning Bush”, well, 

that one actually pales in comparison to this 

one – another “Burning Bush”!  This was 

taken very close to home – just a 15 minute 

bicycle ride away – in Nogawa Park.  It 

was November 21st and the colors were be-

ginning to peak right here in the Tokyo area.  

We are not sure what kind of bush this is, 

but the colors were so brilliant that this 

photo cannot be left out of any exhibit of 

autumn colors. 
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For the facing page photo, of ripe Persim-

mon Fruits (Diospyros sp.) we went to Mt. 

Kobotoke-Shiro (670 meters = 2,199 feet), 

near Mt. Takao.  Although there are many 

persimmon trees in Japan, it is so difficult to 

find one which does not have a house, elec-

tric wires or something else unappealing be-

hind it.  It is very difficult to find one which 

is photogenic. 

The photo just below on this page high-

lights a very small branch on a Red Maple 

tree.  This small branch just happens to be 

illuminated by the bright sun at this particu-

lar moment in time.  Of course just a mo-

ment or two later the effect was gone as the 

sun and the shadows shifted.  We were for-

tunate to have been at this spot at this pre-

cise moment in time.  
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The facing page photo was taken at Jindai 

Botanical Garden in late November and 

shows the brick-red colors of the Metase-

quoia (Metasequoia glyptostroboides) trees 

and their reflection in the pond.  There is also 

a small patch of Susuki Grass (Miscanthus 

sinensis) to add some variety.  These trees be-

come brick-red like this every year, but they 

don’t always become this brilliant so as to be 

practically orange. 

The photo on this page is of the same trees, 

but it was taken in a different year and, obvi-

ously, from a different location; it was shot 

from the right side of the pond shown in the 

previous shot.  The contrast of the green nee-

dles of the pine trees and the brick-red of the 

Metasequoia trees came out very nicely in this 

photo.  You’ll note that this year the Metase-

quoia trees are not as brilliant as they were in 

the photo on the previous page. 
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The photos on this page were also 

taken at Jindai Botanical Gar-

den – in their Maple Garden.  

The Maple Garden has many ma-

ple trees, as the name implies, and 

they can range in color from 

green through brilliant red and or-

ange.  Note the green in the lower 

photo.  Virtually every color of 

the spectrum can be found in this 

area of the Botanical Garden.  It is 

amazing to see. 
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Here are 2 more photos from the 

Maple Garden of Jindai Botani-

cal Garden.  You may be able to 

tell that the upper photo was 

taken on a cloudy day, and de-

spite that handicap – the colors 

are still brilliant. 

 
This lower photo includes some 

people so that you have some-

thing to judge the scale of every-

thing. 
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Here are the final 2 shots taken in 

the Maple Garden of Jindai Bo-

tanical Garden.  We hope that this 

convinces you that if you are ever 

on Tokyo in November that you 

should search for Jindai Botanical 

Garden and then proceed to the 

Maple Garden portion.  The earlier 

in the day you can arrive, the better 

it will be, as this area gets shady in 

early afternoon. 
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This amazing photo was taken in a very small park in Chofu City, on the west side of Tokyo.  

We could not believe how brilliant of a red color this single tree was.  It was just so incredible.  

We happened to find this on our way to Jindai Botanical Garden via a rather roundabout route, 

a route which we seldom travel, but for some reason we decided to bicycle this route on this 

date.  We were pleased that we did. 
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Here are the fi-
nal two photos 
from November.  
The upper one 
was taken at 
Tonogayato 
Garden in Ko-
kubunji, on the 
west side of 
Tokyo.  It is a 
goldfish in a 
pond with a few 
Red Maple 
leaves floating 
around. 
 
The lower shot 
was taken near 
our apartment 
house and it 
shows a colorful 
residential street. 
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December Photos and Story 
 
Here we enter the final month of the year and 

we have only selected thirteen photos from 

December which we have taken through the 

years that we want to show you, so we will 

wrap up this month pretty quickly.  Virtually 

all of the photos which we have to show you 

which were taken during December through 

the years are of final autumn color.  Hopefully 

you enjoy seeing autumn colors. 

This photo immediately below shows a lily 

seedhead on a bright sunny day.  This was 

taken at Nogawa Park – that’s the park 

where we can easily go to on bicycle.  We are 

able to see many seedheads like this one and 

they are persistent even into very late winter.  

We have sometimes even collected them and 

brought them home to use as winter decora-

tions in bud vases. 
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The two photos on the facing page were taken 

one year at Jindai Botanical Garden in the 

Maple Garden in December.  Some years the 

fall colors come later than they do in other 

years.  It all depends on the date of the first 

good freeze in combination with the photope-

riod (hours of daylight).  If the first good 

freeze is too late and the days are already too 

short then there will not be good colors at all.  

If the first hard freeze is early then we will 

most likely have some wonderful autumn col-

ors.  We never know what will happen. 

The below photo, also taken in Jindai Bo-

tanical Garden shows some very stunning 

colors.  This was the only year we have ever 

seen these three trees with good color.  So, if 

you visit Jindai Botanical Garden in Novem-

ber or December and happen to notice these 

3 trees, do not be totally surprised if they do 

not exhibit colors such as this.  This photo 

was actually taken in 2007 – you can research 

the weather records for that year if you have 

the intense interest to do so.  Apparently we 

had a hard frost at precisely the proper time. 
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On the facing page in top position is a 2 shot 

panorama of the pond area at Koishikawa 

Botanical Garden.  This Botanical Garden is 

run by Tokyo University and is quite large.  

It is a very nice place to go in all seasons – for 

various flowers in the spring and summer,  

and then in the autumn for the colors. 

 
In the lower position on the facing page is a 

nice shot of colorful Ginkgo biloba leaves 

which was taken at Sourousenen (Sour-

ousen Garden) in Kokubunji, on the west 

side of Tokyo. 

 
The photo on this page was taken at the same 

place – Sourousenen (Sourousen Garden) 

and exhibits a beautiful sun phenomenon.  

We never use any kind of filters or any imag-

ing software to achieve this effect – we always 

manage to find it naturally.  This is not the 

first time you have seen this star effect in our 

photos (pages 45 and 114 of volume 2). 
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You may be able to guess that the facing 
page photo is the brilliant yellow of another 

Ginkgo biloba tree.  This shot was taken 
at Tonogayato Garden in Kokubunji.  
This photo was taken in a different year 
than the one shown on page 100, which 
was taken in November.   
 
The right photo on this page was taken at 
our local Nogawa Park – obviously the 
reflection of  brilliant Red Maple leaves on 
a pond.   
 
 

The photo to the left was shot at 
Tonogayato Garden in Kokubunji.  It is 
the reflection of an amazingly orange maple 
tree on the water of a pond.  You may 
notice some weird silver colored leaves 
floating on the surface of the pond.  We are 
not sure why they appear to be silver in 
color, it was an accident of lighting, the 
effect was not achieved with imaging 
software or anything else. 
 
We very rarely get good results when we try 
taking these reflection shots.  We were 
quite pleased with these 2 shots.  Hope you 
enjoy them too. 
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Here is a very late fall Goldenrod plant.  

This was taken along the Tama River not 

far from Koremasa, on the Seibu Tama-

gawa Train Line. 
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This is a Persimmon 

Tree (Diospyros sp.) 

which was found 

growing in front of a 

picturesque old house.  

This was quite near our 

house.  Obviously this 

photo was manipulated 

with imaging software 

to convert everything to 

grayscale except for the 

Persimmon fruits. 

 
We are sorry to report 

that this tree is no 

longer here, it was cut 

down a couple of years 

after this photo was 

taken.  It would not 

surprise us to see the 

house disappear one 

day soon too – to be 

replaced by something 

more modern and 

“plastic”. 
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Here is the final photo of autumn – this 
photo was taken one year on December 19th.  
It is under the Metasequoia (Metasequoia 
glyptostroboides) trees at Jindai Botanical 
Garden.  You saw the trees from which these 
needles fell back on pages 94 and 95.  The 
photos on those two pages were taken from 
the opposite side of this pond and looking at 
the trees which you only see the trunks of in 
this photo.  It is amazing that these needles 
can be so orange or brick-red. 
 

We hope that you have enjoyed your tour of 
the areas of Japan which we have taken you to 

in these several pages.  For more photos you 
can take a tour of our respective websites – 
http://www.danwiz.com  is Daniel’s website 
and Kazuya’s can be found at: 
http://studiesofplantsandwildlife.blogspot.com  
or alternately: 
http://www2.blogger.com/profile/02622643
778290337101.  If you are reading this several 
years after it is published we cannot guarantee 
that these websites will still exist, but as long 
as we live we hope to maintain them.  You 
can also contact us through our respective 
websites.  There is an e-mail link on 
http://www.danwiz.com.   You can leave a 
comment on Kazuya’s Blog and ask him to 
contact you. 
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AFTERWORD 
 
As this book is having the finishing touches 
put on it in April, 2011 – just a few short 
weeks after the March 11, 2011 “Great East-
ern Japan Earthquake”, we feel that we 
should include a couple of words about this 
terrible happening.  We are okay and every-
body we know came out of the experience 

okay, but the nuclear problems persist and we 
wonder if and hope that they will be solved 
without killing all of us.  We hope that the 
people who lost their homes, family members, 
fishing boats, businesses and so on can keep 
fighting to keep going and maintain their hope 
and courage as their problems are very slowly 

solved.   
 
 
 
 
We do not own this photo, but it 
kind of says it all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This one says even more – maybe you cannot 
read the tiny name of the person to whom this 
image is credited.  The name down there in the 
right corner is Vicente Valentine. 
 
 
 
 

The End 
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