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Well, here I go
again with the Annual
Letter. Notice at the
top that this is volume 8! WOW – the
8th year of this thing.
Today is November 25, 2002 so I am starting a
Where??
?
bit earlier than normal. I think I’ll try to tell
Been There!
the story mostly in pictures this year – one
picture is worth 1,000 words, as they commonly
say! So, maybe I can get by with a lot less
Going There
words. Of course I don’t have a color printer
?
yet though, so I’ll send it out via e-mail in
Adobe PDF format so that you can appreciate
the color pictures. This is A4 Size Paper so when
you print this on your printer be sure that the “Fit to
Page” box is checked when you print it out using
Adobe Acrobat Reader. I find that it also works
better if you check the box which says “Print as
Image”. Okay? Okay! Let’s get started!
Ì

2002 Draws
to a Close!

Watched 18 DVDs in January, the most impressive of which
was “Billy Elliot”. If you haven’t seen it, you should!
Ì

February Happenings
In the month of February Kazuya and I did lots of things.
Maybe surprising to most of you, is that the plum blossoms start
coming out in Japan. We went to several Plum Blossom Festivals.
The first was the Mogusaen Plum Blossom Festival. We also went
to an absolutely beautiful park – Hama-Rikyu Gardens. The 2nd
Plum Blossom Festival was at Bubaigawara.

January Happenings
In January Kazuya and I climbed Mt. Takao (599 meters =
1,965 ft). It was a nice little mountain, but no overly impressive
scenery there to include a picture of. We also went to the Ramen
Museum in Yokohama – that was kind of nice and we were able to
eat 2 kinds of exotic ramen! We had one kind as soon as we got
there so that we would be able to walk around and then have a 2nd
kind before we left. That was also “Coming of Age” day in Japan,
so saw lots of girls in beautiful Kimonos.

Mogusaen Plum Blossom Festival –
a Beautiful Plum Tree
I interviewed for a new job at a company which is so good
that I am STILL waiting to get hired there. I guess I have to wait
until somebody dies. At my company people leave weekly – they
are ALWAYS hiring. At this new company they have only hired a
few part-time people since they interviewed me. They say they will
hire me, but that I have to wait for an opening.
I’m going to put in a picture of the Bubaigawara Plum Blossom Festival too, but it has to be on the next page. Sorry.
Ì
In March we
went to Jindaiji
Temple – a temple
which is within bicycling distance of my house – for the “Daruma
Festival”. Daruma is a small doll which has one eye painted on it
when you make your wish. You paint the 2nd eye on after your wish
comes true! Let me stick in a picture of a Daruma Doll too. It is a
picture of a Daruma salesman just below the immediately following
picture.
In March we also saw the “Lord Of The Rings – The Fellowship Of The Ring” movie. WOW!! That was an incredible movie,
and I couldn’t wait for the DVD to come out so that I could listen to
commentary tracks and learn how they created some of the effects
seen in that movie.
We also went to the Takao Science Garden and saw some
really nice flowers on what had been the nicest day of the spring
season to date. That was great.
On Sunday, March 24th I started a 2 week paid vacation, and
Kazuya and I traveled together. We went to several very beautiful

March Happenings

Coming of Age Day.

2

2002 Reporter

places, and I don’t think I can stick in pictures of everything. Let one of the better investments I’ve made in the past year. As of this
date (11/25/2002) I’ve taken over 1,800 photos with it – how much
me put in a few pictures anyway.
would that have cost in film and processing with a conventional
film camera? More than the price of this camera!
Ì

April Happenings

A Bonsai Plum Tree at Bubaigawara Plum
Blossom Festival.

Kama-Daru - a nice waterfall on the
Izu Peninsula.

Mt Fuji on a Beautiful March Day.
A Daruma Doll Salesman.
When we were in the Mt. Fuji area we were very fortunate. It
was raining when we got there, but by sunset of that day it had
mostly cleared and we were able to get some sunset pictures. It
also, coincidentally, was a full moon that night, so we took lots of
full moon pictures of the mountain. Then the next day it was crystal clear until late afternoon and we got lots of great photo shots.
Please remember that I am using a Digital Camera, so it’s VERY
easy for me to pull these into my computer! The Digital Camera is

Anyway
–
vacation was divided
into
2
phases. The first phase covered the Izu Peninsula and some
beautiful waterfalls and some great hikes – no pictures of the Izu
area are included here. Then we went to the Hakone Area, and it
rained on us very steadily for 2 days while we were there. Then we
went to Yamanaka Lake – where we got the great views of Mt. Fuji.

April Happenings
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Then we returned home for a day and did laundry and made a plan
In late April
for phase 2.
and early May the
May Happenings
nd
For the 2 phase of vacation we went to a famous area for
spring flowers were
temples – Kamakura (picture from the coast below) and we went to really coming out in force. There were so many flowers to be seen
the Miura Peninsula and stayed in a Youth Hostel on Jogashima Is- which were so beautiful that I can’t include enough pictures. I’ll inland for a couple of days.
clude at least a couple though.
In May it started getting hot too! Had to get the electric fan
out of the box in the closet and plug it in. We also started climbing
mountains in May. Our first mountain of the season was Mt. Mitake (929 meters = 3,048 feet). We discovered that there is a special train which stops in Mitaka (my home) on Saturday and Sunday
mornings which goes out to the Mitake and Okutama area. It is
absolutely hard to believe that you are still in the Tokyo Greater
Metropolitan Area when you go out there. The country is steeper
than a cow’s face and it is mostly forested with a village/small town
here and there!

Enoshima Island (In Background).
Kamakura Area.
Jogashima Island was a beautiful area and there were an incredible number of hawks flying around. I was even attacked by
one of them. He only brushed his talons through my hair, but it
was scary anyway.
In April I also installed and started using Windows XP –
Home Edition. It was a pain getting it installed and figured out, but
now I absolutely love it. It is, without a doubt, the best Windows
yet!
In late April I had a scare! Thought I was having a heart attack one day while we were out and about looking at spring flowers.
It occurred to me later that lots of foreigners are allergic to fresh
bamboo sprouts, and I had some of those with my lunch. But,
anyway, it all resulted in a scary train trip back home, and then ultimately an ambulance ride to a nearby hospital and some checks.
They determined that I was not having a heart attack, but they had
no idea what had happened.
Ì

Beautiful Plum Blossom Macro-photo.

Asakusa

A Beautiful Azalea Blossom.
In May we also went to Asakusa – a famous area in Tokyo
City. Picture is to the left. Some beautiful Pagodas in that area,
and a huge Shinto shrine. I’ll insert some pictures of the Mitake
Area later on – there are several visits to that area yet to be mentioned. And that’s all for May.
Ì
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At the very end of June we also found an Iris Garden in a
In June we
park. These were some exotic Irises which grow in standing water,
went to lots of
June Happenings
not the dry land varieties which are common in the USA.
Ì
places and got lots
of fine pictures. One thing which we stumbled on, by accident, was
a field of poppies in a park. It was a huge field of very large and
some exotic poppy blossoms!

An Iris Collage.
Poppy Flowers at Koganei Park.

In July we
climbed
several
mountains.
We
started out by going back to Mt. Mitake (929 meters = 3,048 feet).
We also hit Okunoin Peak (1,000 m = 3,281 ft), Ohtake Mtn. (1,267
m = 4,155 ft), Nabe-wari Mtn. (1,084 m = 3,556 ft), Noko-giri Mtn.
(1,109 m = 3,638 ft) and Kurato Mtn. (1,169 m = 3,836 ft). Let me
try & find one or two magnificent pictures to stick here. Well, July
is a hazy month, so there are not any really spectacular pictures. I
found one though.
Ì

July Happenings

We also took a weekend trip to the Hakone Area in June and
over-nighted at a Youth Hostel. Sure wish I would have bought a
life membership in IYH (International Youth Hostels) when I was
younger! It certainly would have been worth it. We got in some
good hiking in that area and saw more incredible scenery. I’ll put in
a waterfall picture.

Kazuya at Kurato Mtn (1,169.3 m).

August Happenings

Hiryu Falls - Hakone Area.

August saw even more mountains climbed. We climbed Mt.
Sogaku (756 m = 2,480 ft), Iwatakeishi Mtn. (793 m = 2,602 ft), Takamizu Mtn. (759 m = 2,490 ft), Mt. Mitake for the 3rd time, Hinode
Mtn. (902 m = 2,959 ft), Mimuro Mtn. (647 m = 2,122 ft), Hinode
Mtn. a 2nd time, and Mt. Mitake for the 4th time!
And, now I can find some pictures to put in. Of course they
have to be on the next page though. By this time of the summer
we were getting in pretty good shape, so that we were often able to
walk trails in less time than the estimates given in the book which
we use. At the start of the season we were always well over the
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estimates given in the book. So, we were pretty happy to notice
the improvement in our physical condition. At the start of the
season we could not believe that the trails were even walkable in
the times given in the book. Ha!

Kazuya & I at the Tama River after a day of
mountain climbing.
runs through the valley where all of these mountains are. There
are convenience stores in all of the little towns and we would get to
the bottom of the mountain, buy a couple of beers and then go to
the river and soak our feet, relax, drink our beer and talk about the
day and the hike and the people we saw and so on. We had a
great time.
Ì

Kazuya & I at the Summit of Hinode Mountain
(902.0 m).

Mt. Hinode Descent.
We also stayed overnight at a Youth Hostel on the top of Mitake Mtn. and saw the lights of Tokyo and the full moon! in August.
One reason we love going out to this area (Mt. Mitake) is because on these hot summer days we could always end the day
soaking our feet in the beautiful, swift and cold Tama River, which

September’s
September Happenings
first weekend saw
us at the Annual
Tokyo Lesbian and Gay Parade. Kazuya and I marched in the Parade and we took some pictures. After the parade we found one
picture of ourselves on the internet. I’ll insert that picture which we
found on the internet! WOW!

Kazuya & I in the Tokyo Lesbian and Gay Parade. A
picture which Kazuya found on the internet!
In September we climbed Mt. Takao (599 m = 1,965 ft) again.
And, we also climbed Mt. Nana-tsu-ishi (1,757 m = 5,765 ft) in addition to going to the top of the tallest mountain in Tokyo, which is
Mt. Kumo-tori (2,017 m = 6,618 ft). Kumo-tori means cloud catcher
– and yeah – I can see how it could catch the clouds. The tallest
mountain in Tokyo is amazing. Hard to believe that it’s actually in
Tokyo. Course it’s about 2 hours by train from the center of the city,
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and then after the train ride one has to hike for about 6 – 7 hours to
attain the summit. That means one pretty much has to camp out
after one gets there – which we did. We took a piece of Visqueen
and made a traditional firecamp tent. We didn’t have a cook stove,
so we took precooked food with us. We had sleeping bags and the
other necessities of life, so we were okay! While there we saw the
MOST incredible sunset that you can imagine. We could also see
Mt. Fuji most of the time for the whole time we were up there. It
was a hell of a hike, but by this time we were in pretty good shape,
and we beat every time estimate given in the book for the trails to
the top. On the way to the top was when we crossed over Mt.
Nana-tsu-ishi – which translates as “Seven Stones” Mountain.
Very good views the whole way up the rest of the way. In the late
evening we even saw 3 or 4 deer at Kumo-tori! Amazing!
Ì

Mt Fuji (3,776 m) from Mt Kum-tori at Sunset.

And,
that
brings us to October!
In October we went
searching for fall colors, but it was still too early! And, that’s actually about all there is to say for October. I want to save some
space for some fall color pictures in November!
Ì

October Happenings

In November we
November Happenings
did succeed in finding
some fall colors. We
went to Mt. Mitake for the 5th time on November 2nd, and although
the fall colors had started, they were not yet peaking. We were a
bit disappointed and made a plan to return in 2 or 3 weeks. I’ll insert one picture from that trip.

Kazuya & I at the summit of Mt. Kumo-tori
(2,017 m.). (This picture taken by volunteer).

A Mountainside of Deciduous Trees
From Mt. Mitake.

The MOST Incredible Sunset, from the summit
of Mt. Kumo-tori.

So, we DID go back to Mt. Mitake for the 6th time 2 weeks
later! The weather was cloudy, but the weatherman said that the
afternoon would bring clear skies. When we got to Mitake Station
we could see that Mt. Mitake had its head buried in the clouds, but
we believed the weatherman and went to the top. When we got
there it was practically white-out conditions due to the clouds! We
hung out for an hour or two walking around the Shinto Shrine area
and through the village area and so on and by then it was well past
noon, so we gave up and went back down with a plan to walk along
the Tama River, where there were no clouds, and try and find some
fall colors there. We were more successful there and found one
place where the colors were absolutely fantastic – fall colors like
are seldom seen! That picture is inserted below. Great, eh?
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And, that pretty much brings me
up to the current day! Guess that I have
to wait and see what else happens before I can say anything else.
Of course, as I have been going
along, there have been about a hundred
other pictures which I have wanted to include, but it’s impossible – there just isn’t
enough room. Below is a small one of
an origami ball. Kazuya learned how to
make these and has now made 5 of
them. The one shown here is about 4
inches in diameter. He has also made
one which is about 8 inches in diameter.
Cool, eh!?
Ì

A Beautiful Ginkgo Tree framed by Red Maples
along the Tama River.

A 60 Paper Triangle Origami
Ball Made by Kazuya.

December Happenings
In early December I sent out emails to everybody who I intend on sending this to, trying to determine which
people would not be able to open a PDF
file and appreciate the colors. In some
of the answers which I received, people
asked me what I am doing nowadays.
Well – what else – I am still teaching English through my company – Interac. The way they work is that they
send us out to various companies all
over the Tokyo area. As of this date
(Dec 8th) I am teaching at Omron, Tanabe Pharmaceutical, Ito Yokado, Abu
Dhabi Oil Company and Toppan Printing.
All of these companies have branch offices in the USA except Abu Dhabi Oil
Company, so if you want to know more
about them, try the internet! In the past
year I have also taught at Chugai PharAnother Great Fall Color Shot Along the Tama River.
maceutical, Louis Vuitton, Nomura Securities, NIFCO, NEC, Fujitsu and Hitachi.
Sounds great, eh?! HA! Try teaching a
foreign language to people for 2 hours a week and see if you can notice any real improvement in them after 10 or 15 classes. Especially
when they absolutely do NOT study outside of the classroom! It gets very frustrating, and one begins to wonder if one is even making a
small difference in their ability to read, write, speak, or listen to English language. It was much more mentally rewarding in Korea where I
was mostly teaching the same students every day, 5 days a week, about 20 days a month. In that situation, one can actually hear a difference in their ability after just one month! Another major frustration with this type of job is the transportation time. I spend an average
of about 25 hours a week in travel back and forth between clients and home. Of course I don’t receive a single yen for that time. My
company pays 100% of my work related travel costs, but not time! So, I spend an average of about $240 - $275 a month in transportation costs which are reimbursed. I just don’t get paid for the time.
My Japanese language ability is not very great yet either! I just plain do not have much opportunity to speak it. When teaching
English, students don’t want to have you speaking Japanese to them, except for the Japanese translation for one specific vocabulary
word which they do not understand. I can read Japanese katakana and hiragana characters and probably about 50 – 75 kanji characters,
but I can’t use prepositions, conjunctions, nor properly turn a word into an adjective or adverb with any kind of proficiency at all!
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A Beautiful Panorama Shot of the Mt. Kumotori Sunset.
And, that’s all the boring information you get about my work in the past 2) this coming Saturday morning. We’re going to be
out for Saturday the 21st and that night, at the same
Above you can see another shot – a panorama – of the beautiful sunset place where we stayed while on vacation, and then
we saw from the summit of Mt. Kumo-tori. This was, honestly, a sunset which I come back on Sunday the 22nd. For Christmas day
have never seen the equal of in my life.
we have no specific plans for doing anything. Maybe
I also noticed that I have not mentioned any movies watched this year ex- we’ll go to our favorite restaurant and eat some raw
cept back in January when I mentioned that we watched a total of 18 DVDs. fish or something like that. They also have very good
Okay – as of this date (Dec 9), the number of DVDs and movies watched stands Saké there!
at 195. A good reason for not mentioning all of them by name, eh?! Probably
Kazuya is going to his hometown on the 28th
the most impressive DVD/movie of the year has been either “Harry Potter and and stay there for the week of New Years, so I’ll be
the Sorcerer’s Stone” or “The Lord of the Rings – The Fellowship of the Ring”. home alone. I’ll probably go to the local temple and
get caught in the hordes of people eating, drinking
Both fantastic movies!
Kazuya and I have been together for a year on December 20th and have and partying in general. Don’t get me wrong – I’m not
yet to have a big fight or a big disagreement about anything. We are quite com- going to a temple to pray, merely to watch people and
patible and pretty much like to do the same things. I wanted to climb Mt. Fuji take some New Year’s pictures. I e-mailed some of
this summer, but that’s one thing which I was not able to talk him into. After we you the New Year pictures last year, so you know
did Mt. Kumo-tori though, he said it was not as bad as he thought it would be, what I mean!
and now he says that maybe he is ready to do Mt. Fuji next summer.
Upon going through pictures again I just had to insert the one to the left.
You can read what it is. It rather shows the macro capabilities of the Digital
Camera, plus it’s a truly beautiful set of flowers!
year!

A Collage of False Anemone Flowers - note the bee in the
th
lower left flower for scale. Taken August 10 .

Kazuya studying the map on the path
rd
to Mt. Sogaku on August 3 .

And that’s the end! Hope that it’s been better
And, at this point it’s getting to be really tough to find pictures which there
are room to insert. I made the right hand column narrower so that I could make than the norm you have come to expect from me.
the picture of the False Anemone bigger and now the right hand column is too
narrow to do much with.
Peace, Joy, Happiness,
Kazuya and I have a plan to go to Yamanaka Lake – the place where we Love & all that stuff!
got the GREAT Mt. Fuji pictures from back when we were on vacation (see page
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Well, here I go pointed, oh well – such is life. We did a lot of walking and saw a
again, starting Vol- cool thing in a place called Higashi Akiru.
ume #9 on November
24th! I’m going to try
to tell the story
mostly in pictures
again this year – one picture is worth 1,000
Where??
?
words, as they commonly say! Seems like
Been There!
it worked quite well last year. I DO HAVE a
color printer now, but it’s far too expensive to
print this out in color and send it out, especially
Going There
considering that most of you never even ac?
knowledge receiving it, let alone make any
comment on it, or send me some kind of letter
back. So, it will go out in e-mail via PDF file again
this year. This is A4 Size Paper so when you print
this on your printer be sure that the “Fit to Page” box
is checked when you print it out using Adobe
Acrobat Reader. I find that it also works better if you
check the box which says “Print as Image”. Okay?
Okay! Let’s get started!
Ì

2003 Draws
to a Close!

January Happenings

Higashi Akiru - me in front of a pile of 2002 luck
charms, which will be burned.

Actually, I’m going to start with a picture from December,
2002. Kazuya and I went to Yamanaka Lake on December 21st
In Late January Kazuya informed me that he had been seeing
and it snowed like heck while we were there. We went out at night some other guys and that he wanted to stop being partners and
and took some pictures – here is one of them.
just be friends. It was a tough time for me, and I didn’t know what
to do. I could have just told him to go away and that I never
wanted to see him again or I could say, okay – let’s just be friends.
Well, after some thought I decided that Kazuya as a friend is a better choice than no Kazuya in my life at all. So, for the rest of the
year when you see “Kazuya and I did such and such” you should
know that it’s because we (even today) are still very good friends,
but we are no longer partners. I have no partner at this time!
Ì

February Happenings
On February 1st Kazuya and I went to Inokashira Park. It’s
near Mitaka – we wanted to escape together and do SOMETHING.
Got one good picture there!

Around the Yamanaka Lake Area, December 21,
2002 – night!
It was a cool trip, and it’s too bad that I can’t show you another 3 or 4 pictures, but such is life!
On December 31st at midnight I was at Jindaiji Temple again –
same place as last year. Celebrated the coming in of the New
Year along with all of the Buddhists. No REALLY wonderful pictures though.
Kazuya and I went to the theater and saw Gangs Of New York,
that was interesting, and I later bought the DVD of it and watched it
again.
On January 18th Kazuya and I went to Hino, a place where we
thought we’d get some good Mt. Fuji views, but we were disap-

Inokashira Park
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February is also the beginning of the plum blossom season.
Also, on March 21st we went to Bubaigawara again – to see
th
On February 11 Kazuya and I went to Bubaigawara for plum blos- the cherry blossoms. Recall that the previous trip was for plum
som viewing. Find the best picture below!
blossoms!

Bubaigawara Double Cherry Blossom.
On March 23rd we went to Takao-san, but although there are
some pictures which are decent, I can’t include pictures of everything, so I guess that ends March!
Ì

April Happenings
In April the cherry blossoms really came out in force. I went
to the roof of our office building and took the picture below.

Bubaigawara Plum Tree, with Kazuya.
In February I also picked up a Region-2 DVD player so that I
could rent DVDs from the local shops and be able to play them
without having to hook up the computer to the TV and go through a
bunch of rigmarole every time I wanted to watch an R-2 DVD. And,
guess that’s enough for February.
Ì

March Happenings
th

On March 8 Kazuya and I went to Otsuki, which is quite a
ways away on the train. We wanted to see what that place was like.
It’s a very mountainous area with good views of Mt. Fuji. See one
picture below.

Cherry Blossoms from office roof.

Mt. Fuji from the Otsuki Area, notice the
blooming plum tree in the foreground.

On April 6th Kazuya and I went to Takao Science Garden and saw
more beautiful cherry blossoms, and also went to some other
cherry blossom places. Guess I’ve inserted enough cherry blossom pictures though. Here’s something new! Oops, it ends up on
the next page. Oh well.
In April I also got a new Progressive Scan Region 1 DVD
Player. They wouldn’t ship it to Japan so I had it shipped to a
friend’s place in Oregon and he forwarded it on to me. Do you
know what a Progressive Scan DVD Player is? It essentially doubles the lines per inch on your TV screen. You also have to own a
TV which has a Progressive setting on it, which I do. So, now I can
watch REALLY high quality DVD films. When the film itself is in
great shape, the DVD player and TV are capable of making them
look as clear as a picture hanging on the wall. It does not have the
ability to clean up a film which is poor quality to start with, so if a
film is grainy, scratched, or just plain poor quality, it still looks poor.
Are wide screen TVs becoming popular in the USA yet?
Wonder how many of you have DVD players nowadays?! I
have read that the penetration rate into USA homes is near 50%,
so I expect that about 50% of you do!
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Not a whole heck of a lot happened in May. I ran into some
Windows XP problems which were not solvable and ended up reinstalling everything on my computer, after doing a reformat of the
hard drive. Also got a new pair of glasses. Pretty exciting stuff,
eh! At the end of May Kazuya and I went out to Mitake to the
Tama River – our kind of favorite place – and took some pictures of
the same Ginkgo which I took pictures of in the fall. I put 2 of them
together for comparison. I’ll show you that picture (it’s actually at
the bottom of the previous column). We also took other pictures,
but that is the most impressive one of the bunch!
Ì

June Happenings

A Baimo Flower at Takao Science Garden.

In June even less happened than in May! Kazuya and I went
to a house warming party for my ex-neighbor, who moved to a
much fancier (and much more expensive) apartment in the city.
Wonder if he is still happy with his decision?! Living here he had a
whole apartment to himself, now he shares a nicer apartment with
2 roommates – was it worth it?!
An old friend from NYC who is Japanese, I and his wife went
to visit Kokubunji in June and found some really nice Hydrangea’s
to take pictures of!

Sorry, but I found one more cherry blossom picture which I
just have to stick in!

A Beautiful Hydrangea Bush!
A Really Beautiful Cherry Tree, notice the density of the blossoms!

Guess that’s about all for June!

Ì

July Happenings

There were other flower pictures in April, beautiful Flowering
Well, let’s see, what happened in July?! The first thing I want
Dogwood pictures, Wisteria pictures and Poppy pictures, but I’d
of Indian Pipe flowers. I went to Mt. Mibetter end April!
Ì to show you is this collage
take by myself on July 5th and found several things to take pictures
of. This is just one of them.

May Happenings

A Monotropa (Indian Pipe) Collage
Mitake – Tama River, Comparison pictures of
Fall 2002 and Summer 2003.

Other things I found included Spotted Campanula, more Hydrangea’s, in both pink and blue and also Mountain Hydrangea. I
also walked down the road at the end of my day of hiking and took
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some pictures of the big beautiful Cedar Trees. I’m going to have looking at bunches of flower pictures, seems like I’m really heavy
to insert one picture of Mt. Mitake Cedar Trees. I rode the cable on flowers this year!
car to the top of the mountain and from there hiked to Mt. Hinode.
Oh, by the way, forgot to mention that Kazuya also has a part time
job nowadays, so even if he would like to go somewhere on the
weekends, he is not always free to go. I needed to escape from
the city, so I went to Mitake-san alone. Here’s the picture of the
Cedar trees along the Mt. Mitake road – I’m not going to caption it
so as not to spoil the effect of the frame!

A Chinese Bellflower.
My God, would believe that, at this point, this Word Document
is 21,758,464 bytes, or about 20 megabytes!! That’s amazing!
Well, anyway, that’s all for July!
Ì

August Happenings

On July 27th Kazuya and I went to Jindaiji on our bicycles,
that’s the temple near my house. We ate lunch at the soba (buckwheat noodles) shop pictured below. Yes, the tree which appears
to be growing through the center of the roof, actually IS GROWING
through the center of the roof.

On August 2nd Kazuya and I went out to Mitake – AGAIN!
Seems like it’s such a beautiful area that we can never get tired of
it. We saw some Rengeshouma, or False Anemone, the interesting flower which I made a collage of pictures of last year and put in
the annual letter. We also heard a traditional music concert, and
then walked down the mountain via the road (picture to the immediate left). Then we walked along the Tama River for a while and
saw people kayaking.
On August 11th I bought a new Digital Camera – a Canon IXY
400. It’s a 4.0 megapixel model with 3x Optical Zoom and 11x
Digital Zoom (but Digital Zoom is pretty worthless, don’t know why
they even put it in). A really nice camera and a really good deal.
Got it plus accessories for less than I paid for the old camera 2
years ago. I polished the old camera all up and put it back in the
box and gave it to Kazuya so that when we go traveling together we
can both take pictures, rather than him just watching me take pictures. He was happy!

Jindaiji Soba Shop - note the tree growing
through the roof!

The Entryway to a Shrine at Ueno Park. These
structures are called TORII.

Also got some really nice flower pictures there including, Lotus Blossoms, Lilies, Cattails and Chinese Bellflowers! One of the
Bellflower pictures came out absolutely magnificent, so I’m going to
have to include it. Sorry for those of you who don’t really enjoy

The picture above is the first one with the new camera! It’s
not the actual first picture which I took, in fact it is #83, but it’s the
first one you get to see. This was August 23rd. Kazuya and I went
to Ueno Park looking for Lotus Blossoms. We went Lotus Blossom
Viewing here last year, but we were a bit late in the season and
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missed the peak. So, this year we went a couple of weeks earlier,
but this was such a cool and damp year here in Japan that there
were practically no blossoms at all. Lotus needs hot weather to
really be happy. And that’s all for August!
Ì

September Happenings
In September Kazuya and I went to Jindaiji Botanical Gardens
on the 13th. That’s the one which is within bicycling distance from
my place, so not a difficult trip at all! Took pictures of lots of Bonsai stuff, indoors, so you probably are not interested in any of that.
And, in addition, there is nothing truly extraordinary in the way of
pictures of that stuff. But, there are a few extraordinary pictures of
outdoors. Let me stick in one of them.

Sudan Grass (?) at Jindaiji Botanical Gardens.
That’s some impressive grass, eh! It’s probably about 10 feet
tall, maybe more! Let me show you another picture of it with a
building in the background, maybe it will give you a better idea of
the scale!

In September I also went to an “end of class” party with one
group of students and I knew we were going to be near Tokyo
Tower, so I took my tripod and seeing as I was there early waiting
for them, I took several pictures of Tokyo Tower and put together
the panorama below. It takes up too much space in the next
column, so I reduced it in size so that it takes up less! Okay? I
know I have a fact sheet somewhere, but I can’t easily find it where
I thought it would be, so I am searching the internet for it’s height!
Okay, it was completed in 1958 and there are two observation platforms, a main one at 150 meters and a special one at 250 meters.
The height is 333 meters (over 1,000 feet). Is that enough information? Probably!
On the 23rd Kazuya and I went out to Mitake again, but fortunately for you, I will not include any pictures of that adventure.
There are a few nice ones, but nothing truly exceptional.

I
took
some
pictures from the Louis
Vuitton office building
where I have been
spending 4 hours a day
proofreading their materials since January.
Yes, it’s a pretty “piece
of cake” assignment.
They bring me materials
– e-mails, MS-Word
documents, PowerPoint
Presentations, or Excel
spreadsheets for proof
reading and correcting.
I also have some
teaching assignments,
in addition to this
assignment, but not
many.
So, anyway,
near the end of September they (we) were
preparing to move the
offices to a new building,
so I took some pictures
from the 13th floor of the
East Tower of the Aoyama Twin Towers.
See
one
picture
inserted below.
And – that made
me realize that I have
said very little, or nothing, during this whole
letter about my work
this year. I’ve only been
telling you about the
adventures and picture
taking
opportunities.
Well, work goes on –
Tokyo Tower Panorama,
proofreading at Louis
Night.
Vuitton,
teaching
a
class of old people, a
class at Ito Yokado – the owner of the Japanese 7-Eleven franchise, among other things, and another couple of classes.

Tokyo Tower and other buildings from East
Aoyama Twin Tower.
That pretty much wraps up September. In late September
and early October Kazuya discovered a new park quite near both of
our houses – kind of in the middle – which makes it a nice place to
meet on a Sunday afternoon and sit and watch people and talk.
We went there a couple of times in late September and enjoyed the
beautiful fall weather and people watching. A good way to kill time
and escape from the house.
Ì
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October Happenings

And that seems to bring us to October! Oh dear, just reviewing the pictures taken in October, and it’s going to be really tough
deciding on the best 2 or 3 pictures to include! One thing that happened in Japan was that the Japanese Yen became so strong that
it only took about 110 of them to buy $1 US, so I repatriated a
bunch of money to my bank account in the USA.
Kazuya and I continued to go to that nice park about ½ way
between each of our houses and discovered more and more about
it. It’s apparently operated by Chofu City and they also have all
kinds of gardening classes and plots of ground around the perimeter of the park where individuals can plant various things. The best
thing we discovered on our bicycles was a field of Cosmos!

In October the Indiana Jones Trilogy DVD was released, a set
which the DVD viewing public has been waiting for forever! Amazing re-mastering job they did, it’s pristine!
On October 20th Louis Vuitton moved their offices (including
me) from the Aoyama part of Tokyo to the ritzy Omotesando section. Aoyama was nice because it had lots of restaurants, convenience stores and other stuff which a normal person can afford to go
into and browse. Omotesando is such a ritzy section that there are
no convenience stores, no cheap restaurants or anything else
which I feel comfortable browsing in. That is where the Louis Vuitton Store is, the Loewe, Fendi, Celine, Donna Karan New York,
Tag Heuer, Bang & Olufsen, Paul Stuart, Brooks Brothers, Armani,
Chanel, and many other stores which have people standing at the
front to welcome you into the store. Here’s a picture of the building
where I am now working!! It’s a panorama (stitched together) so
kind of distorted due to that fact!

Here’s a picture of an interesting store just around the corner.

A Beautiful Cosmos Flower.
You can see one Cosmos Flower above and another below.
Hope that you like Cosmos flowers!

The FCUK (French Connection - UK) Store.
On October 26th Kazuya and I went to Takao Science Garden
at Takao! There are lots of pictures, I’m trying to find just one to
insert!
Ì

On October 13th I finally – after all the years I’ve been using
the internet – built a website and put it up! Well, I didn’t actually do
it all in one day, it took a bit longer than that, but anyway, it was
online on the 13th. I suspect that all of you with any interest at all
have visited it by now. It’s at http://www.geocities.com/danwiz47.
It’s a Japan oriented website, actually nothing except photos there,
I don’t have any interest in posting a personal biography or any of
that garbage. Take a look if you haven’t already. By the way,
some of you seem to have lost my e-mail address or something –
it’s danwiz@dragon.email.ne.jp – let me hear from you from time to
time, okay?

A Thistle Flower.
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November Happenings

On November 1st Kazuya and I went to Nikko, about 3 hours
north of Tokyo by train. It was a 3 day weekend, so we decided to
go up there for some fantastic (we hoped) fall color viewing. There
had been a picture in the newspaper on October 17th and it was
fantastic, so we hoped that the colors would still be good. We
weren’t too disappointed, although the colors had passed their
peak, and in the higher country they had all dropped to the ground.
But, it was new country for both of us and we stayed at a Youth
Hostel on Saturday night, saw some good sights and colors, and
had a great time. It’s going to be real tough picking out the best 2
or 3 pictures!
Nikko is famous for it’s shrines and temples, some of the most
ornate in Japan. But, first – let’s have a picture of the area behind
where the Youth Hostel is located – right on the Daiya River.

next column. It’s a beautiful Japanese Red Maple and a green
pine tree in the background for a contrast in color.
Our first day in Nikko we “templed and shrined” and then
stayed in the Youth Hostel on Saturday night. On Sunday morning
we got up, ate breakfast at the Youth Hostel and then took a bus
up the mountain for Chuzenji Lake. Around the Chuzenji Lake area
is where we expected to see the best colors. The road was
jammed with traffic going up there for the very same purpose, and
on the bus there were some ladies who were on their way to work
at the Chuzenji Lake Spa. Kazuya overhead them saying that it
was too bad that these people had already missed the peak of the
fall colors! Oh well! We got off the bus at the Akechidaira area
and took a ropeway to the top of a hill there and saw this scenery.

Chuzenji Lake and surrounding area from top
of Akechidaira Ropeway.
The Daiya River and fall colors.

Here is a picture of a temple with a nice fall tree. I don’t think
this one needs a caption, especially as that would force it into the

The waterfall is Kogen Falls and of course the lake in the
background is Chuzenji Lake. As you can see – it’s true that most
of the leaves have already fallen, but it was still very beautiful and
we were not disappointed that we had come. Looking just off to the
right from the picture above is Mt. Nantai, some 2,400 meters in
elevation. I’ll insert a panorama of it below – and that’s the reason
it’s skinny – because it’s a panorama.

A Beautiful Japanese Red Maple Tree.
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The above picture is probably the best fall color shot of the
entire trip – strictly in a fall color sense. There was this one tree
December Happenings
along the shore of Chuzenji Lake which still had all of it’s leaves, or
at least a large percentage of them, and this is that tree. I also
And that brings us to the final month of the year! Today is
have to include one more fall color picture of Chuzenji.
only December 3rd, so only one picture so far this month.

Of course it's Kazuya and I.
th

The Waiting Area at my new office. Weird, eh!
Chairs with lights in them!

On November 15 I went to Mitake again – alone this time –
to take some fall color pictures. Mitake is a lower elevation than
Today is the 17th of December, is anything else going to hapNikko and Chuzenji, so I assumed that the fall colors would still be
pen
this
month worth telling about? Rather doubt it. I have to work
decent. As it ends up, this year is the worst fall color year in 10
years, so there was really nothing spectacular – not like last year at on Christmas Day for 4 hours. Not sure if you’re aware of it, but
Christmas is not a holiday in Japan, so I don’t even get any extra
Mitake anyway!
money for it. I will have off from Saturday the 27th of December until I return to work on Monday January 5th though. New Years time
IS A HOLIDAY! Attached below is a night picture of the Louis Vuitton store in Omotesando (near where I work). Louis Vuitton has
several stores and boutiques in Tokyo – this is just one of them;
note that these are the Christmas Colors, it’s generally just white.
On the left is the new Dior Store, also near where I work. Dior is
also part of the LVMH (Louis Vuitton Moët Hennessy) Group.

Another Panorama - a nice yellow Ginkgo Tree.

A closer shot of the same Ginkgo Tree as above.
And that’s the last picture of the famous Ginkgo Tree at Mitake! The only other excitement in November was work and getting
a haircut! Pretty exciting stuff, eh! I let my hair go back to natural
color this time! And that’s the end of November!
Ì

By the way, for those of you are wondering why there was no
mention of a gay/lesbian parade this year – it’s because Tokyo did
not have one this year! As it ended up, they could not find anybody
to volunteer to be the chairman! Very sad state of affairs. Hopefully we can have one again next year.
Well, today is Christmas Day. I have to work today though, so
it’s just a pretty much normal day! I believe it’s the first time in my
life that I have ever worked on Christmas Day! Boo Hoo!
I want to finish this ASAP and get it online for you all to see.
Plus, I am just plain getting tired of working on it. One thing which
has not been mentioned at all this year (aren’t you fortunate!) is the
movies I have watched during the year! Remember a few years
ago when I used to mention every video which I rented and
watched? One year I think I even mentioned what movies I had
watched – by month!! I have all of the DVDs which I own input into
a nice database (DVDProfiler.com) which I have on my computer,
and one of the benefits of the software is that you can post your
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collection online. So, I don’t have to tell you all of the DVDs which I
The uncaptioned picture at the bottom of the page is from a
own or have watched this year, but I can give you a link to go to for hill at Otsuki, where Kazuya and I went on March 8th! It’s not parviewing my collection – if you are interested.
ticularly colorful, but it’s rather impressive!
http://www.dvdprofiler.com/mc.asp?alias=DANWIZ&type=O&sc=C
&ls=D
This link will automatically show you my DVD collection with my
most recent purchases at the top of it. If you want to bookmark the
site for yourself it’s okay! What I have recently purchased (I always keep it up to date) may give you ideas when you are going to
the video shop to rent something. By the way, all of the links in this
letter are live links (on page 6 there are 2 links, and there is the one
above); if you click on them with the PDF file open and an active
internet connection, then you will be taken to the page which you
clicked on.
Okay, at this point I am pretty much going to stop writing, and
just insert some pictures which I wanted to use, but have not yet.

One more Cherry Blossom Picture – Takao
Science Garden, April 6, 2003.

This is the kind of lunch which Kazuya makes when
we go out on our one day adventures! Amazing, eh!

The FCUK store at night (see page 6 for daytime photo).

That’s all! Happy New Year!!
Peace, Joy, Love

The Year in Review – 2004

Volume 10

2004 Reporter
Another
year
draws rapidly to a
close, and I find myself starting these
first words of Volume
#10 on November
14th. Once again, I’m going to do my best to
Where??
?
tell the story of the year with pictures as
Been There!
much as I possibly can. I still have my
color printer now, but it’s far too expensive to
print this out in color and send it out to all of
Going There
you, sorry! For that reason, it will again go
?
to the website, where you can download it at
your convenience. If you prefer, I can e-mail
it to you, but before asking me to do so please
ensure that you have a sufficient space allocation to
be able to receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so when
you print this on your printer using Adobe Acrobat
Reader and Letter Size Paper be sure that the “Fit to
Page” box is checked. I find that it also works better
if you check the box which says “Print as Image”.
Okay? Okay! Let’s get started!
Ì

2004 Draws
to a Close!

January Happenings

Bubaigawara Plum Blossom Collage

February Happenings

And that brings us to February! In February we found quite a
number
of spring flowers in various places. We also climbed Mt.
Actually, I’m going to start with a picture from December 31,
2003. On New Year’s Eve I went to Jindaiji Temple, as I generally Takao (1,965 feet) one time and made a point to start late and be
have been doing on that night. This is a picture for Chinese New up there for sunset and then walk down by moonlight. We visited
Jindai Botanical Garden and took some spring flower pictures there
Year – the Year of the Monkey, which began on January 22.
too. We went to Showa Kinen Park near the end of the month and
found more flowers to take pictures of. That about concludes February – sure kept that short, eh! Here are the pictures.
Ì

Happy New Year – Year Of The Monkey
On January 5th Kazuya returned from his hometown and
brought me some pictures. First time I ever saw pictures of his
hometown. Cool!
By Mid-January, for some reason, Kazuya and I were seeing
more of each other and doing more things together. I don’t know
exactly why he decided to become more friendly again. In fact, I
don’t know to this day, but anyway he did, and we started going to
more places on weekends. He also started coming over more often to cook supper for me and to spend the night.
On January 31st we went to Bubaigawara to view the first of
the season’s plum blossoms. There are some pretty decent pictures, so I’ll go ahead and insert one of them. It will appear in the
next column.
Ì
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side note, the 2 GB CF card is, as of today, cheaper than the 1 GB
card was back in March! Amazing!! The price of chips has really
dropped.
Also, in early March Kazuya had once again started to spend
all of his time here, we were once again “roommates”!
On March 13th we climbed the next 3 mountains in the list below – Mt. Sogaku, Mt. Iwatakeishi and Mt. Takamizu. We had
climbed them one time before, in the summer of 2002. I had forgotten how steep the down trail was – OUCH! Extremely hard on
the knees.
Okay, that brings us to vacation. We left on March 21 for the
Hakone Area – a very volcanic area only about 2 hours from Tokyo
by trains and buses. We had made reservations at a Youth Hostel
with a hot spring and stayed there for 2 nights while touring/hiking
around the Hakone Lake Area. Below is one picture which shows
just how “active” the area is. Note both the steam AND the snow at
the higher elevations.

The above 4 pictures: A “Spring Flowers of Japan” collage, one of the several species of Chrysosplenium, a
collage of Chrysosplenium alba var. stamineum and a
collage of 4 Sunset pictures looking at Mt. Fuji – from
Mt. Takao.

March Happenings
Well, my “Mountains Climbed” spreadsheet shows 11 mountains climbed in March! Is that quite amazing or what? You can
see the list to the side.
Elev, Ft
Mtn Name
Notice that Mt. Takao
1,965
Mt Takao #5
got climbed 2 more
2,480
Sogaku Mtn. (#2)
times in March! None of
2,602
Iwatakeishi Mtn (#2)
these are exceptionally
2,490
Takamizu Mtn (#2)
tall mountains, however,
1,965
Mt Takao #6
keep in mind that most
2,199
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro
of the time we were
2,385
Mt. Kagenobu
fighting snow – even at
5,857
Mt. Mitsutouge
these levels!
3,821
Mt. Momiji-dai
It’s really tough to
3,946
Mt. San-ko-dai
pick out photos from
4,446
Mt. Ashiwada
March because there are
so many which I consider really great, and a total of 744 March
photos!! Kazuya and I vacationed from March 20th thru April 4th – a
full two weeks! That’s the reason there are so many photos! On
March 6th we once again went to Mt. Takao to watch the sunset
over Mt. Fuji and then the moonrise. Amazing, we’d been to Mt.
Takao several times before we even realized that you could see Mt.
Fuji from there. There are 6 or more different trails to the summit,
so it’s easy to walk a different one each time. For going down in
the dark, there is one wide trail, which ultimately turns into a road,
so that’s really the only one to consider for coming down in the dark.
In March I got a 1 GB CF card for my digital camera, decided
that would be really good for the upcoming vacation, later in the
month. That way I would be able to hold about 500 pictures on the
camera before having to upload them to the computer. Just as a

On the second day there was one heck of a snow storm and
we had hiked over to the other side of the mountain from where we
were. We had trouble getting back to the Hostel, and ended up
having to take a very long way around, through lower elevations, to
get back. Fortunately, we had purchased a “free pass” which gave
us unlimited travel in the area for 3 days, if not for that, we would
have been highly upset. Anyway, we had a great time in that area
for 3 days riding the cable cars, rope-ways, pirate ships on Hakone
Lake, the buses, and then ultimately, the train back home – yes,
that was included in the price of the “free pass” too! The price of
the “free pass” was ¥5,500, or about $50, for 3 days of unlimited
transportation. We felt we had made VERY good use of them!
We took a couple of day break at home, sorting the pictures,
resting and so on and then we went out again!
On March 25th we climbed Mt. Takao for the 6th time, Mt. Kobotoke-shiro and Mt. Kagenobu. My Journal says “quite a bit of
snow and mud. As I recall, it was slippery and somewhat dangerous, we got muddy and wet from the snow!
On the 26th we made a plan to go to Lake Kawaguchi and
climb some mountains and do some hiking around there. For the
next phase of the vacation. So, on Saturday we headed out again
and kind of at the last minute on our train ride, we decided to get
off at Mitsutouge and climb Mt. Mitsutouge, a rather high mountain!
That was quite a mountain, LOTS of snow, in fact it had snowed
the previous night. The trail was steep drop-offs part of the way,
and vertical cliffs above our heads with icicles dropping off them
now and then! The scenery from the mountain trail and from the
peak, however, was great! I just inserted one picture – a panorama – on the next page which shows what it looked like above our
heads at one point of the trail! GULP! We didn’t loiter there! We
had a very long hike that day, and ended up at Lake Kawaguchi by
dark and stayed in a Youth Hostel, where we had made reservations the day before.
The next day, the 28th, was pretty active, we hit Mt. Momiji-dai,
Mt. San-ko-dai and Mt. Ashiwada as well as an ice cave and a very
strange forest, called the suicide forest. It’s volcanic origins mean
that there are lots of rocks, holes, wind holes, and strangely
shaped trees. It was a busy day, a very interesting day, a good
weather day and a long day, but we ended up back at home that

3
night and uploaded our pictures to our computers and played with
them until bedtime.
And that brings us
about to the end of
March! For the rest of
the month we hung
pretty close to home
and went to local
places
for
cherry
blossom viewing and
the like. But, first I
have another picture
from
the
March
mountain climbing to
insert.
The picture to the
left
was
described
above – it’s the Mt.
Mitsutouge trail where
there
were
icicles
hanging and falling
right above our heads.
The picture below
shows Mt. Fuji from Mt.
Mitsutouge and also 3
separate sunset photos
from Mt. Ashiwada.
The photo below
that one shows Kazuya
on the summits of 5
different
mountains
which we climbed in
March. I don’t know if
you’ll be able to read
the caption, I hope so.
And that brings
me nearly to the end of
March! I hope that you
enjoyed the description
of the vacation and the
mountains!

2004 Reporter
We found (actually, Kazuya found) an orchid on our hike/climb
of Mt. Takao and etc. on March 25th, and a collage including that
orchid and some other flowers is inserted below.

Here is an amazingly tiny flower which we managed to get a
great picture of! Found it quite close to home too. People who
know this flower are amazed to see this picture of it. The name of
it is Trigonotis peduncularis, wild cucumber is the direct translation
of the Japanese name.

And, there is one more picture for March and vacation – this
one below is a great picture of some Spirea and Forsythia bushes
at a local park.

And that’s the end of March! Sorry that it ended up so long
winded!
Ì
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ties and colors which can be found. I haven’t included a picture of
any of them yet either, because it’s so tough to pick out one really
April Happenings
great picture! So, there is a collage below – put together by KaWell, as I mentioned under March, vacation continued through zuya, who has a much better eye for creating collages than I do.
April 4th, so there is still a piece of that story to tell! I’ll try to keep it
shorter this time!
We climbed 6 mountains this month, starting with Mt. Takao,
for the 7th time, on April 1st. We also hit Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro, for the
2nd time, on the same day! We climbed Mt. Mitake, for the 9th time,
on April 10th, Mt. Kagenobu, for the 2nd time, on April 17th, and
ended with Mt. Sougaku and Mt. Gozen on April 24th!
April is truly Cherry Blossom season in the Tokyo area, so of
course you’re going to see one picture of Cherry Blossoms! It’s
also Trout Lily time and Dogwood time.

And below is a collage of a beautiful scene of Okutama Lake
from the trail to Mt. Gozen and also some additional violets.

And that’s the end of April!

Ì

May Happenings
Well, May didn’t see quite as much activity as the past couple
of months, so maybe it will be a bit easier! The ACDSee Database
only shows 511 photos for this month, should be easy to pick out a
few to tell the story of the month, eh! HA!! And, the mountains
climbed spreadsheet only shows 9 mountains climbed. What??
Well, what can I say, the
Elev, Ft
Mtn Name
(Above) A Nice Pink Dogwood Flower!
table to the left lists them,
5,765
Mt Nana-tsu-ishi (#2)
(Below) A Great Cluster of Cherry Blossoms.
I can’t argue with my own
6,618
Mt Kumotori (#2)
spreadsheet!
5,686
Mt. Takamaru
Well, the very first
5,697
Mt. Takanosu
weekend of May we
5,315
Mt. Mizune
climbed Mt. Kumotori, or
4,852
Mt. Muttsu-ishi
“cloud-catcher” mountain.
1,965
Mt Takao #8
On the way to Kumotori,
2,199
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro-#3
we pass over the summit
of Mt. Nana-tsu-ishi, or
2,959
Hinode Mtn #4
“7-stones mountain”, so
that’s why you see that mountain first in the above table. Getting to
Mt. Kumotori is a hike and ½! It takes about 6 hours, especially
when carrying enough stuff to get you through the night. It would
be virtually impossible to do that mountain in one day due to the
long distance from the bus stop. So, we took a blue tarp along and
set it up like one would make a “fire-camp” tent. We hiked from the
“approved” camping spot, to the summit to see the sunset and got
a few decent pictures. Below you can find a picture of Kazuya and
our “tent” and also a nice snag at sunset time. There weren’t any
clouds, so the sunset was not truly fantastic. During the night, the
mountain did it’s job and caught clouds, and when we woke up in
One thing I have yet to mention is the number and variety of the morning everything was clouds. Maybe you remember some of
wild violets which can be found on the mountains in the spring. those pictures of trees in the clouds from the website back in June.
There are so many of them that it’s absolutely amazing the varie-
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It was a holiday weekend, so we were able to climb on Sunday, weekend, especially as the HOT SUMMER was coming soon and it
spend Sunday night there, and then on Monday we hiked a totally would be great to camp out on the cooler mountain summits.
different trail and crossed over Mt. Takamaru, Mt. Takanosu, Mt.
Mizune and Mt. Muttsu-ishi on the way down.

(Above) Kazuya and our “fire-camp” tent on Mt. Kumotori.
(Below) A nice sunset picture at Mt. Kumotori

So, we climbed/hiked to Mt. Takao and Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro on
the following weekend and camped out there – first trial of the new
tent – a North Face Talus 23 model. Nice tent. You can see a picture of it below at Iccho-daira, an additional hours hike, or so, from
Mt. Takao. This picture was taken in the morning – as you can
note, it’s foggy!

The following weekend Kazuya’s birthday had passed and I
got him a North Face Borealis weekend pack for that special day.
We hiked to Mt. Hinode and he used his new pack and it really
worked out great for him. Below is an interesting picture of the
summit shelter at Mt. Hinode, taken just by ambient light from the
city below, which is the metropolis of Tokyo.

The following weekend we
went only to Jindai Botanical Garden, which is a short bicycle ride
from my house. To the left is a
beautiful Clematis flower, there
was a special Clematis display in
the inside building. In the next
column is an amazing picture of a
Swallowtail Butterfly on an Iris,
taken in the outdoor area.
On May 12th I broke down
and bought a tent. Kazuya and I
And, that brings us to the end of May! WOW! Just bought
talked about it and decided that if the tent, and already 2 camp-outs using it. It works great, is not too
we had a tent that we could heavy, is roomy and even has doors on both sides, so that we don’t
probably convince ourselves to go have to crawl over each other to enter or exit.
Ì
out camping practically every
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June Happenings

that it how they get the food and other necessary supplies up there.
They make a good cup of coffee, but that’s the only thing we’ve
ever had there.

Well, it seems like I’d better stop writing so much, here I am
on page 6 and just starting June! ACDSee only shows 180 pictures for June, and I was able to pick out only 3 which I want to include – must mean it was a nothing month! The “Mountains
Climbed” spreadsheet only shows 2 mountains climbed – Mt.
Takao, for the 9th time and Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro for the 4th time.
On the first weekend of the month we went to Horikiri Iris Garden. There are over 200 varieties of Iris there, the kind which grow
in standing water. Here is one picture.

And, that brings me to the end of a pretty uneventful June! Ì

July Happenings
The “Mountains Climbed” spreadsheet shows 4 mountains
climbed this month and the photos database shows 392 pictures
for the month! I managed to pick out 7 photos which I would like to
insert, see what happens.
For the weekend of the 4th of July we hit some new mountains
– Mt. Kawanori and Mt. Honita, both kind of tall mountains and Mt.
Kawanori has SO MANY streams coming off it that it was amazing.
It also has one huge waterfall, a picture of which is inserted below!

Our excitement for the next weekend was going to the movie
“Troy” which was kind of a disappointing flick – decided that I didn’t
need to buy that CD when it came out.
Bought a small camping stove too. We had been taking precooked food with us when we went camping, but this gave us the
ability to take uncooked foods with us and cook on our camp-outs!
I bought a little “canister type” of stove.
On the 3rd weekend of the month we did the climb of Mt.
Takao and Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro and camped out at Iccho-daira once
again. We found some nice Spotted Campanula flowers along the
trail. Below is one picture.

Pretty nice waterfall, eh! And, that’s Kazuya standing in front
of it. We ate lunch there at the bottom of the waterfall, it’s about
the halfway point between the start and the summit. We got to the
The first picture in the next column is Kazuya at the summit of summit at around 3:00 PM and waited for most of the people to
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro. Amazingly there is a restaurant there. There disappear before setting up our tent. It was an interesting place
is a service road for a major high-tension power line, so I suppose and a very strenuous climb! WHEW!
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Below you can see me at the summit of Mt. Kawanori.

And, next I want to show you the difference between daytime
and nighttime temperatures on Mt. Ohtake! That handsome guy
you see there is, of course, me. Time is 4:18:13 PM according to
the photo’s EXIF information.

This was the HOT part of the summer, up around 100° F at
home every day and using the “Big Bertha” fan all night long was a
necessity, so it was really wonderful to go to the mountains and
camp out and actually need a jacket in the evenings while sitting
This next picture is 7:37:39 PM, same place. Notice that Kaaround talking, eating supper and drinking the beer which we
zuya is wearing his wind parka!
brought along!
The next morning there
The next day, on the hike from Mt. Kawanori to Mt. Honita we
was a fantastic array of clouds
walked along this incredible saw-tooth ridge, up and down, up and
with the sun shining through in
down, steep and dangerous enough to get your heart beating. We
several places and it made for
made it back home with no broken bones though, so everything
a very eerie set of colors. That
was cool!
picture,
however,
is
a
The following weekend we were feeling rather tired, due to a
panorama and I don’t want to
rough week, and we only went to Jindai Botanical Garden. Intermake it too small, so it appears
esting picture inserted to
on the following page.
the side. Good thing we
On the hike down from Mt.
didn’t go to a mountain, a
Ohtake we went by a different
thunder
storm
came
trail and we found a limestone
along while we were at
cave, complete with stalactites
the Botanical Garden.
and stalagmites.
Well, we
The following weekdidn’t actually “find” it, it was
end we climbed Mt.
found before we got there, but
Ohtake, another pretty tall
we didn’t know it was there
mountain, for which we
beforehand. We were walking
had to cross over the top
down the final road to the train
of Mt. Mitake. We could
station, still a long ways from
really see Mt. Fuji fantasthe station and way back in the
tically from the summit of
countryside, and there was a
Mt. Ohtake. Although the
sign for a cave. We went into
summit of Fuji was hiding
it and talked with the little old
in the clouds, it only made
lady
who
runs
it
and
it prettier! I’ll insert a picdiscovered from her that her
ture of a beautiful and
husband was the original discoverer of the cave, explored it,
huge wild mountain lily
mapped it and developed it. It’s not a huge cave, so people don’t
below. Amazing, eh!
come from far away to visit it, which is nice because it keeps it in
an unspoiled condition. It was quite large and interesting. Cool! In
a country this old, there are caves which have been discovered in
the lifetime of people still living.
One additional note for July – I bought a home theater surround sound system to go with my DVD player. WOW! Amazing
to have 5.1 Channel Surround Sound, DTS 5.1 sound and so on.
Absolutely amazing. Some of you know what I am talking about,
but for those of you who are playing your DTS capable DVD player
through the TV speakers, I can heartily recommend that you spring
for a Surround Sound System! I’m in a small house, so I didn’t get
a huge system, do your research and find out what you need for
the room you’re trying to fill with sound.
The final weekend of the month we had typhoonish weather,
so, although we went out to the countryside, there was intermittent
rain, the rivers were high and dirty and we just walked around and
enjoyed being outside, nothing exciting, no photos. And, that
brings me to the end of July, except for the one panorama picture
on the next page. Ah, bummer, there are only 4 lines left on this
page. Well, what else can I say for a mere 4 lines? Oh, the Home
Theater System I bought was the Yamaha TSS-10 and only cost
equivalent to $160.68, a good price!
Ì

8

2004 Reporter

August Happenings
Well, August’s pictures are only 392 and there were only 4
mountains climbed! An easy task to tell the story, eh! HUH!!
On the first weekend of August we went to Mt. Mitake – for the
11th time, and we camped out at Mt. Hinode, the 5th time we’ve
been there and the 2nd time we camped out there. Doesn’t matter
where we go or how many times, there are always new flowers, different clouds to see, more things to make a person thankful to be
alive and have the ability to get out and do things! August is
Rengeshouma season at the summit of Mt. Mitake. Although
Rengeshouma DOES grow other places, we have never found it at
any other place, and it’s only found in one particular place on Mt.
Mitake too, weird! Must have something to do with the forest type,
aspect, slope % and lots of things. Below is a Rengeshouma collage, 2 of the best photos!

After we tired of taking Rengeshouma pictures, and in addition
it looked like a thunder and lightning storm was imminent, we
headed for Mt. Hinode, trying to beat the storm. Mt. Hinode is
where the shelter pictured on Page 5 is located, so we figured that
if we could get there before the storm started that we could “shelter” in the shelter until the storm passed. Well, we didn’t make it to
Hinode before the storm hit! Oh well! We didn’t get totally soaked.
We “sheltered” in the shelter until the storm passed and then we
set up our tent and watched the sunset, not a great one, but not
terrible either! Picture below. Kind of pretty, eh?

Then we cooked our supper and ate. August is also fireworks
season in Japan, every little (and big) town and city has a fireworks
display of some kind! So, from the summit of Mt. Hinode that night,
looking back towards the Metropolis of Tokyo, we were able to see
AT LEAST 8 DIFFERENT fireworks displays in various towns. The
longest of them went on for about an hour. Although there are
some pictures, there are no great ones! Amazing though! We did
not expect anything like that!
The next morning dawned pretty clear and we took some pictures of the flowers on the mountain. Here is a Waremokkou for
you! An interesting flower.
We hiked down a different trail
than we hiked up by, and went to a
really fine hot spring which is down
near the base of the mountain!
The next weekend Kazuya
had to go to an Art Exhibition for
his work, so we didn’t do anything
at all, unfortunately.
The following weekend we
climbed Mt. Kumotori again, and of
course, we crossed over the top of
Mt. Nana-tsu-ishi to get there. It
was only the 3rd time to climb Mt.
Kumotori, which at 6,618 feet, is
the tallest mountain in the “Tokyo”
metropolitan area. Of course, you
know from previous pictures that
it’s not actually in the “city”, in fact
it’s a good 2 hours from the city by
trains and buses, and then an
additional 6 hour hike to the
summit, but anyway, the summit is
the line between “prefectures” as
they call “states” here in Japan. Actually, 3 prefectures meet at the
summit of Mt. Kumotori. Anyway … Below is a picture on the way
to the summit – a Lychnis miqueliana flower.

Another flower was out this time which we had never seen before too, you can find it’s photo on the following page. You can get
an idea of it’s size because I am in the photo. Amazing, eh!
These are a fall flower.
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We ALWAYS
see deer on Mt.
Kumotori, and this
3rd climb of it was
no exception to that
rule, but this time
was even more
amazing! Fall was
coming soon and
antlers
were
growing and these
deer were really
hard up for salt. So,
we had set up our
tent just 10 minutes
below the summit,
we had peed on the
grass, and we were
eating our supper
and we heard some
rustling noises in
the grass. We had
the
flashlight
hanging in a tree
and when we shined it outward, we saw that the deer were eating
every blade of grass which had even one drop of pee on it! We
snapped several photos as we ate and drank our one can of beer
each, and the photo below actually shows 6 deer in it!
Below is a picture of us together at the summit of the mountain. Although only late August, it was getting pretty dang cold!

All of the deer are pretty visible, except for the one numbered
4., which is mostly hiding behind #3. If you look closely, however,
you can see ears sticking up and a hind-quarter!
And, that’s the end of August!
Ì

September Happenings

The next picture shows the following morning – the summit
sign, with Mt. Fuji to the right of the snag, and a great sunrise. Notice the rays coming straight up from the sun, interesting.

The next picture, in the following column, shows the summit
hut in the morning. This photo was taken about 15 feet from our
tent. We were camped behind the rock outcrop which you can kind
of see on the right, so we could not see the shelter directly from our
tent. The photo under that one is from the previous evening, and if
you look closely you can find all 6 deer.

Now, let’s see what September has to offer us! Only one
mountain climbed – Mt. Takao, for the 10th time. Only 301 photos
show up in that database, and I was able to choose 7 of them fairly
easily! There were too many rainy weekends to do much this
month.
It rained the first weekend of the month, so although we had a
plan to go on a camp-out, it was canceled when we got up on Saturday morning.
I got an external Hard Disk Drive (HDD) this month. My computer had so many pictures on it that I was at the point where I was
having to delete pictures from my computer before I could put additional ones on it. I had burned CD’s of all the photos, but kind of a
pain in the butt to go searching through various CD’s when you
want to find a picture. So, the new HDD is a 120 GB Iomega USB
type, and even with all of the photos on it, plus a mirror image of
my “D” Drive, it is still 88% empty! My “D” Drive is where I keep all
of my “data” – documents, spreadsheets, database files and the
like.
The next weekend we climbed Mt. Takao for the 10th time and
camped out at Iccho-Daira again. It was getting to be cooler
weather now and we needed to carry additional stuff along to stay
warm at night, so I had bought each of us a new (bigger) pack – a
North Face Terra 50 for me and a Terra 40 for Kazuya. The bigger
one for me because I carry the tent in my pack. The first picture on
the next page is Kazuya standing beside some wild Pampas Grass
along the trail between Mt. Takao and Iccho-Daira. The picture after that one shows our new packs sitting on a bench at Iccho-Daira
before we started taking stuff out of them.
Unfortunately it was cloudy enough so that we were not able
to see very far and didn’t get any good scenery shots at all. The
next morning when we got up there was a little bit of sun trying to
get through the clouds, but not a great deal. Sure nice to have that
stove nowadays to be able to eat hot suppers and to be able to
have hot coffee or tea in the morning, and make some hot water
and have a hot cup of noodles for breakfast too! New packs
worked out nice too!
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Amazing, on the way
down the mountain we
saw more people coming
up than we had EVER
seen in one day on Mt.
Takao. It was practically
a steady line of people
coming up. We never did
figure out why!
We found some cool
flowers on the way down,
and the photo below the
one of the packs, shows a
new flower which we
found, which we call
“Bottle Brush” flower.
Pretty strange flower.
Very pretty too!
And
that’s the wrap-up of that
weekend at Mt. Takao.
Onward!

were having a good time in many cases. One really interesting
thing about this zoo is that it has a huge flowering plants room
which is fenced in with netting and glass and so on, so that there
are about a million (maybe literally) butterflies flying around in there.
Below you can find 2 butterfly pictures.

These butterflies
were just fluttering
around
everywhere.
Some of them were
quite
scarce,
and
some of them were
very plentiful, some
were beautiful and
some of them quite
drab, but overall the
experience was quite
incredible.
Late
in
September
I
reformatted my Hard
Drives and reinstalled Windows XP! What a pain in the rear end!
Oh well, it made everything run better and made for fewer minor
problems. I like to do that every couple of years just to get rid of all
the old electronic “dust bunnies” – program pieces for stuff which
you have installed and then deleted, but pieces of them just hang
around forever. Plus, get rid of all the “spyware” and other garbage.
It only took 2 or 3 days to get everything back to normal!
The final weekend we had a plan to do a major climb & campout of a new area, new mountains, etc. But, guess what! It rained
AGAIN! We had so dang much rain in September that it got to the
point of ridiculousness! So, we went to Mizu-Moto Park and got
rained on there while walking around. At least we didn’t stay home!
We also went to Jindai Botanical Gardens again and below you can
find a pampas grass picture, that stuff is amazing!

The following
weekend we went to
Tama
Zoological
Park, basically a
zoo! I’ll include a
picture of a Malayan
Tapir below and
make it kind of small
so that it’ll still fit in
this column.
An
interesting animal,
eh?!
There were
lots of interesting
animals there and
we had a good time.
Kind of sad to see
some
of
them
pacing back and
forth in their “cages”,
but at least the
“cages”
were
unconventional, no
fences and bars, but
the “cages” were
mostly things surrounded by moats
or something else
which the animals
could not cross, so
– for the most part –
one didn’t have to
feel too bad for the
animals.
They
looked comfortable
And that’s the end of September! Boy, this surely is getting
and even like they long this year!
Ì
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October Happenings

Only 2 mountains climbed in October, only 218 photos in that
database! The reason? We had 2 weekends of typhoons, which
really restricted what we were able to do.
On the first weekend of the month we decided to climb Mt.
Kumotori once again! We went out and started up the trail, but Kazuya had a really bad cold, and after a couple of hours of hiking he
was really feeling poorly, so we turned around and headed back for
home. Due to that, we saw a troop of monkeys (yes – that is the
proper word to describe a group of monkeys). I would have never
suspected that there were monkeys on the trails around that area,
we had never seen any indications before this! I heard some scuffling and sounds in the forest and just stopped and waited to see
what was going on, and after a while some monkeys started trooping through an opening which I could see into! So, we hung out
there for an hour or more trying to sneak up on them and get some
decent pictures. Monkeys, however, are very wary and the only
shots we ever did get were from a distance, or else blurry! Disappointing, but at least we have them in our memories forever, even if
not in photos! It was a dang good thing that we did not go to the
summit of Kumotori and camp too! It started raining hard during
the night, and rained for the next 3 days! It would have been miserable from the time we got up on Sunday morning, until we got
home and finally got dried out.
Second weekend of the month there was a super-typhoon
(that refers to the diameter, but it was also strong), so we stayed
home and watched it rain and listened to the wind!
The 3rd weekend of October, Kazuya had to work, so we did
nothing that weekend either!
The 4th weekend we climbed Mt. Mitake again and were going
to watch the sunset at Mt. Hinode and then walk down in the dark.
It’s getting a bit chilly now to be camping out. Unfortunately, however, it was so cloudy that we knew we would not even know when
the sunset was, so after the climb and finding several cool things to
photograph, we just turned around and went back down.
Below is a fall still life, this one was on the website. We put it
together on the forest floor and took several photos of it.

To the left here is a
nice red maple tree beside
an old rock with lots of writing on it.
The first picture in the
next column is an interesting flower called a Fall
Lindou.
The flowers
closed tightly a few minutes
after this photo was taken.
How
do
we
know?
Because we took these
pictures on the way to a
lunch eating spot, and
when we backtracked after
lunch, it was closed up!
The flower after that is
actually a seed head only.
Cute, eh!

The next photo is another
shot of that “bottle brush” flower.
This is later in the season now, so
it nearly looks like a different plant.
The photo next in line (still on
this page) is a mountain lily seedpod.
On the final weekend of the
month (October had 5 weekends)
we went to Showa Kinen Park for
the Cosmos Festival. It was supposed to be decent weather.
We got to the park at about
9:20 AM, 10 minutes before it even
opened. Showa Kinen Park is
west of here, kind of out in the
country, so to speak, so it’s a large
park with lots of different roads and
trails. BUT – GUESS WHAT! It
started raining even before we got
into the park. It wasn’t too bad for
a while, just kind of misty, but it got

worse as the
day went on!
Fortunately we
had taken umbrellas with us,
as well as rain
jackets.
So,
even though
the
weather
was
not
cooperative
we were able
to see the
Cosmos
flowers
and
enjoy ourselves. Below (next page) you can see 2 Cosmos photos.
Please note the rain drop hanging on the one flower.
Ì
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From the summit of Iwadono we hiked a set of trails to a place
called Chigootoshi, a rock escarpment. On the way there the trail
is amazing – you have to scramble up some old chains and ropes
to ascend some of the vertical places. Below is a picture of me
hanging on an old
chain climbing up
one area. There
were about 3 or 4
places where we
had to do that. It
was kind of scary!
My hands do not
have the grip which
they had the last
time I did something like this. Ha,
when was the last
time
I
did
something
like
this?? A long time
ago.
The
next
photo shows the
Chigootoshi rock
face from the trail!
The photo below
that one is me
sitting on top of
Chigootoshi!
I
think this is an attractive silhouette. Taken by Kazuya, of course.

November Happenings
Blah! The photos database shows a whopping 340 photos for
November! Where does it get those numbers anyway?! Well, November was when we had the peak of fall colors, so maybe there
are that many photos! Only one mountain climbed though!
November 3rd was a National Holiday, so Kazuya and I took a
train out to Otsuki and climbed some mountains in our search for
the ultimate in fall color photos. We did have a good time, and saw
some decent colors, but the “ultimate” photo was not to be had this
day! We climbed Mt. Iwadono, which has a sheer rock face on the
front of it. The trail starts on the front, so this sheer rock face is in
front of you for most of the hike, and then suddenly you go between
2 rock faces to get to the summit. Below is a picture from the front
side.

On the way down the trail from Chigootoshi back to Otsuki
Station we crossed over this one rocky area which had some kind
of high elevation succulents growing on it. Rather amazing plants
– one picture below. We never did see a place where we could
look back on Chigootoshi. We really wanted to see what it looked
like from lower elevations, but couldn’t see it! Hmmmm.
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The following weekend we went to Mt. Mitake again. We were
still hoping for some great fall color pictures, but unfortunately it
was very hazy. The best picture is along the Tama River – the famous Ginkgo Tree with the red maples framing it in. Due to the
haze it’s not as good as last years, but it’s the best picture this fall.
Unfortunately the ginkgo was not at its peak for colors either, but –
such is life!

The following weekend we went to Okutama Lake and went to
the summit of Mt. Sasuzawa and took pictures of Okutama Lake
with the fall colors. The Okutama Lake picture back on page 4 is
also taken from this same mountain. The picture below contrasts
the spring scene with the fall scene.

The remainder of November was kind of quiet! Kazuya was
busy working on finishing his thesis so that he can finish university.
We went to Jindai Botanical Garden Aquatic Park for a few hours
one Sunday, no pictures though.
I guess that’s it for November!
Ì

December Happenings
And the next 2 pictures are also taken at the Okutama Lake
Area on the same day. They are quite nice fall color pictures.
The final picture for November shows some nice colors along
the Tama River. From Okutama Lake, we walked on the “old road”
back to Okutama Station, about a 3 hour hike. It was actually quite
dusky when the final picture was taken, if not for that, it would
probably be nicer. Oh well.

Well, today is December 8th. Not much has happened yet.
Only 5 pictures have been taken this month. Guess I have to wait
until the month progresses a bit further before I can wrap things up.
Today is December 27th, and I’m going to do my best to wrap
this up and call it the end for another year. Sorry that you have to
download this page one more time, I guess I could have started on
the next page, and I nearly did so, but what the heck.
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December has been kind of a nothing month, even at this late
date, there are still not many photos for this month, that does make
it easy to pick and choose though!
On the first Saturday of the month Kazuya had to help out at
another of his boss’ “tea parties”, so we didn’t do anything on Saturday. On Sunday we walked along the Tama River, no pictures of
that adventure.
The next weekend we went out on Saturday and continued
walking upstream along the Tama River from where we left off the
previous weekend. We walked from the house to Shin-Koganei,
which although it’s close to home, we had never been to, cool little
town! Below find one picture which could have been taken 100
years ago it seems like. The tree with the orange fruits is a persimmon tree.
I
converted
the
photo
to
B/W
except
for
the
persimmon fruits,
interesting, eh!
The same day
we
also
found
some
interesting
weeping
willow
trees along the
river, and even
though it was December 11th, they
still had some nice
yellow
leaves.
Amazing that these
trees have not
been washed away
in one of the several
typhoons
which brought record high waters
and winds this year.
See the photo below.
On the next
day I printed out
the new 2005 calendars,
address
labels, and so on
and got ready to
send out my Xmas
cards.

2004 Reporter
allowed us to go anywhere on that bus company’s buses for the
day for the reasonable price of ¥500. Usually one bus ride is ¥210,
whether you go for one stop, or to the end of the line. We rode a
total of 6 different buses and saw lots of places nearby which we
had never seen before, we got our money’s worth!
December 25th was Christmas! My old people’s class bought
me some presents, Kazuya and I had presents for each other, and
all in all, we had quite a stack of presents, so we wanted a Christmas Tree to put them under. Therefore Kazuya took our Jade
plant and tied a bunch of small red ribbons to it and decorated it so
it looked like a Christmas Tree! Check out the picture below.
Cute, eh! So,
we had a really
nice
Christmas
Day, and due to
the fact that it’s not
a holiday in Japan,
we were able to go
into the city and
ride on a trolley
line for our Christmas
adventure.
There used to be
lots of trolley lines
running
around
Tokyo, but this is
the only one remaining, so it’s
kind of a novelty
and quite interesting. We bought a
one
day
“free
pass” for ¥300 and
got on and off
many times, I don’t
even
know
how
many times! See the
picture below.
And, that brings
us up to today, today
is December 27th and
it’s a work day.
Tomorrow is a work
day too, but then I
have off starting on
Wednesday,
December 29th, and I
don’t go back to work
until
Wednesday,
January 5th.
Nice
long holiday. Thank
heavens that even
though Christmas is
not a holiday here –
New Year’s time IS a
major holiday.
And, with
that I’m going to
wrap it up until
next year!
Peace,
Joy,
Love

On Monday, December 13th, I mailed my Christmas cards and
calendars, and at this time you should have received them it seems
like.
The next Sunday, Kazuya’s boss gave another “tea party” and
he had to work again. We didn’t do anything that weekend at all.
The following week there was a National Holiday on Thursday.
December 23rd is the Emperor’s Birthday, and that’s a holiday,
though Christmas is not a National Holiday. So, on the 23rd we got
on a bus near the house and bought a one day “free pass”, which

Ì

The Year in Review – 2005

Volume 11

2005 Reporter
Dang,
where
do the years go anyway? It seems like
just a few weeks ago
that I was starting on
last year’s “Reporter”.
Now, here it is, November 23, 2005 and I am
Where??
?
starting another one. Amazing that this is
Been There!
Volume 11 of this thing, eh?! I actually
have all of the previous issues saved in a PDF
file too. Once again, I’m going to do my best to
tell the story of the year with pictures as
G oing T here
?
much as I possibly can. The plan is once
again to create a PDF file of this and put it on
the website, where you can download it at your
convenience. If you prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but
before asking me to do so please ensure that you
have a sufficient space allocation to be able to
receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so when you print
this on your printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader and
The picture above shows the midnight crowd at the Shrine itLetter Size Paper be sure that the “Fit to Page” box
is checked. I find that it also works better if you check the box self. The crowd wasn’t bad due to the weather conditions. Note the
which says “Print as Image”. Okay? Okay! Let’s get started!
² snow still on the roof. It was a wet snow and on the way down the
mountain it was falling out of the trees on us and we got pretty wet.

2005 Draws
to a Close!

January Happenings
Does anybody mind if I start with events of December 31,
2004 again this year? Kazuya and I went to the Shinto Shrine at
Takao-san. In past years I have always gone to Jindaiji Shrine for
the coming in of the New Year, but for this New Year Kazuya was in
town rather than having gone to his home town so we decided to go
to Mt. Takao. It snowed quite heavily during the afternoon and by
the time we left the house there were about 4 inches of snow on the
ground here. We arrived at Takao at around 6:30 PM – much too
early actually. We looked for a place to eat supper, but nothing was
open yet, so we hiked up to the Shrine and the monks were shoveling snow everywhere – there was about a foot of the white stuff
there. That was still only around 9:00 PM, so we hiked to the summit of the mountain and relaxed there for a time and then went back
down to the Shrine at around 11:40 PM. We celebrated the coming
in of the New Year and then we headed for home and got here at
around 3:00 AM – fell into bed!
The above picture is the New Year’s poster which was used at
Jindaiji Shrine – the Shrine near our house. We went there on New
Year’s Day in the afternoon and ate some New Year’s food and
took some pictures.
rd
On January 3 , which was still the holiday for here, we went
out to Tsu-ru Tsu-ru Hot Spring and soaked in the refreshingly hot
water for 4 or 5 hours, ate some of their food and in general, had an
enjoyable and relaxing time.
During January Kazuya was spending a lot of time on his
Graduation Thesis, the deadline was fast approaching and he had
managed to put it off until nearly the final moments. Therefore we
didn’t do too many trips out to the mountains or anywhere during
th
January. He finished it on January 16 and printed it all out and got
it bound at Kinko’s Copy Center and then he turned it in to his University on the following day – YEA! DONE!
nd
On January 22 we decided to go to Takao-san for the sunset
and come down by moonlight. One can see Mt. Fuji from Mt. Takao,
so it was our intention to watch the sunset from there, take pictures
of Mt. Fuji as the sun was setting and then hike down the easy trail
The picture above shows the cute lights on the road as one by moonlight. The easy trail is actually the road to the Shrine. We
never walk up that way, but sometimes we come down that way.
gets close to the Shrine. You can see the snow beside the road.
See one picture below of the sunset near Mt. Fuji.
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And, on the final day of January we went to Nogawa Park and
found the very first spring flowers which were not on a tree. The
picture at the bottom of the left column is the first flower of the season – the picture itself has the name on it, so I don’t need to comment further. End of January.
²

February Happenings
Well, the first exciting thing we did in February was make a trip
th
to Kamakura and Enoshima Island on February 12 . We bought a
one-day pass for the local train line in that area and got off at several stops and saw what there was to see at each place. Enoshima
Island is a small island with lots of fish restaurants and a very long
trail which goes not quite all the way around the island. It’s quite a
picturesque place, but actually nothing truly spectacular. Below find
one picture of Enoshima Island, taken from Inamuragasaki Park.
We just made it a day trip, so we were back home at around 10:00
PM. It clouded up in mid-afternoon anyway, so good planning.
th

On January 28 I ordered a new camera – a Canon PowerShot S70. It’s a 7.1 megapixel model, amazing – and cheaper
through Amazon.com than right here in Japan, why?! I have been
nothing but happy with it.
th
On Saturday the 29 we went out to Bubaigawara and found
the first of this season’s Plum Blossoms. They were not yet very
good, too early, but there were enough to be able to take a few pictures – see below.
²

th

The next day, February 13 – Sunday – we went to Nogawa
Park and did some bird-watching and flower searching, had a good
time, but no great pictures.
th
On February 17 my new Digital Camera – a Canon PowerShot S-70 arrive – forwarded from the USA by my old friend Steve
Armitage. It’s a 7.1 megapixel camera. I gave my old camera to
Kazuya and he gave me back the oldest camera and I sold it for
$10 at a used camera shop. Amazing how quickly they improve the
Digital Cameras! I bought the first one in August of 2001 and it was
a 2.1 megapixel model. Bought the next one in August of 2003 and
it was a 4 megapixel model. Then bought this one in February of
2005 and it’s a 7.1 megapixel model. They were all about the same
price. I expect that I’ll keep this one for a while.
th
On Sunday, the 20 we went to Bubaigawara to view plum
blossoms and take pictures. No truly great pictures though.
th
On February 26 we went to Naganuma Park for bird watching.
Saw some nice birds, but no pictures of them. We have good binoculars, but had not yet figured out how to use them with the cameras. I still have the Leitz Trinovid 10 x 40 Binoculars which I
bought back when I was still a young squirt, but into high quality
goods. Back in 1972 they cost me a whopping $285 – an equivalent pair of Leitz Binoculars today cost $1,250. Glad I got the quality model!
th
On February 27 – the final Sunday of the month – we went to
Showa Kinen Park and walked around there. It’s really a huge park
and we have visited several times without ever seeing all of it.
They rent bicycles there, and someday we should rent a couple of
bicycles and observe it that way. The most interesting thing we saw
this visit was their enlarged and improved Bonsai Garden. You can
find 2 pictures of Bonsai Trees below. Many of the Bonsai specimens they have are well over 100 years old and they have some
which are over 300 years old. It’s amazing that people can manage
to keep them in the family for so long, I can’t imagine that many
generations of sons or daughters having such an enthusiastic interest in one particular hobby. And, they require a great deal of love
and care, one can’t just plant a tree and cut some of it off every
year. It takes lots of repotting, playing with the branches, artificially
creating “lightning scars” and dead branches and planting moss in
certain places and all of that. We have watched several TV pro-
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grams on Bonsai creation and care and I am amazed at the lengths
that true Bonsai enthusiasts go to to get what they want.

th

Then, on March 12 we went, once again, to Nogawa Park for
bird watching and for searching for spring flowers. The best picture
can be seen below, it is one of the several types of Veronica.
And, the final picture for February is another plum tree – taken
at the bus stop near our house. I don’t remember how I got this
strange effect in the background, but it certainly added a nice quality to the picture.
²

th

March Happenings
th

On March 5 we went out to Mitake – on the Upper Tama
River and hiked around searching for new spring flowers, and just
to be outdoors along the beautiful Upper Tama. About the only
thing of beauty we found was some really nice pussy willow, which
you can find a picture of in the right hand column. This picture was
actually taken by Kazuya – I included it instead of one of mine because he chose the best background – you can see the river and
the mountains in this photo, while the only thing which shows in the
background of my photos is river rocks! So, thanks Kazuya!

The following day, March 13 , we went out to Takao and
th
climbed Mt. Takao. It was the 13 time we climbed Mt. Takao. It’s
a very easy climb – less than 2 hours to the summit – and there are
several different trails, so you can see different scenery and vegetation in different seasons depending on which trail you choose to
hike. There is one really nice picture from that weekend, you can
find it on the following page. We did a search for orchids and found
– much to our amazement – a ridgeline which has many Cymbidium
orchids on it, none of them were in bloom yet, but there were lots of
buds. You can be sure we fixed that location in our memory for going to again later in the season.
In March Kazuya graduated from his university. Took him 2
additional years due to being slow in writing his graduation “thesis”,
which is what they call the final research paper of university in this
country. It was a happy day for him (and me) when they approved
his thesis and he got the official word that he was going to finally
graduate. Congratulations Kazuya!
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th
Oh, that final photo in the previous column is a ChrysospleOn March 19 we went to a new park in the middle of nowhere
– Naganuma Park. We did some bird watching and flower search- nium macrostemon var. atrandrum – the local name, translated into
²
ing. We saw some cool birds, but couldn’t get any decent pictures. English is “Dirty Cat’s Eye”. And, that’s the end of March.
We did not find any flowers worthy of photographing.
th
On March 26 we decided to return to that place on Mt. Takao
April Happenings
where we found all of the Cymbidium orchids a couple of weeks
ago. We were not disappointed – we found several in bloom and
Oh boy! This is difficult. Between Kazuya’s photos and my
you can find 2 photo collage’s below.
photos there are some 900 in total for April – it was vacation month.
For the website I posted 3 pages of photos for this month, for a total
of 104 photos on the website. Now, I sorted out 17 of those which I
think are “super” and now I need to make some difficult decisions
and get this number down to about 5 or 6 for this newsletter!
Well, I was only able to eliminate 5 pictures – the rest are too
good, so now I have it down to 12 photos for April. That’s the best I
can do!

This first picture (above) is a view we had of Mt. Fuji while we
th
were climbing Mt. Mikuni. It was April 5 , the first phase of our vacation. We went to Yamanaka Lake and did some hiking around
and stayed in the Marimo Pension. We have stayed there for 1 or 2
nights every year since we’ve met, it’s a really fine place to go and
visit if you ever make it to Yamanaka Lake.
th
On April 7 we again went to Mt. Takao to the secret orchid
place which we found a few weeks ago. The flowers were at their
peak this time, but I’d best not include any more pictures. I will,
however, include one picture of a violet which we took on that day.
It is Eizan Violet (Viola eizanensis).

th

On April 8 we went cherry blossom viewing locally and I’ll
give you 2 pictures of that. The first picture is taken while standing
nd
in the center of the road and the 2 picture is a rather closer one of
a cherry tree. Cherry blossom season is such an amazing time of
the year, there are so many cherry trees, so there is this beauty
everywhere. It was a bit later than usual this year, generally they
are at their peak at about the final few days of March. This year the
TV reported that they were 2 weeks later than usual. That about
sums up the way the entire summer went, lots of flowers – and the
weather too – were about 2 weeks later than usual.
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The next day we went to a ski area and hiked around there
and saw LOTS of snow. We climbed (rode the gondola) to Mt. Shirane, and this picture is from that summit.

Amazing place, the Kusatsu Area! There are 18 free hot baths
in Kusatsu town, so the next day – our final day there – we decided
to see how many of them we could hit in one day. It’s something
we discovered that people do when they go to Kusatsu. We managed to hit 9 of the 18. Below you can find a picture of one of them
with Kazuya standing in front of it. The men’s part is on the left and
the women’s part is on the right. Of course in ALL of these hot
baths and springs, one is expected to get naked, that is why men
and women are separated.

The same day we took the cherry blossom pictures we also
collected a large bag of Morel Mushrooms and we fried some of
them in butter and are them with a pizza which we ordered from
Domino’s Pizza. We had so many mushrooms that we also froze a
couple of plastic bags of them.
The next pictures are from the next phase of our vacation – we
went to Kusatsu, in Gunma Prefecture, quite far north of here. Kusatsu is a Hot Spring town. I didn’t know that it was such a famous
hot spring and ski resort area and I don’t think Kazuya did either
because when we arrived he seemed just as shocked as I was. In
the center of town is this Hot Spring which flows very rapidly
through a public square. There is a little foot bath there, but for the
There is one more picture to include from vacation, but it has
huge pool you have to walk a ways to the park and there are HUGE
to go on the next page – it is a white skunk cabbage flower which
separate men’s and women’s pools where you can soak.
we found along a road while we were walking between the free public baths. I had not seen a skunk cabbage in some years, so this
was quite impressive. Hope that it’s equally impressive for you.

This picture (above) is the public square in the center of town
at night. This is the lower end of it.
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That final picture on page 5 is a very violet colored Violet
th
which we found in Nogawa Park on April 16 – rather amazing, eh!
And here (below) is the picture of the skunk cabbage.

th

There is one more picture from April 16 – the same day as
the very violet Violet on page 5. This picture (below) is taken looking up the No River. Yeah, as you can see, it’s NO river, only a
stream. Doubt if that’s what the name means in Japanese though.

Very sorry, but even after cropping the above 2 photos, the final photo for April will not fit on this page, so I’m just going to leave
out the photo of the Trout Lily and proceed on to May.
²

May Happenings
I think that this photo gives you some idea why cherry blossom
season is such an amazing time of the year in Japan. Try and
imagine the smell, the first warm days of spring, the petals blowing
around in the breezes. What it does for the soul is amazing.
Well, only 3 more pictures for April, and they are all portrait
mode shots of flowers, so they will have to go in the next column.
The first shot is a Takao Violet (Viola yezoensis) taken on April 17th,
when we went, once again, to the Mt. Takao area. This is on a totally different side of the mountain than the orchid area though.
nd
The 2 shot is a species of Asarum taken on the same day –
rd
by Kazuya. The 3 and final shot for April is a Trout Lily taken on
th
April 30 at Mt. Sougaku.
April was a very busy month, lots of vacation touring, and then
after that – back to work and a bunch of new classes starting for
yours truly.

Oh no! For May there are some 300 photos and there were 2
web pages, with a total of 60 photos displayed on the website. Going to have to do some serious sorting again.
Well, on Sunday, May 1 we climbed Mt. Takao again, looking
for Helwingia sp. And for Asarum sp. We found both of them and
got some good pictures. You may remember the Helwingia from
the website – the tree with both the flowers and the fruits (borne on
separate trees) in the middle of the leaves. I won’t include a picture
of it here, it’s not beautiful or exceedingly weird. I will include a picture of the Asarum though. You can see a picture of one species of
Asarum above, and on the following page you can see a photo of a
totally different species. I am quite proud of this next picture, it was
dark and difficult to take. I used a small tripod and the exposure
time was 1 second.
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rd

th

th

May 3 , 4 and 5 were the Golden Week Holidays. On May
th
4 we went to a new place – Rikugien Gardens. It’s in the city (Tokyo) and usually we avoid the city, but my students who live near
there said it was quite a place to see. Course they are 80 years
old! Below is an interesting picture taken inside the park.

On May 5th we went to the flower place in Nogawa Park and
took the below picture (next column) of a Bletilla striata orchid.
Nogawa Park is near our house and there is a fenced off area
where there are boardwalks one is supposed to stay on. There are
lots of native flowers and plants which are not commonly found in
the area anymore.
th
On May 8 we went to a bird watching place on the Tama
River and saw some (at least 2 different ones) Kingfishers. Of
course there are no pictures of them, but exciting to see those birds
anyway.
th
Our next picture taking outing was on May 15 when we went
to Okutama and hiked the old railroad grade from Okutama town to
Okutama Lake. We were specifically looking for wild Wisteria and
we were not disappointed. In the next column (below the orchid)
you can find 2 pictures – one in somebody’s yard and one huge wild
one with Kazuya hanging on a wild Wisteria vine! Amazing, eh. On
the following page are 4 more pictures taken that weekend. One is
the huge Wisteria which Kazuya is hanging on in the picture on this
page, one is the Tama River where we stopped for our lunch break
that day – look at the water clarity! The next one is taken in an old
abandoned railroad tunnel along the trail and the final one for May
is also along this same trail – a shot of Mt. Sogaku and Mt. Gozen –
both mountains we have climbed in the past. Hope this isn’t overkill
for May.

8

2005 Reporter
June Happenings
There are some 300 pictures from June. Guess I’d better look
at that month’s web pages to make preliminary decisions. I know
that there are some pretty decent orchid (Dendrobium moniliforme)
pictures taken through the binoculars.
Well, if you can believe it, I narrowed the selection down to 4
pictures. I decided that I’ve not been selective enough to this point
and I need to TRY and keep this letter at a maximum of 13 or 14
pages. Always remember, these pictures are all still available on
the website if you go to the particular month from the home page.
th
Here goes. On Saturday, June 4 I bought the materials to
build the camera/binoculars/tripod contraption, which allows both of
us to put our cameras behind the lens of my good old Leitz 10 x 40
binoculars. I worked on that for a few hours and got it put together
in a workable form and then on Sunday we went out to Mt. Takao
specifically to take pictures of the orchid (Dendrobium moniliforme)
with good success. Below you can find 2 collages of those pictures.

I am quite proud of both of these pictures and can say that
these little inserts just don’t do either of these collages justice. I
recommend that you go to the website and look at them there under
the June Photos. The main problem with the camera/binoculars
contraption was the difficulty in focusing, so I re-designed it so that
one can look through the left binocular lens to focus while using the
right binocular lens for the actual photography. That made it easier.
th
Our next outing was on June 12 – we went to Kita-Yama Iris
Gardens. None of those photos are exceptional though, so I’m not
going to include any from that outing.
In June Kazuya also really started hating his job for McMillan
Art with a vengeance. Some evenings we didn’t even talk he was
so pissed off.
th
On Saturday, June 18 we went to Hama-Rikyu Gardens – a
place where we have been many times in the past, but it’s really a
nice park and is never exceedingly crowded. It’s a nice place to go
On the final 2 weekends of the month we did go places and
and walk around if you need to relax and not do too much work –
see things, but the pictures are not fantastic, so nothing included
like a long hike. Below you can find one picture.
from those 2 weekends.
²

9

2005 Reporter
July Happenings
Well, there are only some 200 photos for July, let me look at
the website and decide which ones to use here. Well, that was
easy, I only found 3 exceptional photos. Two of them are taken by
Kazuya.
th
On July 9 we went to Asakusa for the Chinese Lantern Festival – you know, those bright orange fruits which look like Chinese
Lanterns. There are no exceptional photos and if you want to refresh your memory you can take a look at the website for July’s
photos.
th
On Sunday, July 10 we went to the Aquatic part of the Jindai
Botanical Gardens. It was exceedingly hot that day and after a
couple of hours of walking around there we came home and sat in
front of the fan.
th
On Saturday, July 16 we climbed Mt. Takao again. We found
a plant with some really strange aphids on it – it was included on
the website and I’ll include it here because it is so strange.

The above picture is me looking across the pond at HamaRikyu Gardens. You can see that this park is now surrounded by
skyscrapers – at least on 2 sides. The other 2 sides, however, are
open to the ocean, so they can never totally surround it by skyscrapers, at least not until they reclaim more land from the ocean.
th
On June 19 we went to Tama-Zoo and that is the place
where they have the Insectarium. You saw several pictures of butterflies on the website. I won’t, however, include any of them here.
th
On Saturday, June 25 we went out to Mitake and Sawai –
both places on the Upper Tama River – and we walked along the
beautiful river and searched for flowers. The most impressive thing
we found was the picture below – a Spiranthes sinensis. As you
can see, this orchid has it’s flowers in a spiral pattern. After doing
some web research we learned that some of the plants have flowers which spiral clockwise and some of them have flowers which
spiral counterclockwise. Amazing!

And that is the final entry for June. Have you noticed anything
yet this year? We have still not been on a campout this season.
Kazuya has to work on Saturday’s from time to time, and with my
crowded work schedule we are both often too tired to think about
such complex things as preparing our bags for a campout!
²

10

2005 Reporter
th

Monday, July 18 was a National Holiday so we decided to go
th
to Mt. Hinode on Sunday the 17 and camp-out there – the first
campout of the season. Kazuya got 2 excellent photos of insects.
The picture just above this is a great shot of a butterfly which Kazuya managed to get just about sunset, so it’s a flash picture and
that’s why the background is solid black.
The sunset and sunrise were not incredible so there are no
pictures of those events. There is one more picture, just below, of a
dragonfly, also taken by Kazuya.

actually some overly ardent photographer walking along in front of
us with a spray bottle. Anyway, it adds a certain attractiveness to it.
th
On Monday, August 9 we took the Shinkansen (Bullet) Train
to Kazuya’s hometown. He lives in Yamagata Prefecture in the
town of Funagata.
We did lots of amazing things – which you saw and read about
on the web pages for August’s photos. One of the first exciting
events we did/saw was fireworks near Kazuya’s house. You can
find 2 photos below.

Well, if you’ve ever tried to take a picture of a dragonfly, then
you know that they are even more skittish than butterflies, so this is
a really amazing shot!
rd
On July 23 we were going to climb Mt. Kawanori and camp
out there, but the weather threw us for a loop and we blew that plan
off.
th
The final noteworthy event of July is that on July 25 Kazuya’s
frustrations with his job became so great that he quit. He had been
threatening for a month or more and even had quit a few times already, but then when he got home he had sent an e-mail saying
that he didn’t mean it. This time he really meant it though, and he
had several months of unemployment to search for a job which he
actually wanted to do, rather than just kind of falling into a job as
the one for McMillan Art had happened.
²

August Happenings
Well, August was the big vacation to Kazuya’s hometown and
the major climb of the summer – Mt. Choukai. There are about 700
photos from August and there are some great ones that I am going
to have to include.
th
On August 6 we went to Mt. Mitake for the annual search for
Rengeshouma flowers. I’ll include one picture below.

Rather amazing, eh!
The next day – August 10th – Kazuya’s parents took us to several places – we went for a riverboat ride on the Mogami River, one
of the largest rivers in Japan. We also went to Mt. Gassan, but we
did not climb to the summit. Remember, we were guests of Kazuya’s parents. It rained while we were climbing and we headed
back to the car after just an hour or so. Besides, we did not plan to
summit that mountain as we had another plan for the day and if we
had taken the necessary time to summit Mt. Gassan then we would
not have had time to make it to the final destination for the day.
You’ve seen this flower every year I think. They are so in- And, that final destination was the city of Sakata, from where we
credible to see. This one LOOKS like it still has dew on it, but it’s were going to start our ascent of Mt. Choukai the following day.
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th
The picture below left that one is me squatting down beside
So, on August 11 we climbed Mt. Choukai – 7,336 feet in
elevation. Actually we didn’t make the summit that day. We made one of these incredible mountain lilies.
The next picture is a pinkish flower which we don’t know the
it to the summit hut and “camped” there that night and made the
th
summit for sunrise the following day, August 12 . Below find an name of.
absolutely incredible picture taken by Kazuya. I think this would win
prizes if entered into competition.

As you can see, this mountain was covered with flowers. One
of the most amazing mountains – maybe the most amazing – we
have ever climbed in terms of the variety of flowering plants. We
even found 2 types of Violets – in August!
The next photo is a Gentiana sp., such an amazing blue!

Just shortly before we arrived at the mid-slope mountain hut it
started raining on us. We weren’t really prepared very well for this
kind of weather, but we did have rain coats anyway. In addition we
had cheap umbrellas. We stopped at the mid-slope hut and ate our
lunch there and while we were doing that it started raining hard
enough so that we put on our rain coats and got out our umbrellas.
Ever climbed a mountain while using an umbrella? It looked kind of
silly, but – what the heck, it worked! Some people who we saw had
neither a rain coat nor an umbrella, so in comparison to those people we were super well prepared. But, in the pictures above this
paragraph, notice that it is T-shirt weather and strong sunshine. After this it’s going to show rain and clouds. We arrived at the summit
hut (which is actually about 25 minutes below the summit) at
around 3:00 PM and got checked in (we had reservations) and relaxed and took a siesta and then at about 6:00 PM it very suddenly
cleared up and we were able to see the surrounding mountains and
the summit. There were LOTS of people in the hut, and suddenly
everybody was outdoors taking pictures and making decisions
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about summiting now or waiting until sunrise. We thought we’d do
it both times, but as we worked our way through the sharp-edged
boulders to the summit we realized that the summit was a place
which we didn’t know how to get to! Should we just follow the white
arrows painted on the rocks, or were they not to believed?! Anyway,
we got on top of one of the many false summits in the area and enjoyed that place for a while. Several people followed us there –
they also had no idea where the summit was.
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snow field from the 2 hikers who are crossing it. We also had to
cross this snowfield. It’s still raining on us, by the way.
rd
The 3 picture (#3) is another panorama which was taken from
the false summit which we climbed up to in the evening after the
sky cleared up. You may be able to see that the summit rocks have
painted writing on them. We were not able to discern what the writing said however. It was only after everybody was back at the hut
and the stories were told we learned this marked the summit.

1.

2.

4.

3.
Finally, picture #4 on this page shows Kazuya and I at the acThe first picture on this page (#1) is a panorama taken from
behind the mid-slope hut just when the rain was beginning. Re- tual summit the following morning at sunrise time. This picture was
member this is August and this is only about 4,500 feet or so, so taken by a volunteer at 4:57 AM.
There are still 2 more pictures from this climb. Please turn the
the snow is kind of amazing, eh! The next picture, below that, (#2)
is higher on the mountain and you can estimate the size of the page to find them.
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This next picture shows Kazuya descending from the False
th
Summit which we climbed up to on August 11 . The thing you may
want to note here is how everything around here is all huge sharp
volcanic rocks. Also note that there is a guy way behind Kazuya
following us.

The colors are splendid and the clouds are nice too. It was so
hot, even on the summit of the plateau, that we had to get out of the
tent right after we had gone to bed and peel back the rain-fly so that
we could get more circulation through the tent. Amazingly hot
weather this summer.
On the final weekend of the month we were going to climb Mt.
Kumotori and we prepared everything and went out there, but when
we got to Okutama I was feeling pretty shitty with a headache and a
stomachache and I begged for us to call it off.
And, that’s the end of August.
²

September Happenings

And the final picture from the climb of Mt. Choukai is from the
ridge we climbed down the following morning. The thing I want to
point out here is the summit hut, which is enlarged and inserted
back in the picture. This picture was on the website, but I have a
feeling that not a single person studied it closely enough to find the
summit hut. The hut is where we stayed the night. Although it did
not rain all night, and the sunrise was nice enough so that we could
see it, it had started raining again by the time this picture was taken
at 6:24 AM and it rained all the way down the mountain – again we
were wet and miserable.

And that ends the story of the climb of Mt. Choukai. It’s been
many years since I’ve had a challenge like that one, in fact maybe
the last time was when I climbed Mt. Shasta was back in 1974.
th
On August 20 we climbed our local Mt. Takao again and
camped out at I-Ccho Daira – Daira means plateau. We had some
really wonderful views of Mt. Fuji as the sun was setting.

Well, September is another month with too many photos
(550+), so time to work on sorting the best of the best. This month
there were some wonderful sunrise photos taken on Mt. Kumotori
and a special trip to Yamanaka Lake to camp out and take photos
of Mt. Fuji. Let me start sorting please. Okay, got it down to what I
believe are 8 photos which can be considered exceptional.
rd
On Saturday, September 3 we climbed Mt. Takao yet again,
but it was a rather hazy day and there are no exceptional pictures
from that day.
th
On the 10 we climbed Mt. Kumotori, the highest mountain in
Tokyo (2,017.7 meters or 6,620 feet). By “the highest mountain in
Tokyo” you may get the wrong impression that this mountain is actually in the city or something, but it’s not, it’s about 50 miles west of
the center of the “city” of Tokyo. On the way up Kumotori we found
a very cooperative butterfly at the top of Mt. Nanatsuishi and his (or
her) picture is included below.

Isn’t that an amazing photo? An orange butterfly on a bright
yellow flower! As you might note here, it is getting to be fall on the
mountains. Mt. Nanatsuishi in itself is a respectable mountain to
climb, being 5,765 feet. It is a mountain which one can choose to
pass over on the way to Mt. Kumotori. There is also a trail which
bypasses Nanatsuishi, but on the trail which goes over the summit
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there is a really good stream for refilling ones water bottles, so we
always cross over the summit of Nanatsuishi when we do Mt. Kumotori. Anyway, we arrived at the summit of Mt. Kumotori – or at
least very near the summit – which is where we set up our tent
when we camp there – at about 4:35 PM. We relaxed a few moments and then set up our tent and then we made the 10 minute
hike to the summit for the sunset. Unfortunately it was rather
cloudy and the sunset was not so fantastic – oh well!
Just below you can find a picture of me about 45 minutes below the summit – do I look dead, or what? I felt more dead than
alive after hiking for about 6 hours.

2005 Reporter
The lack of a good sunset did not mean, however, that it was
not a clear night. We ended up seeing more stars than we had
ever seen before up there. And, when 4:00 AM came around and
we got up and again went to the summit, we were rewarded with
the most incredible sunrise colors. It was one of those rare mornings when – if there had been snow on Mt. Fuji – it would have
been a “Red Fuji”. The below picture was taken at 5:15 AM.

If you print this out on a color printer then I believe that Acrobat Reader will render this photo as a bright pinkish color and while
that is an exaggeration, the colors shown in this photo are an understatement compared to what we really saw. What we really saw
was somewhat between what shows here and what you get when
you print this with Acrobat Reader. Anyway, the colors were too
amazing. Oh, by the way – that is Mt. Fuji near the center of the
photo.
There is one more picture from the climb – actually the descent. Below find a picture of a kind of geranium seed head which
is rather interesting. And that ends the Mt. Kumotori adventure.

This next picture is a picture of Kazuya at the summit. You
may notice that although the sun is kind of shining on his face that it
is also quite cloudy all around us.

Our next adventure in September was the very next weekend.
We took a bus to Yamanaka Lake and from the bus stop we hiked
to the summit of Mt. Myoujin, which is a mountain which was made
for viewing Mt. Fuji. We’ve been to this area enough times so that
we know the shortcuts, and we were able to save a several kilometer walk to get to the summit of Mt. Myoujin by cutting through some
back ways and not following the road all the way around to where a
normal person would most likely go. Don’t misunderstand me –
there is NOT a road to the summit of Mt. Myoujin. It’s not a huge
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mountain, at 4,236 feet, but it’s volcanic in origin and the top of it is
treeless, which makes it ideal for being able to see Mt. Fuji. We arrived at the summit at around 1:35 PM – rather early. We hiked
around the summit area taking pictures of flowers and of Mt. Fuji as
clouds moved across it. We watched other hikers come and go and
then, finally, at about 3:45 PM we set up our tent. It was sunny and
hot during the day, and we got a pretty good dose of sun, which
tired us out more than we should have been.
The sunset was not spectacular, but this was also a full moon
weekend, which was a major reason for our decision to go to Mt.
Myoujin this particular weekend – to take moonlit pictures of Mt. Fuji.
This photo below as taken at 2:59 AM. Please note the layer
of fog resting on top of Yamanaka Lake. And, of course that is the
moon over Mt. Fuji, this is not some trick with the sun.

And isn’t that an incredible blue sky too!
And that’s the final event of September.

²

October Happenings
Well, there isn’t much of a story to tell about October. On the
first weekend of the month we were going to go to Mt. Hinode for a
campout, but after climbing part way to the mountain we both admitted that neither of us were feeling 100% good. In addition the
weather was mostly cloudy so we knew that we were not going to
see any kind of good sunset or anything, so we took our time going
back down and we did a hike along the Upper Tama River and then
came home that night and “camped out” in our bed at home. There
The next shot was taken while we were waiting for the sunrise. are four pretty nice pictures from that outing. The first is an
It was 5:05 AM and in this one you can really note the fog hanging interesting flower of the Cimicifuga genus, which you can find below.
over Yamanaka Lake. If you look closely enough you can see lights
down there below us and if you look REALLY CLOSE you can see
lights on Mt. Fuji too as people make their way to the top to see the
sunrise.

Unfortunately the sunrise was not spectacular at all. Oh well,
can’t have everything, but it would have been nice to have one or
the other – either a good sunset or else a good sunrise. We had a
good time anyway. That is what’s important, that and just getting
outdoors and enjoying the scenery and the flowers and the fresh air
and having the health to be able to climb mountains and campout.
We did see some great flowers too, I just didn’t include any pictures
of them this month. We saw at least one flower which we had
never seen before – Scabiosa japonica – which you can see pictures of on the website. We also got some good shots of Monkshood flowers.
There is one more picture from this weekend on Mt. Myoujin.
Just as we were getting ready to leave, breakfast finished, tent
taken down and everything packed and ready to go. As we looked
at Mt. Fuji just before we started hiking, there appeared a little
wispy cloud which made it look like steam coming from the summit
of Mt. Fuji – a nice parting shot.

The next picture is a Waremo-kou. That’s the local Japanese
name of the plant anyway. Not sure what the Latin name is. The
picture under that is a picture of the beautiful Upper Tama River
taken from a footbridge over the river. The final shot from October
is also the Upper Tama – it came out an incredible blue color, and
looks really nice when printed with Adobe Acrobat.
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Thursday, October 13th, was Kazuya’s first day at his new job.
He started working for the Wildcat Restaurant – a semi-fancy
French Restaurant in Asagaya, which is nice because it’s only
about 15 minutes away from here on the train. His normal days off
were to be Monday and some other day later in the week, which
would vary from week to week. So, it seemed like we would not be
doing many more outdoor adventures together. A real bummer.
But, at least he got a job which he wanted to be doing. He was
given a starting position as both kitchen help and wait staff. At the
time he started he thought that he wanted to become full-time
kitchen help, but by the time the end of November came along and
they were making a decision as to whether to keep him on, he was
hoping for full-time work as part of the wait staff.
²

November Happenings
Well, we’re approaching the end of the year! I was able to select 8 images taken during November. November is fall color
month here in this area, so that’s what you should expect to see below. We were really fortunate in that during this month Kazuya’s
restaurant somehow had too many people scheduled for Saturday’s,
so they let him have Saturdays off as his “one day later in the week”.
th
So, on November 5 we went to Mt. Takao again and although
there was nothing truly fantastic, there is one photo which stands
out (see below).

²

The sun is shining through the trees really nice, the trail shows,
and – if you look closely enough you can even see people on the
trail.
th
The next Saturday, November 12 , we went out to Okutama
and hiked the old railroad grade trail again (see May Happenings)
and we found some nice fall colors. The first one below is a shot of
some really pretty blue berries which looks like small globes of the
world or something. The following photo is a really yellow hillside
along the trail. There were some places where the colors were
quite spectacular and some places where they were nothing to write
home about. Maybe this was due to the aspect or something – like
the north aspects had already received a frost which enhanced the
rd
fall colors or something like that. The 3 shot below is very similar
to the lower left photo on page 8, with Mt. Sogaku and Mt. Gozen
labeled and the electrical power lines removed with PhotoShop’s
cloning tool.
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In this shot immediately above you can also see – in the lower
right hand corner – a part of the Okutama Lake dam.
th
The following weekend on Saturday, November 19 , we went
out to the Upper Tama River area again. We got off the train at
Sawai and hiked along the river to Mitake. At Sawai there is a Saké
Brewery and the first shot in the next column is a picture taken by
Kazuya of the beautiful colors right in the brewery outside restaurant and drinking area.
The shot below that shows the famous Ginkgo tree, which I
believe you have seen pictures of every year. This year the yellow
of the Ginkgo and the red of the Red Maples was exceptional, and
in addition, the skies were the clearest we have ever seen them on
the particular weekend when we went out to see this spot. Therefore it was possible to see all the way to the ridge of the background mountains. Very nice.

2005 Reporter
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th

On the 10 we went out to the Lower Tama River, where it is
The final picture from November was taken the following
th
weekend (the 27 ) when we took a trip out to Tsuru-Tsuru Hot not so fast and pretty, but where we were able to enjoy sunshine
Spring at Musashi Itsukaichi. There was one tree in a back yard and also find a few interesting sights to take pictures of. Below you
can find one fall weed and one picture of a bunch of little fish jumpwhich was just incredibly red. You can see it’s picture below.
ing. Why were all of the little fish jumping? I don’t know. This
photo is cropped from a larger photo so that you can actually see
the fish in this small size photo.

We always enjoy our time at Tsuru-Tsuru Hot Spring immensely. Tsuru-Tsuru means slippery-slippery. The waters are a
bit alkaline so they make your skin slippery. It’s a very relaxing
soak and takes away any aches and pains in the bones and muscles. That’s great, as I find that as my age increases so do my
aches and pains. And, now we finish November and get on to the
final month of the year!
²

December Happenings
Well, this letter has ended up longer than it ever was in the
past and also has the most pictures it has ever had. At this point
there are 81 photos. I suppose that there are some of them that
have made you say “that’s not so special” and others which have
made you say “WOW!”, but I hope that, overall, you have enjoyed
reading and looking. Let’s do a review. In 1995 – Volume #1, this
was a mere 4 pages and there were no color pictures. In 1996 it
was still just a story and there were 4 pages with no pictures. In
1997 it was only 3 pages and there were 2 pictures – both stolen
from the internet. In 1998 there were again 4 pages, and there
were 5 pictures – mostly stolen from the internet. In 1999, Volume
#5, it was 6 pages and 7 pictures – all stolen from the internet. In
the year 2000 it was only 4 pages and there were 4 pictures, but the
pictures were all taken by me. In 2001, Volume #7, it was 6 pages
and there were 9 photos – all by me. It was 2002, Volume #8,
when I really started telling the picture primarily with photos rather
than words. In that year it was 8 pages and there were 28 photos.
In 2003, Volume #9, there were 9 pages along with 40 pictures. In
2004, just last year, there were 14 pages and it included 73 photos.
Amazing how it has grown in both page length and in number of
photos, eh! So, not including this year, the composite PDF file of all
of the letters is 62 pages. If, for some reason, you would like the
entire composite letter let me know and I can e-mail it to you. It is,
however, 18.7 MB in size, so I guess I’d have to break it into pieces
to be able to send it.
Anyway, let’s get on with the happenings of December. I’m
going to finish this today (December 27th) and get it PDF’d and
th
online. Tomorrow I want to relax and then on December 29 , in the
early morning, Kazuya and I are going on the Shinkansen, to his
hometown, where there is lots of snow and cold weather. We’ll reth
th
turn to Tokyo on January 4 or 5 and then he has to go back to
th
th
work on January 6 and I have to return to work on the 10 .
Well, I’ve managed to sort out 10 pictures from December.
rd
The first weekend of the month, December 3 , we went out to
CostCo and I bought a new LCD TV! It’s a 37 inch 16:9 model. It
has a High Definition picture so it’s really nice to watch DVDs now
with my progressive scan DVD player. No pictures of the new TV,
one day soon you’ll be able to find some pictures on the website on
the page reserved for my DVD collection. That page will soon become “My Home Theater and DVD Collection”.

The next weekend, December 17th, we went out to Mt. Takao
once again and got a couple of pretty nice pictures of Mt. Fuji from
there. The weather was SO CLEAR! We were able to see farther
than we had EVER been able to see before from the summit. We
have seen Mt. Fuji from the summit of Mt. Takao many times, but
never so clearly. You can also look back at the Tokyo Metropolitan
area from the summit of Mt. Takao and we had never seen that as
clear either.
Our real purpose in going out to Mt. Takao this particular
weekend, however, was to search for “Frost Flowers”. According to
internet research I did, there are a few plants which produce these
weird ice extrusions when the weather is just right. This is the only
plant in Japan which we know of which exhibits this phenomenon
though. So, look below.
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That’s the picture of Mt. Fuji. Now look below for some pictures of the frost flowers. By the way, if you want to learn more
about frost flowers, a phenomenon which is little understood, then
the current state of knowledge about them appears to be most concisely summarized here:
http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/almanac/arc2005/alm05feb.htm

This should be a hotlink, so try just clicking on it if you’re interested.
I am including 4 photos of frost flowers as they are a little hard to
understand. I am hoping that by including 4 of them that you will be
able to figure out what’s happening here. Note, in all cases, that
the ice is coming OUT OF a plant stem, so look for the plant stem
and go from there, okay?

The final picture from this weekend is one of some simple
candle ice. In this shot you’ve got something which you can easily
use for scale – Kazuya’s hand.

And, that just about ends the year. The next weekend, Deth
cember 24 , we went to Jindaiji Shrine, the one near the house
here, which always has the nice posters for Chinese New Year.
th
Have you figured it out? Probably not, so keep going and look The animal for 2006 (Chinese New Year is January 29 , 2006) will
be
the
dog,
so
below
–
the
final
picture
for
this
year
Happy
Year Of
at the next 2 photos.
The Dog!
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Okay, I guess the picture that I am most proud of
is the one you can see below – the collage of the
Dendrobium moniliforme orchids. It was a challenge,
first of all, to build the camera/tripod/binoculars
contraption, then it was a challenge to get these decent
photos, and then it was an
additional challenge to put
together this collage in PhotoShop. I know that some of
you don’t particularly enjoy
looking at flower photos, but
on the other hand, I know
that some of you could “look
at orchid pictures all day
long”.
Happy New Year everybody. May it be healthy
and prosperous for you and
everybody you love. I hope
that I am alive and healthy
at the end of this coming
year so that I can produce at
least one more of these.

And, now that I am on page 20, with seemingly nothing more Peace, Joy, Love,
to talk about, what shall I do with this remaining space? I guess my
best bet is to try and select one or two of the best photos of the entire year and include them in larger size. By the way, there are now
87 different photos included here!

The Year in Review – 2006

Volume 12

2006 Reporter
Well, this year
th
it’s November 7
when I am writing
these first words of
th
the 12 Volume of
this Annual Letter. It just doesn’t seem possible to
me that I’ve been sending out this same basic
Where??
?
format for 12 years.
Granted, it has
Been There!
changed significantly in recent years, from
being mainly words, to being mainly pictures,
but the arrow sign image, the backgrounds, the
G oing T here
headers and so on have been the same for
?
some years now. I have all of the previous
issues saved in a PDF file, just in case you’d
like to see them all from the previous years! Once
again, I’m going to tell the story of the year with
pictures as much as I possibly can and then I’ll
create a PDF file and put it on the website, where
you can download it at your convenience. If you
prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but before asking me to
do so please ensure that you have a sufficient space
This picture, and the one below too, were both taken on the
allocation to be able to receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so when summit of Mt. Zao – these are snow monsters. Snow monsters are
you print this on your printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader and Let- coniferous trees which are covered with rime and hoarfrost. Amazter Size Paper be sure that the “Fit to Page” box is checked. Okay? ing, eh!
Okay! Let’s get started!
²

2006 Draws
to a Close!

January Happenings
Well, on January 1st Kazuya and I were at his house in Yamagata Prefecture and on the that day his father took us to Mt. Zao
(1,661 meters = 5,449 feet). We took a ropeway to the top of the
mountain and walked around for a while taking pictures. The incredible thing to see on Mt. Zao is the “Snow Monsters”. If you
looked at my website back in February 2006 you saw several pictures of snow monsters! I’ll find a couple of the best ones to insert
now. I just checked last year’s Annual Letter and there are no pictures there from the trip to Yamagata, so I’ll insert one taken before
the New Year, if that’s okay.

The picture just above is a famous Hot Spring Resort area
near Kazuya’s home town. The name of it is Ginzan – which
On the following page you’ll find one more photo taken on Mt.
means “Silver Mountain”. In the old days this was a silver mining Zao. The photo was taken by Kazuya – the most amazing set of
district. When the silver ran out they turned the area into a hot rabbit tracks. The photo was taken from the window of the Gondola
spring resort area to keep the town alive. This photo was taken as Car on the ropeway.
a black/white, seeing as there was really no color anyway.
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On January 4th we returned to Mitaka, but I didn’t have to reth
turn to work until Monday, January 10 due to using up some vacation days. We visited some local hot springs and relaxed, labeled
our pictures and the like and then back to the same old grind of
teaching English to people who have no interest in studying or
learning the language.
th
On January 14 Kazuya and I went to an area of Tokyo which
has lots of old original buildings and the area tries to retain some of
the traditional character of old Tokyo. The name of the area is
Taito Ward, just in case you ever visit here and want to see some
old buildings. The picture below is an interesting old style biscuit
shop, some nice colors and so on.

The next shot is a beautiful sunset taken on the way back to
Kazuya’s house on that same evening – January 1, 2006. An interesting thing about this trip to Yamagata was that the snow was
much heavier this year than in an average year, considering the
date. Yamagata is always snowy in the winter, but this year it came
earlier and heavier. So, we were quite fortunate to see Mt. Zao with
such amazing snow monsters so early in the season.

In late January I started making a definite plan to build a nice
new shelf for DVDs. I had been thinking about it for a year or more,
but had never gotten around to really getting serious about it. At
this time, I actually started putting pencil to paper and buying the
lumber to get started. By the end of the month I was actually finished with sanding the lumber and had started putting it together.
My plan was to build it in rough form, disassemble it and put the finish on it and then put it together again.
And, that’s it for January.
²

February Happenings
th

On February 5 Kazuya and I went to Jindai Botanical Garden
and discovered that spring flowers were starting to bloom. Below
find one shot of a Yellow Witch Hazel flower (Hamamelis sp.).
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That Witch Hazel comes in both yellow and red, does it also good finish for it. I finally found some clear Urethane and that was
come in various colors in the USA? I don’t ever remember seeing what I used on it – 4 coats, of course sanding lightly between each
coat.
different colors when studying Dendrology.
In February I got totally fed-up with the crap which my company was constantly pulling on us teachers and I changed my position from full-time to part-time. As a part-time worker I had the ability to tell them what I would do and what I would not do, rather than
them just telling me to do whatever pleased them. And as the
month came to a close I was still working on the DVD Shelf.
²

March Happenings

The picture above is a Shibateranthis pinnatifida flower – the
common Japanese name is Setsubunsou. This is just about the
very first small spring flower. They are fairly uncommon – the only
place we’ve ever seen them, in fact, is in Nogawa Park. I tried to
search the web for an English common name, but I can’t find one.
th
This photo was taken on February 8 . By the way, this is an endangered plant in Japan. I bought a beautiful book on “Endangered
Plants of Japan” and this book has great pictures. The book was
around $US90, not a cheap book – but beautiful and a couple of
hundred pages.
Next, we visited Bubaigawara Park – a park where we always
go in the spring to find Plum Blossoms. Please find 2 Plum Blossom pictures below.

I started spending quite a bit of my free time working on the
DVD Shelf. One of the hardest things I had to do was find some

Some strange things happened during March! The first thing
was that Kazuya’s mother and father had some temporary problems
and his mother came and stayed with us. She arrived on March 6th
th
and left on March 27 . It was a stressful time and I was convinced
that Kazuya would end up going back to his hometown with his
mother. Things did not work out that way though – mother went
home and there have been no more major problems between mom
and dad, and Kazuya and I still continue to live together – WHEW!
th
On March 4 Kazuya and I went to Hinatawada – a small town
way west of Tokyo – in search of some incredible plum blossoms.
Unfortunately there was nary a one to be found – still too early in
the season outside of Tokyo.
th
On March 7 I found a very authoritative book on “The Wild
Violets of Japan” and bought it! An amazing book – complete with
dichotomous keys and pictures of every part of every species and
so on – that certainly made Violet viewing and identification easier!
th
On March 12 the 3 of us (Kazuya, mom and I) went to Jindai
Botanical Garden – that’s the one near our house. We found some
great Anemone and some white dandelion (Taraxacum albidum)
flowers – please see the pictures below.

As I’m sure you’ll notice, the dandelion is not 100% white, but
one certainly cannot call it a normal yellow dandelion.
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th

On March 13 I had a class at a Hitachi Company office which
had (still has too, as far as I know) an incredible cherry tree on their
“campus”. Check this one out (below).

th

On March 15 I had applied all 4 coats of Urethane to the DVD
Shelf and had finished sanding, steel-wooling and so on and it was
the day to start assembling all of the pieces into a final finished
product. Lots of my normal classes were finishing up, I was now
working part-time and therefore I had quite a bit of free time to do
stuff like that.
th
On March 18 Kazuya and I went – alone – to Mt. Takao, for
nd
the 22 time. In early spring is when we find lots of interesting
flowers there. The one below – is one we are always particularly
searching for in the early spring – a very tiny flower, growing only
on damp and wet rock outcrops and places like that. The flowers
are about 5 or 6 mm across (¼ inch). This is Chrysosplenium album var. stamineum.

On March 19th the DVD Shelf – Phase #1 – was finished and I
took pictures of it and made the pictures into a single collage. I
would love to insert that picture, but it’s large and you can find it on
the website. I probably WILL insert the picture of it after Phase #2
is finished.
th
On March 25 Kazuya, his mother and I went to Takao Science Garden to check out mountain spring flowers and the mountain cherry blossoms. We had some fair success in finding several
species of violets and also some good cherry blossoms.

The violet above is a Viola phalacrocarpa. This very same
photo was featured as a full size PDF file on the website for March
Photos. It can even be found on the front page of the website - under the “Various special items from Calendar Year 2006” down at
the bottom of the page.

The picture just above is Kazuya standing in front of a beautiful cherry tree at Takao Science Garden.
When I officially ended my full-time contract for my company
and started working on the part-time contract my leave policy
changed, so I had to use up all of my accumulated vacation time. I
was, therefore, “officially” a full-time employee until my leave was
st
used up. My vacation started on March 31 and my next class was
th
not until April 27 , when my new “part-time” contract started.
Anyway, that’s it for March except for one more thing – on
st
March 31 my Journal indicates that I finished assembling Phase
#2 of the DVD Shelf. Now I had to apply the finish and wait for arrival of 6 foot piano hinges was all.
²
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On April 14th we went to Nogawa Park again to see what new
flowers had come out since the last time we went there. We found
April Happenings
some really beautiful Viola mandshurica flowers in a new color.
st
On April 1 the DVD shelf was looking quite pretty and I ap- That picture is in the previous column – we had never seen purplest
veined white flowered ones, but we checked the book and discovplied the 1 of 4 coats of Urethane.
st
On April 1 Kazuya and I took a walk to the University near our ered that Mandshurican Violet comes in many colors.
The other thing we found were some really nice cherry bloshouse and found some fantastic Morel Mushrooms – huge ones too,
soms (one picture below).
the bowl you see in the picture is about 8 or 9 inches in diameter!

YUMMY!!!
On April 3rd we went to Nogawa Park and found some beautiful Gentiana zollingeri flowers there – see one picture below.
On April 15th I assembled the DVD shelf and I’ll insert a small
picture of it here. If you have not yet looked at this picture in it’s full
glorious size then I encourage you to visit this link.
http://www.geocities.com/danwiz47/Dec2005DVDCollection/Apr06DVDCollection.html.
There is a large size photo of it there. Please note that the dimensions of the shelf are given on the picture – I can’t believe how
many people asked me “what are the dimensions?” after I sent
them this picture by e-mail.

th

On April 6 my 6 foot piano hinges arrived for the DVD Shelf
and I also started working on the base for the whole thing.
Please remember that I am not working at all now due to having to use up all of my vacation time before I start on my part-time
contract for my company. It’s unfortunate that Kazuya has to work
every day, so can’t really go and do very much.
th
On April 13 the DVD Shelf and the Base were both finished
and the only thing left was to assemble everything.
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The picture below is a shot of the 3 summits from the trail.
The picture immediately below the one of the new DVD Shelf
nd
is a shot of wild Mountain Cherry Trees. On April 22 I went to Mt.
Takao and then hiked to I-Ccho-Daira and camped there in my new
one man tent. Seeing as Kazuya was going to be working most
every weekend into the foreseeable future, I went ahead and
bought a one-man tent so that I didn’t have to carry the 2-man tent
when I wanted to get out of the city for a weekend. My Journal reminds me that “I am planning to go to I-Ccho-Daira and camp out
there tomorrow night – I have to do at least one thing during my vacation”.
Near the end of April, seeing as I was kind of in a “building”
mode, I bought some lumber and made a nice plant shelf for the
porch. We already had a small one, but this one was 6 feet long –
constructed mostly of cedar.
I was also getting feelers from my company about starting a
new “full-time” contract working for ANA (All Nippon Airways) as a
Pilot interviewer and evaluator for the ICAO (International Civil
Aviation Organization) certification program. ICAO is a part of the
UN and established an international rule that, as of March 5th, 2008,
all pilots who fly internationally must pass an English interview and
listening test if they want to continue to fly internationally. I interth
viewed for ANA on April 28 .
The next picture is the main summit. If you look carefully you
th
On April 29 Kazuya and I went out to Okutama for the day can see a couple of people standing up there. I took this shot from
and hiked the old abandoned road. We found a violet which we the hut – where I bought a can of beer to drink later on in the evehad never seen before, it’s originally from China and Siberia, but ning.
was introduced into Japan a long time ago and has become a “wild”
violet. The name is Viola variegata var. variegata – in English it’s
Cyclamen Leafed Violet – from the picture below you can see why.

The next shot is near sunset (4:01 PM) of Mt. Fuji from the
main summit. You can see the hut down there and you can also
see that clouds are starting to roll in and obscure the view of Mt.
Fuji.

And that’s all for April.

²

May Happenings
Seeing as I was now working only part-time (still), I had lots of
free time. On May 3rd I climbed Mt. Mitsutouge by myself. Kazuya
and I climbed that mountain together back in March 2004 and we
had quite a bit of snow at the summit. This year I was climbing later
in the season, and in addition I was planning to camp-out there in
the one-man tent, so I hoped there would not be any snow. Mt.
Mitsutouge (3-passes mountain) is 1,785 meters or 5,857 feet, so
it’s a respectable mountain. It’s also steeper than a cow’s face.
The hike, from Mitsutouge train station to the summit, took me
about 5 hours. I spent some time on the mountain summit looking
around and enjoying the scenery and then I hiked around the area
looking for a decent spot to set-up the tent. I found an acceptable
spot and got it set-up and then hiked to all 3 summits and finally
back to the main summit for the sunset. I also cooked my supper
on the summit and ate there. I left the summit at about 6:45 PM
and went back to my tent spot, where I drank my beer, ate my beer
snack and then went to bed.

It got cloudy by total sunset time and then the fog (or clouds)
came in and covered everything. I got up at 4:30 AM the next
morning with every hope of catching a beautiful sunrise. As you will
see on the next page though, it was not so great. In fact it was
some time before the sun appeared through the clouds. All of the
people who stayed in the hut were standing there waiting and waiting, but they had to return to the hut at 5:30 AM (or something like
that) for breakfast. This picture was 5:40 AM.
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th

on May 17 . It was a long way from home, would extend until
March 31, 2008, longest hours I’ve ever worked since I’ve been in
Japan – from 10:00 AM – 6:30 PM. Unfortunately the pay would
also be the lowest I’ve received since I’ve been here and in addition,
the travel time per day would be the worst since I’ve been in Japan!
Gee, as I write all of these negative things about this job I wonder
why I am working here. Well, it’s been going since May now, so
that makes it 6 months. The work load is the lightest I’ve ever had
in Japan, I mean the ACTUAL WORK! For example – I am writing
this at work.
And that’s it for May.
²

June Happenings
Not a whole heck of a lot happened in June. I was now working 5 days a week, no teaching, longest hours ever (in Japan), tired
on weekends, Kazuya working on weekends, etc.
On June 2nd Kazuya had off, but I had to work, so he went to
Mt. Takao to check and see if the Dendrobium moniliforme orchids
were in bloom yet. Those are the orchids which grow very high up
On the way down I saw a mountain goat, an absolutely amaz- in the oldest Cedar Trees – the ones which I built the “caming sight in Japan! I have no excellent pictures to insert here, but era/tripod/binoculars” contraption for last year. If you need to rethe best photo is on the website under May’s Photos!
fresh your memory, please see June 2005’s webpage, page 1, row
One more picture from the descent – a huge bee’s nest!
2. Kazuya didn’t want to try using that contraption, so he just reported back to me that they were out and I went on Sunday, June
th
4 with the contraption.
Kazuya also reported to me that he found another kind of orchid – Cremastra appendiculata – see picture below.

On May 8th & 9th (Monday & Tuesday) Kazuya had a couple of
consecutive days off work so we went to Yamanaka Lake and
stayed at Marimo Pension, a pension where we have stayed several times in the past. They built a brand new pension and it’s on
the opposite side of the lake. It’s much nicer than the old one and
the food is equally as superb as it has always been, but the location
is not as nice – aesthetically speaking. Anyway, it was somewhat
cloudy for our stay there and we never had very good views of Mt.
Fuji. The most interesting picture is this one below – taken by Kazuya.

The Dendrobium moniliforme photos are below, not enough
room remains on this page. So, in this little space which is left on
this page I’ll tell you about other things which were done in June.
On June 17th it was the first HOT day of the season, it was up
to 34° C today (94° F) and I had to get out the good old Big Bertha
Fan which I have. That started the “HOT” season for us here in Japan. Before that time it had been livable, but without air conditioning 94° F is uncomfortable.
And that’s just about everything worthy of mention which was
accomplished during June. Unfortunately there are still 6 lines on
this page which I have to fill, so what to say? We watch lots of
DVDs in our free time. To me Japanese TV is pretty much incomprehensible and also pretty boring – most programs feature either
cooking or else eating. I’m beginning to understand why more and
th
On May 12 I received news that I had been selected for one more people here are becoming quite obese – they see all of this
of the positions working for the ICAO program for ANA. So, it’s great looking food on TV and head for the kitchen for some snack
back to being a ”full-time” employee again! The new work started or other!
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less motivated to continue doing your job. And, that was certainly
what he did to me – made me SO MUCH LESS MOTIVATED to do
my job that I quit! Anyway, seeing as he seemed like he was genuinely sorry I agreed to stick it out – at least for the foreseeable future. Have to wait and see what happens next.
And that’s it for July.
²

August Happenings
Well, August was a bit better than July for activities and pictures. On August 5th I went to Mt. Mitake, the place where we always go near the first part of August to take pictures of Rengeshouma. There were not a LOT of them yet in bloom, but enough,
and enough other flowers so that by the time I got home I had 170
pictures from this trip!

This first picture (above) is from the Observation Deck at the
airport where we work. It’s not hard to get there from our office, but
it is difficult to get back to our office, have to go through too many
security doors – keycode type ones, where you have to punch in a
number for the door to open. Problem is that they change the keycode about every month and they never bother to tell us. Anyway,
Above, you can find the 2 photos I am including from that June beautiful view from the observation deck, eh!
th
4 orchid adventure. The top one is just to give you an idea of how
they occur, while the second one is to show you some variety. If
you want to see this picture in it’s full size glory please go to the
website and click on the June 2006’s photos link and then click on
the link in the left hand column for the PDF file.
And that’s all for June.
²

July Happenings
Well, it looks like not much at all happened during July. I just
checked the website for July’s best photos and there is nothing at
all which I want to include here. Let me go through my Journal and
see if there is anything at all even worth mentioning.
On July 3rd we moved to our permanent office at Haneda Airport. Until that time we had been working at the ANA Training facility – the airport is even further from home than the training center is!
The only positive factor about it is that the walk from the train station to the office is shorter at the airport. Another negative factor
The picture above is a collage of the famous Mitake Rengeabout the airport, however, is that from the time I enter my train stath
tion at about 7:45 AM, until I walk out of that station at about 7:45 shouma, taken on August 5 . By the way, this is an endangered
PM I am not outdoors at all. Thankfully, we do have big windows at species.
our office, so at least we can see the outdoors and know if the
weather is rainy or nice! If you look at the website and click on the
July photos you can see the view from our office.
By the way, I have not yet mentioned that 4 of us were hired
for this same position – interviewer/evaluator of pilots. At this writing (November 14th) one person has already quit. I myself resigned
out of anger, but then the manager who pissed me off finally realized what he did, apologized profusely and I agreed to stick with it.
He was guilty of “power harassment” and when I told my company
about it they talked to the manager and he saw the error of his ways.
You’re probably asking yourself what “power harassment” is at this
point – I guess it’s quite common in Japan and there have been
several court cases where the employee has won. Basically power
harassment is anything a manager says to you which makes you
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The picture above is a nice grass roofed house on Mt. Mitake.
If you look very carefully you can see that there are mountain lilies
in bloom growing on the roof.
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September Happenings
September was a pretty good month as far as activity and adventure went. Seeing as Kazuya was no longer working, we found
a weekend to go and do something.
On the first weekend of the month we went to Mitake and visited the Sawanoi Saké Brewery store – drank a couple cups of
Saké each and then hiked along the beautiful Upper Tama River.
There were no exceptional pictures from that weekend, but we had
a good time anyway.
th
On September 9 I got my very first cell phone! If you want to
call me my number is +81-080-3150-7130. If you want to e-mail me
(not
a
long
e-mail
please)
the
address
is
danwiz47outdoors@t.vodafone.ne.jp. Whooooo! I now have a cell
phone!!!
th
th
On Sunday, September 10 we climbed Mt. Takao, for the 25
time. We didn’t find any new flowers, but it was a beautiful day and
we were able to see Mt. Fuji quite clearly from the summit.
th
nd
On September 16 we took a bus to Kusatsu – it was our 2
trip there. For a reminder of the first trip please see Pages 2 and 3
of photos from April 2005. The first time we went there and hiked in
the mountains everything was under several feet of snow, this time
we had a snow free time and were actually able to do some relatively serious hiking. The first picture, below, is in the center of Kusatsu town. The name of the place is Yubatake – it’s a very huge
hot spring – no bathing here, the water is near boiling temperature.

This picture above is an unknown flower. It was taken on Mt.
Mitake on August 5th, it was a flower growing among the Rengeshouma plants.
th
The Tokyo Lesbian and Gay Parade was held on August 12 .
Kazuya and I walked in it and had a good time. Unfortunately there
are no good pictures to insert as it was a rainy and cloudy day. It
was cold enough so that people were not walking around scantily
clad (unfortunately). The few pictures that we took can be seen on
the website under August’s photos.
th
Kazuya’s final day of work at his restaurant was August 13 ,
he worked there from October last year until now, so about 10
months at this job at the Wildcat Restaurant. In some ways I can’t
believe that he stuck it out for so long – considering that he was
gone from home about 16 hours a day, but in some other ways I
can’t believe that he quit because that was the kind of work he
wanted to do. I don’t know! Japan is weird – any restaurant in the
Western World would hire 2 shifts of people for this kind of work,
but not here in Japan – just give the poor suckers an hour break between lunch and supper and let them keep working until midnight!
In August I had kind of a brain fart of some kind, which was
rather scary, so Kazuya and I went to the hospital on August 19th
and discussed my condition with the doctor and he recommended a
brain type MRI. I was also having some other minor problems
which I interpreted as warning signs of colon cancer. So, I was
th
scheduled for an MRI on August 26 and for a colonoscopy on Sepst
tember 1 . By the way, when it was all said and done I was (am)
okay in both brain and colon!
nd
rd
On August 22 and 23 we had a government test to officially
certify us to be interviewers and evaluators for the ICAO program.
We didn’t get the results for some weeks, but we all passed.
Oh, as part of this job, one of us generally has to go to Osaka
once a week, so we take turns doing that. It’s about a 1 hour flight
from our airport to Osaka and then we do interviews at the Osaka
Office of ANA, bring the voice samples back to Tokyo and evaluate
them here. We use very high quality IC Recorders to record all interviews and ultimately every interview is saved to a CD (many on a
single CD) for future reference (just in case).
Monday the 28th was my birthday! I’m now 59 years old. Dang,
only one more year and I’ll be 60 and should certainly qualify for
some kind of discounts on SOMETHING! On to September!
²

We stayed overnight in a Youth Hostel and on the 17th we
went, via a local bus, to Mt. Shirane Caldera Lake – an amazingly
colored lake. Too bad that the walking area is totally fenced in and
you can only walk in the “approved” area, but from the number of
people that were there I can understand that the area would be severely impacted very quickly if people were allowed to go wherever
they wanted to.

After we took several pictures of the Lake some clouds moved
in and totally blocked the view of it, but then – a few moments later
it was clear again, most amazing.
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The trail you can see in that previous photo is the one where
From there we hiked for a few hours to Mt. Moto Shirane
(2,171 meters = 7,123 feet). On the hike there we saw our first fall we came from, and the scree slope in the photo is the one where
we found the Dicentra peregrina growing.
colors – see picture below.
We stayed in the Youth Hostel for that night too. We got up
the next morning and it was raining pretty hard. We ate our breakfast and then went to a Hot Spring and then to the Bus Station and
bought a return ticket and then to another Hot Spring for another
soak (there are something like 18 free Hot Springs in Kusatsu) and
then ate lunch and back to the Bus Station for our bus home. Due
to traffic jams we didn’t get home until about 4:30 PM.
On September 24th we again went to Mt. Takao – for the 26th
time! Can you believe how often we go there? We always enjoy
ourselves though, it’s only 599 meters (1,965 feet), so it’s an easy
hike and there are at least ½ dozen different trails to attain the
summit and an equal number to descend, so in different seasons
there are always different things to see.
And that’s it for September.
²

October Happenings

We also found a brand new plant, it is a common scree slope
plant of high altitudes, but considering how late in the season it was,
we were most fortunate to find it in bloom. There were hundreds of
the plants, but dang few of them were blooming, so we were even
more fortunate to find one close enough to the roped off trail to be
able to get the below picture. By the way, the name if this plant is
Dicentra peregrina. In this shot you can also see the kind of unfriendly place where it grows.

Well, in October there was one amazingly incredible adventh
ture! On October 7 Kazuya and I took a highway bus to Komagane and from there we took a local bus to a ropeway, or gondola
car station. From there we took the gondola to the top and then
hiked for a few hours to the summit hut of Mt. Kiso-Komagatake. At
2,956 meters (= 9,698 feet) it’s the highest mountain we have
climbed together and the highest mountain I have climbed in Japan.
By the time we rode the buses and then the ropeway we finally
got started hiking at about 1:30 PM. An intense low pressure system was moving in to the area and the picture below shows what
the weather looked like just ½ hour or so after we started hiking.

That is Kazuya up there in front of me. We hiked for a few
hours and got to the summit hut, where we had reservations. The
winds were gale force, it was raining and the temperature was
dropping quickly, so we did not venture outside the hut again that
day.

As we continued the hike we walked AROUND this amazing
waterless caldera and wondered why it had no water – apparently it
must have a hole somewhere in the bottom.

The rain and wind continued unabated all night, and at some
point the temperature dropped below freezing. The hut was overfull – what could they do with people who had no reservations, send
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them out into the cold and let them freeze to death? I don’t think so.
A total of 9 people died on various Japanese Alps Mountains over
that weekend due to the weather. So, the picture above shows
what Kazuya’s camera recorded the next morning. I can’t believe
that people were actually sleeping out in tents!
We ventured outside to find the thermometer sitting on minus
5° C (23° F). The winds were still gale force – EVERYTHING was
coated with ice, it was slippery and with the gale force winds blowing it was dang dangerous!

2006 Reporter
The pictures are not capable of showing how windy it was, but
believe me when I say that the winds were gale force. That made
the chill factor something which I don’t really want to think about.
Kazuya and I were ill-prepared for that kind of weather, but there
was no alternative – we were already there, so we had to go down!
The picture just before this shows me on the trail going down. You
can’t really see that I don’t even have gloves and you can’t see the
wind, but the wind is the reason I am gripping the rope so tightly.
The winds were just whipping down this valley. Up on the ridge in
the upper left you can see people actually ascending – they were
better prepared than we were. Actually, the smartest people we
saw on our descent was a group which was climbing and got to a
spot where they were also experiencing the incredible weather
which they were also ill-prepared for and they decided to turn
around and go back. As I said – the smartest group of people we
encountered all day!

When we got back down near the place where the top of the
ropeway was the weather started to improve somewhat. In the picture above you can appreciate the area where we were climbing in.
And, by the way, all of the white you see above us is ice.

This picture (above) shows that it was still cloudy as we descended, it also shows very well how ice-coated everything was.

The above picture shows the series of switchbacks that the
trail traverses and also shows the ruggedness of the country. This
was the very first moment that we were able to see the trail through
the switchback area. By the way, all of those little red, blue and orange dots are people. There is a full size PDF image of this photo
on the website under the photos for October. It can also be accessed from the front page at the bottom – it is under “Various special items from Calendar Year 2006”.
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The previous photo in the left hand column, also taken from
Just above is a map of the mountain. We ascended to the
2,956 meter peak and you can see the little hut just below the near the top of the ropeway, shows some nice fall colors and in the
summit. You can also see the top of the ropeway and you can dis- foreground you can see how, even at this elevation, the branches
were all ice-coated.
tinguish the trail (red line) and the switchback area of the trail.

And, this photo (above) shows the shadow of the gondola car
The above photo was taken from near the top of the ropeway
as the clouds continued to blow around and come and go. Amaz- as we descended via the ropeway. Also note 2 waterfalls.
ing colors, eh!
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This final photo (above) shows the mountain on the following
day from near the Youth Hostel where we stayed. You can actually
see the upper ropeway station if you know where to look (on the left
side of the kind of plateau area WAY high up on the mountain. By
the way, the ropeway climbs from somewhat below 1,730 meters up
to 2,612 meters (5,676 feet up to 8,569 feet). There were some
300 photos taken on this “incredible adventure” by Kazuya and I, in
total. I have included 11 of them here. If you visit the website you
can find 90 photos taken this 3 day weekend.
Anything else done in October pales in comparison to this adventure.
Oh, one important thing which happened, totally unrelated to
outdoor adventures at all. My computer (bought back in February
2001) died. Well, it didn’t actually die – just the LCD monitor (laptop computer) stopped working. I was still able to plug the computer into the TV and use it that way, but it’s NOT a pleasure to try
and use the computer when plugged into the TV. I ordered a new
computer (customized) through Sony’s website on September 12th
and had it sent to a friend’s house in Oregon and he forwarded it on
th
to me. I received it on October 10 . I spent the next few evenings
getting my software installed and getting the settings personalized,
partitioning the 160 GB Hard Drive into more “Drives” and so on. It
th
was actually October 14 (Saturday) before everything was set up
to my satisfaction and that was the first day I started really using it
for anything more than e-mail and web surfing.
It’s quite the computer – another laptop, of course, 160 Gigabyte Hard Drive, 2 MHz Intel Dual Core 2 Processor, 2 GB of RAM,
Windows XP Professional OS and so on! An amazing machine –
I’m VERY happy with it.
nd
On October 22 Kazuya and I went out to Okutama, kind of
hoping to find some nice fall colors – at least on the higher slopes.
We hiked the old road again (see April), but although we had a
good hike, we did not take many pictures, nothing spectacular at all
yet.
th
st
On October 30 and 31 I had to go to Osaka for Pilot Interviews and Evaluations. I had to stay overnight in a hotel. Of
course for these trips, the company picks up all of the bills except
our meals, and they give us a very small allowance to take care of
those. Rather ridiculous actually – supposed to eat a few snacks I
guess. It’s not like a Western country, where one would get a nice
per-diem rate. Here, they rationalize it by saying that “you’d have to
eat if you stayed at home, so why should we pay for all of the cost
of meals?” Amazing, eh! Ever heard of such an attitude?
And that’s all there is to say about October.
²

Another interesting thing was that on both days it was clear
and bright on the mountain in the morning, but that it was cloudy by
noon or so. So, even as we stopped on the 2nd peak – Mt. Nanatsu-Ishi – on the way down (at 9:45 AM) clouds were starting to
move in, and at times surround us!

Okay, above you can see Mt. Fuji from the summit of Mt. Kumotori. The time here is 6:28 AM

November Happenings
Well, November saw quite a bit of activity. Seems that we
went somewhere every weekend of the month.
On November 4th we climbed Mt. Kumotori (2,017 meters =
6,620 feet). It’s a very long hike from the trailhead to the summit of
that mountain, so we always camp-out when we climb Mt. Kumotori.
The first time we ever climbed it we saw the most incredible sunset
of our lives, so we are always hoping for a repeat of that event.
Anyway, after about 5 hours and 40 minutes we attained the spot
where we usually set up our tent – about 5 minutes below the
summit. There is a nice flat spot there behind a rock outcrop, so
the tent cannot be seen from the summit hut. We had already been
hiking in clouds for more than an hour, so we pretty much knew we
would not see a great sunset. But, we set up the tent and then
hiked up to the summit, just in case! No sun to be seen – none at
all. So, after we got cold we went back to the tent and we didn’t
even eat supper we were so tired, we just went to sleep. When we
got up in the night to pee we saw stars and the full moon, so we
hoped for a good sunrise.
When we got up, at 5:15 AM, it was 0° C and clear! We went
up to the summit again for the 6:06 AM sunrise. Unfortunately it
was not a particularly spectacular sunrise, but it was nice. You can
find one picture, showing a pinkish Mt. Fuji, in the next column. We
went back to our tent spot and cooked breakfast, drank coffee and
so on and then broke camp and finally left there at about 8:25 AM.
An interesting aspect of this climb was that at the bottom of
the mountain everything was still green – like early fall. After 3
hours of ascent everything was kind of peak fall colors and then, after another hour or so everything was like very late fall and there
were not even many leaves left. So, we got to experience the same
phenomena on the descent.

Just above you can see some nice silvered-out snags against
a beautiful blue sky. There is one more picture taken on the descent, but it won’t fit on this page, so you can find it on the following
page. It is a beautiful fall color shot – some amazing yellows. I
saved it in RAW format with my camera and when I processed the
RAW image, I increased the saturation and also upped the color
temperature. It was not really that yellow. Amazing the tricks you
can pull with RAW images.
After we got back to the trailhead we had over an hour to wait
for the next bus, so we hitchhiked back to Okutama Town. We had
to wait around 20 minutes for a ride, but we did get there much
quicker than we would have done by bus.
Once back in Okutama, we went to the Hot Spring there and
soaked for a while to relax our sore and tired muscles before we
headed home on the train. A good weekend!
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screen mode. If we had known that they were going to end up looking like they did, we probably would have taken several more shots
as the sun continued to settle down.

On November 12th we went out to Mitake – that’s the place
where we have photographed the yellow leaved Ginkgo Tree with
the red leaved Maple Trees in the foreground. Either we were too
early in the season or else the leaves were just not very well colored this year, not sure which. Anyway, I am not including any pictures from that weekend here.
th
th
On November 18 we climbed Mt. Takao, for the 27 time. It
was amazing. We had NEVER seen so many people getting off the
train and walking up the road from the train station to the start of the
various trails. Fortunately, we chose to take one of the more difficult trails (not to us, but it’s dirt, rock and mud vs. some of the
paved trails) and we only had to pass a few groups of people. But,
when we got to the summit we could not believe what we saw – it
looked like downtown – it was a bit difficult to find a place to sit
down to eat our lunch which we took with us. Fortunately we know
where to go to more or less escape from the crowds. I have no pictures to insert from that weekend either.
On November 25th we went to Jindai Botanical Garden, that’s
the one which is about a 15 minute bicycle ride from our house.
We didn’t know what to expect to find there, but we found some
pretty good fall color.

The picture just above is in the Jindai Botanical Garden Maple
Garden – some very nice yellows and reds. We didn’t get there until a bit after noon, so the light was already past prime and it was
fairly difficult to find a great spot to get any spectacular pictures. In
the next column you can find one more – a kind of close-up of some
pretty nice colored Maple leaves. You can find a few more pictures
on the website for November. I think I posted 8 pictures from the
visit to Jindai Botanical Garden.
We also found the most amazing reflections in the pond. We
just about didn’t notice them – behind the pond are some bald cypress trees, and they were more brownish colored than anything
else, but Kazuya noticed a place right beside the pond where he
could see a nice reflection. When we took pictures in the water the
plain old brown bald cypress trees ended up golden and the reflection was amazing – we could hardly believe our eyes when we
looked at the pictures later in the evening on the computer in full

Can you believe that reflection? Seeing as Kazuya discovered
this spot I used one of his pictures above.
On November 26th we went out to Tsuru-Tsuru Hot Spring.
That takes us about a 50 minute train ride and then a 20 minute bus
ride. On the way to the Hot Spring we got off the bus and also went
to White Rock Waterfall. The waterfall itself is nothing spectacular,
but we were in search of a good bunch of winterberries. Last year
we went too late for the good ones. This year we were just about
right on time – somebody or something had beaten us to some of
them, but there were quite a good bunch which we were able to find.
They are a rather scarce berry, so you can’t really eat them. Kazuya makes a kind of a sauce with them and then we use them on
ice cream. When I say that we got a good bunch of them, it was
still less than a cup of cleaned berries. We were very pleased with
our find though. After the berry hunting and picking, we continued
up the road to the Hot Spring and spent about 3 hours there and
that’s just about it for November. Today is November 28th, so I
guess I have to stop for a month!
²
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December Happenings
th

Well, today is December 18 and it has been a pretty uneventful month up until now. Not much to comment on. On Saturday
nd
rd
and Sunday the 2 and 3 I had a bad cold and so we stayed
home and I prepared the 2007 Calendars for the 23 people who
asked to receive them a few years ago when I asked who still
wanted to receive them. Those wallet sized calendars are all cut
out by hand with standard scissors, so that took Kazuya and I an
hour or so to cut all of those out.
The second weekend of the month Kazuya had to work – he
has gone back to work for that private art gallery where he was
working a couple of years ago and his hours are very irregular, as
are his days of work. Never know what time he will be home or if it
will be an evening when supper is prepared for me or whether I will
have to prepare it myself. His boss can’t even tell Kazuya 2 hours
before he will be allowed to leave. Personally I would not work under such conditions, if I have a job I want to know when I am going
to be able to leave so that I can e-mail or call home and let somebody know what time to expect me.
On December 12th I made my one day monthly trip to Osaka
for interviews and evaluations. When I have to go there I need to
wake up at 4:30 AM. I hate that. There is no overtime pay or anything for those Osaka trips, not even a thank you from management,
just a normal Japanese kick in the ass to show appreciation. God, I
love working in this country sometimes. So, get up an hour early,
spend 1.5 – 2 hours in travel on the trains, then another 50 minutes
on a plane, do 5 interviews and 5 evaluations and then reverse the
procedure and get home at normal time. It makes for a very long
and stressful day. It’s a bummer when that day occurs early in the
week, because then the week seems like it drags on forever.
On Saturday the 16th Kazuya and I went to Mt. Takao for the
th
28 time! Several trails were closed because they are doing a
commercial forest thinning operation. The amazing thing about it is
that they are helicopter yarding.

Above you can find one picture of the yarding operation. A
really amazing thing about this is that the turn-around time – the
time between when the helicopter left with a load and the time he
returned – was only about 1 minute and 15 seconds, so the log
landing must be VERY CLOSE by.

On the 17th we went to the Chofu City Market in search of our
annual Christmas Ham, but unfortunately the market was closed.
Chofu Market is the only place we have ever found to buy good
hams. They have the famous ones from virtually all over the world,
but only at this time of the year. You can taste some nice size free
sample slices of most all of them, so you can make a very educated
decision before buying. We checked the calendar which they had
posted on the wall, and they will be open next Sunday, which just
happens to be the day before Christmas – so we already have a
plan for next Sunday!
And that brings us through today.
Today is Christmas Day and I am at work! Kazuya and I celebrated Christmas yesterday and he made a beautiful (and delicious)
Yule Log.

Isn’t that special? The “moss” hanging from the branch is
chocolate! In the morning on the day before Christmas we went to
Chofu Public Market and bought some special things – including
not 1, but 2 hams. So, we cut some slices off from each of them
and cooked some of both kinds for our Christmas Eve Dinner. We
also had some baked sweet potatoes, cooked carrots, rice and a
very beautiful salad. It was a special dinner for both of us.

16

2006 Reporter

You’ve got to try and understand that ham is not a very popular meat in Japan. That Chofu Public Market has one meat store
which gets a bunch of them imported for the end of the year Holiday Season. They have German Black Forest Hams, Virginia Hams,
and some specially made Japanese Hams. This year we went quite late in the season, so although the choice was rather limited, we
were able to get very high quality Japanese made hams.
For my Christmas present Kazuya got me a very nice Eddie Bauer wrinkle resistant shirt for work. That was something I can use, I
have had to throw away a couple of shirts recently – even Eddie Bauer shirts tend to wear out after about 10 years or so. It was a present which I had hinted that I would like.
Kazuya had been hinting for a couple of months that we needed a new fry pan and a new sauce pan – we had been using Teflon
ones and they were both down to bare aluminum. So, on Friday evening after work I stopped in at a rather exclusive store and bought
a new high grade fry pan and saucepan. I had wanted to get him Calphalon, but this store did not have that brand. Oh well, maybe
next time. Too bad I didn’t think of this some time sooner – Amazon.com is having a great Calphalon sale!
And, that’s about it for this year. I have to work until and including December 28th and then I have New Year’s Holidays from Deth
th
th
th
cember 29 until January 4 . I am using a vacation day on January 5 and then January 8 is also a National Holiday, so I’ll have a total of 11 days off from work and only have to use 1 day of vacation time.
th
On January 30 Kazuya and I will go to his home town in Yamagata Prefecture and I’ll stay there with him for a few days and then
th
return home and do some house cleaning and the like and he will return on January 5 or so.
And, it seems like that is all there is to say for this year. What shall I do with this extra space? I remember that last year I filled it
with one or 2 of what I considered to be the best pictures of the year, so I guess I’ll do that again this year. Now, I only have to pick out
the best 1 or 2 pictures of the year.

And, the best of the year has now been selected. It’s one from
November, obviously a fall color shot. It’s the center picture on
Page 2, Row 10 of November’s Web Pages and also on Page 14 of
this letter. It was taken at Jindai Botanical Garden on November
25th. Jindai Botanical Garden is the one which is within bicycling
distance of our house.
Now I still have room for one more small picture – just to the
right of this text, oh dear!
Okay, found one – another Snow Monster one from Mt. Zao –
in January. And that’s it for this year.
Until next year – Peace, Joy, Love and Happiness!
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Well, this year
th
it’s November 19
when I am writing
these first words of
th
the 13 Volume of
this Annual Letter. I know that I have said it before,
th
but it still amazes me that this is the 13 year
Where??
?
of this same basic format! The arrow sign
Been There!
image, the backgrounds, the headers and
so on remain the same for another year. I have
changed the page border this year though. I
G oing T here
have all of the previous issues saved in a
?
PDF file, just in case you’d like to see them
all from the previous years! In fact, the
composite PDF file, including all letters from 2002
through this one, are now on the website and you
can download the entire “book if you want to do so.
Once again, I’m going to tell the story of the year
with pictures as much as I possibly can and then I’ll
create a PDF file and put it on the website, where
you can download it at your convenience. If you
prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but before asking me to do so please
ensure that you have a sufficient space allocation to be able to receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so when you print this on your
printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader and Letter Size Paper be sure
that the “Fit to Page” box is checked. Okay? Okay! Let’s get
started!
²

2007 Draws
to a Close!

January Happenings
Well, I was alone on January 1st as Kazuya went to his hometown and I chose not to go along with him. I didn’t go to Jindai
Temple to see in the New Year, I decided I didn’t need to this year.
st
I did, however, go on the 1 during the day.
th
th
Kazuya returned on January 4 and on the 5 we climbed Mt.
Takao in search of frost flowers. We were kind of disappointed –
they were not as good as they were last year – you can see the
best picture below.

Then, on Saturday, the 6th, we went to Yamanaka Lake and
stayed at the Marimo Pension again. I don’t even know how many
times we’ve been there, but it’s a special place for us and we always enjoy it immensely. It rained the first afternoon we were there,
which wasn’t very nice, but we spent a few hours at a nice local Hot
Spring and didn’t notice the rain there.
The next morning dawned bright, windy and cold. Below is
one picture from the shore of Yamanaka Lake – look at that wind on
Mt. Fuji.

On the 9th I had to return to work after the New Year Holidays.
What can I say? I don’t enjoy my job very much.
th
On January 12 one of my co-workers’ mother had a stroke in
Australia. He initially said he was going to quit, but when it was all
said and done the stroke was not as severe as he thought and he
only had to be gone for a month.
th
On the 16 I signed up for my own domain – most of you know
it and have visited it; http://danwiz.com. Took me about 3 weeks or
so of using all of my free time to get it set up and basically the same
as the old site. The biggest reason I signed up for my own domain
was the increased space allocation. It was time for me to start deleting stuff from my $4.95/month site – I was out of space. The
domain is only $8.95/month and it will take me several more years
to fill my allocated space – at this time I am using about 16.5% of
what they give me.
st
On January 21 we went to Nogawa Park and even that early
in the season we found the very first Shibateranthis pinnatifida
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flowers – the earliest we’ve ever found them. It was a rather amazingly warm winter, so that’s probably why (photo above).
th
On the 27 we went on a tour of the Suntory beer brewery kind of
near our house. I mean, if you consider about a 20 minute walk,
then a 20 minute train ride and then another 20 minute walk “near”
our house. It was interesting and educational and they give you
free beer at the end – up to 3 glasses. The nice thing is that it’s a
dang good Premium beer! But, once we tasted it we have been
buying it every since, but the only time we drink it is one can each
on Friday evenings – it’s NOT cheap!
And that’s it for January.
²

February Happenings
In February we went out to the Mt. Kawanori trail and hiked up
to the big waterfall on that trail. On the way we saw a Japanese
Serow – a really amazing thing to see. It is considered a “goatantelope” according to Wikipedia. It was just a little ways below the
trail so we got some very good views and some very decent photos
of it too. I had seen one of these critters once before when I
climbed Mt. Mitsutouge in May, 2006, but Kazuya and I had never
seen one together. See the picture below.

Then we eventually got to the big waterfall – Hyakuhiro Waterfall. We have seen that waterfall before, in the summer, but this
time it was winter and it was just after a particularly cold spell, so
we were hoping for some good ice formations. You can find that
picture in the next column. It was cold with that spray of water going on. We found a sunny spot and ate our lunch there and then we
headed back down.
On February 10th we went to Nogawa Park, the park close to
our house, and we went into the wild plants area and found a skunk
cabbage – very beautiful (picture in next column).
th
On the 11 we went to a new place – somewhere we’d never
gone before. It’s an area which is famous for waterfalls and not too
far from home – only 2 hours or so! I inserted one picture in the
next column – it’s a waterfall which we ended up not going to until
during vacation, but the nice thing about this picture is that it shows
this beautiful mountain valley. Doesn’t it look pleasant and peaceful? And it’s surrounded by peaks on 3 sides – reminds me of a favorite canyon near Toketee Falls, Oregon way back in the days
when I lived there.
th
On the 17 we went to Bubaigawara in search of the first plum
blossoms. They were not yet at their peak, but there were some
pretty nice ones. I have found just one picture which I want to insert from that trip. Unfortunately the next column is already full so
you’ll have to go to page 3 to find the plum bud photo from February.
And that’s all the photos I’m going to include from February.
th
On the 25 we went to Yokohama Chinatown, but I failed to be very
impressed by the place, no nifty little shops which one finds in USA
Chinatowns, just mostly expensive restaurants. Weird.
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Just above you can see a Chrysosplenium album var. stamineum shot – these flowers are about ¼ inch in diameter. They
are one of the first spring flowers on wet rocks.

And that end’s February.

²

March Happenings
In March spring really started to come on in force. On the 3rd
we went to Jindai Botanical Garden (the one near our house) and
we found some really incredible plum blossoms. I just have to insert this one picture of a very dark red plum blossom.

th

On Sunday, the 4 , we went out to Hinatawada to Yoshino
Plum Park! That was also incredible – a whole area of plum trees.
It was, however, a pretty hazy day and looking across the valley
was beautiful, but the pictures were somewhat disappointing. If you
want to see some of those pictures then I suggest you go to my
website and look at the pictures from March once again.
The following weekend we climbed Mt. Takao in search of
spring flowers and we found incredible numbers of various species
of them. It’s tough to pick out just one or two pictures from that
weekend.

Just above you see an Asarum sp. plant and flower. This shot
was taken by Kazuya – he always seems to capture the intriguing
shadows and light angles. This was also at Mt. Takao on March
12th. We actually photographed several species of Asarum on that
day – the best day we’ve ever had for finding so many species of
this plant. Note how the flowers are virtually underground – most of
the time you have to move some leaves aside to find the flowers.
We didn’t find much the following weekend, despite the fact
that we went out. But – the following weekend we found Morel
mushrooms on the ICU (International Christian University) campus,
only a few blocks from our house – we bought a couple of small
steaks and had steak and Morel Mushrooms for supper. The Magnolia also started blossoming. I’d like to stick in a Magnolia picture,
but you can see it on the website.
I had to work on the fourth Saturday of the month and I just relaxed on that Sunday, but on Monday we went out towards Takao
again and hiked on a trail which we think is “famous” for its variety
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of spring flowers. It never fails to amaze us in one way or another.
This time was no exception. Just below you can find a Trout Lily
photo (Erythronium japonicum). We found it early this year.

This picture, just above, was taken as we bicycled through the
ICU campus on the way to where we ate lunch! It shows a whole
street of blooming cherry trees, pretty amazing, eh?

And there is one more shot which I really want to include from
the final outing of the month.

The above picture is a Viola violacea taken at Akigawa Hills on
April 7th. Kazuya went out and found this violet, which was a new
one for us this spring. He found it before my vacation began, so we
went to that place again after I was on vacation. Amazing little
flower.
And the picture just below is a Viola eizanensis. This picture
th
was taken at Mt. Takao on April 10 . We actually camped out at ICcho-Daira that night – the weather was grand and the flowers
were also grand.

This final picture from March is an orchid – Cymbidium goeringii. We really found a lot of these wild orchids this year, more
than we have ever found before, and we found them in places
where we never expected to find them. We thought we knew their
habitat, but we learned more about them this spring!
And that’s what happened in March.
²

April Happenings
Well, I started a full month of paid vacation on April 7th. Kazuya was between jobs at the time so we had lots of time to go and
do stuff together. And, of course, let’s not forget that April is when
all of the spring flowers come out here!
st
On April 1 we went out for a “hanami” lunch – that means
We found SO MANY different violets during vacation. I wish I
st
cherry blossom viewing. On or about April 1 every year the cherry could make one huge collage of all of the NEW ONES we found
blossoms come out, pretty much like clockwork. We went to a park this year. We are getting much better at identifying them - espevery near our house with a picnic lunch and sat under the cherry cially Kazuya. It may be partly because our Violet book is written in
trees and enjoyed our lunch and a part bottle of Saké.
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Japanese and he can read Japanese, do you suppose?! Anyway, it
was a great violet spring for us.
th
On Aril 13 we returned to that area of waterfalls which I
showed you the picture of back in February – specifically we hiked
to the waterfall shown in the final picture on Page 2. You can see it
just below. We hiked a lot on that day – up that canyon and up
through the mountains on the right hand side of that valley shown
on Page 2. We had a great adventure.

Then things were kind of slow until April 20th when we went to
Yamanaka Lake and stayed at Marimo Pension again. It snowed
th
there on the night of the 19 , so although we hiked a long mountain
ridge trail, everything which might have been blooming was buried
under up to a foot+ of snow. It was difficult hiking and we were glad
to reach the end of the trail – with wet feet, due to the snow and
We found another new violet on that hike too – the one just below. It’s a Viola sieboldi. It’s quiet small and it was quite difficult to
photograph.
On April 15th we hiked and climbed Mt. Sougaku and Mt.
Gozen, both mountains which we have climbed before, but we went

via a totally different route to the summit of the first mountain – Mt.
Sougaku. We discovered what we are pretty sure is Viola violacea
var. makinoi at the spot where we stopped for lunch – it’s very tiny
and very beautiful. I’ll insert a picture of it in the next column.
Compare it to the Viola violacea on page 4. As you may notice, the
Viola violacea var. makinoi has leaves which really stand up and
therefore we call it the “hands up” violet. And, you can agree that
these leaves really stand up compared to the Viola violacea (non
makinoi).

6
cold bodies. We went to a hot spring first thing after descending! It
was nice to get warmed up – even though we could not get dried
out until we got checked into the Pension and got our boots off for
good for the day.
st
The next day (April 21 ) was somewhat better weather and we
hiked up a different ridge and set of mountains from the Pension.
We found some good flowers that day – the snow was melting
pretty good and the flowers were showing back up here and there.
I won’t include any of those pictures – I am getting long on violets
photos.
th
On the 26 we climbed rather local mountains and got some
great violet photos, I won’t bore you with them. We had a good
time though – more photos, more exercise and 3 more mountains
to add to the list of mountains climbed during vacation.
th
On April 28 we took a trip to Kawaguchi Lake, specifically to
search for yellow violets – something which we had not yet found.
We got up at 3:45 AM and after getting showered, packed and
lunch made we left for the train station at 5:45 AM. We arrived at
Kawaguchi Lake at around 8:40 AM and then had to wait for about
an hour for a bus to the place where we wanted to go. We got
there and walked a while and it started to rain a bit – we were worried! It stopped raining, though, and we continued hiking and were
getting the feeling that no yellow violets were to be found, when we
suddenly discovered them. And, here is one of them (below) Viola
orientalis! Is that beautiful or what?!

2007 Reporter
Misaka Pass and then up to Mt. Kurotake (1,792.7 meters = 5,882
feet). We ate lunch there at a great viewpoint and then continued
to Mt. Hafu (1,674 meters = 5,492 feet). Then we went on to Shindou Pass and took a trail down towards a road and eventually a bus
back to the Youth Hostel. We didn’t see much that day – the elevations were too high for much to be growing yet. So, it was a disappointing day for flowers, but the weather was probably the clearest
day of the year! The picture below is Mt. Fuji from Mt. Misaka and
that lake in the foreground is Kawaguchi Lake. The Youth Hostel is
on the far side of the lake.

On Monday, April 30th, we got up at the Youth Hostel again
and it was going home day, however, we had a full day of adventure planned before heading for home.
The first thing on the agenda was finding a trail which went up
to a waterfall – Ha-ha-no-shiro Waterfall. If we could find that trail
and waterfall, then we could probably find yet one more new violet
which was supposed to be in that area – Viola mirabilis var. subglabra. Well, first we had difficulty finding the trail, we did eventually get to the waterfall, but we were on a road – not a trail. We had
found one of those violets, but that was pretty disappointing.

And here (to the left) is
what the flower looks like
from the back. Amazing, eh,
it has more color on the
back than it does on the
front.
We found lots of
these before we finished the
day.
That night we stayed in
the Youth Hostel at Kawaguchi Lake and the next
morning we got up and
headed off on additional adventures in that area. We took a bus to Tenka-chaya and climbed –
about 30 minutes UP to the top of a ridge, then continued to Mt.
Misaka (1,596 meters = 5,236 feet). From there we continued to

Just above you can find a picture – taken by Kazuya – of the
waterfall, nice looking waterfall, eh.
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So, coming down from the waterfall we searched for the trail
and actually found it. The trail had lots of the Viola mirabilis var.
subglabra growing along it. WHEW! Below you can find one picture. We were extremely happy and excited to start finding a bunch
of this flower after the long hike up to the waterfall and only finding
one of the plants! You can’t imagine unless you have spent ½ a
day looking for a rock, a bird or a flower and then suddenly finding it
in quantity!

After we got back to the bottom of the trail and back to a highway and a bus stop we again went to a hot spring and soaked and
relaxed and then proceeded back home, finally getting back to the
house at about 7:30 PM.
And that’s April.
²

May Happenings
Vacation continued for the first week of May. On May 3rd we
climbed another mountain – Mt. Jinba. Of course we found more
violets, no new ones though. One really pretty picture from the descent is of a small tea field.

th

On May 4 we climbed yet another mountain – Mt. Otsuka.
We had been near that one many times but had never gotten
around to climbing it, so we did it. Of course we found even more
violets, but again – nothing new for us. So, 2 new mountains in 2
days, but no new violets. Weird.

th

On May 5 we went out and climbed Mt. Takao again. We did
find a new violet that day. We found Viola maximowicziana – a violet which has kind of reddish leaf veins. Seeing as it’s a new one, I
guess I’d better include a picture, eh! This picture (below) was
taken by Kazuya, it was a very dark day for the most part and I was
having trouble getting decent pictures on that day.

The most incredible thing we found that day, though, was on
the descent down the Hikage Creek trail. That area is a really
steep forested area and we were much surprised to see 2 old ladies
way up on the mountainside above us at one point. We figured that
for those 2 old ladies to be up there, there must be something pretty
incredible to see! We backtracked up the trail for a ways so that we
could kind of walk the contour out to the spot where the old ladies
had been, we didn’t want to climb straight up the mountainside to
where they were, both due to it being VERY steep and therefore difficult and also because of the damage it would do to the environment to hike straight up, tearing up the delicate duff layer with our
boots. So, when we finally got to where the old ladies had been we
found – lo and behold – a wild peony plant in bloom (Paeonia japonica)! We had found this plant only a couple of times in the past
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– and had never found one in full bloom! This picture, above, includes Kazuya so that you can kind of get an idea of how large of a
plant this is.
And that’s the end of the 2007 vacation story. Below is a
summary of what we did and where we went.

Aviation Organization) mandated (English) Language Proficiency
Requirements for pilots. To be honest, it gets boring. But, one
thing nice about it is that there is enough free time to be able to do
stuff like this at work!

Vacation Summary
Date

Place

Sat. 4/7

Akigawa Hills

Sun 4/8

Home

Mon 4/9

Home
Takao-san to ICcho Daira

Tues 4/10
Wed 4/11

Kobotoke-shiroyama

Thu 4/12

Home

Sat 4/14

MusashiItsukaichi
Home

Sun 4/15

Okutama Area

Mon 4/16
Tue 4/17
Wed 4/18
Thu 4/19

Home
Home
Home
Home

Fri 4/13

Fri 4/20

Yamanaka Lake

Sat 4/21
Sun 4/22

Yamanaka Lake
Home

Mon 4/23

Home

Tue 4/24
Wed 4/25

Home
Home

Thu 4/26

Mitake Area

Fri 4/27

Home
Kawaguchi Lake
Area
Kawaguchi Lake
Area
Kawaguchi Lake
Area
Home
Home
Fujino Area

Sat 4/28
Sun 4/29
Mon 4/30
Tue 5/1
Wed 5/2
Thu 5/3
Fri 5/4

Mitake Area

Sat 5/5

Takao Area

Sun 5/6

Home

Activity
Hike & see Viola violacea
Jindai Botanical Garden – Violets Exhibition, Cherry Blossoms
Catch-up, etc.
Mt. Takao (#31), Camp-out, Violets
I-Ccho Daira to Mt. Kobotoke Shiro (#9),
Down Hikage Creek & Home, Label Pictures
Transplant Porch Violets, Plant Violet
Seeds
Hinohara, Waterfalls, Viola sieboldi, Mt.
Tsuru-Ashi, Mt. Mazu-Kari, Mt. Ko-Myou
Catch-up, etc.
Oguchi Pass, Mt. Sougaku (#3), Mt. Gozen
(#3), Viola violacea var. makinoi, Okutama
Hot Spring
Catch-up, etc. (Rainy Day)
Catch-up, CostCo (PM Rain)
Koganei Hot Spring (PM Rain)
Nogawa Park
Mt. Oobura (#2), Mt. Mikuni (#2), Ishiwari
Hot Spring, Marimo Pension
Mt. Ohira (#2), Oshino-Hakkai, Home
Catch-up, etc.
Computer – touch pad problem, reinstall
everything
Computer – reinstallation complete
Ramen Shop
Mt. Sougaku (#3), Mt. Iwatakeishi (#3), Mt.
Takamizu (#3)
Catch-up, etc.
Asagiri Area – Viola orientalis, Youth Hostel
Mt. Misaka, Mt. Kurotake, Mt. Hafu (Clearest Day of the Year)
Ha-ha-no-shiro Waterfall, Viola mirabilis
var. subglabra, Hot Spring, Home
Catch-up, May Website Uploaded
Catch-up, Ramen Shop, etc.
Mt. Jinba, Fujino HS Hospital Hot Spring
Mt. Otsuka, Mt. Mitake (#18), Tama River,
Soak Feet & Drink Beer
Mt. Takao (#32), Viola maximowicziana,
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro (#10), Hikage Creek
Road and Paeonia japonica, Home
Catch-up, get ready for work

Back to work and normal weekend adventures!
th
On May 13 we went for a walk along the Tama River near our
house, but there are no truly incredible pictures from that weekend.
The weather was nice and we were outdoors anyway.
The next weekend it rained on Saturday, so we stayed home
and relaxed, but on Sunday it was nice weather and we went to Mt.
Takao again, specifically in search of a new species of Asarum,
Asarum tamaensis – and we found it. There is a picture of an Asarum on Page 3, so I won’t include another one here just to show
you slightly different leaves and flowers – if you are interested you
can go to the website and check it out.
On Sunday, the 27th we went out to Mitake and walked along
the Upper Tama River and it was hot enough so we took our shoes
off while we ate lunch, and soaked our feet in the river. We found
one very interesting flower that day (Saxifraga stolonifera) – not a
new one – but one which we had never succeeded in getting a
good picture of before. You can find it in the next column.
th
On May 30 I was sick enough so that I called in and didn’t go
to work – that’s such a rare occurrence for me that I want to report it
to you. I have never been sick enough to miss work since I’ve been
in Japan (6+ years at that time) and I don’t think I ever missed a
day of work while I was in NYC for 3 years either. That reminds
me, I have not yet said anything about work, so let me briefly tell
you about it. I am still working for the same company – Interac –
and I am still assigned to ANA (All Nippon Airways) and still doing
pilot interviews and evaluations for the ICAO (International Civil

And that’s all for May.

²

June Happenings
nd

On June 2 Kazuya and I went to Mt. Takao once again – this
time we were in search of the Sekkoku (Dendrobium moniliforme)
orchids. We thought it might be a tad bit early, but it was not – we
found them! I’ll insert one picture below. Keep in mind that we
have to take these photos through my binoculars. Remember the
camera/tripod/binoculars thing which I made in 2004? Well we are
still using that thing. To refresh your memory of what that thing is
you may want to look at the June 2005 photos on the website.

On June 13th we went to Jindai Botanical Garden – Aquatic
portion only. I had to go to the hospital and get a spot of possible
skin cancer checked out and after we finished there we went to the
Botanical Garden. The Iris flowers were nice, but they don’t have a
large enough area to make it exceptionally impressive – it’s merely
nice!
th
On the 17 we went out to Okutama and hiked up a trail which
we usually come down on, we were specifically searching for one
thing – which we found, but not in bloom! We did find one heck of a
lot of salmonberries though – we ate our way up the trail as we
hiked, so it was a slow hike, but delicious! I have to insert one picture from this hike – it’s not salmonberries, it is me – taken by Kazuya (of course) and the reason I want to show it to you is because
it is SO GREEN! Can you believe how much green there is in this
photo (next page)? It is completely un-retouched, just the way the
camera took it.
rd
Our next outing was on the 23 – we climbed Mt. Mitake once
again and hiked from there to Mt. Hinode with a plan to camp out,
so we got to see the sunset and also the sunrise the next morning.
One nice photo from sunset time is down below – the shadow of the
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The final picture in the previous column is that sunrise collage
mountain which we are camping on. Cool, eh! The sunrise the
next morning was very nice. You may (or may not) recall that I cre- referred to in the opposite column.
On the way down the mountain we took a trail which we had
ated a 4 picture collage of sunrise pictures and included it on the
never taken before and it brought us out above a waterfall which we
website for June’s pictures.
had only seen from the bottom. We had never approached it from
above – we were quite surprised. From the bottom it appears that it
is just one level and we never even realized that there was a trail
above it. As we approached it from above we discovered that it is
several levels of falls and we had never seen anything except the
very bottom level! Oh heck, I’ve got to insert one picture.

Here – above – is that incredibly green picture referred to above.
Below is the mountain shadow of the mountain we are camping out
on (Mt. Hinode).

This picture (above) was taken by Kazuya, it was too dark for
my camera to catch it. These steps of the falls were still above the
only part which we had ever seen before.
And that’s all there is to say about June.
²

July Happenings
July was a pretty uneventful month – except for the rain and
the typhoons! One thing we did – between typhoons – we went to
the Suntory beer brewery and took the tour, for the 3rd time. It’s a
nice tour and we enjoy that free beer at the end.
I also ordered a 1 terabyte external hard drive in July through
Amazon.com. The box actually contains 2 separate 500 gigabyte
drives, so if one of the drives fails then there is still another drive
nd
with the data on it. The 2 hard drive can be set up to “mirror” the
first one (Raid 1), but I couldn’t figure out how to set it up. I divided
each physical hard drive into 2 logical drives – for example HD 1 is
divided into Drive H and Drive I and I use Drive H for data and Drive
nd
I for images. Then I divided the 2 physical drive into the same
sized logical drives and called them Drive J and Drive K and made
Drive J for Data and Drive K for images. Maybe it would be easier
if I included a picture, eh? Okay, the picture is on the next page.
Drives C:/ F:/ and G:/ are on my computer – the built in 160 GB
HDD is divided into those 3 logical drives. Drive D: is the DVD
Drive and Drive E: is the built in slot for the Sony memory stick. So,
What it boils down to is that Drives H:/ & J:/ are both duplicates of
Drive F:/ and Drives I:/ and K:/ are duplicates of Drive G:/. In addition I regularly burn DVD’s of new or changed files – whenever I get
enough files to fill a 4.7 GB DVD. Then, I also realized that if the
house burns down, I lose everything. So, what did I do? I bought a
little tiny 250 GB drive and also divided it into 2 logical drives and
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copied everything from Drive F:/ and Drive G:/ onto it – I take it into
On August 11 we went to the Tokyo Pride Parade. I guess I
work with me and leave it there, bringing it home on weekends to won’t include any photos from that event. We marched in it again –
rd
th
update it. As long as the house doesn’t burn down on a weekend I I think this was the 3 or 4 time we marched in it. We enjoyed
will have everything.
ourselves – it didn’t rain this year!
th
On Sunday the 12 we went out to Mitake to photograph
Rengeshouma (False Anemone) (Anemopsis heterophylla). We
pretty much go out there for that annual event every year too. I’ll
insert one Rengeshouma picture.

On July 28th I went to the hospital for my annual physical
check-up. I didn’t get the results until the following week, but I’ll tell
you now – all numbers were okay, all checks of everything were
okay, or negative or whatever “good” is and so on. Seeing as this
th
was my 60 birthday the city offered me a more comprehensive
check than I have been offered for free in past years.
th
On the 29 we went to the local “Yukari” Hot Spring, which is
near Jindaiji Temple and Jindai Botanical Garden. On the way to
the hot spring we stopped at the entrance to the Botanical Garden
and found some parasitic orchids Cymbidium nipponicum (picture
below). We have only found these once before, so finding them is
special.

One rather amazing thing which we found out there was a half
buried old glass milk bottle. It seemed like it had an excessive
amount of green in it as I peered at it through the layer of dust and
dirt which was on it. I brushed the dirt off and found that it was a
miniature living environment. Check out the photo below.

And that’s all for July.

²

August Happenings
August was a tad bit more interesting than July, but not much.
Near the start of the month Kazuya interviewed for a new job at a
bakery in Kichijouji, which is only one stop away on the train line
from our station. They let him work a couple of days as a trial starting on August 6th and then he ended up getting offered the job – he
th
is still working there as I write this on November 28 .

Isn’t that amazing? Sure seemed like it to us. Then, after we
brushed the dirt off it and “discovered” it, we looked back after we
left and other photographers were getting in line to photograph it! I
guess we should have hid it half under the dirt again. Next year
we’ll probably see it in some famous postcard or something. Ha!
Wouldn’t that be a kick in the pants to us?
On August 19th we climbed Mt. Takao again. We went in
search of one specific plant in bloom, and although we found quite
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a few of them, the flowers were quite a bit past their prime and the
few pictures we took were rather disappointing. Oh well! Maybe
next year.
nd
On August 22 I stopped at a camera store on the way home
and bought myself a new camera – a Canon PowerShot S5-IS. Of
course it’s a digital camera. It’s an 8.0 mega pixel model, which is
not a huge improvement over my old one (7.1 mega pixels). The
selling point for me is the 12x optical zoom. Don’t get optical zoom
and digital zoom confused in your mind. Optical zoom means that
the lens itself has 12x zooming capability. Digital zoom merely
means that the camera itself takes a picture of part of what is in the
frame, so that means you lose a great deal in picture quality when
you use digital zoom.
On the 26th we went to the Nippara Limestone Cave. Surprisingly we had never been there, although it is in our area of adventuring. The scenery on the walk to the cave was pretty – lots of
rough mountains and nice scenery. I picked out 2 photos to show
you – one of the scenery and 1 inside of the cave showing a stalagmite. Unfortunately lots of the stalagmites and stalactites had
been broken off, back 50 or 60 years ago when people were less
environmentally aware.
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All in all the cave adventure was an interesting day. The cave
system was not as extensive as we thought it might have been, but
I guess there are areas which are not open to the public – there
were some hallways with chain link fence blocking entrance to them,
so I assume that means there is more!
On August 30th we saw quite a sight from our Office Window
here at Haneda Airport. Generally we don’t see much of interest,
just the usual B747’s, B777’s, B-whatever’s and the A320’s and so
th
on, but on the 30 we saw a Japanese Navy ShinMaywa US-1A
Amphibious Aircraft taxiing out to the runway for an intersection
takeoff.

And that’s what happened in August.

²

September Happenings
th

th

On September 6 & 7 we had one heck of a typhoon come
through the area. At home we didn’t get blown away and we didn’t
get flooded out, but it was pretty bad. Out at the Okutama Area, our
stomping ground, they got something over 600 mm of rain in a 24
hour period. That’s like 24 inches of rain!! The Tama River was
HIGH! The Upper Tama River, which you often get to see pictures
of, was pretty devastated. It must have been a 100 year flood or
th
something. We went out to Mitake on the 8 of the month and we
could see where the water had flown through houses which were
built too close to the river. Fortunately the river is in a deep canyon,
so no highway bridges were washed out, but the walking trails were
washed out in several areas. I put lots of flood pictures on the
website, but you got to keep in mind that we were there something
like 48 hours after the flood crest had passed. Here is one picture.

You can see the flood stuff jammed against the tree on the left
side of the photo and if you look closely enough you can see a log
jammed into the bridge structure. The water was dang high.
On the 15th we went to Showa Kinen Park, not very far from
home. We didn’t really expect to end up taking very many pictures
that day – we thought we might take some Cosmos Flower pictures,
but we assumed that would be all. Well, we ended up keeping 198
photos between the 2 of us! Although there are several nice pictures from that adventure, I have narrowed the choices down to 3
photos. The first one (next page) is a Lotus Seed Head. The intriguing thing about this photo is that it shows the seed head looking
through the grass and weeds at it. This shot was taken from about
5 feet away using the zoom feature of my new camera. The next
shot is a Lotus Flower. This flower was so far away that I would not
have bothered to photograph it if I did not have the 12x zoom capa-
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rd
On September 17th Kazuya had to work, but I had the day off
bility which my new camera gives me. The 3 shot is a beautiful
shot of Pampas Grass – didn’t need to use the zoom for this shot.
because it was a National Holiday. I went out to Mt. Takao and
th
climbed the mountain for the 36 time. I went up later in the day
and stayed there to watch the sunset. I took a bunch of pictures of
the sunset, but they were not magnificent because there just were
not enough clouds to make for an interesting sunset. I’ll show you
2 pictures though.

The first shot is not so zoomed in and shows Mt. Fuji with
some of the mountains in the foreground. If you look closely you
can see some people in front of me. The 2nd shot shows Mt. Fuji
wearing it’s umbrella. This is a rather famous phenomena for Mt.
Fuji. Some people who were watching me take photos told me to
quickly photograph that cloud.
nd
th
On September 22 I climbed Mt Takao once again (37 time).
Kazuya had to work the entire weekend, so I went up and camped
out at I-Ccho-Daira again. Here is one picture (below) of the moon
through the trees. The full moon was the major reason I wanted to

13

2007 Reporter

And that tells/shows you what happened in September.
²
camp-out that night. There were enough clouds so that I couldn’t
see Mt. Fuji, but I could see the moon! It was nice.
th
September 24 was a National Holiday and we both had the
October Happenings
day off. We decided to go to Hidaka City and view the famous
Cluster Amaryllis (Lycoris radiata) which that area is known for.
In October we both had time off on the same 2 weekend days
Good heavens! It was amazing. I’m going to show you 2 photos – October 6th and 7th, so we took a mini-vacation and went away.
from the 185 photos which we kept from that day.
Groan! It’s tough to pick out a few photos from the 577 which we
kept from a mere 2 day weekend! Well, let me begin.

This one (above) shows the flowers with the river in the background. Look at those flowers! And the one below this shows a
This first photo, above shows “black eggs”. We went to the
couple of white flowers. As you can see, the white flowered plants Owakudani area on the first part of the adventure. This is a volare NOT very common. There are also yellow ones, but they are canic area and the big local product is these black eggs, which are
even more rare.
cooked in this natural hot water which bubbles up from the ground.
Each egg is supposed to add 7 years to your life. We have been
here several times now and we have eaten lots of these eggs – we
should both live to be like 200 years of age or something like that!

On September 29th Kazuya and I went to a local hot spring
again and then in the evening we went to a fireworks festival which
was only about 20 minutes from our house on the bus. I’ll show you
one picture.

After we went down from the Owakudani area we went to a
place called Sengoku Kogen, which is famous for a month or so
each fall for it’s huge field of Pampas Grass (Miscanthus sinensis).
There is no charge to enter this huge field and surprisingly there are
no soft drink vendors, snack vendors or anybody else taking advantage of the huge numbers of people coming into this area just for
this. It’s rather surprising that the owner of the land doesn’t charge
admission. I mean – how does this little town make any money
anyway? I guess they hope that the small number of restaurants
will at least be packed to capacity each day? I don’t know. It’s
weird in it’s lack of commercialism!
After the Pampas Grass area we went back to the Hakone
Lake area, where we had reservations in a Youth Hostel. We took
the pirate ship from the north end of the lake to the south end, ate a
They spent a LOT of money on those fireworks – there was combination of lunch and supper in a nice restaurant and then
like 1 hour and 10 minutes of solid fireworks! The new camera walked to the Youth Hostel, which has it’s own hot spring where we
worked great, I was very pleased with many of the results.
were able to soak away our tiredness.
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The next morning we ate breakfast at the Hostel and then took
a bus back down to the lakeshore. From there we bought some
stuff to take with us for lunch and then took a bus to the base of Mt.
Komagatake and the cable car to the top of the mountain. I have 3
pictures to show you from the summit of Mt. Komagatake. The first
one is the small shrine at the top of the mountain – very picturesque.
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From Mt. Komagatake we hiked across Mt. Kamiyama and
then across and down to the Owakudani area – the place where we
were yesterday. We didn’t eat any black eggs today though. From
Owakudani we slowly worked our way back towards home, taking
the cable car, the switchback railroad and then a normal train. We
got home somewhat after 8:00 PM, unpacked our bags and put
stuff away, downloaded our pictures to our computers and pretty
much went straight to bed.
The following day was a National Holiday, but Kazuya had to
work. I spent the day labeling all of our pictures, doing laundry and
playing catch up with e-mail and everything else.
On October 18th (Thursday) Kazuya had the day off and went
to Showa Kinen Park in search of Cosmos again (we went on Septh
tember 15 ) – they were really in bloom this time. Look at this picture of the “Cosmos Hill” below! Amazingly fantastic.

This picture (above) was taken utilizing the zoom feature on
my new camera. This area gets pretty severe winters, it’s kind of
amazing that they ever built a shrine up here at 1,357 meters (=
4,451 feet).

There were also areas of solid yellow Cosmos, areas of solid
red, and etc. And, for scale, look carefully and you’ll note people
walking on a trail up there!
On the 28th I went out to Mt. Takao again for the sunset – also
again! And, again, it was not a very magnificent sunset, so I’m not
going to include any sunset pictures here. Mt Fuji did have snow
on it this tome – it did not have snow the last time I saw it. I did find
one picturesque seed head of some plant. I’ll share that picture
with you and that will be the final shot from October. The sun was
shining from behind this thing and I used the flash to illuminate the
front of it – made for a very interesting effect I think.

This photo, just above, shows Mt. Fuji just under the eave of
that shrine in the picture above this one.
Much to our surprise we also found some flowers up here I
want to show you this picture of Senburi (Swertia japonica). The
reason this is so impressive is because of the HUGE size of the
flowers.

And we move on to November.

²

November Happenings
November is fall color month for us here in this part of Japan.
If you checked out the website’s November photos I am sure that
you noticed that. We went to several different places in November
to shoot the fall colors and we found some nice colors. Our first
This plant, along with Fall Gentiana and Monkshood, was outing was on November 3rd – we went up the Mt. Kawanori trail
growing on the trail which meandered around the summit area of again and took pictures all the way to the big waterfall. Oh my God!
the mountain. Cool!
I just checked out the photos – there are 1,183 photos from No-
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vember! It’s going to be a mite difficult to pick out 3 or 4 of the best
ones. Well, I’ll do my best.
Okay, I got it down to 13 photos, is that number satisfactory?
rd
So, starting with that trip up the Mt. Kawanori trail on the 3 – the
first photo below shows a beautiful sight from along the trail.

2007 Reporter
The next shot, taken later on in the day, when it was getting
more hazy, also shows some nice colors. Then, the 3rd shot shows
the big waterfall, with Kazuya in it (not in the waterfall, Kazuya is in
the photo!). This waterfall, I found on the internet, is more than 40
meters tall – that’s in excess of 120 feet. We always knew it’s a
pretty big waterfall, but never knew it was that big.
th
On November 7 Kazuya went to Jindai Botanical Garden in
search of fall colors, but it ended up being kind of early for our local
area. They were having a Chrysanthemum exhibition though and
he took this incredible picture (below) of what they called a “Chrysanthemum Waterfall”, yeah – it does look like a waterfall, eh!

On the 17th we both had the same day off and we went out to
Okutama and hiked the Old Road. We have done that several
times now. There are great views and some good fall colors. We
started out at Okutama Lake and walked a little ways around the
lake and found the scene below.

As you can see, it was pretty hazy, and in addition this shot is
looking pretty much right into the sun. I had to fiddle with the
brightness and contrast in PhotoShop to get it to come out this
good. In it’s original condition it was barely a keeper!
The next shot, on the following page, was taken from the old
road. Again, rather hazy, but it came out pretty nice after playing
with the brightness and contrast. Check out the sharp delineation
between the hardwoods and the conifers. That’s cool. There is
one picture which came out fantastically – mostly because it was
not taken through a bunch of haze – it’s only taken from 20 meters
(or so) away from the very red tree (next page).
After we hiked the old road we went to the Okutama Hot
Spring and soaked for about an hour and then went home. When
we downloaded the photos to our computers I made a note in my
Journal that we had VERY DISAPPOINTING results with our photos. The day was just too hazy!
On the 19th I had to work and Kazuya went out to Mt. Takao for
fall colors. He took one photo which has to be included (next page).
st
On November 21 I ordered an Oppo DV-981HD DVD Player.
I know, you’re probably saying “but didn’t you just get a new one a
couple of years ago?” Well, actually it was April 2003 when I last
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got a new DVD Player. Well, why did I get a new one already? For
a couple of reasons actually – #1; this one is region free. We already had Region 1 and Region 2 DVD players, but that means 2
shelves of DVD players. And, #2; this one is an up-converting DVD
player. Now you ask “what the heck does that mean”? It means
that with our high definition TV we can watch normal DVDs in high
definition. I don’t have any intention of buying either an HD-DVD
Player or a Blu-Ray DVD Player – not until after the format wars are
won and one player has been accepted as the “norm”. So, this one
will do me until such a time.

Here (above) is that one picture which was NOT disappointing
from our hike of the Okutama Old Road. Those reds, contrasted
with the green of the conifers in the background, is pretty wonderful.
My new camera can accept screw-in filters by the simple addition of a conversion adapter, so I bought that conversion adapter
and a haze filter for the new camera for use on those hazy days.
The first photo in the next column is that great one which Kazuya took on the 19th when he went to Mt. Takao.
rd
On Friday , the 23 I had a holiday but Kazuya had to work. I
th
went out and climbed Mt. Takao – for the 39 time. Of course I
went out specifically in search of fall colors. I found some pretty
nd
nice ones too. This photo (2 photo, next column), taken after
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crossing over the summit of Mt. Takao and starting down the trail
towards Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro, shows some very nice reds and yellows. The name of this area is Momiji-Dai. It means “Maple area”
or something similar to that. Kazuya’s photo, just below, was taken
in the same area. This area is kind of a very small plateau just a
ways below the summit of Mt. Takao and to the north.

The first photo on the next page is a Persimmon Tree very
close to the summit of Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro. There are so many
kinds of Persimmons that I have no idea what they all are. They
come in several sizes and shapes and tastes – some of them are
so astringent as to be totally inedible. I don’t know what kind this
one is, but I suspect that it’s not very delicious. I ate my lunch at
the summit of Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro and then hiked down the Hikage
Creek trail. It was not as pretty going down Hikage Creek valley as
I had hoped it might be, so no pictures from the Hikage Creek area.
It was also getting cold in that valley because it’s a very shaded
area – still on the north side of Mt. Takao.
On the 24th Kazuya had to work again, but I went out to Mt. Mitake for the fall colors there. First, I went to the summit of the
mountain and hiked around there for a while. I found some nice
colors and have included one picture (below the persimmon on the
next page).
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I don’t know if you recall, but the Upper Tama River at Mitake
is where the amazingly yellow Ginkgo tree is and if you stand in the
correct spot you can get very red Red Maple Tree leaves in the
foreground. The last picture in the previous column is that ginkgo
tree and I am standing in the spot where the red maple leaves are
included in the picture. I also hiked down the river to Sawai and
drank a cup of Saké at the Sawanoi Saké Brewery. Then, I hiked
back up along the river to see things from a different angle. In addition, it was about 2 hours later, so the sun angle on everything had
changed too.

After I hiked around the summit area of Mt. Mitake for a while
and then went out to a spot where we often go to sit down and eat
our lunch, I went back to the cable car and went down the mountain.
I really wanted to hike along the Upper Tama River and see those
colors.

The above picture is a collage of what I consider to be the best
pictures taken on that outing. All 4 of them are along the river. Notice that 2 of them feature the yellow ginkgo tree with red maple in
the foreground – but the 2 pictures were taken about 2 hours apart
in time, so the sun angle is considerably different.
After the sun disappeared from this deep valley I headed for
home, getting there at about 6:00 PM. I downloaded my pictures
from the day and was not disappointed. By the way, I used my new
haze filter this day. I don’t know how much difference it made because I did not take any photos of the exact same spot with it and
without it. In addition, most of today’s shots were not far away
shots.
After I got home the postman came and my Oppo DVD Player
arrived this day. I hooked it up the next day – nice! Now I have a
Region 1 and a Region 2 DVD Player extra – want either of them?
The Region 1 DVD Player is a Progressive Scan model – but you
need a TV which supports Progressive Mode or you can’t utilize the
Progressive feature.
And that brings us up through today – November 30th. In past
years I have put this on the website in 2 installments, but I don’t believe that I’ll do that this year, I think I’ll just wait until the entire letter
is finished and then upload it all at once.
At this point we’ve kept approximately 7,300 pictures taken
this year! I’ve presented 73 of them in this letter. Believe me when
I tell you that this 1% was a total accident!
And that ends November.
²

December Happenings
On December 1st, Saturday, Kazuya and I went to Jindai Botanical Garden again. It seems like we go there quite often, but I
rd
just searched my Journal and found that this was only the 3 time
we’ve been there in 2007 – at least only 3 times together. Well,
anyway, we went in search of Fall Colors. We had, however, forgotten that the area where the really good red maples are is best
seen in the earlier morning, that by early afternoon it is getting
shady and that makes it difficult to get good pictures. Oh well, we
did pretty good. Oh my, the colors were so incredible that I have
found 6 pictures, just from that day alone, which I want to use in this
letter. Well, what the heck, it’s not every day that one gets to see
colors like these. Of course they are all on the next page.
The first one was taken in the Red Maple area. This is where
the photographers are stacked behind each other taking pictures
with their fancy cameras and their huge tripods. I suppose some
people make good money from their photos, wish I could.
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Above: Taxodium distichum (Bald Cypress).

Please note the sun rays coming through the trees here – this
picture was taken by Kazuya.

Well, are those pictures amazing or what?
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On the 8 of December Kazuya and I made a plan to go to
Tonogayato Gardens in Kokubunji to see the fall colors, probably
for the final time. We bicycled there and on the way we passed
through Nogawa Park, the park near our house where we often go
in the spring to find the first flowers. We did not expect to find fall
colors there, but we did! So, we stopped in the plants area of
Nogawa Park and walked around for a while taking pictures and
then we proceeded to Kokubunji and Tonogayato Gardens. I have
selected 5 pictures from that adventure. Note the pond in the
background of this first one.

The 2nd photo is also at Nogawa Park, the same pond which
you can see in the background of the first photo, but somehow it
came out very blue – don’t ask me how, I didn’t do anything special.
rd
The 3 shot is near the entrance area of Tonogayato Gardens.
Notice the gold colors contrasted with the greens. The first shot in
this column is a reflection of a golden maple tree on a pond – you
can see a few gray looking maple leaves floating in the pond. Interesting effect, eh. And, the final shot on this page is also at
Tonogayato Gardens. The colors this year are probably the best I
have ever seen around Tokyo. The weather has been colder than
usual and we’ve had several frosts, which certainly helps out with
enhancing the colors of the maples.
th
On the 15 we went out to the Chofu Wholesale Market to buy
our Christmas hams. We bought 2 special hams for ¥8,500. Now,
these are not big huge hams like you might picture – the total
weight of the 2 hams we bought was 2,424 grams, about 2.6
pounds and ¥8,500 converts to about $80, so they are expensive
little hams (picture next page). They are super delicious though.
After we bought hams we bicycled along the Nogawa, that
means “No River”. We found lots of ducks and spent a lot of time
photographing them. On the next page you can find 3 pictures of
the ducks and the hams at the store plus the ones we bought.
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Above, some of the ham selection at the store. Below, a nice
shot of some Mallard Ducks.
On December 22nd I went out to Mt. Takao again in search of
frost flowers. I still didn’t find any. One photo which bears looking
at is the one below. It shows a small portion of the trail from ICcho-Daira to Mt. Takao. I think the colors and the composition are
attractive.

The next day – December 23rd – I went out in the parking lot in
the evening and took some pictures of the neighbor’s Christmas
Decorations.
Above – a Pintail Duck. Below – a Common Teal.

And that about tells the story of our December 15th outing. In
This neighbor goes kind of overboard every year and every
the next column you can see the hams which we bought.
year he adds more to it. For this neighborhood this kind of display
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is really amazing. Even the Christian University nearby does not go
to this much effort to make their entryway attractive.
th
And, today is December 24 . Kazuya has to work today and
also tomorrow and we have not yet even decided when we will
celebrate our Christmas.
Today is Christmas Day! Merry Christmas. I took a few full
moon pictures last night with my new camera. I want to show you
one of them. Pretty amazing, eh.

I just bicycled over to Jindaiji Shrine and took some pictures of
the Animal Poster for 2008. I assume that you know that next year
will be the Year of the Rat. It will officially begin on February 7,
2008. Happy New Year.
And, with that I’m going to call it good for this year. We’re going to go to Kazuya’s hometown for the January 1st New Year’s.
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Mountains Climbed in 2007
Date

Mountain

01/05/07
03/10/07
03/12/07
03/26/07
03/26/07
03/26/07
04/10/07
04/11/07
04/13/07
04/13/07
04/13/07
04/15/07
04/15/07
04/15/07
04/20/07
04/20/07
04/21/07
04/26/07
04/26/07
04/26/07
04/29/07
04/29/07
04/29/07
05/03/07
05/04/07
05/04/07
05/05/07
05/05/07
05/20/07
06/02/07
06/23/07
06/23/07
08/12/07
08/19/07
09/17/07
09/22/07
09/22/07
10/07/07
10/07/07
10/28/07
11/23/07
11/23/07
11/24/07
12/22/07

Mt Takao (#29)
Mt Takao (#30)
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro-yama (#8)
Mt. Dou-dokoro
Mt. Sekiba-touge
Mt. Kagenobu-yama (#4)
Mt Takao (#31)
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro-yama (#9)
Mt. Tsuru-Ashi
Mt. Mazu-Kari
Mt. Ko-Myou
Ogouchi Pass
Mt. Sougaku (#3)
Mt. Gozen (#3)
Mt. Oobora (#2)
Mt. Mikuni (#2)
Mt. Ohira (#2)
Sougaku Mtn. (#3)
Iwatakeishi Mtn (#3)
Takamizu Mtn (#3)
Mt. Misaka
Mt. Kurotake
Mt. Hafu
Mt. Jinba
Mt. Otsuka
Mt. Mitake (#18)
Mt Takao (#32)
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro-yama (#10)
Mt Takao (#33)
Mt Takao (#34)
Mt. Mitake (#19)
Hinode Mtn (#8)
Mt. Mitake (#20)
Mt Takao (#35)
Mt Takao (#36)
Mt Takao (#37)
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro-yama (#11)
Mt. Komagatake
Mt. Kamiyama
Mt Takao (#38)
Mt Takao (#39)
Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro-yama (#12)
Mt. Mitake (#21)
Mt. Takao (#40)

Elev,
Ft.
1,965
1,965
2,199
2,398
1,788
2,385
1,965
2,199
3,005
2,900
2,618
3,445
4,400
4,610
4,539
4,331
4,250
2,480
2,602
2,490
5,236
5,882
5,492
2,812
3,018
3,048
1,965
2,199
1,965
1,965
3,048
2,959
3,048
1,965
1,965
1,965
2,199
4,451
4,718
1,965
1,965
2,199
3,048
1,965

And that ends December, and ends the year of 2007.
Peace, Joy, Love,
In the next column please find a listing of all the mountains
which we together, or else I alone, climbed during 2007. If you go
to the trouble to count – there are 44 mountains. A pretty good year
I would say!
Now, what to do to fill in this extra space here. It’s kind of a
Below: Mt. Fuji Panorama
weird shape, have to see what I can do about that and then insert a
picture of some kind.

Elev,
M
599
599
670
731
545
727
599
670
916
884
798
1,050
1,341
1,405
1,384
1,320
1,296
756
793
759
1,596
1,793
1,674
857
920
929
599
670
599
599
929
902
929
599
599
599
670
1,357
1,438
599
599
670
929
599
²
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Well, this year
th
it’s November 5
when I am writing
these first words of
th
the 14 Volume of
this Annual Letter. I
know that I have said it every year in recent
Where??
?
years, but it absolutely amazes me that this
th
is the 14 year of this same basic format!
Been There!
The arrow sign image, the backgrounds, the
headers and so on remain the same for another
year. I have all of the previous issues saved
G oing T here
?
in a PDF file, just in case you’d like to see
them all from the previous years! In fact, the
composite PDF file, including all letters from
2002 through this one, are now on the website and
you can download the entire “book” if you want to do
so. Once again, I’m going to tell the story of the year
with pictures as much as I possibly can and then I’ll
create a PDF file and put it on the website, where
you can download it at your convenience. If you
prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but before asking me to
do so please ensure that you have a sufficient space allocation to
be able to receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so when you print this
on your printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader and Letter Size Paper
be sure that the “Fit to Page” box is checked. Okay? Okay! Let’s
get started!
²

2008 Draws
to a Close!

January Happenings
On the first of January Kazuya and I were at his home in Funagata Town in Yamagata Prefecture. There was already a lot of
snow there. Kazuya and I took a hike up to a shrine within walking
distance of his house and I took this picture.

What this picture shows is a line of tiny (3 – 4 inch tall) Daruma dolls, which were placed there for the New Year. It was
snowing all during this hike.
We returned to Tokyo on January 3rd and of course there was
no snow at home. It rarely snows in Tokyo, and when it does, it is
usually just an inch or two and it melts off in 2 or 3 days. On Januth
ary 4 we went to Mt. Takao to see what the New Year celebration
would be like at the very large shrine on that mountain. After we
drank some New Year’s Saké and mingled with the people around
the shrine for a while we hiked out to I-Ccho-Daira and found the

most incredible area of Frost Flowers which we have ever seen.
Below you can find one of the 120 pictures which we took of Frost
Flowers on that day.

On the 5th we took a Holiday Special train out to MusashiItsukaichi and went to Tsuru-Tsuru Hot Spring for the day. We always have a good time at that Hot Spring, it is a nice place. We
also hiked to White Rock Waterfall, but none of the pictures are
great enough to include here, although you can find some pictures
from that day on the website.
th
On Monday, the 7 I was back to work for the ICAO Program
at Haneda Airport – still assigned to ANA (All Nippon Airways), The
program was beginning to wind down after nearly 2 years of pilot interviews. There were few new interviews to be done, what we were
primarily doing was re-testing of pilots who had failed to make the
nd
grade on their first or 2 attempt. In addition we started testing military pilots. Although the military pilots are not required to take or
pass the exam, they wanted to take it to see how their English was.
We all found out that their English ability was generally very poor.
We had so much free time during the final 3 months of the program
that it got very boring on some days. I worked on a photo book, but
I got bogged down and never did give it to Kazuya to do the Japanese language portion of the book. In case you want to look, it’s
here:
http://danwiz.com/AdventureBook/AdventureBook.html.
Please be forewarned, it’s 18.6 MB, it will take quite a while to
download if you are using a dial-up connection.
th
On the 13 of January Kazuya and I went to a place by the
name of Hon-Kawagoe. We hiked around there all day and over
the course of the day we managed to visit the 7 temples, which
house the 7 gods of Good Fortune. Kazuya was quite excited to be
doing this, but it wasn’t actually very exciting or interesting for me.
We did it anyway and you can find some pictures of Hon-Kawagoe
on the website.
th
On Saturday, the 19 , we went to Tamasakai for bird watching.
It ended up being a very poor day for bird watching, but we happened to be there on the day when the town was having their festival where people come and burn their old talismans, or good-luck
charms, which they have relied upon for good luck during the past
year. They have a HUGE bonfire and then when the fire cools
down enough to approach, they sell these long sticks with rice flour
balls on them and you are supposed to roast the rice flour balls in
the fire of the old talismans. Somehow this will contribute to your
good luck during the following year I guess – I’m not really sure,
maybe it’s just a way to have a nice little party of roasted rice flour
balls – like a roasted marshmallow party in the USA. Anyway, on
the following page you can find one picture of this event.
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This photo shows a lady through the heat waves and all of
these people holding their rice flour balls on the sticks.
On January 20th we went to Nogawa Park, near our house, for
bird watching. Below you can find the best picture of the day –
taken with my Canon S5-IS Camera and using it’s 12x Optical
Zoom Feature, along with a 1.5x adapter. This bird is a Coccothraustes coccothraustes, or a Hawfinch. Certainly is a pretty little
thing isn’t it!

February Happenings
On February 2nd Kazuya and I went to Jindai Botanical Garden,
the one near our house. We found that the Witch Hazel (Hamamelis sp.) was in bloom already, both the red flowered variety and
the yellow flowered variety. Below you can find one collage which
shows both of them.

On January 26th we decided to go and hike up the trail to Mt.
Kawanori, but only up to the Hyakuhiro Waterfall. We had been
having a good deal of cold weather lately, so we assumed that it
had been even colder in the mountains and therefore, we assumed
that the waterfall would be nicely iced up. We were NOT disappointed. The waterfall was practically frozen solid (Picture in next
column.)
th
On January 27 Kazuya was looking for local news on people’s blogs and he discovered that the Shibateranthis pinnatifida, or
Setsubunsou (in Japanese) was in bloom at Nogawa Park. Therefore, we went to see if that was true. This is a late winter flower, the
very first thing to break through and bloom at the start of the year.
It was true, although there were only a very few of them in bloom.
You can see some photos on the website, but I will not include a
photo here – I’ll wait until February – in February there were lots of
this little flower and better photos.
th
On January 30 , I also received my San-Disk 8GB Cruzer
Contour USB Flash Drive in the mail from Amazon.com. It’s amazing how quickly memory prices are dropping. Just a couple of years
ago I paid as much for a 512 MB Flash Drive as I did for this 8 GB
Flash Drive. I remember when I received my 64 MB Flash Drive – it
was a free gift for buying some other computer component, possibly
my external DVD Writer for my old computer. It seemed like such
an incredibly cool thing. By comparison, it’s just a tiny little thing
compared to the 16 GB monster Flash Drives which are available
now.
Anyway, that seems to bring us to the end of January. It was a
pretty good month for travels and adventures and one can only
hope that it is an indication of how the year will continue.
²

On that same day we also saw a Japanese Green Woodpecker and took a bunch of pictures of that, but none of them are of
a high enough quality so that I want to include them here. But, it’s a
big woodpecker and very nice looking.
On the 3rd we woke up to a heavy snow storm. It was snowing
like hell and continued to do so all day long, finally accumulating to
about 4 inches on the ground! That was amazing. We returned to
Jindai Botanical Garden and took some pictures in the snow. Just
below (next page), you can find a picture of a plum tree, in bloom,
with the snow flying all around.
Below the plum blossom picture you’ll find a picture of the big
lawn in Jindai Botanical Garden. This pictures shows the famous
clump of Pampas Grass, which you have seen many pictures of
over the course of the years that we have been going to Jindai Botanical Garden. Note, in that picture, that there are also 2 crows flying around – on their way to somewhere, who knows where? We
both bought Annual Passes, which are good for 1 year from the
date of purchase, to the Botanical Garden. They pay for them-
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selves in just 4 visits and seeing as we always go several times
during the year they paid for themselves very quickly.

And, below, you can see a collage of the 2 best pictures of the
“Ruri Bitake” bluebird.

On Saturday, the 9th of the month, we went out to the Tama
River. We were wondering how much snow would be left along the
river – we had never seen it with snow around. It had snowed a little bit more during the week, so we assumed that there would still
be snow out there. Snow is so amazing for us that I’m going to insert 2 shots of the Tama River.

This first one (above) shows the river with snow along the
shoreline. This shot was taken from very close to the Saké Brewery
at Sawai.
The next shot, also showing snow, was taken further upriver.
Note that even the extreme cold and the snow do not put a damper
on the kayakers out here.
It started snowing again in mid-afternoon and we managed to
see a bluebird. I can’t find the scientific name of it, but in Japanese
it is called “Ruri Bitake”. This was an amazing bird to see.

On the 11th we took a trip to Nagaike Park, where we expected
to find a rather rare bird and hoped to get some pictures. With my
12x Optical Zoom lens and the1.5x adapter it gives me the ability to
shoot at a 35 mm film equivalent of up to 648 mm – without using
the digital zoom. The bird we were hoping to find and photograph
was the Long-Tailed Rosefinch, or Uragus sibiricus. There is a kind
of bush in Nagaike Park which has seeds which this bird really absolutely goes crazy for. When we found a group of photographers,
all with huge cameras and long lenses, we assumed that we had
found our quarry. We assumed correctly. We got out our cameras
and rubbed elbows with all of those photographers and we got
about 500 pictures of this bird, and kept about 140 of those shots.
We really felt kind of out-classed using our hand held cameras and
taking hand-held shots. We were pleased with our results anyway
– we had nothing to be ashamed of. On the following page you can

4
find one collage of this bird which shows both the front view and the
back view. On the website you can find 6 pictures of this bird, in
addition to some other birds which we saw and photographed on
that day.

2008 Reporter
this interesting tidbit of information from one of my students who
was into Japanese history. He didn’t actually know why this was
done or exactly when the campaign started, but it was 70 or 80
years ago or more. So, now, the cherry blossom is the one which
everybody goes absolutely crazy over.

Our next outing was on February 16th – we went to Tokyo UniBig news on February 19th – Toshiba announced their abanversity’s Botanical Garden. From that trip I’m going to insert 3 very donment of the HD-DVD format. Of course it had been expected
nice plum blossom photos.
for a time, but still – it was a shocker.
rd
On February 23 we took a bicycle ride to Nogawa Park and –
remember back on page 1 I talked about Shibateranthis pinnatifida,
or Setsubunsou (in Japanese) and how we had found it in January,
but that I would wait until this month to show you the picture? Well,
anyway, here is the picture of it.

As you can see, there are lots and lots of the small flowers
now. I’ll show you this same picture below with a “metallic” effect
added to it. Interesting?

And that concludes the month of February.

²

March Happenings

The first photo above shows you a shot of several plum trees,
mostly pink-flowered ones, however, please note that there are a
couple of white-flowered ones. The 2nd shot is a close-up shot of a
rd
small branch of one plum tree. The 3 shot, in the next column,
shows one white flower with the sun doing a nice job of backlighting for me. Note how the center is a very gold color. Did you
know that the plum blossom used to be the most popular blossom
in Japan, but some years ago they started a huge campaign to
change the most popular flower to the cherry blossom. I learned

For the month of March the ACDSee Database indicates that
there are 1,563 photos, so I guess I’ll go to the website and choose
a few of the best from there. And – March was not even vacation
month, that was April – for which the database says there are 2,359
photos!
On March 1st Kazuya and I went to Bubaigawara Plum Blossom Park and took more pictures of Plum Blossoms. Fortunately
for you, I’m not going to insert any here – seems like there are
enough Plum Blossom pictures already. But, I am going to share a
bird picture with you. This photo (next page) is a Mejiro (Japanese
Name) or Zosterops japonicus and this cute little guy and a bunch
of his friends were eating something which they were finding in the
Plum Blossoms.
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Well, in March we got the word from ANA on who the ONE
person they were going to keep on was – and it was not me. The
whole thing was very suspicious, which is not at all surprising for
Japan. The guy who chose which one of the 4 of us stays on is
very obviously gay and the guy he chose wears his lifestyle on his
shirtsleeve, if you know what I mean. I, on the other hand, who you
all know am gay, do NOT wear my lifestyle on my shirtsleeve. It
was very frustrating and did not have the feeling of fairness about it
at all. The 3 of us who were not selected to stay on all felt the
same way about it, not just me. So, I got to go back to normal
teaching of English classes at the end of this month. The person
selected to stay was very obviously not selected because of his exceptional performance either – his performance was probably the
worst of the 4 of us!
On March 8th we went to Mt. Takao in search of the first spring
flowers, but, unfortunately we were a bit early and there are no pictures to show you from that weekend.
th
On March 15 we went to Jindai Botanical Garden and walked
around. We kept seeing Kingfishers all day long along the stream.
We got several pictures of them and below you can find the best
one.

This violet (above) is Viola japonica. Isn’t it amazing how
many flowers are on one plant?
On March 22nd we went out on the Okutama Holiday Special
Train to Hinatawada, where there is a huge and amazing Plum
Blossom Park. Sorry, but I’m going to show you 2 more Plum Blossom pictures. But, they are not close-ups, they are very wide view
ones.

Isn’t that an amazing shot? I’ll agree with you that it could be
more sharp, but it’s certainly not too shabby.
On the 16th we went out to Takao again and hiked up Mt.
Kagenobu. We found several kinds of violets and even some Cymbidium goeringii orchids. From Mt. Kagenobu we hiked to Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro and then hiked down the Hikage Creek trail. I’ll show
you one incredible violet picture from that hike – I know that most of
you don’t necessarily go as crazy as we do about these wild violets.
I’ll wait until next month to share orchid photos with you as we
found much nicer ones next month.

Okay? As you can see, they are not merely macro-photos
showing a few blossoms. These 2 shots must be considered
“scenery” I believe. You can get a pretty good idea of what this
park has to offer.
On Sunday, the 23rd we went out to Mt. Takao again and this
time we found some pretty good spring flowers, but I am not going
to insert any pictures from that hike.
th
On March 24 the people in our ANA Office threw a “Job Finished” party. Gee – the only one of us who went was the one person who is getting to stay on. What a crock of shit.
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th

On March 28 I got approval for my Vacation request starting
st
th
on April 1 and return to work on May 12 – all paid vacation time.
Nice, eh!
th
On the 29 Kazuya and I went to Koishikawa Garden again,
but although we took quite a bunch of photos, none of them were
really special.
th
On March 30 the Cherry Blossoms were pretty much out in
force, so Kazuya made us a nice lunch and we went out with our
bottle of special Saké which we had ordered a month ago for this
occasion and we went and sat under the Cherry Trees and ate our
lunch and drank our special Saké. I’ll share one picture from that
day with you.

nd

ever found this violet. It is the 2 year that we have gone to this
place and found this violet. In addition to V. violacea there are several other violets there and also lots of Cymbidium goeringii orchids.
In fact, I’ll go ahead and insert the Cymbidium goeringii orchid pictures now.

Pretty amazing shot, eh! Unfortunately it was cold and cloudy,
so we didn’t actually spend very much time eating our lunch and
drinking our Saké. In fact, we finished up and headed for home at
about 1:30 PM. But, we had found a whole bunch of Morel Mushrooms on the way to the place where we had our Cherry Blossom
Party, so when we got home we had to do some work and clean up
those mushrooms.
The next day – March 31st, was our final day of work for ANA.
We had lunch together – just us foreigners and kind of enjoyed ourselves. Everybody did their best to hide their bitterness. I am in the
best position of all the people who finished today. Two of them
have to teach ANA Cabin Attendant English classes for even less
pay than we were making as ICAO Interviewers for ANA. They also
Above I have shared two orchid pictures with you – the first
have to work ungodly hours. Me, however, I am back to my normal
nd
pay and teaching normal English classes, which are sometimes bad one shows a close-up of a flower and the 2 one shows you the enhours, but rarely more than 4 hours a day.
tire plant.
th
And – that ends March 2008.
²
On the 6 we went out to Mt. Takao again and we found more
violets there. Below is a photo of Viola bisseti.

April Happenings
Well, remember, at the beginning of March I mentioned that
the ACDSee database shows 2,359 photos from April? It’s been a
chore, but I have selected 14 of those 2,359 photos to show you
here. Is that too many?

We also found the tiny little Chrysosplenium album var. stamineum on this day and got some great pictures of it and we found
one of our favorite little flowers; Omphalodes japonica. This flower
comes in both blue and pink and we have never truly determined
th
Just above, you can see the first photo. On April 5 Kazuya for sure, but we think the flower might change from blue to pink as it
and I went out to Akigawa Hills and found that the Viola violacea gets older. I don’t mean as the plant gets older, I mean as the
was in bloom. This is one of the very few places where we have flower gets older – for example, on the day the flower opens it is
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blue, but then after a day or two maybe it changes to pink. I don’t
know how we could determine if this is true – maybe find one particular flower and then camp out there and watch the flower as it
ages? Not that interested I guess!
So, anyway – here is a photo of the Chrysosplenium album var.
stamineum.

And, below, is the photo of Omphalodes japonica.

Well, I have already eliminated 2 of the photos which I had
picked out for April, so now I am down to 12 photos for April and 6
of those have already been inserted.
Near the middle of April I started on a project to make a bookshelf for Kazuya. He is now teaching at what the Japanese call a
“cram school”. It’s where Japanese students go to “cram” for the
knowledge they need for their high school and college entrance exams. So, he’s getting lots of papers and needs a place to put it all.
Our next outing was on April 12th, we went out to Hinohara and
hiked the Mazukari mountain trail in search of whatever flowers we
could discover. There are also 2 very nice waterfalls on this trail.

The picture just above is a Mitella pauciflora. This is such a
weird little plant. This is probably the best picture we have ever
gotten of this flower. This shot was taken by Kazuya – he had the
good idea to take it against a dark background and it worked magnificently.

And, the picture just above is a Shortia uniflora. In past years
we had never seen so many of this flower. We were extremely fortunate. One thing about this plant – it only seems to appear on very
steep and very rocky sites, so it’s very difficult and dangerous to get
yourself into a position where it can be effectively photographed.
By the way, we are still on the Mazukari mountain trail, it’s still April
12th.
th
On April 15 Kazuya had to work, but I wanted to go to Mt.
Takao and camp-out at I-Ccho-Daira and see the mountain cherry
blossoms. So, I hiked up to the summit of Mt. Takao and then out
to I-Ccho-Daira and took a bunch of pictures. Here is an incredible
shot of Mountain Azalea which I took along the trail just before ICcho-Daira.

8
And, the final shot on the previous page is a shot of the moon
taken through the cherry trees/blossoms at I-Ccho-Daira.
th
On April 17 Kazuya didn’t have to work so we went out to
lunch at a nice ramen shop kind of near our house and on the way
to Nogawa Park. After that we continued on to Nogawa Park and
found that the Gentiana zollingeri was really out in force. This is a
cute little blue flowered plant – photo below.

On April 19th we decided to go a long ways out of town – to Fujino Hot Spring. So, we took a train from our home station of
Musashisakai out to Takao and transferred there to a train which
took us to Fujino. Then we took a bus out to the Hot Spring and
spent the day relaxing and soaking in the various pools. When we
got ready to leave there, at about 3:30 PM, we decided to try and
walk back to the Fujino train station. This is kind of way out in the
countryside and as we walked along the road we saw this incredible
pheasant out in a field. He tried to sneak up as close as we could
get and take photos. The best one is below.

2008 Reporter
for a small fee, you can download many Thinpak covers of DVDs
which I own. I can then print them out and at this time I have converted a bit more than ½ of my collection to Thinpaks. Covers are
not available for many of my DVDs and I do not have a scanner. If I
had a scanner I could scan those covers and convert them myself.
See, the trick is reducing the width of the spine area of the covers.
I found how to do it in PhotoShop and keep everything looking nice,
so even many covers for which there is no Thinpak cover available
for I was able to download the regular cover and convert it to a
Thinpak cover.

And, just above is that Violets Collage which I referenced near
the bottom of the other column. As I said, you can’t see much here,
this is just to give you an idea of what the collage is.
On April 26th we went out to Okutama again and hiked up Mt.
Sougaku and Mt. Gozen. We found another new violet – a very
cool one which excited us pretty much. We also found some nice
Trout Lily flowers.
th
On the 30 of the month we went to Koishikawa Garden again
and on this day we found a few beautiful green parrots doing their
mating dance in the trees. I’ll let you go to the website to see photos of those.
And, that’s all for April.
²

May Happenings
rd

On Saturday, the 3 of May we went up to Yamagata Prefecture to Kazuya’s house. Within the first few hours we were there we
found 4 new violets. Of course we were 4 hours north of Tokyo by
Shinkansen Train, so it was an entirely different climatic area than
Tokyo. One of the new violets, Viola rostrata, has an incredibly
long spur, so I will show you one of those photos.

Now, isn’t that an incredible shot? And isn’t that a beautiful
bird too?
On April 20th we hiked a 3 mountain trail and found several
violets – some of them hybrids which we had never seen before.
The most incredible one, a hybrid which we could not even imagine
existing, was pretty much finished blooming. You can be sure that
we will remember where it was though and we’ll try to go and
search for it earlier next spring. I’m not going to show you any more
violet flowers. I will give you a reference to a huge Violets collage
which I put together though. It’s 7.26 MB in size and it’s 66.25
inches wide by 52 inches in height. Just to give you an idea of what
you can see by clicking on this link I’ll insert a miniature of it:
http://danwiz.com/Oct2008/VioletsSeenIn2008_Crop.pdf
I would
love nothing more than to have a full size poster printed of it, if you
know anybody in the poster business please let me know, okay?
Thanks in advance. The photo is in the next column.
In late April I started converting my DVD Collection to what is
called “Thinpak” cases. The thickness of a Thinpak case is 7 mm.
The thickness of a regular DVD case is 14 mm, so a Thinpak is exactly ½ as thick as a regular DVD case. I found a website where,

Fortunately for you, that’s the only violet photo I have picked
out from the trip. The next photo is some species of Anemone.
And the photo following that is a Trout Lily (Erythronium japonicum).
It was absolutely amazing how many Trout Lilies we found in the
woods just a few minutes walk from Kazuya’s house.
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The next day Kazuya’s father and mother took us to a park,
where we found a 6th new kind of violet and where we ate the lunch
which we took along with us. Then we drove to Mt. Zao and went to
this Caldera Lake area – the Okama Caldera. I’m going to show
you 2 pictures of that amazing area.

On the afternoon of the first day we were there Kazuya’s father
took us in the car to a cool looking waterfall and we found our 5th
new violet of the day too.

In that first photo, taken by Kazuya, it looks like I am standing
in front of some huge photo, but I can guarantee you that it is not
me standing in front of a photo, it is absolutely real! The 2nd photo
shows the Caldera with some zooming in. As you can see, the
th
Caldera Lake is still ice covered on this – the 4 of May.
th
The next day, the 5 , Kazuya and I went off on our own and
took the trains to a tiny place called Tsuya. We did not know what
we would find there, one thing we wanted to find was the Biggest
Willow Tree in Japan. We found it! It was impressive, but the photos of it are not so impressive. So, I’ll show you a picture of the tiny
train which serves Tsuya.

This was the very train which we rode, I took this picture after
we got off it. As you can see, this area is agricultural country with
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lots of mountains, and snow still remaining in the higher country.
We did not find a great deal in Tsuya besides the biggest willow
tree, so we did not spend too much time there. It was about a 45
minute hike from the train station to the biggest willow though, so
we pretty much killed ½ of the afternoon. Then we took a train back
to the nearest bigger city from Kazuya’s house and walked home
from there via a very round-about route. By the time we got home it
was nearly time for supper.
th
On Tuesday the 6 we returned home to Mitaka. My vacation
was nearly finished. At this time I was still continuing the DVD conversion to Thinpak Project. By the time it was more or less complete I had bought many ink cartridges for my color printer, many
empty DVD Thinpak Cases and several packs of color printer paper.
At this time I continue to convert as many newly arrived DVDs to
Thinpaks as I can find scanned covers for on that website I referred
to earlier.
th
On May 17 we went out to Mt Takao once again, this time in
search of Viola maximowicziana. This is one of the very last violets
to bloom in this area. We found it and got some pretty decent pictures, but I promised you I’d not include any more violet photos.
nd
On Thursday, the 22 , Kazuya had to work, but I did not, so I
went out to Mt. Hinode and camped out there. I just wanted to get
out of town and away from the house. It was nice. On Friday,
when I was hiking down, a different trail than I climbed up, I found
some really nice Viola maximowicziana flowers. I hiked past White
Rock Waterfall and it was pretty nice looking.
th
On the 24 we went to Horikiri Shobuen Iris Garden, but there
were not many Irises in bloom yet, to our disappointment. We,
looked at those which were blooming and then left there and
walked around.
th
th
On May 27 it was Kazuya’s 29 Birthday! What he wanted
for his birthday was the bookshelf, so that was already finished and
he thanked me for it again on his birthday. In addition I bought
some small specialty cakes for him (for us actually) and bought him
some new summer sleeping clothes.
th
On the 29 I started working on that Violets Collage which I
gave you a very small version of back on page 8.
That’s pretty much all that happened in May.
²

have been added to the Threatened and Endangered Plants List in
recent years. Below I’ll show you a Cremastra appendiculata orchid
flower.

And, the next shot is a Dendrobium moniliforme orchid shot. I
think this one gives you an idea of how many flowers can be found
in a single tree.

June Happenings
st

On June 1 Kazuya and I went to Ome on the Okutama Holiday Special Train. From there we walked to a famous Iris Garden –
Fukiage Iris Garden. The flowers were not yet at their peak, so the
admission was free on this day. We finished up there pretty quickly
because there was not much to see. I have inserted one picture –
a beautiful Iris Blossom.

Finally, on June 6th, I finished up working on that huge Violets
Collage which I have mentioned several times now.
th
On June 8 we went out to Mt. Takao in search of Dendrobium
moniliforme Orchids. This was the first year to see and photograph
them with my new camera. I took along my 1.5x adapter and we
got some really great pictures, obviously the best ever. It is just
amazing how those Cedar Trees have all of those orchids growing
in them. And, of course, people cannot steal them because they
are so high up in these huge old trees. The theft of wild plants is a
major problem here in Japan, it is the reason that so many plants

And here is one more shot for you.

Every time that we moved to a different spot and I put the lens
cap on the camera and then arrived at the new spot and took the
lens cap off the camera, the lens would instantly steam up because
the humidity was so high here under these huge Cedar Trees and
also beside a creek. So, this next shot shows you what I saw when
I looked through the viewfinder after getting set up with the tripod at
a new viewing spot. I have no idea why it ended up so incredibly
green, but I think this is a rather amazing shot. Maybe I should
have taken more than just this one picture, but this is the only
“steamy lens” shot I took.
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It’s really cool software and I have had the opportunity to use it
a few times already, for example when I installed software which I
ultimately decided I didn’t want to keep. You know that you can
uninstall software through the Control Panel, but the problem with
doing that is that the uninstall feature of programs always leaves
lots of useless files scattered around your HDD, and it generally
leaves empty folders behind – the uninstall feature never removes
all traces of software. So, this Acronis True Image is really nice for
that too – “Try and Decide” is what they call it.
On June 15th we returned to Fukiage Iris Garden in Ome and
the Irises were at their peak. I’ll show you one more picture. This
is called a “Hawks Claw Iris”, I think the reason for the name is
rather obvious.

This next shot – inserted here as a double column shot – is a
collage of Dendrobium moniliforme Orchid photos. Here you get to
see 7 of the best shots plus a nice background. These orchid
blooms are very short lived – they last about 10 – 14 days and
that’s it until next year.
On June 14th I got some kind of virus or spyware on my computer while searching for a DVD (pirated of course) of the “Sometimes A Great Notion” movie. This movie is an old favorite of mine
which has never been officially released on DVD, so I was ready to
buy a copy which somebody had transferred from VHS tape to DVD.
Well, my McAfee Virus Software said that it eliminated this virus,
but my computer kept crashing at random times for some days after
th
that, so on the 17 I reformatted and started with a re-install of everything. I really hate having to do that, so this time after I got everything installed and all of the settings the way I like them, I went
ahead and bought a copy of “Acronis True Image” software and
created an image of my “C:/”Drive. Whenever I install new software
or Windows Updates I wait a few days to be sure that everything is
still okay and then I create a new image file. The image file is
saved on an external drive and Acronis True Image allows you to
build a bootable CD so that you can load that CD and then reformat
the “C:/” Drive then open the image in their software and mirror it
back onto your Hard Drive and everything is exactly the way it was.

On the 21st we went to both Nogawa Park and also to Jindai
Botanical Garden, but I have no special pictures to show you from
that trip. We also went to a blueberry farm where you pick your
own blueberries. That was fun and also tasty.
Later on in the month I figured out how to write DL (Double
Layer) DVDs with my computer. I suppose you know that a DLDVD can hold 8.5 GB of data. I used several DL-DVDs to back up
my entire mass of data and image files. Very nice tool. Although
my computer’s built in DVD player/burner is capable of burning DLDVDs I never had software to do it. I bought Roxio Creator! Nice!
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So, in June I spent a bit of money on new software – the Acronis True Image, which has paid for itself many times over – and
Roxio Media Creator. Both very nice tools.
And that’s the end of happenings for June.
²

July Happenings
In July we didn’t do a whole heck of a lot of things. The first
th
adventure was on July 12 – Kazuya and I went out to Okutama
with a plan to climb Mt. Takanosu. We didn’t know if there would
be water there so we took all the water we needed for an overnight
trip, cooking supper and breakfast and everything else, so we had a
total of about 6 quarts of water with us, or about 12 pounds of water.
So, we hiked and hiked and we arrived at the summit of Mt. MuttsuIshi after about 5 hours of hiking – it should have taken us about 3
hours to get to that point. Much to our disappointment, we were already nearly dead so we both said “let’s just camp here”. Therefore,
we camped out at Mt. Muttsu-Ishi that night and we saw some deer.
It was a clear night and the sky was filled with stars. We saw an
orange colored variety of Indian Pipe (Monotropa sp.) too – let me
show you a picture of it.

Let me show you a picture of the summit area of Mt. MuttsuIshi too. That’s Kazuya standing there.

We had a pretty nice sunrise on the morning of July 13th at the
summit. Unfortunately I don’t have room for a sunrise picture in this
column, so it will appear in the next column.
On the way down the mountain my legs were really hurting. I
guess we were both in pretty poor condition, we didn’t climb enough
mountains this summer. So, the combination of being in poor condition plus carrying all of that water yesterday really took it out of us.
As we approached the bottom of the mountain we were walking
along a small and seldom used road. There, right beside the road,
we saw a Japanese Serow (Capricornis crispus). I have inserted 2
pictures in the next column. It was amazing how close that animal
came to us before it even realized that we were there. Then, it
jumped the guard rail and ran down the road for a while and then
disappeared into the woods. That was amazing.
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Our next outing in July was on the 26 . We went out to Sawai
and drank some Saké at the Saké Brewery tasting room and then
hiked up along the Upper Tama River. Not very strenuous, but a
fun thing to do. We saw some incredibly colored Day Lilies that day
– one photo below.

And that’s all for July.

²

August Happenings
On the 29th and 30th I had no classes – lucky me! Kazuya had
to work though, but I went out and climbed Mt. Takao and then
hiked to I-Ccho-Daira and camped out there. It was cooler up there
than it was down in the city, where it was so incredibly hot that I
thought I would melt. I didn’t see very much on the mountain, but at
least I escaped the heat! At this time the beautiful Mountain Lilies
were in bloom – I’ll show you one picture.

In August we had some pretty good adventures. On August
4th we went out to Mt. Mitake and went to the Rengeshouma place
for our annual trek to see those flowers (Anemonopsis macrophylla).
We got some excellent shots this year. I’ll show you one shot here
and if you want to see more you can visit the website.

And – I also got a nice shot of a butterfly.

On August 7th we went to Kazuya’s hometown in Yamagata
Prefecture again. It was summer vacation time and we both had a
few days off, so we decided to escape the terrible Tokyo heat and
go north. We took an afternoon Shinkansen this time – in the past
we have always taken the first one in the morning, but this time we
left on the 2:08 PM Shinkansen. That got us into the station near
Kazuya’s house at 5:43 PM and his father was waiting for us at the
station. We went to his house and talked and ate supper and so on.
We found out that his parents had several squash plants growing in
the garden, but they had never eaten squash blossoms before, so
the next morning Kazuya went out and picked a bunch of squash
blossoms and his mother made Squash Blossom Tempura – that
was heavenly. I’ll show you a picture of Tempura Squash Blossom
on the next page.
Also on the 8th we took trains to Sakata, where we had to go to
climb Mt. Chokai. I’ll show you one picture which I took from the
On the 30th I hiked down the Hikage Creek Trail and found train on the way to Sakata of some windmills. It’s on the next page
more butterflies. There was this one wet spot in the trail and sev- below the squash blossoms. You may or may not remember that
eral of this kind of butterfly (below) were congregating. They were we climbed that mountain back in 2005 and we got rained on from
about the mid-point of the climb the rest of the way to the summit
very wary, but I managed to get this one excellent shot.
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nd
snowfield which we had to cross on our way to the summit, and
and then it also rained on us while we were coming down on the 2
day. Well, this time we were much more fortunate on our Mt. Cho- then a photo of us on the very summit of the mountain.
kai climb. This is a pretty high mountain – 7,336 feet (2,236 meters), so it’s enough work that nice weather is really great to have.
th
On the 9 we got up early at the hotel in Sakata where we
stayed overnight and we took the bus to the trailhead for Mt. Chokai.
We had beautiful weather and stopped for many pictures.

We arrived at the trail head and started climbing the mountain
at about 9:40 AM. We saw incredible scenery the whole way up the
trail and incredible flowers too. Here (below) is a shot of a thistle
which grows only on Mt. Chokai (Cirsium chokaiense).

We arrived at the summit hut at around 3:40 PM, so it was a 6
hour climb to the summit hut. We got checked in (we had made
reservations in advance) and got our little sleeping area assigned to
us and then after resting up for a while we decided to go up to the
summit to watch the sunset. In the next column you can find a
photo of the summit from the trail which we hiked up, a photo of a

Do we look happy in this picture? Well, we are, this summit is
a happy achievement. We stayed here on the summit until well
past sunset and we saw some incredible sights. It was so clear that
we could see the Sea of Japan and islands and the sun setting over
the sea and reflecting on the water and it was very special, as you
can see in the next picture. We were rather surprised that more
people did not come up to the summit for the sunset. We surmised
that they mostly wanted to see the sunrise. HA!! I’m sure that they
were disappointed because when we woke up the next morning it
was 100% cloudy and foggy and miserably cold and we decided to
stay in bed while all of those people went up to the summit to watch
the fog. At that point we were very pleased that we had decided to
go up to the summit for the sunset. Our choice was one which I am
sure more people ended up wishing that they had made too. Oh
well, too bad for them.
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The picture above is the one I mentioned previously – looking
out from the summit of Mt. Chokai at Tobishima (Tobi Island) with
the setting sun reflecting on the sea.
We both got severely sunburned on this trek. Our faces arms
necks and my legs (I was wearing short pants until 4:00 PM on the
first day) were really hurting. OUCH!
On August 10th we got back to the bus stop at around 11:00
AM and finally got back to Kazuya’s home at around 5:15 PM. The
first thing we did was buy some vinegar and pat it on our sunburn.
th
On the 11 we hung close to home and father took us out to a
watermelon farm where we bought a bunch of watermelons. We
also went to an “all you can eat” soba noodle restaurant – an excellent lunch, I must say. We decided to climb Mt. Gassan on the following day (6,509 feet = 1,984 meters) so Kazuya called and made
reservations in that summit hut.
th
So, on the 12 we got up at Kazuya’s house at 5:00 AM and
started preparing to leave. We left at around 6:10 AM and took
trains and buses and finally get to a lift which takes us a little ways
up the mountain. We took the lift up to the starting point of our hike
and started hiking at around 11:00 AM, from the south side of Mt.
Gassan. We finally arrived at the summit hut at around 3:00 PM,
On the 13th we got up at 4:00 AM to catch the sunrise, but it
after seeing lots of incredible scenery and flowers. Below you can was so clear that it was not very spectacular. Here is one shot
see one particularly impressive flower – this is in the edelweiss fam- taken at 6:20 AM with the sun reflecting off a tiny puddle and makily, it is Leontopodium fauriei. Now I understand why edelweiss is ing an interesting reflection.
often talked about in European mountain climbing tales. This flower
is all dried up, but it still looks pretty nice. I would love to see it
when it first starts flowering.

We hiked all around the summit area after we got checked into
the summit hut. There is also a shrine on the summit and we went
into it and looked around. We were absolutely amazed at the number and variety of alpine flowers still blooming at this late date. We
took lots of pictures of flowers, scenery and so on. The clouds kept
coming and going and therefore the scenery kept changing and we
just couldn’t stop ourselves from taking way too many pictures. The
next photo is a small snowfield with steam rising from it. Pretty cool
looking. The photo after that is a very weird sun at sunset time.
The clouds look like liquid lava or something, no?
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We got to a bus stop at around 9:15 AM and caught a 9:30 AM
bus to the train station. We hiked down the north side of the mountain (recall that we hiked up the south side of the mountain), so the
scenery was all 100% new for us. Very nice scenery, but I just can’t
put any more pictures in here. We finally arrived back at Kazuya’s
house at around 3:15 PM, unpacked our packs and showered and
shaved – our first shave since we started this adventure several
days ago!
th
On the 14 we took a LONG HIKE. First of all Kazuya’s
mother took us to the local hot spring and after our soak we decided to walk the long way home. After we left the hot spring we
saw this cute little frog beside the road.

On the 13th of the month we took quite a long train ride and
went to Hidaka City for the annual Cluster Amaryllis Festival. Just
one problem, we were too early and the Cluster Amaryllis were far
from their peak. There were so few blooms, in fact, that they were
not even charging money to get into the riverside area yet. We got
some nice photos, but not great enough to include here, at least not
of Cluster Amaryllis. I’ll share an interesting photo of a chestnut
with you though.

We didn’t finally get back to the house until around 4:30 PM or
so! This was our last day at Kazuya’s home. The weather had
been very pleasant – much cooler than Tokyo – and mostly clear
blue skies.
We woke up on the 15th to rain – a good day to head for home
I guess. We got home at around 3:00 PM and worked on unpacking, downloading pictures to our computers and labeling them and
so on.
The rest of the month we did not do anything worth mentioning,
so I guess that’s it for August.
²

September Happenings
In September we did not do a whole heck of a lot of stuff. On
th
the 7 we went to Jindai Botanical Garden.
I’ll also share this incredible shot of Lotus seed heads with you.
This park grows lots of Lotus, I don’t know why. It must be beautiful
when they are all in bloom, but it’s also incredible when the seed
heads are swaying back in forth in the breeze.

Just above you can see a picture of the famous Pampas
Grass at the Botanical Garden. This shot was taken from quite a
distance away, looking through the trees and using my telephoto
lens. Looks pretty nice, eh.
This year Kazuya and I went to Jindai Botanical Garden many
times, thanks to the purchase of the year pass, which I mentioned
in February’s happenings. We’ll most likely go at least once more
this year.
Below you can see one more photo which we took on that day
– this is Cymbidium nipponicum – a saprophytic orchid species.

And, there is one more photo from this day which I would like
to share with you. The Cosmos Flowers were out in force, so here
is one photo of Kazuya standing in front of a field of Cosmos Flowers. Usually we go to a different park at the end of October to get
our great Cosmos photos, but we didn’t make it out there this year.
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On Saturday, the 11 , we headed out for Kusatsu in Gunma
Prefecture. Kusatsu is a Hot Spring center! There are Hot Springs
scattered all over the town. Due to traffic conditions, we did not arrive at Kusatsu until about 1:40 PM, but no big problem, it was a 3
day weekend. On that day we went to a few of the Hot Springs
around the town and also went to soak at the huge Outdoor Hot
Spring (Rotenboro). We stayed at a Youth Hostel for 2 nights.
th
On Sunday, the 12 we took a bus up the mountain to Mt. Shirane, where there is a large and beautifully colored caldera. I have
inserted a larger size panorama photo, but it is on the following
page – check it out now if you want to. Aren’t those colors absolutely incredible?! And, it was cold there too – it is 2,160 meters
(=7,087 feet) there and there was a cold wind. There was ice from
rime or hoarfrost on the ropes which you can see in the next picture
of Kazuya at the overlook.

So, this is the best shot of Cosmos from this year.
On Sunday, the 14th, we went to Jindai Hot Spring for the day.
It is a nice hot spring and they have a nice room for laying down for
a siesta after you soak for a while.
rd
Tuesday, the 23 , was a National Holiday to celebrate the Autumnal Equinox and we went to Showa-Kinen park – that’s the park
where we usually get the most incredible Cosmos Flower pictures
because they have an entire hillside of them. Unfortunately we
were a tad bit early for the peak this year and none of the pictures
we got are that impressive.
th
On Saturday the 27 we went to Nogawa Park, the park very
close to our house, to see what we could find. To our surprise we
found that Nogawa Park has quite a good size field of Cluster Amaryllis. Either we had never happened to visit there at the proper
time, or else it is something new. We assume we just never happened to go there at the right time of the year, it does not look new.

And that concludes the month of September.

You can’t see the ice, but believe me, it is there – and this was
at 10:48 AM, so most of it was already melted off.

²

October Happenings
In October I had several “Intensive” type classes with Chugai
Pharmaceutical Company. By Intensive they mean just that – they
are intensive! Essentially that means an entire day of English Class.
So, these classes ran 7.5 hours on Fridays and then a final 7.0
hours on the following Monday. The overall goal of the class was to
impart Presentation and Meeting Skills to the students. Each class
was 5 persons and over the course of the 2 days they had to deliver
5 presentations and participate in 2 meetings. It was very intense,
it took a lot of preparation and a lot of work. Even though I have
taught several different Presentation Skills classes in the 7.5 years I
have been here, this class was quiet different and they had a
schedule which was very tight, so we teachers (there were 3 or 4
different and separate classes at the same time) had a lot to accomplish. Then, at the end of each day Chugai required us to attend a meeting and talk about the students and how the class had
gone. I taught 5 of these classes, the final one ending on December 1st. It was nice to be finished on December 1st too!!

This next photo (above) is a small mountain ash bush, already
showing the most amazing colors.
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And here (above) is another shot which shows the amazing
red colors which we were lucky enough to see here.
The next photo, showing more incredible colors, is a blueberry
plant. We managed to get a few handfuls of blueberries and enjoy
eating them – they were so sweet. After we finished looking around
Mt. Shirane and the caldera we hiked around a small lake and out
to Mt. Moto-Shirane. On that hike we saw more great colors and
managed to eat lots of blueberries and cranberries. We saw lots of
crowberries too, but they are not very tasty, so we only ate a few of
them.

The next photo (next column) shows you a small lake with a
chimney rock and some very nice fall colors. This was on the trail
to Mt. Moto-Shirane.
The 2nd photo in the next column – that amazing red patch – is
a blueberry patch. This was behind the rope which protects this
very fragile environment, so we did not go and eat ourselves sick
here.
So, we hiked out to Mt. Moto-Shirane and we saw lots of beautiful reds and oranges and we had a great time. We ate lunch at Mt.
Moto-Shirane – a lunch which we took with us, there certainly are
not any restaurants on that mountain. There are restaurants at the
base of Mt. Shirane, where the trail up to the caldera overlook begins, but we just bought some bottles of tea and other drinks from
the vending machines at that place. Everything is always ridiculously expensive at those restaurants at popular tourist spots because they know that they have a captive market – if you’re hungry
it’s not like you exactly have a choice of where to eat at. The food
quality is always quite marginal too. So, it’s best not to eat at those
places if it can be avoided.

After we hiked to Mt. Moto-Shirane we hiked to a place where
we could take a ropeway part way down the mountain. If you recall,
I mentioned that we took a bus up to the Mt. Shirane Trail. The
ropeway is about 1 mile from that point, so we decided – after the
Mt. Moto-Shirane hike – to take the ropeway down. From the bottom of the ropeway we had a choice of a bus back down to Kusatsu
Town or hike – at least part of the way. We were enjoying the fall
colors, the weather, and being outdoors in the clean and cool air so
we decided to find the trail which would take us all the way back
down to the town. We found it and started hiking down it and seeing as this was lower elevation than the mountains, we even found
some flowers still blooming. We also were lucky enough to run
across a Japanese Serow once again. On the next page you can
see the photo of the very closest shot of it.
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On October 30th I put away the Big Bertha fan for this year and
As you can see, I took this photo through the bushes, this was
after it finally decided to leave the trail. It just walked along in front got out the heater. We had not used the fan in about a month anyof us for quite a while.
way, but it goes in the same closet as the heater, so I waited until it
When we finally got to the final stretch above Kusatsu Town – was time to get out the heater before putting the fan away.
just above one of the several ski areas – we found a nice field of
And that ends October.
²
Pampas Grass and I’ll share one of those photos with you.

November Happenings
nd

On November 2 we went out to Mitake on the Okutama Holiday Special Train and climbed Mt. Mitake and then hiked from there
to Mt. Hinode. The primary item we were searching for on this day
was “Senburi” or Swertia japonica. This is one of the very last flowers to bloom before winter sets in. In past years we had found a
few of them at Mt. Hinode, so we were hoping to find them again
today – and we did! We found them in numbers which we had
never seen before. I guess it’s a good year for Senburi. I’ll show
you one picture. Isn’t this a cute little flower?

The following day, October 13th, we headed for home. We
took a 9:30 AM bus headed for Tokyo – the bus was sold out, if we
had not made reservations we would not have been able to ride it
as they do not allow anybody to stand – they only sell as many tickets as there are seats. We got home at around 3:15 PM and
started the long process of getting caught up.
th
On October 18 we went to Nogawa Park again, but there are
no photos which are worthy of your attention.
th
On the 19 we were out bicycling around and Kazuya noticed
signs which indicated that it was the Chofu Airport’s Annual festival,
so we stopped by there and looked around. Chofu Airport is a little
tiny thing which handles commuter flights and flights to the local isAfter we finished up on Mt. Hinode and had eaten the lunch
lands off the coast south of Tokyo (look at your map). The Festival which Kazuya prepared for us, we headed down to Tsuru-Tsuru Hot
was not very interesting, but we ate lunch there and that was good. Spring. On the way down the trail we found this interesting looking
Then we kept bicycling and ended up at Ange Garden – a plant with it’s picturesque seed heads.
rather small garden near Chofu City. We found lots of fall flowers
there and in particular they grow a lot of a plant which does not
even need soil to grow in. It is popular for hanging on porches in
the fall. That plant is Colchicum autumnale. I’m not going to show
you a picture of it here, if you want to see it, you can check out the
website for October’s photos.
I will show you only one more photo from October (next column) and that is a Dahlia. The Ange Garden had lots of Dahlias
growing too. This shot exhibited one of the most interesting colors I
have ever seen in a Dahlia. Oh, they also had little tiny pumpkins
sitting around everywhere, so we took one of those to bring home
for a fall decoration. We have it sitting on the TV stand, and on this
date (December 11th) it is still in good shape.
th
On October 25 we went to Jindai Botanical Garden again, but
I have no special pictures to share with you. We took quite a few,
but none of them are really special.
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We also happened to find some Fall Lindou plants and flowers and took lots of photos. Then we continued hiking upriver until we
(Gentiana scabra var. buergeri) and I’ll show you one picture of that got to a logical turn around spot and then we hiked back downriver
to the Ginkgo again. The sun angle had changed enough so that
flower.
we had to take another hundred pictures! So, this first shot was
taken at 11:50 AM and then next one was taken at 1:45 PM.

We finally got down to Tsuru-Tsuru Hot Spring and soaked in
their hot water for an hour or two and then took the bus to the train
station and headed for home.
On November 15th we took another trip to Jindai Botanical
Garden – we assumed that their displays of Chrysanthemums
would be in full bloom by this date and we were not disappointed.
You can find several Chrysanthemum shots on the website, but I’ll
just include one of them here – a composite of the “Chrysanthemum Waterfall”. Isn’t it amazing how they can do this!

On Friday, the 21st, Kazuya had to work, but I had no classes
and I decided to go out to Mt. Takao and check out the fall colors.
They were pretty good, but no photos are great enough to be included here.
nd
On the 22 Kazuya and I went out to Sawai and Mitake, on
the Upper Tama River to check out the fall colors in that area. We
found them to be wonderful. We arrived out at Sawai, the home of
the Sawanoi Saké Brewery at about 9:00 AM and the Saké tasting
room does not open until 10:30 AM, so we killed some time hiking
around the immediate area.

We found amazing fall colors and I have picked out only 3
photos which I want to show you. The first one is above – a beautiful red maple. The next two both feature the famous Mitake Ginkgo
Tree with the Red Maples in the foreground. We took SO MANY
photos of this Ginkgo Tree. We passed by it in the late morning

rd

On Sunday, the 23 , we went to Nogawa Park, near our house,
but the fall colors there were nothing worth talking about.
th
On Saturday the 29 I had a 3 hour class and on the way to
that class I bought an iPhone. I had visited the store 4 times now
and talked about them and priced the various plans and so on and
so on. In addition I had done a lot of internet research on them and
one of my fellow teachers has one, so I was able to ask him all
about them. So, I finally bought one. My old cell phone, 2 years old,
was already on its last legs and had several small problems with it.
So, my iPhone number is 090-3915-7130 if you want to call me. My
iPhone e-mail is danwiz47outdoors@i.softbank.jp if you want to email me on it.
th
On Sunday the 30 Kazuya and I went to Jindai Botanical
Garden once again for fall colors.
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The next picture, below, shows another fine fall color scene inThe picture just above was just outside the gate of Jindai Botanical Garden – it shows a great contrast of a yellow ginkgo tree, a side of Sourousen Garden. Aren’t those some brilliant reds?! The
amazing thing on this day was how differently things looked when a
red maple and a very blue sky.
cloud went over the sun – at that time there was nothing to be excited about at all.

And, above, are the final two photos from the visit to Jindai Botanical Garden. The first photo is an area of beautiful maple trees
This next picture (above) shows a scene looking through a
and the lower photo is a reflection of Bald Cypress (Taxodium distihole in the lower forest canopy at the higher forest canopy, which
chum) on the pond.
And that ends November, now on to the final month of the year, had the brilliant colors.
but this is only December 14th, so I can’t quite finish this up – at
least not quite yet.
²

December Happenings
th

On December 6 Kazuya and I went out on another fall color
tour on our bicycles. The first place we went was a place we’d
never been to before. The picture below shows the roof of the gate
area of Sourousen Garden with lots of yellow leaves on it.

The photo just above is the first photo taken at a different
place – Tonogayato Garden, where we bicycled to after we finished
up looking around at Sourousen Garden. We also went to
Tonogayato Garden last year, so you can see more (and slightly
more colorful) pictures of it last year too if you want to – either on
the website or else in last year’s Annual Letter if you want to look at
it again. Below you can find an additional three photos taken at
Tonogayato Garden. The first one shows you some brilliant red
colors and the second one shows you some brilliant orange colors.
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over the top of it. They build these snow protector things over the
tops of all of the high value trees around here.
On December 7th we went out to Okutama Lake, on the Okutama Holiday Special Train for one final fall color trip. Unfortunately,
though, all of the leaves were already gone out at Okutama Lake.
The first photo, just below, shows you the bare trees. This is quite
a contrast to the photos just above, eh!

And this final shot from December 7th shows you Okutama
Lake with the sun reflecting off its surface.
th
And that’s all I have for this year. Today is December 14 and
this weekend we didn’t do anything special – we went Christmas
shopping to try and find presents for each other, but we were not
successful. Gee, I really don’t know what to get Kazuya this year.
th
In less than a week we will be celebrating our 7 anniversary (since
the day we met). We are still happy together and have learned to
live with each other’s idiosyncrasies pretty well. I’ve been to his
home in Funagata several times now and his parents have never
asked if there is anything more about us besides roommates. They
must understand something though, as he is now 29 years old and
they are kind enough to not ask him if he has a girl friend, when
he’s going to get married or any other embarrassing questions similar to that.
Well, I guess I’ll end for this year as it’s doubtful that there are
going to be any more incredible happenings this year. If anything
else significant happens then you will be able to see those photos
on next month’s website. I’d like to get this posted to the website
so that you can download it sometime before Christmas and have it
to read over the holidays.
So – MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR to all of
you from Kazuya and myself!
²

& Kazuya
This shot, just above, shows a pond (look closely), a yellow
leaved maple tree and a nice pine tree with a snow protector built
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This year it’s
th
February Happenings
November 14 when
I am writing these
th
Unfortunately, there isn’t a whole lot to say about February eifirst words of the 15
Volume of this An- ther. We went to a new Hot Spring not too far from our home, it
nual Letter. I know was disappointing though.
One thing that I really started working on pretty intensively was
that I have said it every year in recent years, but
Where??
th
?
it absolutely amazes me that this is the 15 converting my DVD Collection to Thinpak cases. Normal DVD
cases have a 14 mm spine width.
year of this same basic format! The arrow
Been There!
Thinpak cases are 7 mm in width,
sign image, the backgrounds, the headers
so by converting to Thinpak, a
and so on remain the same for another year. I
collection takes up exactly ½ the
have all of the previous issues saved in a
G oing T here
?
shelf space which it did before.
PDF file, just in case you’d like to see them
Of course there are some things
all from the previous years! In fact, the
which can’t be converted because
composite PDF file, including all letters from
the booklets or whatever which
2002 through this one, are now on the website and
come with the DVD are too thick
you can download the entire “book” if you want to do
to fit into a Thinpak case. Then,
so. Once again, I’m going to tell the story of the year
there are 6 disc sets and so on
with pictures as much as I possibly can and then I’ll
too. What about the artwork you
create a PDF file and put it on the website, where
ask? Well, there are internet sites
you can download it at your convenience. If you
which have DVD artwork, both
prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but before asking me to
original and custom. Much of the
do so please ensure that you have a sufficient space allocation to
available artwork is already availbe able to receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so when you print this
able in Thinpak size and what is
on your printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader and Letter Size Paper
not available can easily be conbe sure that the “Fit to Page” box is checked. Okay? Okay! Let’s
verted to Thinpak dimensions in
get started!
²
Photoshop. It takes some little bit
of time to resize the individual
January Happenings
items which appear on the spine
so that it is reduced in both width
Well, on the first of the year we were again at Kazuya’s house
and height, but it’s not too time
in Funagata town in Yamagata Prefecture, but by the end of the day
consuming. If you’re not exactly
we were back home. Kazuya and his father had a fight and he told
following what I am talking about
his father he’ll never come home again! So…
take a look to the left – the little
We didn’t do much during the month of January, but there is
photo of Tom Hanks must be
one picture which I want to share with you. The beautiful picture
reduced in both dimensions by
below of a Plum Blossom was taken on January 25th at Jindai Bo50% or else he ends up with a tall,
tanical Garden; that’s the Botanical Garden which is only a 15 minbut skinny head. The logos and
ute bicycle ride from our house.
etc. must also be reduced
proportionately. The spine on the
left is for a normal 14 mm case and the one on the right is for a 7
mm Thinpak case.
Below is another way to save space. The 3 DVD Sets on the
left consumed 11.75 inches of shelf space, after moving all of them
to 6 disc cases (on the right) they only used 3.65 inches of shelf
space.

2009 Draws
to a Close!

Sorry, there just isn’t much to say about the month of January
– we didn’t do a lot of things. But, it’s good if I can end these early
months of the year with little said about them because there is a
So, I spent a lot of time in February beginning the conversion
LOT to say about some of the later months this year. For example,
August and September. So, that’s it for January.
² of my collection to Thinpak cases and also figuring out other space
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saving methods. By the time I finished, I had cleared 2 or 3 shelves
in my cabinet. It’s nice. Now, as soon as I order a new DVD I go to
the cover artwork sites and find some new artwork for what I have
ordered.
Other photos for February? Well, you probably don’t want to
see any more photos of Plum Blossoms, right? How about a photo
of Shibateranthis pinnatifida? That’s one of our earliest small
spring flowers and it’s always such a pleasure to find the first one of
the season, then we know that spring will not be too far off.

I posted it on the website along with some comparison photos
to show how much it has grown since we rescued it back in 2005.
This year it had 16 blossoms. Amazing!
On March 13th Kazuya and I went out to Hikage Creek, a place
where we always find the first amazing spring flowers. We hiked
from Takao Station all the way to Hikage Creek, up the trail to Mt.
Kobotoke-Shiro and then out to Mt. Kagenobu and down that trail
back to a bus stop. We found many violet flowers, Cymbidium orchid flowers and actually ended up keeping 281 photos. I know that
you probably don’t want to see a dozen photos of violets so I’ll
show you some different flowers. Below you can find 2 species of
Anemone. The top one is Anemone flaccida, although it is not very
nd
flaccid in this photo. The 2 one is Anemone raddeana. You can
see the difference quite easily I think. If we go out to Hikage Creek
just at the right time we can find large patches of both of these
beautiful flowers along the creek. I wish you could see and hike
along this creek with us in the spring – it is so amazing to see all of
the flowers.

The above photo was taken in Nogawa Park on February 14th.
And, that’s it for February.
²

March Happenings
In March we started finding more spring flowers and also getting out and doing more stuff, so there is more to talk about and
more to show you.
th
The first real thing I did in March was on March 12 when I
took some photos of the Cymbidium goeringii orchid which we have
growing on our porch. I worked for several hours in Photoshop and
created this beautiful image which you can see below.

Then on March 15th we went out to Hinatawada, past Ome on
the Ome Train Line and went to a Plum Blossom Park called Yoshino Baigo. We have gone out there every year for the past few
years. Sometimes we hit it when the Plum Blossoms are really nice,
some years we are a bit too early and some years we are a bit too
late. This year we were just a tiny bit too early. Seeing as Plum
Blossoms, however, continue for a few weeks we hit it at an okay
time. The signs told us that they were at about 70% of peak. Well,
there is not room on this page to insert the 2 pictures I have for you
from Yoshino Baigo so I’ll tell you about our next outing before you
can see the Plum Blossom shots.
On Friday, March 20th we went for a walk and found a bunch of
Morel Mushrooms – the first batch of this year. We came home
and cleaned them and went out and bought a couple of steaks to
cook and eat with Morel Mushrooms. Umm, YUMMY! A meal fit for
a king! We are so very fortunate to live right where we live and to
be able to find Morel Mushrooms every spring. Every year we get
to eat them 2 or 3 times too.
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On March 30 we went out to the Takao area, but not Mt.
Okay, right below this are the 2 pictures of Plum Blossoms
nd
taken at Yoshino Baigo. The 2 photo was taken from the same Takao. We hiked up Ogesawa Creek and found the first Takao Vioplace as the first one, it is merely zoomed in more. I wish you could lets (Viola yezoensis f. discolor) of the season today. That is the
violet with the dark purple leaves. Let me give you a photo.
see this in person.

And that’s all for March.

²

April Happenings
I have already selected 9 photos from the month of April which
I want to show you. Let me insert the first one right now.

On the 21st we went out to Mt. Takao again and took lots of
pictures, but I’m not going to show you any of them. It was mostly a
violet day.
th
The next outing was on March 28 – a trip to Nogawa Park. I
have to give you the first violet photo here – it is a wonderfully full
flowered Viola grypoceras.
This photo (above) was taken near our house by Kazuya on
April 8th. It is, of course, Cherry Blossoms and the full moon. On
rd
April 3 I gave Kazuya a new camera for an early Birthday present.
th
th
His Birthday is not until May 27 , but by May 27 the violets and
several other flowers will be pretty much finished, so I gave it to him
early so that he could have and enjoy it for the early spring flower
season. The photo above was one of the first ones he took with it.
At first he didn’t like it, but when he started getting photos like this
he quickly started to love it.

On March 28th we went and hiked around the ICU campus
nd
again and got our 2 batch of Morel Mushrooms for the season and
ate with steak and potatoes again.
th
On March 29 we went to Koishikawa Botanical Garden to enOn April 10th we went out to the Tama Forest Science garden
joy the Cherry Blossoms and eat our lunch sitting under the Cherry
Blossoms. It was a great day, but kind of chilly.
at Takao – that is a place where we go to see and photograph

4
Cherry Blossoms in the spring. We took quite a few photos and you
can find several of them on the website. The photo above is a collage showing both of us with Plum Blossoms around us.
th
Then, on April 11 we went out to Mitake and hiked the Takamizu 3 mountains trail. That is a place where we go to find violets. Last year we found some interesting hybrid violets there and
we were hoping to find the same ones again – and maybe some
additional ones. For some reason that is an area where weird hybrids can be found. The first photo below is a hybrid which is called
the Okutama Violet. The scientific name is Viola X savatieri. We
had never been fortunate enough to find this violet before. We
were kind of shocked to find it here and we took LOTS of photos of
it. It has such a beautiful pinkish-violet colored flower.

At the summit of Mt. Iwatakeishi we found another hybrid violet,
the same one we found here last year, but last year we were too
late to see it in prime flowering condition. This year we came here
earlier and it was beautiful. It is Viola X taradakensis var. eizalacea.
This is the only place we have ever found this violet. Here it is.

2009 Reporter
The photo just before this shows 2 very different colors of a
single violet. This is Viola tokubuchiana var. takedana. It was
rather amazing to see these two very contrasting colors of it – we
had never seen it like this before. Very pretty.
As we walked around this little semi-hidden valley searching
quietly for flowers Kazuya motioned to me that he heard something.
We remained very still for a while and lo and behold, a Kamoshika
(Japanese Serow or Capricornis crispus) appeared from behind the
trees and bushes. Seeing as it was still early spring it still had it’s
winter coat and it was quite beautiful.

That was the final incredible thing which we sighted on April
11th. I think you’ll have to agree – this was quite an amazing day.
th
On April 12 we went out to another spot where we find great
flowers and we found them again this year. We kept 244 photos
th
from April 12 , so maybe you want to consider yourself fortunate
that I am not going to show you another ½ dozen violet flower photos. Ha!
th
On April 17 , a Friday, neither of us had any work so we
headed off for a 3 day weekend. We took several different trains
and ended up at a small town to the north called Maki. From Maki
we took a city bus to the base of Mt. Kakuda and climbed that 481.7
meter mountain. It is very close to the Sea of Japan, so we had
great views of the Ocean and we also found several flowers. We
stayed the night in a business hotel in the town of Yoshida.
th
On the 18 we took another city bus to the back side of Mt.
Kakuda and climbed it again. So, we started right at the beach.
Below is a shot from along the trail when we were part-way up the
mountain. You can see the beautiful Sea of Japan, several blooming Cherry Trees and a lighthouse down on the lower right. It truly
was a beautiful place to be. The mountainous land you can see in
the background is Sado-shima (Sado Island). We talked about going out there, but we didn’t do it.

We also ate our lunch here and then we continued on. At Mt.
Takamizu itself, we know kind of a secret place down in a valley
there where we find lots of exciting flowers.

On April 19th we had to head back towards home. We had
found lots of beautiful violets and even some new kinds of violets,
but we had not yet found any yellow flowered ones, which was one
th
thing which we really wanted to find. So, on the 19 , as we were on
the way back home we just decided to get off the train at a place
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named Ojiya and do a search there for some yellow violets. While
Kazuya was in the Station toilet I studied the local map outside of
the station and found a likely looking road to hike towards. Kazuya
approved of my choice and we started hiking towards there. We
found the road shown on the map and hiked up it a ways and –
amazingly – on the other side of this pretty large creek we could
see yellow violets! We found a way across the creek and found so
very many Viola brevistipulata Violets that it was shocking. We had
seen this violet in a park once before, but never in the wild. We
were so excited.

2009 Reporter
ested in it. If you want to see photos of that violet (Viola eizanensis
var. simplicifolia) then please visit the website and look at April
2009’s photos. This was an interesting weekend in Nagano Prefecture. We saw lots of new places and had a great time.
And, that’s all for April 2009.
²

May Happenings
The very first weekend of May – May 1st – we headed out once
again. We left for Kawaguchi Lake early in the morning. First we
found Viola variegata var. nipponica – a fairly rare violet. We hiked
up this trail to a ridge which led us to Mt. Kurotake and on the trail
we found an amazing number of violets which were new to us. We
had spent time around Kawaguchi Lake in the past, and even in this
area, but we’d never found anything like we saw on this day as far
as the variety of new violets. I want to show you this incredible
photo of a Trout Lily which we found on the side of the mountain.
The pattern in the center of the flower looks like some kind of North
American Indian painting.

I also want to show you one violet flower from the hike. We so
rarely see 2 kinds of violets which we can get in the same photo
that this image is pretty nice. The 2 violets are a Viola orientalis
(the yellow one) and a Viola grypoceras (the purple one).

The above photo does not show you flower detail, but it gives
you an idea of how prolific these flowers were in this area. If you
would like to see more photos of this violet please go visit the website and peruse the April 2009 photos.
The next weekend, April 24th, 25th and 26th, we headed north
again. This time we went to a mountain where we hoped to find yet
another new violet for us. I’m only going to show you one photo
from the entire weekend – it was taken from the summit of Mt. Narukami (980 meters = 3,214 feet) in Nagano Prefecture.

The next photo (next page) is obviously Mt. Fuji. With a cherry
tree in front of it and Kawaguchi Lake behind the cherry tree. This
photo was taken by Kazuya with his new camera. I shot the same
photo, but his came out better than mine.
On May 2nd we left Kawaguchi Lake and headed north to a
place called Fujimi, in Nagano Prefecture. We were, of course, going there in search of spring beauty. We got off the train at a place
called Shinano-Sakai and hiked around for a couple of hours to
search for violets. The best photo we got from those few hours is
this one (next page below the one of Mt. Fuji) of Viola rossi. Usually we just find this one with single flowers, so it was a shock to
We DID find the violet which we were searching for, but I won’t find one with so many flowers. We ended this day with 168 photos
show you any photos of it because I think you aren’t really inter- which we kept.
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Our next outing in May began (and ended) on May 9th. We
climbed Mt. Takao and Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro. Although we kept 129
photos from that day there are none which are spectacular to insert
into this letter. There are some on the web if you care to look.
th
The next day, May 10 , we climbed Mt. Mitake hiking along a
new trail for us – we went through Ootaru Pass. We, of course,
saw lots of violets, but I won’t force any of them upon you. The
most interesting shot was Ootaru pass itself (below).

The next thing we did in May was on the following Friday – the
15th – we climbed Mt. Kumotori. At 2,017.7 meters (= 6,620 feet) Mt.
Kumotori is the highest mountain in what is considered Tokyo. It
th
was the 6 time we had climbed it. It is an impressive mountain, although the trail is long and tiring. By the time we take a train for
about an hour and 30 minutes, and then a bus for about another 45
minutes the earliest we can start climbing is about 9:30 AM. We
can get to Mt. Nanatsu-ishi (1,757 m = 5,765 ft) by around 1:30 PM
and eat lunch. Then, we can continue onward at around 2:00 PM
and finally get to the summit of Mt. Kumotori at around 4:15 PM.
We always see wildlife on Mt. Kumotori. This time we saw
monkeys – which we sometimes see, but never as close as this
That night we stayed at a Youth Hostel which was within walk- time (photo below). Of course this was taken with a telephoto lens
ing distance of a Hot Spring, so we walked there after the Youth too – the monkey was not THIS close!
Hostel supper and spent about 3 hours in the Hot Spring relaxing
our weary muscles. It was nice.
The next day we climbed Mt. Nyukasa (1,955 meters = 6,414
feet). We were far enough north so that we were a bit early for
mountain flowers, but the scenery was amazing. We could see
snow covered peaks the entire 360 degrees around us from the
summit of Mt. Nyukasa (one example shown below). We ate lunch
there and then headed back down by a different route than we
came up. We found a few more flowers on the way down, but nothing to brag about.

The following day we headed for home and stopped at some
places on the way. One of those places was a huge outdoor Hot
Spring on a mountain in Yamanashi Prefecture. It was nice. We
arrived home at around 8:00 PM. We only kept 97 photos from today. It was kind of cloudy.

After we achieved the summit we relaxed and within just a few
moments we had deer visitors. We always see deer on Mt. Kumotori. It’s amazing how many deer there are on this mountain.
Sometimes we see nice bucks, but generally we see more does.
The bucks are more careful than the does. This time we did not
take our tent with us – we stayed in the summit shelter. Seeing as
we climbed on a Friday rather than Saturday, we hoped that the hut
would not be too packed with people. It wasn’t – there were only 2
other people besides ourselves. It was the first time we’d even entered the summit hut there – it is very nice and very well built. It is
unmanned, unheated, no electricity or anything, but it is a roof over
your head and 4 walls. It was a change for us to not have to carry
the tent with us. It made things easier than ever before. In the
evening, after darkness came, we saw some nice buck deer with
our very bright Surefire flashlights. We also sighted a marten!
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We woke up the next morning to 100% cloudiness! There
was no sunrise to be seen. We did not have a good sunset the
night before either, we always hope for an incredible sunset on Mt.
Kumotori. We hiked down by a different route than we had ever
taken before and that route took us across the tops of 4 different
mountains. We also found a violet which we had never seen before.
It was a good, if very strenuous hike. Due to the cloudiness none of
the photos on that day (we did keep 170 of them) are fantastic
enough to show you, sorry.
The next weekend we attended the 2009 Tokyo Pride Festival.
Usually there is a Gay Pride Parade in August in Tokyo, but this
year there was not – only this festival in May – when the weather
was still kind of chilly. Weird. Nobody can understand the reason
for this.
On Friday, May 29th we headed for Kusatsu for the weekend.
We have been there several times now and we always enjoy ourselves there. Kusatsu is a Hot Spring Town, if you recall. There
are something like 18 free hot baths in the town and several which
you have to pay for. We generally go up to Mt. Shirane when we go
there and this time was no exception.
On the first day we arrived in Kusatsu at around 12:10 PM and
by the time the day ended we had gone to 6 of the free Hot Springs!
We stayed in the Kusatsu Kogen Youth Hostel that night. The next
day we took a bus up to the summit of Mt. Shirane and it was
cloudy, rainy and COLD! Here is one photo we took.
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And that’s it for May.

²

June Happenings
June started with a trip to Mt. Takao on the 7th. This was our
annual trip to photograph the Dendrobium moniliforme orchids. We
just assumed that they would be in bloom! The crowd of people to
see them this year was worse than ever – it was difficult to find a
spot beside the trail to photograph from! The number of people visiting Mt. Takao is increasing so much in recent years that it’s disgusting. When we used to go out there we’d be one of just a few
groups of people on the trail. Now the trail has become practically
just a line of people. And – there are 6 different trails! Anyway, let
me insert the orchid photos before I run out of room on this page.

We did hike up to the summit, but we couldn’t see anything
and the weather was miserable. At the summit it was not only
cloudy, rainy and cold, but it was also windy – near white-out conditions and a bit scary. There were not many people at the summit –
not many people at all! We couldn’t see anything from the summit.
After that we hiked down to the top of the Ropeway and took it
down to its bottom and then hiked back to Kusatsu from there. Below (next column) is one photo taken along the trail between the
base of the Ropeway and Kusatsu town. We didn’t see too much,
but there are several nice photos of Azaleas and Rhododendrons
on the website. We headed for home the following day. We ended
Quite impressive, eh. Too bad there were so many people
up keeping 378 photos from the 3 days.
though – otherwise the photos could have been better.
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th
We saw so many amazing Hydrangea bushes and flowers that
The next “outing” began on June 12 – another Friday. We
headed for Hakone and Lake Ashi. The first place we went of in- day that it was just too amazing. Here is one more photo which I
terest was Owakudani – one takes a train, a mountain train, a tram took on that day.
and finally a cable car to get there. The mountain train is complete
with switchbacks on the line. The ropeway finally gets a person to
the top of Owakudani. Below you’ll find a photo of Mt. Fuji from
Owakudani. This photo shows the ropeway too.

We also went out on June 20th – to Hon-Do Temple – to see
more Hydrangea Flowers. We had never gone out specifically to
see Hydrangea Flowers. This was a first for us. It was worth the
th
small effort which it entailed. Here is a single photo from the 20 .
This next photo shows you a nicely framed photo of Mt. Fuji –
this is also from Owakudani.

And although we did 2 more outings in June – to Nogawa Park
and also to Mt. Mitake – that’s all of the photos which I will show
These are the 2 very best photos from the weekend. I posted you for June, which means – the end of June.
²
several photos from this adventure on the website, but I’m only going to show you two of them here. We had a good outing and we
July Happenings
climbed 2 mountains while we were there. We stayed at the Sengokuhara Youth Hostel – which has a Hot Spring inside of it.
July saw some pretty amazing adventures and some pretty
Our next outing was on June 19th when we went out to Takaamazing mountains climbed – one of them over 3,000 meters.
hatafudo Shrine to catch the peak of the Hydrangea Flowering Sea- Let’s get started with a photo from July 3rd.
son. The photo below is typical!
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Kazuya and I went to Jindai Botanical Gardens on July 3 ,
that’s the Botanical Garden close to our house. The most amazing
thing we photographed was this water lily perfectly reflected in the
pond where it was growing. In addition, this particular photo, taken
by Kazuya, has a dragonfly up in the upper left hand quadrant – just
by accident – and it is pretty much in focus!
We also got hooked up to FTTH, or Fiber To The Home at the
beginning of July and it took me a few days to get some of the kinks
worked out with it and my computer. No big deal, but plenty frustrating while I was fighting with it for several days.
On July 10th we headed off to Nagano Prefecture once again,
this time to climb Mt. Yatsugatake. Yatsu = eight, také = peak, so
as you may correctly assume – Mt. Yatsugatake is a huge massif
consisting of at least 8 peaks. We passed over the summits of 7 of
those peaks. On Friday we climbed to the summit of Mt. Iodake
(2,760 m = 9,055 ft.) in rain, clouds, fog and wind. It was slightly
scary to do so, but we got to the Iodake hut alive and not too cold,
so all was okay.

The next day – July 11th – we got up, ate our breakfast, which
was furnished by the hut, and continued on. The first peak we
crossed over was Mt. Yokodake (2,829 m = 9,281 ft). We continued going south across lots of scary ridges with chains and ladders
on them. The next peak was Mt. Sansha (2,825 m = 9,268 ft). After that we continued south to the lower Mt. Akadake Hut (2,899 m
= 9,511 ft) and ate our bento lunch from the Mt. Iodake Hut there.
We didn’t actually climb to the summit of Mt. Akadake, but close
enough to say that we did. We ate lunch at around 11:15 AM, took
some pictures there and then started hiking back north. We
crossed back over Mt. Sansha and Mt. Yokodake and finally got
past the scary parts and passed the Mt. Iodake Hut again at around
1:40 PM. Below are 3 photos from this part of the journey.

The above photo is a Chocolate Lily or (Fritillaria camschatcensis). This is a relatively rare member of the lily family. Kazuya
had read that they grew on this mountain, so we were keeping our
eyes open for it on the climb. We only found it on this one trail
which we climbed up on the first day. We were on this mountain for
3 days and we never saw this flower again.

This photo (above) is what we saw when we first arrived at the
ridge which we had to follow to get to Mt. Iodake. That’s me in the
photo, with my head down to protect my face and eyes from the
gale force winds. In this photo the white-out has not yet started –
you can still see about 100 meters or so in this photo. It got more
scary as we continued along towards Mt. Iodake and the hut. When
we got to the summit of Mt. Iodake the wind was REALLY blowing
and we were extremely cold. We found a summit emergency hut
and went into that for a little while to eat our lunch which we had
with us and to get warmed up just a tiny bit. The hut was not
The first photo shows a Brocken Spectre – we saw this 2 or 3
heated or anything, in fact part of the roof was actually blown off of
it, but at least it sheltered us from the wind and the rain. After that times just as the clouds were leaving us to let the sun shine through.
Really an amazing thing to see – your shadow on a cloud surwe continued on in the white out and finally got to the hut.
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rounded by a rainbow. Neither of us had ever seen it before and I
didn’t even know the name of it. Kazuya knew the Japanese name
for it, so when we got back home we looked it up on the internet.
nd
The 2 photo is a violet, of course, but this one is a Yatsugatake Violet (Viola crassa ssp. yatsugatakeana). As you might
guess, it grows pretty much only in this area and only on this mountain.
rd
The 3 photo is Mt. Akadake in the background with a beautiful Lagotis glauca in the foreground. This flower is also pretty uncommon. We had never see it before and have not seen it again
since this day.
We continued on northerly and crossed Mt. Iodake again and
still continued on. We crossed Natsu-zawa Pass at around 3:15
PM and kept on going. We then crossed Mt. Nikaburi (2,590 m =
8,497 ft) at about 3:55 PM and still kept going. We arrived at the
Mt. Ne-Ishi Hut at about 4:00 PM, got checked in (we had reservations), and relaxed until supper time. This hut even had a bath – so
we took our bath at around 7:10 PM for our allotted 20 minutes and
then relaxed some more. Today was truly an ADVENTURE! It was
a long scary day – we hiked from about 6:30 AM until 4:00 PM – at
least 9 hours! Below is a photo of the hut where we stayed this
night. This photo was taken from close to Mt. Nikaburi (see above).
Notice the rocks on the roof to hold it in place during the “windy”
winter weather.

2009 Reporter
This was not the only ADVENTURE we had in July though.
The very next weekend (July 17th, 18th and 19th) we tried for a 3,000
meter mountain. There will only be 3 photos from that ADVENTURE though. The weather was terrible the entire weekend and
even though we made our objective – Mt. Kita-dake (3,193 m =
10,476 ft) we did not exactly have a great time nor did we take very
many photos. The first night was okay, we stayed in a hut only
about 3 hours from the starting point and it was not over crowded.
The next day the weather was terrible though and the hut that night
was bad. In my Journal I wrote this – “The hut was filled way beyond what might even be considered OVER-capacity! People were
still eating at 8:30 PM or later. The place was so packed that we
had to sleep like sardines – shoulder to feet to shoulder to feet! It
was just ridiculous. If I laid on my back I had insufficient room to lay
my arms beside me – they had to be crossed on my chest. At 7:30
PM they were still checking people in – it was absolutely ridiculous.
I’ve never had such a terrible experience as this night! I don’t ever
want to experience this type of thing again as long as I live.”
Does that tell it like it was? Yes, it does. We did get up and
managed to find the energy to get to the summit of the mountain
the next day, even though we didn’t get much sleep.

The next morning we started out at about 6:45 AM. We hiked
north and crossed the summit of Mt. Ne-Ishi (2,603 m = 8,540 ft) at
about 7:00 AM. We continued north and then crossed over the
summit of East Tengu Mountain (2,646 m = 8,681 ft) at about 7:30
AM. We kept going north and west and we arrived at the bus stop
at about 10:30 AM. The story pretty much ends there. There is one
more photo to show you though – this one (below) is Bleeding Heart
(Dicentra peregrina). We saw quite a bit of it today. It is a high alpine flower of scree slopes and I cannot help but take a photo of it
every time we see it in bloom. You can find several shots of it on nd The above photo was taken during the hike to the hut on the
the website this summer (June, July and August). This is one of my 2 day. Look at all of the flowers – it would have been so very
favorite mountain flowers – this and Edelweiss are my favorite 2 beautiful if we had been able to have even a couple of hours of blue
sky weather.
and we saw a good deal of both of them this summer.
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The photo immediately above was taken from the front stoop
nd
of the 2 night’s hut. Still lots of snow around here and look at all
of the tents. Thank God that some people brought tents. The hut
would have not been so overcrowded except that all of the people
who had originally planned to go to the next hut, the other side of
the summit, decided to chicken out and stay here. I assume that
the next hut, the one where many of these people originally planned
to go, was practically empty.

Prefecture at the base of Mt. Hakkoda – which is where we were
staying on the night of August 3rd. We had traveled for 2 days on
local trains and we were at the northern tip of Honshu – the main Island of Japan. We had a 5 day pass to ride any non-express JR
(Japan Rail) train that we wanted to ride. We were staying at a Hot
Spring Hotel on this night and on the following day we would be
climbing Mt. Hakkoda (1,584 meters = 5,198 feet). The photo beth
low is a shot taken on the slopes of Mt. Hakkoda on August 4 . It
is, of course, a true fir tree – very picturesque in my opinion. There
are 19 photos from Mt. Hakkoda on the website if you have a desire
to see more.

This photo (above) shows Kazuya at the summit of Mt. Kitadake. We didn’t spend much time here before we headed down.
By the way, this Mt Kita-dake, at 3,193 meters or 10,476 feet, is the
2nd highest mountain in Japan. The tallest is of course Mt. Fuji at
3,776 meters. The highest mountain I have climbed in my life is Mt.
Shasta at 14,162 feet (4,317 meters). My friend Steve and I
climbed that peak, in Northern California, way back on July 4, 1974!
th
The next outing in July was on July 26 when we hiked up to
Mt. Mitake to see the Rengeshouma (Anemonopsis macrophylla)
flowers. If you want to see some photos of that flower then please
visit July’s Photos on the website as I am not going to show you any
here in the Christmas Letter this year. So, I guess that’s all for July.
One thing more to say for July, My brother James, not quite 52
th
years of age, passed away on July 19 at about 4:30 PM Colorado
time. He had been fighting with Cancer of the throat and base of
the tongue for about a 1.5 years at that time.
²

August Happenings
nd

On August 2 Kazuya headed off on an adventure of truly epic
proportions. We had never taken a vacation like this before. I have
selected 20 photos which I want to show you from this vacation.
We headed off on the 7:29 AM train from our station and returned
th
home at about 9:45 PM on August 13 . I don’t even want to try and
guess how many miles or kilometers we covered.

Here (above) is one more photo from Mt. Hakkoda.
That night (August 4th) we spent the night on a train from Aomori, the northernmost city on Honshu Island to Sapporo on Hokkaido – the northernmost Island of Japan.
The next morning we arrived at Sapporo Station at 6:05 AM.
We walked around Sapporo for a while and finally ate breakfast and
The first photo, inserted above, is a Drosera rotundifolia or then we left on our next train for Asahikawa at 9:08 AM (hope that
Sundew. It is, of course, a carnivorous plant found in bogs and you’ve got your map out by now. We arrived in Asahikawa at about
other wet areas. This bunch of them was found by us in Aomori 12:40 PM and ate a lunch of delicious Asahikawa Ramen. Asahikawa City is famous for Asahikawa Ramen. We also walked
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around for a while acting like tourists and then at 2:18 PM we find a photo of the monument at Cape Misaki down below the photo
caught our next train and went to Nayoro and from there to Nisshin. of Rishiri Island by moonlight.
We arrived there at 4:34 PM, walked to the Youth Hostel where we
had reservations and relaxed for a bit.

The train platform above is Nisshin Station! Keep in mind that
we are now on Hokkaido – the Alaska of Japan. There are not
many people and it’s a pretty long distance between train stations.
As you can probably gauge from this photo – there is not much
around here.
The next day (August 6th) we left Nisshin at 7:55 AM on a train
for Wakkanai – the furthest north train station in Japan! Wakkanai
is on the northwestern tip of Hokkaido. We arrived there at around
11:30 AM and ate lunch and walked around and then we caught a
ferry at 3:10 PM and took that to Rebun Island (still got your map
handy?). We arrived on Rebun Island at 5:05 PM and the Inn
where we were staying had a truck waiting at the ferry dock to pick
us up. We went to the Field Inn – a nice Inn on the northern end of
Rebun Island. The photo below is the “Field Inn” – where we
stayed. As you can see, it is in the absolute middle of nowhere.
You can stargaze from outside the door! There are no lights from
other sources – no light pollution! It was amazing.

From Wakkanai we headed back to Asahikawa the next day
and that night we stayed in the Youth Hostel below.

The following day – August 7th – we hiked around a LOT on
Rebun Island and we even found the Edelweiss (Leontopodium
discolor) which this island is well known for. There is one photo of
this Edelweiss in the next column.
That night we were at the southern end of Rebun Island, so
that’s where we stayed – in an Inn where Kazuya had already made
reservations. It was amazing to think of the detail he had gone to
so that we had places to stay every night and we always knew
where we were going next and what time the next train, boat or bus
was! So, this night we stayed in a bit more civilized place and we
could see Rishiri Island (look at your map). The photo below the
Edelweiss in the next column is Rishiri Island by moonlight.
The following day (August 8th) we took a ferry back to Hokkaido Island and stayed in a Youth Hostel in Wakkanai City that
night. After we got back to Wakkanai on the ferry we also took a
bus trip to the northernmost point in Japan – Cape Misaki. You can
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I think you’ll have to agree that is a pretty nice Youth Hostel. It
has its own hot spring too!
The next morning we got up and took the cable car as far as
we could up Mt. Asahidake (2,291 meters = 7,516 feet). The photo
below of the sun coming up over Mt. Asahidake, taken from the top
th
of the cable car, was shot at 6:11 AM on August 10 .

Just above is a picture of me at the summit of Mt. Asahidake
with a beautiful blue sky all around.

The shot immediately above, of cotton grass (Geum pentapetalum) was taken at 6:15 AM.
Mt. Asahidake is a very volcanic mountain – as can be attested to by looking at the next photo – taken at 6:55 AM as the sun
gets higher.

Here is a shot of the backside of the mountain as we descended it. Remember that this is August 10th – still quite a bit of
snow hanging around, and if you look at additional photos on the
website you’ll see even more of it.

We hiked way up there to the top and arrived at the summit at
9:00 AM, so from the top of the cable car to the summit was only
about a 3 hour climb. But, that is not the end, not unless you want
to just turn around and come back down the same way you climbed
up. Needless to say – that’s not our style.
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The shot immediately above is Blue Gentian. Such a beautiful
shot with the mountain and the blue sky in the background.

The shot immediately above was an amazing place. This was
taken along the trail as we hiked from Mt. Kumagadake to Mt. Mamiyadake. There is lots of hot water down there, but you can’t see
it. This area is very volcanic. There are some shots on the website
which are large enough so that you can see steam rising down
there.

Here (above) is a shot of Kazuya at the summit of Mt. Mamiyadake (2,185 meters = 7,169 feet). Does he look happy? I would
say so. This is all such an incredible adventure that we pretty much
wore smiles the entire time we were out.
There are 2 more photos from this single mountain. We also
saw a bear, but I’ll send you to the website to see a bear picture. It
was very far away and I used the full zoom capabilities of my camera to get some photos of it. It’s not very large in the photos, but
you can easily determine that it’s a bear.
Another amazing thing which we found on this mountain was
Twinflower (Linnaea borealis). We had never seen it in the wild before in Japan. I had seen it in Michigan in the wild, but that was 40
years or more ago. The photo is in the next column.

And, there is one more photo from this mountain. After we
had nearly completed the circuit and were headed back to the top
of the cable car we came across the following scene at a pond.

And that’s the final shot from this one climb. I posted 45 pictures of this climb on the website. So, if you want to see more photos of Mt. Asahidake there are plenty more there for you.
The next day (August 11th) we headed back to Asahikawa City
on an 11:10 AM bus. We got to Asahikawa at around 12:20 PM
and found a different Ramen shop to eat Asahikawa Ramen at.
This was our third time to eat it and this shop was the most delicious we had found.
That night we were back in Sapporo and back on a night train
headed back to Aomori City. Can you find it again on your map?
Our train left Sapporo at 10:00 PM and it arrived in Aomori at 5:39
th
AM on the 12 of August.
When we went north at the start of the trip we went north along
the western side of Honshu Island, so this time – as we headed
south – we went down the east side of Honshu Island. On this day
we were on and off trains a lot. We got off to go and see the Rikuchu-kaigan National Park – Kitayamazaki Area, which overlooks a
beautiful stretch of rocky Pacific Coast shoreline. There is one shot
of this coastline on the next page. We stayed that night in a Youth
Hostel in Miyako. Our roommate was a very lonely guy who really
wanted to talk and hear himself talk. We were kind of forced to eat
supper with him, drink with him after supper and then talk some
more. Finally one more person came to the room and that guy was
better suited to our lonely guy than us, so we were able to escape
and relax and then go to sleep. It’s quite rare that we run into this
type of person in our travels, but it has happened one or two times
in the past.
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The next weekend we planned to climb Mt. Kumotori once
again, but it rained so we blew that plan off and did very little that
weekend.
On Friday, the 18th we took off for another 3 day weekend.
This weekend was the start of Japan’s Silver Week – most company’s have an extended holiday. We did too! We left on Friday
morning on a 5:21 AM train. We ended up in Toyama City, Toyama
Prefecture, at 3:11 PM. We found our hotel, where we had advance reservations and got checked in and then we hiked around
the city and checked it out.
th
On Saturday, the 19 , we took a bus for Mt. Tateyama and
began hiking up Mt. Tateyama at about 8:20 AM. We hiked on an
amazingly clear weather day and had some really incredible clouds
to photograph against the amazing mountain scenery all day.

Above is that photo of the Rikuchu-kaigan National Park – Kitayamazaki Area, which I promised you above.
We headed south more the next day (August 13th) and before
the day ended we were at home. It took us several days to sort out
our photos and get them all labeled and everything. I forget how
many photos we ended up keeping. Okay, I just checked and it’s
an incredible 3,434 photos which we KEPT from this trip.
The only additional thing which we did in August – we took a
bicycle ride to Jindai Botanical Garden. After already showing you
20 photos from August, I’m not going to show you anything as
mundane as Jindai Botanical Garden!
We did quite a bit in September too so let’s end the month of
August here.
²
Here is a nice photo of the mountain and clouds (above) and
here is another one (below) as we approach the summit of the tallIn September We had some more amazing adventures. On est peak of Mt. Tateyama – Mt. Oonanji.
the 6th we went out to Okutama and took a bus to Higashi Nippara
and from there we went to the limestone cave at Nippara. There
are no truly amazing photos from inside the cave, but on the way to
the cave we walked past Inamura Rock, a place which was highlighted earlier in the year too on the website. When we climbed Mt.
Kumotori back in May we hiked past this huge rock on our descent,
so we saw it from the backside at that time.

September Happenings

We actually passed over 5 different peaks on this huge mountain – first was Mt. Oh at 2,992 meters (=9,815 feet), then was Mt.
Oonanji at 3,015 meters (=9,892 feet), then Mt. Masago at 2,861
meters (=9,386 feet). On the 2nd day we crossed over Mt. Bes at
2,874 meters (=9,429 feet) and North Mt. Bes at 2,880 meters
(=9,449 feet).
We could have attempted one more peak – Mt. Tsurugi (Tsurugidake). It was 2,999 meters in elevation and is called (according
to Wikipedia) "the most dangerous mountain" climbable. It looks
dangerous on the map too, and for this reason it was not our intention to climb this peak. It is, however, very photogenic and you can
see several photos of it on the website.
The first photo on the next page shows you Mt. Tsurugi – it is
the rear-most peak. We will cross over the 2 peaks between the
place where the photo was taken and Mt. Tsurugi as we continue.
The 2nd photo on the next page shows you the hut where we
stayed that first night. It was a nice place to stay – not too many
people were there and the view of Mt. Tsurugi was amazing. We
also had a great opportunity to see the Milky Way after dark – the
night was perfectly clear and there was no light pollution for many
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Here (below) is a great shot of Mt. Tsurugi. If you look closely
miles in any direction. It was cold though, we didn’t want to spend
enough (not possible with this size photo, but possible on the webtoo long sitting outside stargazing.
site version) you can see people on the summit.

Below is one more photo of Mt. Tsurugi – less zoomed in.

The photo immediately above was taken at 5:25 AM on September 20th – one of the things which we were able to see as sunrise came along. That mountain to the left with the flat top is Mt.
Fuji. We were kind of shocked to be able to see it from here, especially this clearly – the distance is about 160 kilometers, or about
100 miles.
After taking our sunrise photos – and it was so clear that sunrise was not especially spectacular to see – and eating the adequate breakfast served by the hut, we left and headed for the next
mountain on our trail – Mt. Bes and North Mt. Bes. It was cold this
morning and the wind made it seem even colder. We appreciated
the fact that we had plenty of clothing and even gloves. We used
ALL of the warm clothing we had with us. There was not much in
our packs which we did not use on this trip!

Just above is a photo taken as we descended back towards
our starting point. Keep in mind that this is September 20th, so it is
time for fall colors. At the highest elevations, shown above, there is
nothing, or not much, growing. As you come down a little lower on
the mountain you get to the elevation where the dwarf mountain
pine grows. Then, as you come down even lower you get to the
level where the first deciduous bushes grow. These highest level
deciduous bushes are what you are seeing here.
I think you can appreciate the fact that this was also quite an
adventure for us. Dang, we had a lot of amazing adventures this
year! Look back at May, June, July, August and then this month –
September and think about what we have done this year to date.
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And, the adventures continue. Tomorrow – September 21 –
we go to Shirakawa-go, a World Heritage Site. We have talked
about making a trip to Shirakawa-go for several years, but somehow we have never made it. It is a place where the houses are
built with THICK grass roofs. Like in the photos below!

like 18 free Hot Springs in the town and several pay hot springs as
well. In addition, we have taken a bus from there to Shirane-san
(Mt. Shirane) during past visits. So, we went to Kusatsu and we
went to some free Hot Springs on the first afternoon. Here is a shot
of one of the free hot springs.

Then we went to Sainokawara – a hot stream park. Here is
one picture of the main stream and some steam rising from one of
the hot streams. There is a little bit of fall color showing too.

Then we checked into the Youth Hostel. The next morning –
Sunday – we took a bus up to Shirane-san with high hopes of seeing some really good fall colors. But, when we got up to Shiranesan it was so cloudy and blowing so hard that it was not pleasant at
all. We did not even hike up to the summit of Mt. Shirane – it was
so cloudy we knew that we would not be able to see anything.
Check out this first photo at the base of the mountain.

It was so amazing that we ended up coming here when the
rice was turning golden color and when the Pampas Grass was at
its peak of beauty too. If you look at the photos on the website you
can also see some shots with Cosmos flowers showing off their
beauty. Amazing! We spent about ½ a day at Shirakawa-go taking
pictures and walking around. We were happy that we finally made
it here.
And that’s it for September.
²

October Happenings
October was definitely not as exciting as the previous months
– there were only enough photos for one page on the website. On
the 10th we headed off for Kusatsu – we have been there several
th
times in the past, I think this was our 5 trip to Kusatsu. You may
You should be seeing blue sky and the top of the mountain
recall that Kusatsu is the famous Hot Spring town, with something behind this sign.
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We hiked over to the place where the top of the cable car is,
assuming that we would be able to take the cable car down to the
bottom of it. But, we hiked over to the cable car and it was closed
and not running due to high wind.

This photo, above, is just about as clear as we saw it up at the
top of the road. If you can’t tell from looking at my face, I am cold
and rather miserable.
Well, we ended up having to wait for a bus back down to the
top of Mt. Tengu – from there we could look up at the bottom of the
clouds, so we hiked from there back down to Kusatsu town. There
were a few fall colors, but nothing spectacular. If you want to see
what we did see that was picturesque you can look at the website.
We went on one more outing in October – on the 25th we went
out to Fujino and visited the Fujino Hot Spring for the day. And,
that’s all there was in October.
²

On November 13th Kazuya went to the hospital. He had not
been feeling well for a week or 2 and the whites of his eyes were
yellow. I did an internet search of his symptoms and it came back
with hepatitis. I told him that and he agreed that a visit to the hospital was in order. Well, they did a blood test and by the end of the
day he was in a hospital bed, and he stayed there for the next 12
days. He had a Hepatitis B infection. We’ll never know how he got
it, the ways people can be infected with Hepatitis B nowadays are
virtually uncountable! So, I was alone for nearly 2 weeks. I visited
Kazuya every day in the hospital, which is not common for Japanese people I guess. His parents came down to visit from Yamagata, but they only stayed here in Tokyo for a few hours. Two people from his place of work came to visit him, but only one time each
and they only stayed for a few minutes. I learned that Japan is very
different in relation to hospital visits than the USA is.
Anyway, on November 15th I went out to Okutama to check the
fall colors there.

November Happenings
There was not much activity in November either. November
was fall color month in and around Tokyo though, so there was
plenty to go and look at locally without having to spend money on
travel to far-away places.

As you can see in the above photo of Okutama Lake, the colors were not great, some oranges and yellows, but not much red.
After I finished up walking around that area I took the train back to
Mitake – the home of the famously colored Ginkgo with the Red
Maples in the foreground.

The photo above was taken at Jindai Botanical Garden, which
you may recall, is the Botanical Garden near our house. We visited
there on November 7th. In November they always have an incredible Chrysanthemum Display there. The above photo is a rather
amazing Bonsai Chrysanthemum display. There were a few of
these Bonsai Chrysanthemum displays, but this one was by far the
most amazing one.
The next photo is what they refer to as the Chrysanthemum
Waterfall. We have seen it in past years too, but this year we managed to get the best photos ever – the weather was quite cooperative for our visit this year. We also walked around the entire area in
search of fall colors, but it was still too early for those. We had to
visit once again, later in the month to get fall color pictures. It’s
good that we buy a year pass every year for Jindai Botanical Garden. The year pass more than pays for itself every year.
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Above is one photo of the Ginkgo and the Red Maples and be- were more of them in more photogenic places. There are many
low is one more. There are several photos of this tree on the web- beautiful persimmon trees in people’s yards, school yards and so
on, but dang few of them where a photo does not result in either a
site if you want to see more.
building or wires in the photo.
Below is one final photo, taken on the backside of Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro. I had to brighten this one up some with Photoshop
because the sky was getting so very overcast and dark.

On Wednesday the 25th Kazuya was released from the hospital – YEA! So nice to have him home.
th
On Sunday the 29 we went together to Jindai Botanical Garden again – this time we hoped and assumed that the Maple Tree
area would be at the peak of fall color – it was! And I have 4 photos
to show you from this trip to Jindai Botanical Garden.

Above is one photo of a branch of Red Maple. I think this
photo came out nicely. The only thing missing for the trip to see the
famous Ginkgo tree was Kazuya. I stopped at the hospital on my
way home to see him and show him the photos I took on this day.
On Friday the 20th I went out to Mt. Takao, for the 54th time, to
check the fall colors there. Dang, the number of people there was
amazing, especially considering that it was not even a weekend.
The fall colors at the usual places were not so great this year –
most of the leaves had already fallen to the ground. I continued on
th
from Mt. Takao to Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro (19 time) and finally found
some good colors there, but it was getting cloudy and the colors
were not so magnificent.

Above are 2 of the 4 photos which I want to share with you
from this trip. The colors were just so very amazing. In the early
The above photo is a persimmon tree at the summit of Mt. Ko- morning the sun was out and we had some incredible views and
botoke-Shiro. I like these persimmon trees in the wild, wish there
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then later in the afternoon, after we had lunch, it got more cloudy, dividual branches or parts of trees to photograph, there were still
but it was still good for photos. The shadows were gone, but it was good photos to be had. Below is one example.
still bright enough so that the colors were great. The remaining 2
photos which I want to show you are below.

And that’s all for November.

²

December Happenings
And that brings us to the final month of the year. Today is only
December 8th, so I can’t say a great deal about December at this
point. We visited Sourousen-En Garden, Tonogayato Garden and
th
Nogawa Park on the 6 to find more fall colors. Below is a great
shot of some Ginkgo leaves – this one was taken by Kazuya.

That one (above) was taken at Sourousen-En – a rather small
privately owned garden. From there we proceeded to Tonogayato
Garden. Many of the leaves had already fallen, but by selecting in-

And above is another example. There were not a great number of people, probably because they were aware from local news
that the peak of fall colors had already passed by.
Then, after we finished at Tonogayato Garden we proceeded
back towards home (we were on our bicycles) and passed through
our local Nogawa Park.
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The photo above is a reflection from one of the ponds in
Nogawa Park – obviously a pond which was not too still. Sometimes it’s nice when a pond is still and makes a perfect mirror image
and sometimes it is nice when it is not too still.
th
On December 12 we went to Nogawa Park again to check
the progress of the fall colors. There were still some good colors to
be enjoyed, and I did post a few photos from this trip to the website,
but there was nothing truly spectacular which I want to insert here.
There were noticeably fewer leaves than there were the previous
weekend. Wonder what it will look like next weekend, maybe bare
trees?
It occurs to me that I have not told you about at least one significant event of this year. The recession which started last year
st
hurt the job market for English teachers too. Starting on March 31
I was refused a new full-time work contract and had to take a parttime contract. That was a kick in the shorts. It meant that I was no
longer guaranteed a minimum monthly income even if the company
only had one class pre week to give to me. It meant that I was to
be paid for precisely what I taught. Well, that was what gave me so
much free time during the summer and was one reason that Kazuya
and I were able to travel so much this year, but it hurt the bank account and the wallet. In fact, my expenses have been more than
my income for the past several months. It’s a darn good thing that
my bank account was built up to a pretty decent level.
I also started working part-time for one more company, but
even with part-time teaching contracts for 2 companies my income
is still less than my expenses. I am hoping that the recession effects will lessen considerably in the months to come. I don’t know
what’s going to happen when it comes time to renew my visa, which
will be in March of 2010. I know that it will be a bit more difficult
than it has been in years past.
And, that’s all for today.
Today is December 24th, the day before Christmas. I need to
finish this up today and get it posted on the web!
th
th
On the weekend of December 19 and 20 Kazuya and I went
out to Mt. Takao and searched for frost flowers. I hope that you
remember these things from previous years, they are so amazing.
They are imperfectly understood, but the most complete information
about them seems to me to be on the web at this address:

2009 Reporter
That previous photo shows you an area photo so that you can
get an impression that these things are not rare in the areas where
this particular species of plant is growing. The Japanese plant they
occur on is Keiskea japonica, bit in your area they may be found on
a different plant or plants. Below is one final photo.

On this same weekend we were fortunate to be able to witness
“Diamond Fuji”, the day that the sun sets directly behind the summit
of Mt. Fuji from this location. It’s called Diamond Fuji because –
well see the photo below.

http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/almanac/arc2005/alm05feb.htm

And, below is the first photo.

And, here is the final photo – the New Year’s Poster by Ay-o.
That’s the end until next year.

How does it happen? Here is another photo.

So – MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR to all of
you from Kazuya and myself!
²
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This year it’s
th
November 9 when I
am writing these first
th
words of the 16 Volume of this Annual
Letter. I know that I
say it every year, but it absolutely amazes me
Where??
th
?
that this is the 16 year of this same format!
The arrow sign image, the backgrounds,
Been There!
the headers and so on remain the same for
another year. I have all of the previous issues
saved in PDF files, just in case you’d like to
G oing T here
?
see them all from the previous years! In
fact, the composite PDF file, including all
letters from 2002 through this one, is now on the
website and you can download the entire “book” if
you want to do so. Once again, I’m going to tell the
story of the year with pictures as much as I possibly
can and then I’ll create a PDF file and put it on the
website, where you can download it at your
Is this an amazing shot? I think so. So amazing for us to see
convenience. If you prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but
before asking me to do so please ensure that you this amount of snow. It was snowing while we were walking too, so
have a sufficient space allocation to be able to receive it. This is A4 it was a beautiful walk.
Size Paper so when you print this on your printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader and Letter Size Paper be sure that the “Fit to Page”
box is checked. Okay? Okay! Let’s get started!


2010 Draws
to a Close!

January Happenings
Kazuya and I headed off for a Holiday Adventure on December 30th. We left home at 4:00 AM and took trains for the next 12
hours, arriving at Morioka at 4:09 PM! We had a special (cheap)
ticket, so we could only ride local trains. We stayed for the night in
a cheap hotel and then on the 31st we took another train to Tazawako Station (see photo below) and then a bus and ended up at
Tsuru-No-Yu (Hot Spring of the Crane) at about 11:00 AM. We had
reservations there. It was an amazing Hot Spring Resort.

From the end of the public bus route we could have waited for
the Hot Spring bus to come and pick us up, but we chose to hike in
the beautiful snow for the couple of miles to the Hot Spring. The
first photo in the next column shows some of the scenery we encountered on our walk. We had not yet seen snow this season, except while on the trains, it rarely snows in Tokyo and when it does it
only snows an inch or two and then melts off the next day.

This shot (above) shows me just a while after our arrival at the
hot spring. Our room was not ready yet so they allowed us to sit
and relax or sleep in a nice waiting area and order lunch if we
wanted to (we did). We were also able to go into the Hot Springs
while we waited for our room. We did that. There was a “White Hot
Spring”, a “Black Hot Spring” and the outdoor bath (Rotenboro).
The names do not indicate the color of the water, they are just
names. The rotenboro was beautiful – you can see a photo on the
following page.
We got checked into our room at about 3:00 PM and then we
soaked in the various Hot Springs again before dinner. They
brought a very beautiful dinner to our room at about 6:30 PM. We
were amazed by the quality of it – we had come here at the economy prices, not the highest prices for this resort. I suppose that it
helped that it was in the absolute middle of nowhere – it kept the
crowds down and probably actually scared some people away. After dinner they came and took the dirty dishes away and laid out our
futons for us.
It is a Japanese Custom to eat soba noodles on New Year’s
Eve, so at about 9:00 PM they brought us some soba noodles and
we ate those. We were stuffed with really fine food. After that we
relaxed for a while and then we went out and soaked in the Hot
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Springs again. We were in the rotenboro at midnight to see the the train station and took us to the house, where we talked with the
coming in of the New Year – 2010! Just below, you can find the family in the evening. Our plan was to leave bright and early on the
morning of January 2nd, which we did.
photo of the rotenboro I referred to on the previous page.
rd
We finally arrived back at home on Sunday, January 3 , after
a wonderful New Year Adventure.
th
We had some minor adventures on January 9 – a trip to
th
th
Nogawa Park on bicycle and on January 16 & 17 – a trip to Yamanashi City, an overnight stay in a Youth Hostel and an adventure
to a Hot Spring on the side of a mountain where we could watch the
sunrise on Mt. Fuji. None of the photos are truly amazing though,
so there are none included here. If you want to, you can always go
to the website and look at them.
th
On January 24 we went out to Okutama on the train and took
a bus to the Mt. Kawanori trail head and hiked up to Hyakuhiro Waterfall. Along the way we got some pretty good photos. Hyakuhiro
Waterfall was not as icy as we had hoped for so not too amazing.
Below, however, I have inserted a photo of a minor waterfall on the
way to Hyakuhiro Waterfall which I believe came out very nice.

Our next adventure was on January 30th when we went to Jindai Botanical Garden. We found the plum blossoms out already
and it was a beautiful blue-sky day, so it was wonderful to look at.
Here is one photo of plum blossoms inserted below.
Just above is a photo of the Hot Spring Buildings at night in
the snow. It snowed all night and continued into the next day
(January 1st). Just below you can see a photo of me walking from
the rotenboro back towards our room, in the snow.

On New Year’s morning they served a wonderful breakfast in a
large dining room – each party had their own separate table. They
had a drawing for prizes and Kazuya won a nice Saké set and I won
a bottle of wine. We were very fortunate as some of the prizes
were such cheesy things as cell-phone straps and stuff like that.
After breakfast we soaked in the Hot Springs again and then
we checked out at 10:00 AM exactly (check-out time). We took
On January 31st we went to Nogawa Park again and we found
their bus back to the public bus stop and then a bus back to Ta- this Daurian Redstart or Jobitaki in Japanese (Phoenicurus
zawako Station. From there we took trains to Kazuya’s hometown auroreus) to be very cooperative in allowing us to photograph him.
– Funagata, in Yamagata Prefecture. His mother picked us up at And, that is all for January.
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February Happenings

(Here is the photo of Aizu-Kawaguchi Train Station – the walking
person is me.)

The first thing we did of note in February was go to Nogawa
th
Park on bicycle on the 6 . We had been there already this year
and knew that the Shibateranthis pinnatifida was already in bloom,
but on our previous trip it had not yet been out in sufficient numbers
to get any good photos. The photo below shows that we found it in
abundance – in the VERY limited areas where it grows – at this
time. This is the first small flower of the spring – it’s kind of an indication that the days are getting longer and spring will come again.
We love finding it.

After we arrived back at Aizu-Kawaguchi we found a place to
eat lunch and then we had to hitchhike several kilometers once
again – to another Hot Spring – in the middle of nowhere. It is
shown in the photo just below – you can see the Tadami River
down below the trees.

In early February I spent just about every free moment on a
major reformatting of the entire website. I got rid of all of the red
web pages and purple web pages and so on – critics had told me
that web sites devoted to photography should be shown in subdued
colors to show off the photos! I also revamped the title area of the
pages and did a great deal of work. It was also at this time that I
started using the Slimbox flavor of the Lightbox Software so that a
person never has to leave the page when clicking on photos. When
I was finally completed I was pleased. Of course this was not the
only change I made during the year, but everything else has been
minor compared to that bunch of changes.
On February 11th we went out to Fujino Hot Spring and spent
the day soaking in the hot pools, relaxing and so on. There are no
photos of that outing.
th
The most exciting adventure of the month started on the 19
late at night. We took a night bus to a place called AizuWakamatsu. We rode the bus all night and arrived at Aizuth
Wakamatsu at about 5:15 AM on the 20 . From there we took a
train to Aizu-Kawaguchi (train shown in photo below) and got off
there (station shown in first photo in next column) to go to 3 different hot springs. This area along and near the Tadami River is
loaded with Hot Springs. This was to be a Hot Spring and sightseeing weekend. From Aizu-Kawaguchi we hitchhiked several kilometers to the location of 2 Hot Springs. We soaked and enjoyed ourselves and then managed to get a bus back to the station. From
the station we had to hitchhike again.

After we finished bathing and having a good time there we
again had to hitchhike. Oh, by the way, we were the only people at
each of the 3 Hot Springs we had visited so far! I mean – the entire
bath to ourselves, nice, eh! The photo below was taken from very
close to the Hot Spring shown in the above photo – the Tadami
River.

We then walked to Honna Station and took a train to AizuYokota, where the owner of the inn we had reservations at came
and picked us up and took us to the inn. We got checked in and
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put our bags in the room and then we took a hike to a Sparkling
Water Well, which there is a movie of on the website. That was
amazing – a real Sparkling Water Well. The water was very delicious too! Unfortunately we did not take any bottles with us, so we
could only enjoy what we could drink on the spot by using our
hands for cups! We were disappointed that we had not thought to
take a couple of empty water bottles with us to fill. There are pipes
from the well to a bottling facility. We were shocked that there was
not a vending machine in front of the bottling facility, but there was
not. Below is a photo of the heavy snow as we walked to the Sparkling Water Well.
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The next day, February 21st, we had clear blue skies and we
continued riding the train through the Tadami River Valley. It was
so beautiful with all of the new snow. You can see one photo in the
previous column which Kazuya took through the train window as we
moved along. Just below is another photo which Kazuya took from
the train window. This is such an amazing photo – it brings to mind
the old Currier & Ives Lithographs.

We ultimately ended up at home on this date and that was the
only true adventure we had for the month of February, so I guess
that is all for February.

And here is a photo of the Sparkling Water Well – taken with a
flash – you can see the bubbles rising in the water.

March Happenings
In March our first outing was on the 5th – we went to Bubaigawara – a place where there is a large park with lots of Plum Trees.
Plum Blossom season is a nice time of the year in Japan, though it
can still be pretty cold weather. You saw the first Plum Blossoms
back in the January photos. They are still blooming in March and
now it is getting to be peak Plum Blossom season – soon they will
all fall to the ground and then around the first of April the Cherry
Blossoms will begin. So, anyway, here is a beautiful Plum Branch
in the photo below.

After this we returned to the Inn, relaxed for a while, ate dinner
when it was ready and then soaked in the Hot Spring which was at
the Inn.

Our next significant outing in March began on the 13th at 00:29
AM! Yes, that’s correct, very early in the morning. We headed off
on a night train from a station near us – Tachikawa – to Kamishiro
Station in Nagano Prefecture – the Hakuba Area. We arrived at
Kamishiro at 5:34 AM and took the first bus – at 6:10 AM, and went
to a ski area – Escal Plaza at Hakuba Goryu Ski Area. Kazuya had
rented snowshoes in advance for us there, so we went and picked
them up and then waited for the Gondola Lift to open at 8:15 AM.
We finally got to the top of the Gondola Lift, donned our snowshoes
and hiked up to the summit of Jizou-no-Kashira (1,676 m = 5,499
ft.). It was the first time Kazuya had ever been on snowshoes. Of
course I have spent lots of time on them, when I was working for
the U.S. Forest Service in Oregon and then for the State of Alaska
too, we worked on snowshoes all day long every day all winter. It
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was nothing new to me. Snowshoe technology has changed in the 6:45 PM, unpacked our packs, put everything away and then
intervening years, but it’s still work, the snowshoes are not yet self- downloaded our photos to our respective computers and played
propelled! It was snowing and blowing and all in all it was a rather with them for a while.
miserable day and not very picturesque that day. We hiked around
for a while, but we were back down at the bottom of the mountain
before lunch. There are no pictures included from this day – if you
want to see a few you can go to the website and look at them.
From Kamishiro we took a train to Hakuba and then we went
to a Hot Spring and soaked and relaxed for a while – got warmed
up and loosened up our sore muscles. From there we took a bus to
Tsugaike and found the Youth Hostel where Kazuya had made reservations. We got checked in and immediately napped for around
45 minutes or so. It had been a long, long day!
The next day, March 14th, dawned cloudy and we were concerned that we would again see nothing all day long. We ate breakfast at the Hostel and then hiked down to the lift and waited until it
opened and then took it to the top. After that there was another
Cable-car which we took up as high as we could – to 1,829 meters
(6,001 feet). Then we hiked up to Tsugaike Kogen and discovered
that TODAY was the day when we REALLY needed snowshoes.
We tried to hike in the mountains, but we were forced to stick to
other people’s snowshoe trails. The trails were not packed, so it
was good that the strong winds had blown a lot of the snow away,
but it was still difficult to walk! It was still cloudy, but every now and
then we could see some beautiful snow covered mountains. We
kept our fingers crossed and after a while it actually got sunny and
clear for us. When it cleared up this is what we saw!

Is that beautiful? Here is another one! Can you believe how
blue that sky is? It amazed us – every direction we turned we were
overwhelmed by the magnificence of God’s creation.

I have 3 more photos which I want to show you and there are
many more on the website from this adventure. First, however, I
have to create some filler text so that I can get into the next column.
We hiked around here until around 11:30 AM and then we hiked
back down to the Gondola Car and we ended up on a train headed
south (towards home) at 2:38 PM. We finally arrived home at about

Okay, above, you can see the final 3 photos of the Hakuba
Adventure. Note that we will return to these Northern Alps Mountains in July. We will bypass this precise area and continue up to
the mountains shown in the above photos. It is an amazing area of
Japan.
Our next adventure was closer to home – on the 20th we took a
trip out to Hinatawada, only about an hour from our home station on
the Express Train which runs on weekend and holiday mornings.
At Hinatawada there is a huge Plum Park called Yoshino Baigo
which we like to try and get to every year. It seems that it is always
somewhat hazy at this time of the year and we are always somewhat disappointed in the photos we can get. We go anyway and
some year it will be perfectly clear with no haze.
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cherry blossoms in our immediate area. They were not yet anywhere near peak, so we took photos of some violets – one photo of
which is inserted below – a Viola grypoceras var. variegata. Note
that it gets its name from the variegated leaves – the red veins.

The picture above gives you a small idea of how large this
park is. You can see more photos on the website and maybe get a
better idea. The photo below is a beautiful shot of a pink plum tree.
These 2 photos are all I’ll show you of Yoshino Baigo. Let’s continue with March.

And, that is the final photo for March.



April Happenings
Please excuse me now – I have to look at the best photos of
April presented on the website and try and select just a few of the
132 photos shown there for inclusion here! That is a challenge.
Okay, I’m back now – around an hour later. First I selected 14 photos for inclusion here, but I decided that will be too many, so I have
it down to 9 photos for inclusion here now. Here is the first one.

The next outing of the month was on March 29th – The Cherry
Blossoms were beginning and we went to Shinjuku Park. Below is
one photo showing a pink flowered tree and a white flowered tree.
The more common color is white. This is the most popular time of
the year in Japan. People take their bento lunches and their high
grade Saké and go out to have a picnic under the Cherry Trees.
We do that too! You’ll be seeing photos of that day with April’s photos. Something to look forward to, eh!
rd

On the night of April 3 Kazuya and I went for a walk around
our neighborhood and took some Cherry Blossom photos by flash –
above is one of the most impressive.
th
The next day, April 4 , was a Sunday and the Cherry Blossoms were now pretty much at their peak so Kazuya made us a
very nice bento lunch and we went out to eat under the Cherry
Blossoms on our bicycles. Unfortunately there is not enough space
on this page for me to insert the photo which shows you where we
go to eat our bento lunch and drink our Saké, so it is the first photo
on the next page. Unfortunately, it was not a very warm and sunny
day, as you might be able to tell in the photo, but it was Sunday –
the only day which we could do our Hanami (Flower viewing) before
they would all be gone. The Cherry Blossoms only last for about 3
days in any one location – that means about 3 days around the Tokyo Area. You can go further north and find them later, but it will
still only be for about 3 days at that further north place too.
The next photo was taken on our way home from our Hanami
Viewing – it was taken in Nogawa Park. As you can see, it’s still
rather cloudy. There are lots of Cherry Trees in this area and we
th
The next day, March 30 , we went to Nogawa Park and also enjoy looking at the blooms – too bad it was not a bit warmer for the
one best day of the year when we were able to go out and look at
checked out ICU – the International Christian University – which is
them and eat our bento lunch under the blossoms.
near our apartment. We were checking on the progress of the
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The photo below is one example of mountain scenery which
we saw on our hike.

On April 9th Kazuya did not have to work and I did, so he went
on a train to a place called Nirasaki and took the photo below. If
you can believe it (it’s true), he took this photo from the train window. I used Photoshop to remove some high tension electric lines.

Our next adventure was on April 18th. We took a train to a
place called Nagasaka for a day trip. Our plan was to hike a 10
kilometer course to find some specific violets and also enjoy the
mountain scenery which would be there to see. We found at least 5
different kinds of violets – including the specific one which we were
looking for – and we also saw and photographed some pretty amazing mountain scenery. This place was not so very far away either –
we took a train from our local station at 6:23 AM and we arrived at
Nagasaka at 9:35 AM – just a bit more than 3 hours. We took the
cheap train too – so it was slow. We seldom use the fast trains,
they are too expensive for our wallets these days. We had a good
eventful day and we still arrived back home at about 7:00 PM.

The above photo is a Viola mirabilis var. subglabra – the violet
which we were the most excited to find. We do not find this species
around here, and in fact we have only found it at one other place –
ever!
Our next outing was on April 24th – we climbed Takamizu 3
Mountains. Let me insert 2 photos before I run out of space on this
page.

Well, there is one photo and I see that I am already out of
space for 2 photos. The above photo shows some Mountain Cherry
trees which we were able to see from along the trail. Takamizu 3
mountains trail crosses Sougaku Mtn. (756 m = 2,480 ft.), Iwatakeishi Mtn. (793 m = 2,602 ft.) and Takamizu Mtn. (759 m = 2,490 ft.).
Oh, I forgot to mention that we also climbed these 3 mountains on
April 11th. We were too early to find one of the violets we were
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searching for on that date, however. We are able to find several
relatively uncommon hybrid violets on this trail, so we had to come
back again because we really wanted to find these uncommon vioth
lets. Much to our disappointment we did not find it on the 24 either.
We found the plant this time, but it had been such an exceedingly
dry spring that there were no flowers on this particular plant. We
only know of this one plant of this species.
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(and possibly snowing on Mt. Fuji) and the 2nd one 3 hours later and
beautiful blue sky! What a contrast to our experience of a few
hours previously.
Secondly, I’ll insert a photo of one of the specific violets which
rd
we came here in search of – Viola orientalis. The 3 , and final
photo which I want to insert is a photo of Mt. Fuji taken while overlooking Kawaguchi Lake. It appears that the final photo will not fit
on this page, however, and will have to be on the next page.
Hmmm, let me see if there is something I can do to remedy that
situation. Okay, my fix for the situation was to crop the violet photo
and reduce the size and then put it in the previous column. Now all
of the Mt. Fuji photos fit on this page!

The photo above is Viola rossii. It is an amazingly pink color
and it is identifiable by the color and also by the leaves, which you
can see above. The leaves come out later than the flowers, so they
are still rolled up in this photo.

The photo just above is a shot of Viola grypoceras. It is one of
our most common violets, but this one is special because of it’s
very dark blue color and it’s also special because there are so very
many blossoms in such a small area.
We had one more adventure in April. I forgot about this one
because the photos from it are on the web pages with the May photos. So, I need to find a couple of the best photos from a trip to
Kawaguchi Lake. We stayed at the Kawaguchi Lake Youth Hostel
on the nights of April 29th and 30th. We arrived at Kawaguchi Station right at the very start of a rain storm. We rode a bus to a place
where we wanted to hike and on the bus ride it was an absolute
downpour. When we got
off the bus it was still
raining pretty hard and
we wore our rain gear
and hiked in the heavy
rain.
It eventually
stopped raining and
finally it even go clear
and we had bright sun
and beautiful views of Mt.
Fuji by late in the
afternoon. I’ll show you
And, that ends the month of April. Yikes, this is getting scary, I
2 contrasting photos of
only have 33.33% of the year complete and 8 pages are full! Have
Mt. Fuji, one just a while
to wait and see what happens I guess.

after it stopped raining
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May Happenings

The trip to Kawaguchi Lake continued for one more day. On
st
the 1 of May we got up early at the Youth Hostel and took the first
bus out to a place where we could hike up to Ha-Ha-No-Shira Waterfall. We expected to find some good violets around here. The
first thing we found was a beautiful bunch of Trillium tschonoskii
plants and flowers. The best ones we have ever seen!

We headed for home after finishing up with this single adventure today. We got home at around 1:30 PM, did everything we had
to do and then went to bed as early as we could because our next
plan was to begin the next day – a trip to Kazuya’s hometown! How
could we take so much time off from work? This was Golden Week
– a National Holiday week.
So, we got up at 3:15 AM on Sunday, started our journey on a
4:37 AM train, and arrived at Kazuya’s home in Funagata, Yamagata Prefecture, at around 10:30 AM. We hiked up the creek behind his home and had a good time finding flowers and enjoying the
beautiful weather. There was more snow than there had been last
year, so not as many flowers were in bloom. One thing we found
was Viola vaginata – photo below.

The next thing we ran across was a mutant Viola eizanensis
flower. All of the flowers on the plant were normally shaped except
for this one (next photo).

The next day we went to a waterfall and you can find photos of
it on the website. The most amazing thing we found the next day,
though was Viola violacea var. makinoi on a hillside. This is a violet
which is amazing to find (photo below).

We got to the waterfall and took several photos there and then
headed back down. Seeing as we had started so early in the morning, the shadows in the waterfall valley were still pretty dark. On the
way back down to the bus stop we found an amazing bunch of Viola
rossii flowers – one example below.

Kazuya’s father also took us to his farm today and he has several skunk cabbage plants growing on the farm. Below you can find
a beautiful example of Lysichiton camtschatcense – one of the
skunk cabbages which grows in Japan. There is not enough space
in this column, so you can find it in first position on the next page.
We did a lot of walking this day. On the way home from the waterfall, which was at the end of a pretty long trail, we had father drop
us off at a country road on the way home which we knew would be
a likely spot to find violets because we had hiked it in the past. This
was the road where we found the Viola violacea var. makinoi
(shown above) on the hillside. By the time we arrived back at the
house it was after 5:00 PM and it was nearly time to eat supper.
The following day, Tuesday, we headed for home. We arrived
home at around 2:00 PM, unpacked our backpacks and put everything away and then started doing catch-up type stuff. Naturally, we
did not finish catching-up with everything that day, it still took an-
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other day or two to get all of the photos labeled, e-mail answered past, so we are most excited when we find this one. We, of course,
found many other violets on this hike, but this is the one which was
and so on.
most impressive to us. We also found some specimens of Paeonia
japonica – Wild Japanese Peony. This was also an amazing thing
for us. We have found plants of this a few times in past years, but
this was only the 2nd time we’d ever found it in bloom. Before the
end of the month we found it in another place too. We were so
shocked we posted several photos of it on the website! I hope that
you agree that this is worthy of having several shots on the website.

On May 9th, we went out to Mt. Takao for the day. We hiked to
the summit of Mt. Takao, out to I-Ccho-Daira and then we continued on to Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro. At I-Ccho-Daira we found a Golden
Orchid – Cephalanthera falcata. It was at its peak of blooming and
really beautiful.
On the 16th we took a pretty long bicycle ride, but there are no
photos from that day which I want to insert here. In the evening of
th
the 16 I stepped out onto the porch to check the temperature and I
found the moon and Venus to be as shown in the next photo. That
was nice.

Our next adventure was the following Saturday – we went out
to a new area for us – very far Western Tokyo. I’m going to insert a
photo in this column before I run out of space. I’ll talk about it below the photo.

We hiked to Mt. Makiyose (1,188 m = 3,898 ft) and then continued along that ridge and crossed Mt. Sasagatawamine (1,157 m
= 3,796 ft), Mt. Maruyama (1,098 m = 3,603 ft) and finally Mt. Douhyoudake (1,005 m = 3,298 ft). So, we hit 4 peaks on this hike!
Not bad, eh. The photo above is Viola hirtipes, a very large flowered violet. We have only found this one a couple of times in the

The following Saturday – the 22nd – we went out to Mitake and
climbed Mt. Mitake, Okunoin Peak, Mt. Nabe-Wari and also Mt.
Ohtake. We had not actually planned to hike out to Mt. Ohtake –
we got a bit confused and missed a junction. But, it was good that
we DID end up out on this trail, in fact maybe it was intended, because this was the place where we found more Paeonia japonica –
Wild Japanese Peony. We absolutely could not believe we had
found them once more. They are never along a trail. We look for
snow white “tennis balls” in the woods and when we see something
suspicious we head for them – trying to be inconspicuous to other
hikers. In this case the “tennis ball” sized flowers were so far down
a 100% slope that surely nobody would have been interested in following us. We fear that people who are plant thieves will see us
and come back later, dig them up and take them home – or, even
worse, sell them.
After we finished up on Mt. Mitake and in the area we were
tired and had sore muscles, so after we got back to Mitake Station
we took a local train further out – to Okutama, and went to the Hot
Spring there to loosen up our tight muscles and to relax. We didn’t
finally get home this day until around 9:45 PM.
The next, and final weekend of the month was spent in getting
the website ready for the following month. And, that’s all for the
month of May.
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June Happenings

In June we went on 2 rather major adventures. First we went
and climbed Mt. Akadake, Mt. Sansha, Mt. Yokodake and Mt. Iodake on a weekend and secondly we went to Oze National Park
and camped out overnight there.
So, let’s begin with the first adventure. We got up at 3:00 AM
th
on June 4 and started out on our first train at 4:41 AM. We arrived
at our destination – Chino, Nagano Prefecture – at 7:46 AM. Then
we took a bus and then we started hiking at about 9:30 AM. One
thing we were searching for on today’s hike was Calypso Orchids
(Calypso bulbosa var. speciosa). We lucked out and found them,
right beside the trail, like they were supposed to be. They are the
MOST amazingly beautiful flower (see photo below).

they called us for supper. There were only 4 guests tonight and it
was cold here – it was 3° C (=38° F) and it clouded up and hailed
(corn snow) about ½ inch while we were eating supper. My legs
kept cramping up while we were eating supper too and I had to
keep jumping up from the table and walking around the dining room
to walk them out. We slept at about 7:30 or 8:00 PM – remember,
we had gotten up this morning at 3:00 AM. We had not slept much
on the train either. Tomorrow will also be a long day.

Due to there being so many of these incredible orchids we
hiked much slower than we had expected to. We didn’t arrive at the
place where we had planned to stop and eat our lunch until about
2:00 PM, and we had barely gained any elevation at all by that time.
Our goal for the day was the summit hut of Mt. Akadake (2,899 m =
9,511 ft). We had reservations in the mountain hut there and they
would be serving supper at 5:30 PM, so we had to start moving
faster. The photo below was taken from our lunch spot and that
summit there is where we have to be in 3 hours.

There is one more photo of the climb up this side of the mountain which I want to stick in here, unfortunately though, it will have
to be in the next column. Then, there is one more after that which
gives you a better idea of just how steep this area was. The first
photo in the next column shows where we had to get to. We will go
around to the right and come at it from that side. It still, however
was not a gentle slope. The 2nd photo in the next column gives you
an idea of what the climbing was like – chains to hold on to and
kind of climbing up a rock cliff! I don’t mind telling you that this
mountain kicked my ass. By the time we got to the point shown in
nd
the 2 photo in the next column my legs were cramping up with just
about every step – it was so very painful that I felt like I just wanted
to be rescued. I kept going though, and after a while I walked myself out of the leg cramps. It was still hard work though – about the
hardest climb I have ever done. We DID make it to the summit hut
– at 5:10 PM, so we could lay down for a couple of minutes before

The next morning we got up at 5:25 AM and ate the breakfast
provided by the hut at 5:30 AM. Then we got packed up and left
there at 6:30 AM. We hiked down the opposite way we had come
up – past the Lower Mt. Akadake Hut at about 7:00 AM, over the
top of Mt. Sansha (2,825 m = 9,268 ft) at around 8:30 AM, over the
top of Mt. Yokodake (2,829 m = 9,281 ft) at around 9:00 AM and
then finally over the summit of Mt. Iodake (2,760 m = 9,055 ft) at
around 9:55 AM. From there it was all downhill! WHEW! We
stopped to eat the bento lunch from the Mt. Akadake Hut at around
12:30 PM and finally arrived down at the bus stop at about 4:00 PM,
which was great because a bus headed for the train station from
there at 4:34 PM. We got back to Chino Station and caught a 5:37
PM train. We finally got back to our apartment at about 10:00 PM.
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We didn’t do a great deal when we got home – unpacked our backpacks, put stuff away and then downloaded the photos to our respective computers and went to bed. We did an amazing amount
in 2 days.
I’m going to show you 3 more photos from this adventure. The
first (below) is a rare plant which we found – it is Pulsatilla nipponica. We did not find many of them and the flowers were not yet
fully opened.
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tired bodies. As I said, this mountain kicked my butt. My left ear
never popped as we descended the mountain and I was still ½ deaf
several days later. Kazuya took me to the doctor and he gave me
some medicine and blew some air into my nose and a bunch of
stuff, but none of it helped very much. My Eustachian tube was obviously very messed up and it stayed that way for another 2 weeks
before I could then hear correctly again. Apparently Eustachian
tube problems are pretty serious as far as the overall health of the
body is concerned because after this was apparently healed up I
kept being very susceptible to every little virus which I came in contact with for a good 4 or 5 months. It SEEMS like I am finally okay
– I have not been sick in any way for about a month now (knock on
wood) as I write this on November 23rd.
th
Our next adventure began on the evening of June 11 . I was
still not better, but I could hear with my right ear anyway. We
headed off for Oze National Park – a simple hike across a huge
marshland. We left on a bus at about 10:00 PM on Friday night and
arrived at the entrance to Oze N. P. at around 5:20 AM on Saturday.

The next photo is a scenery shot taken as we hiked from Mt.
Akadake to Mt. Iodake.

The first photo (above) shows Skunk Cabbage (Lysichiton
camtschatcense) growing in the marsh. If you have not looked at
the website for this month, you should do so to get an idea of where
we were and what we were seeing. We were hiking 100% of the
time on boardwalks – I mean, this was a marshland – it was wet
everywhere. The photo below shows you a pretty good example of
what we were seeing as we hiked along. There were lots of ponds
and nice reflections in the ponds. There were about a million people, or so it seemed, due to the fact that everybody had to stay on
the boardwalks.

The final shot – just above – was taken from a little way below
Mt. Iodake – the mountain to the left of center is Mt. Akadake –
where we started out this morning. From this point it was downhill
the rest of the way.
The following day – a Sunday – we relaxed, sorted our photos
and labeled them, went to a local Hot Spring to soak and relax our

We found many species of flowers which we had not seen before. Of course, for us violets are an important part of every spring
trip, and this trip was no exception. We were hoping to find Viola
kamtschadalorum, a large flowered and very tall violet. We did find
it and you can see a photo of the flower on the following page in
first position. The image I have selected to show you is actually 3 exposure bracketed photos which have been FUSED together into
one image with Photomatix Pro 3.2. This is some amazing software which I have been playing with quite a bit since I discovered it.
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with a cold on Sunday afternoon. The first of many viruses which I
succumbed to after the Eustachian tube infection. In fact, my ear
was still not better – I still could not hear well out of my left ear and I
already had a cold.
That was the final adventure of June. There were still 2 more
weekends, but I spent them recovering. Our big excitement for the
rest of June was a trip to CostCo and a trip to a local Hot Spring.
And, I guess that’s the end of June.


July Happenings

This photo (above) owes its amazing tone to the fusion of the
3 exposures.
We took all of our food with us and also our tent and we
camped out at a campground on the far side of the marsh from
where we started. The next day we planned to go back to our starting point via a different set of trails.
This next photo was taken the following morning by Kazuya as
the sun was coming up. It was an interestingly foggy morning with
some nice pinks in the sky.

The photo just above this one shows a nice reflection on the
water which we saw as we hiked along. This shot was taken quite
early in the morning.
We eventually got back to our starting point and got on a bus
headed back to Tokyo. By the time we finally got home it was
around 10:00 PM Sunday. We unpacked our backpacks, put stuff
away, hung the tent outdoors to dry and went to bed. I came down

There is a problem for July – namely that I have selected a total of 21 photos which I want to show you! Sorry, but that is just not
really feasible! What to do? I guess the only alternative is to delete
some of them as I go along.
At this point maybe some of you are asking “I wonder how he
picks the photos he wants to put in here”? Well, I look at the website for the month I am going to start writing about and try to select
a few of the very best from that month. I process them and then I
look at my Journal as I write so that I can fill you on exact dates,
sometimes times and so on.
Okay – let’s start. During the first few days of July my Journal
shows that the only things which I did were work – teaching English
classes – and working on an updated HUGE VIOLETS COLLAGE –
the one which can be accessed from the “Special Items Page”,
scrolling down to 2009 and then clicking on the “Special Page
Dedicated to Violets Which Kazuya and I Have Confidently Identified”. I added Viola kamtschadalorum and V. verecunda f. violacens images to the collage.
Then, on July 9th – Friday – we headed off to Oze National
Park once again. This time our plan was to climb a mountain while
we were there. We camped out in our tent once again, this time at
the very first camping spot. We wanted to hike around on this day,
get a good night’s sleep and then get up early and climb Mt. Shibutsu (2,162 m = 7,093 ft) tomorrow.

I didn’t show you a photo of the boardwalk last month, so this
first photo shows you the boardwalk. That is Mt. Hiuchigatake out
there ahead of us – that is NOT the mountain we climbed. The next
photo (following page) will show you that the Cottongrass (Eriophorum vaginatum) is really in abundance at this time. The Skunk
Cabbage and the violets are finished and now we are seeing Cottongrass, Lilies, 2 kinds of Orchids, 2 kinds of Sundew (Drosera
sp.) and a bunch of other stuff.
The next day – July 10th – we climbed Mt. Shibutsu. It rained
like hell during the night Friday night. When we got up Saturday
morning it was wet, but it had stopped raining. If you look at the
website you’ll note that the trail we had to climb up to Mt. Shibutsu
on had a LOT of water flowing down it. That made it interesting.
This mountain is composed of Serpentinite – a rock composed of
one or more of the Serpentine group of minerals. There are only a
couple of mountains in Japan composed of this rock, so we had advance knowledge that we were going to be hiking on slippery trails
and that we would find some plants which are not at all common in
other areas. The 2nd photo on the next page shows what it looked
like as we climbed the trail to the summit of Mt. Shibutsu. It was
cloudy with scattered “spotlights” of sun shining on the marsh below
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from time to time. Our tent site is among those buildings which you
can see down there. You can also see the boardwalk and lots of
water.

The photo directly above is Dactylorhiza aristata – an Orchid.
It was truly amazing how many different colors and patterns of this
there were. If you look at the website you can see some additional
examples. The next photo (next column) shows you that it did ultimately clear up for us. The mountain you see is Mt. Shibutsu after
we crossed the summit. This photo was taken as we looked back
at the summit.
The photo which follows that photo is a beautiful example of
Erigeron thunbergii subsp. glabratus var. heterotrichus – one of the
plants which is pretty much only found around this area.
The next photo is a collage of Pogonia japonica – another Orchid, which we obviously saw a lot of. This was a rather remarkable
flower to see. We had never seen it outside of a Botanical Garden.
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The last photo on the previous page is another Orchid – Eleorchis japonica. We obviously saw a lot of this flower too! The first
photo on this page is a collage of Edelweiss. – this one is, as the title says – Leontopodium fauriei var. angustifolium. We found this
one – and another Edelweiss (Leontopodium japonicum var.
shiroumense) while we were on Mt. Shibutsu. I love the Edelweiss
flowers.

The photo just above here is one of the sunrise on July 11th –
it was taken by Kazuya while I prepared coffee and breakfast. It did
not last very long.
I did not get sick on this trip! Fortunately!
We stayed at home the following weekend, went out and did
some shopping and so on.
nd
Our next adventure began on Thursday, July 22 . I got home
from work at about 10:00 PM, changed my clothes and we left for
the train station. We rode trains all night and arrived at Hakuba
rd
Station at 5:40 AM on Friday the 23 . That name may sound familiar – it should, we came here in March. We managed to arrive at
the pond in the photo below at about 10:50 AM. We had already
crossed over the summit of our first mountain – Mt. Norikuradake
(2,436.7 m = 7,994 ft). I suggest that you check this photo in a bigger size on the website – it is really beautiful.
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crossed was Mt. Korenge (2,766 m = 9,075 ft). We stopped there
for lunch and it was around 2:00 PM. We were seeing amazing
scenery and amazing flowers – everything was amazing. Below is
just one example of the beauty which we saw on this day.

Just above is another example of the beauty we saw. This is
Dicentra peregrina. I really love this flower too. This and Edelweiss
are my very favorite mountain flowers.

The photo just above this is some typical mountain scenery
which we saw on the way to our goal – Mt. Shiroumadake (2,932.2
m = 9,620 ft), where we arrived at about 4:35 PM. We had reservations at the hut on that mountain. That was a huge hut – it had a
capacity of 1,500 people, so they had everything set up very well,
they were accustomed to their jobs. They fed us an excellent supper – at least it was excellent for a mountain hut. Sometimes the
We stopped near the hut on the other side of this lake and ate meals at these huts leave something to be desired, not at this hut
our brunch, which we had brought with us. The next summit we though. It was amazing.
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The photo immediately above is looking back to Mt. ShakushiIn the photo above you can see some more amazing scenery
and an example of Lagotis glauca. We were sorry to see that this dake (near) and Mt. Shiroumadake (far). We arrived at the Hot
th
flower was nearly finished. We were feeling quite happy to find this Spring Hut pretty early – at around 12:45 PM on the 24 . We spent
the rest of the day relaxing in and around the Hot Spring. It was so
one which was still in pretty good shape.
wonderful to relax and loosen the tired muscles. Unfortunately we
were also pretty sunburned on the arms and that hurt pretty bad
when put into the hot water. It did NOT deter us, however, from
having a great time. We only (only?) hiked for 6 hours today!

The photo above was taken from the Mt. Shiroumadake Hut
area near sunset time – you will probably note that the shadows are
getting pretty long. The near mountain is Mt. Shakushidake (2,812
m = 9,226 ft) and the far one is Mt. Yarigatake (2,903 m = 9,525 ft).
We will be summiting both of them tomorrow.

The photo immediately above shows Mt. Yarigatake (2,903.1
m = 9,525 ft) out in front of us the following day (July 24th). Such
amazing beauty. We’ll be crossing it in another hour or two and
then we’ll head down to our next stopping point – a mountain Hot
Spring. Seeing as we’ve been unable to wash or bathe since we
left home on Thursday evening it’s going to feel pretty dang good to
soak in a Hot Spring. We are really looking forward to it.

On the 25th we got up at 4:00 AM, got dressed and packed and
headed out – we had to get off the mountain and get home at a
somewhat reasonable hour today.

We were not aware of it, but we had to cross a LARGE snowfield on our way down. It was only about 4:45 AM (time of sunrise
photo above), so the snow was hard and we were scared as hell.
We should have had an ice axe and crampons – crampons at the
very least – but we didn’t. We were, as I said, scared! There were
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rd

other people crossing it too – they had crampons and they were the photo of us at the summit of Mt. Hokkai in the 3 photo in this
looking at us inching our way down and tediously banging our boots column. Again, notice that, despite the weather, we are both lookinto the ice like they thought we were absolutely crazy – believe me, ing happy and healthy!
we felt pretty crazy! We made it across the ice and snow and managed to get down safely though. We hope to never do something
that stupid again. We were shocked that there was not some kind
of warning sign at the hut where we had stayed. They had crampons for sale, but we didn’t think they would be necessary.

The last 2 photos (I did not delete any of the 21 which I said I
wanted to insert) were taken from down below the snow & ice fields
which we made it across. They both show scenery which we saw
as we descended.
By the way, we did make it home at a reasonable time – we arrived at the house at around 2:45 PM – Amazingly early. It was
good as I had to get up at 4:30 AM the following morning to get
ready and go teach a class.
And that’s the end of July.


August Happenings
August was vacation month – we went to Hokkaido, Japan’s
Northern Island – commonly referred to as the Alaska of Japan –
from August 6th to August 13th. That will be really the only thing I’ll
talk about here – everything else was insignificant when compared
to that. There are 25 photos I want to show you – see if I end up
deleting any of them as I go along! We went to Hokkaido last year
in August too, we traveled much further and wider last year, but this
year we knew what we wanted to concentrate on. This year we
spent the whole time on Hokkaido climbing mountains.
th
We left on a night train on August 5 at 11:00 PM. By August
th
6 at 5:10 PM we were in Aomori. We took another night train from
there to Sapporo – on Hokkaido. We arrived at Sapporo Station on
th
the 7 at 6:07 AM and got to the starting point of our climbing at
10:20 AM. At that time we’d been traveling for about 36 hours. The
place where we were – Sounkyo – had a nice Hot Spring, so we
bathed and loosened up our muscles there before starting to climb.
It was raining. We reached the summit of Mt. Kuro (Kurodake) at
2:56 PM. The first photo in the next column shows each of us at
the summit. You can see from our gear that we are wet, but also
note that we look undaunted by the rain and happy!
From there it was downhill to the hut where we had reservations to sleep in a “stone room” of the Kurodake Mountain Hut. The
stone room is shown in the 2nd photo in the next column. We did
not need anything except our own stove and our own food – they
rented sleeping bags to us. When we arrived we were not yet cold,
but by the time we had selected our sleeping spot in the hut, gotten
our stuff unpacked and got relaxed we were very COLD! We
wrapped up in our sleeping bags and spent the next couple of
hours getting warmed up. We cooked and ate our supper, bought a
beer and drank that and then we went to sleep. A nice thing about
these mountain huts is that everybody is always tired and it is easy
to go to sleep early.
The next morning – the 8th – it was still raining and it was
pretty windy. We did not let that deter us, however, from our plans
nor from having a good time. We started climbing at about 8:00 AM
that day – heading, first, for Mt. Hokkai (Hokkaidake). You can see

As we were climbing, the weather was slowly changing from
rainy to just cloudy and a clear spot here and there. Now and then
we could see pretty far. It never cleared up 100% though.
From Mt. Hokkai we continued on to Mt. Hakuun (Hakuundake). You can find the photo of us at the summit of that mountain
in first position on the next page. We arrived at that summit at
around 12:17 PM. We hid behind a big rock from the incredible
winds and ate the lunch which we had brought with us. From there
we had to go back the same way we had come from, so we crossed
back over the summit of Hokkaidake at around 2:30 PM. We arrived back at the Kurodake Hut and the stone room at around 4:00
PM. We bought a beer immediately and drank it – we were feeling
happy about our accomplishments. We saw 2 fox in the afternoon.
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The photo immediately above is a Gentiana algida f. igarasii –
it is a rare plant and is pretty much only found here.

The photo immediately above shows one snowfield which we
crossed over the edge of – it is interesting because of the steam rising from it. The first photo in the next row is a snowfield which we
had to cross over – in fact, that’s me out there in the lead. This was
NOT a dangerous snowfield – it was soft enough to get a good purchase and it was also at a very gentle slope. After the dangerous
snowfield which we had crossed over back in July this one was
nothing at all to us.
The next photo below that was taken back near the Kurodake
Mountain Hut. We really wondered what causes these strange very
dark green depressions here and there. Obviously the depressions
are filled with a different type of vegetation than the surrounding
hillsides, but why, how? We never found the answer to that question. Anybody know?
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The next day, August 9th, we were up early, had our breakfast
eaten and were packed and on the trail at about 6:40 AM. This day
we were headed for the other side of the mountain and the Asahidake Youth Hostel.

The above photo shows a beautiful area we passed on the
way to our next peak – Mt. Hokuchin (Hokuchindake). If you looked
at and read the web pages for this month, you know that there is a
valley we refer to as “Poison Hot Spring Valley”. The creek or river
you see in this photo is flowing out of that valley. When the wind
blows a certain direction we can smell very strong sulfur smells.
We had to cross a snowfield again today – this one was again
dangerous. It was not as scary as the one we crossed back in July,
but it was foggy or cloudy or something which made visibility pretty
poor, we were not 100% sure which way to go, it was cold and the
snow was pretty hard and it was steep. Another guy who had been
staying at the Kurodake Hut was climbing kind of with us, not right
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with us, but we were passing him from time to time and he was
passing us from time to time. This snowfield was scary enough so
that he asked us to stay with him until we had all safely traversed it.
Being a bit unsure which direction to go – the trails are generally
marked with yellow or red paint splotches on the rocks every now
and then, but you can’t paint a snowfield, I took the lead and
thought (from the map) that I should go pretty much directly up. I
did that and sure enough, upon getting to the top I found the trail
marked with painted rocks again. The photo below shows Kazuya
waiting for and helping that other guy across the snowfield. Kazuya
did not hold onto him or anything, he just shouted encouraging
words and went slowly. It was possible on this snowfield to bang
our heavy soled boots on the crust and get a little bit of purchase.
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The final photo in the previous column was taken near Mt. Hokuchin – it is a whole hillside of reindeer moss. There are more
photos of this on the website if you are curious about what it looks
like up close. By the way, there is also an annotated map on the
website pages for August. I tried resizing it and putting it in here,
but it was too small to be readable.

The photo directly above is looking down into “Poison Hot
Spring Valley” as we hiked from Mt. Hokuchin to Mt. Naka (Nakadake). This was the best we saw it today – the clouds lifted now
and then, but they never totally went away.

After we got across the snow/ice field we continued on to the
summit of Mt. Hokuchin and that guy took our photo together (below). We’re still in the clouds – but we still look radiantly happy.

The photo above shows some of the beautiful flora we saw on
this day. It is Geum pentapetalum (white) & Phyllodoce caerulea
(pink).

The photo above is Primula cuneifolia – a primrose. The next
photo shows a whole bunch of them. These 3 shots (2 above & 1
below) were taken at a place called “Flower Fields”.
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That is all the photos from August 9th which I wanted to show
you. There were not many people on the trail today. When we
passed by Nakadake Onsen (Hot Spring) – a Hot Spring just out in
the open along a creek, we were able to take off our clothes and
bathe in the open – nobody at all passed us. We saw a bear in the
distance after we left the Hot Spring. We arrived at the top of the
Mt. Asahidake Ropeway and took it down to the base at 4:30 PM
and arrived at the Youth Hostel at around 5:00 PM. We got
checked in, bathed in their Hot Spring, ate supper, talked for a while,
drank a beer and ate a beer snack and went to bed. It was a long
day of hiking. This was our 3rd day of high mountain hiking in a row.
After this we are probably healthier than we’ve been in some years!
th
Now let’s begin August 10 – this will be our final day of hiking
th
here and tomorrow we must head for home. It will also be our 4
day of high mountain hiking. Let’s see how we feel.
We got up at 5:00 AM, got dressed and left the Youth Hostel.
We hiked up the hill to the bottom of the Ropeway and took the very
first Ropeway Car at 6:00 AM. It was the sunniest weather we’d
seen yet.

This first photo, Geum pentapetalum – a type of Cottongrass –
was taken at 6:39 AM looking kind of towards the sun as we hiked
from the top of the Cable Car to Sugatami Pond, which we consider
to be the start of the climb of Mt. Asahi (Asahidake). The next
photo (first in the next column) is actually 2 photos stitched together.
It was taken at 6:50 AM. You can very clearly see the steam fumaroles both on the side of the mountain and in the reflection in the
water. This mountain and all of the mountains here are live volcanoes! We were hoping that it would be even more clear when we
came back to here in the late afternoon, but it was not, so this is the
best photo we got of this scene.
From Sugatami Pond we start climbing up to the summit of Mt.
Asahi (Asahidake). The 2nd shot in the next column was taken at
7:13 AM and is looking back down at Sugatami Pond. I really like
that stone emergency shelter beside the pond. I would hope that
I’d never have to use it, but it is there for anybody who might need it
in a whiteout or other emergency situation.

The photo just above was taken at 8:17 AM – we are getting
closer to the summit of Mt. Asahi. Clouds are now coming and going – we are hoping that it will not get cloudy again. The first photo
on the next page shows both of us at the summit of Mt. Asahi. The
time was 8:48 AM – notice that we still look happy! You should also
note that – for the first time on this trip we are at a summit and not
wearing rain gear, in fact it is so incredibly nice that we are in our Tshirts. It was not the same for every person on the summit. We
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were accustomed to the temperatures and truly enjoying the fine Mt. Kuma (Kumagadake). You can see that some of those clouds
weather after 3 days of climbing in the wind, rain, clouds, fog and seem to be coming in again. I can tell you now, it did not rain on us
whatever. For many, if not most of the climbers at this summit it this day!
was a real chore to get here and it was pretty cold for them. When I
used to read a lot of books about hiking and climbing, some of them
th
mentioned that the 5 day of hiking was a magical day – the first
day when a person did not get so tired, the first day when the body
really seemed like it was working like a finely tuned machine. For
th
us – this 4 day proved to be that. Possibly part of the reason was
because we were not merely hiking, but we were climbing high
peaks. This was a magical day – we were in great shape, and the
weather was very nice and we were loving it.

You may be able to guess that this photo (above) is one more
looking down into “Poison Hot Spring Valley”. Looks like it is raining off towards Mt. Kuro (Kurodake), where we were 3 days ago,
but it did not rain here.

We again passed by Nakadake Hot Spring on this day, but
there were more people hiking today and we were not able to get
naked and bathe in the Hot Spring. We took off our shoes and
soaked our feet in the hot water for a while though. We ate our
lunch here – the lunch which we brought with us – and then we conThe photo immediately above was taken at 10:00 AM sharp. It tinued on. The photo above was taken as we once again passed
through the “Flower Fields” area – look – you can see at least 5 butwas after the summit of Mt. Asahi. A nice blue sky.
terflies on the Phyllodoce caerulea. They really liked this flower,
especially when it was not raining, as it had been on the other days
when we saw it.
On August 11th we had to head for home, although as it
ended up we could have stayed for another day. We got up at about
5:30 AM, went for a soak in the Youth Hostel's Hot Spring, ate their
breakfast and then packed up and hiked up to the bottom of the
Ropeway, which was where the bus stop was. By the time the bus
came at 11:10 AM it was blowing and raining so hard that the
Ropeway had been shut down for the day. A Typhoon was coming
in, a very rare happening for this part of Japan. This typhoon hit
South Korea and then headed east through the Sea of Japan and
then went across the northern portion of Honshu (Japan's main island). The effects were felt very strongly on Hokkaido. Our bus DID
get us to Asahikawa Station, as we planned. Then we even managed to get a train down to Sapporo Station – again, as planned.
The next part of the plan was a night train from Sapporo, on Hokkaido, to Aomori on Honshu. They let us board the train and they
said it would be delayed in starting by 40 minutes. Well, the train
ended up being entirely canceled and we spent the night in SapJust above was taken at 10:15 AM – you can see Kazuya poro Station. They allowed people to sleep overnight on the unmovthere in the lightened area if you look closely. This was taken near ing train, but that was not comfortable, so we chose to sleep in
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Sapporo Station proper. The next morning we saw on TV in the
station why our train was canceled – the train tracks from Sapporo
to Aomori were under water! The typhoon had hit!
Below, I have given you a table of the mountains we climbed
during this adventure. Note that we did Mt. Hokkai (Hokkaidake)
twice. There is also a bar chart on the web page for this month
showing the elevations.
th
th
Mountains Climbed on Hokkaido From August 7 – 10
No.
Date
Mountain Name
Elev., Ft Elev., M
1
Aug 7 Mt. Kuro (Kurodake)
6,509
1,984
2
Aug 8 Mt. Hokkai (Hokkaidake)
7,051
2,149
3
Aug 8 Mt. Hakuun (Hakuundake)
7,315
2,230
4
Aug 8 Mt. Hokkai (Hokkaidake)
7,051
2,149
5
Aug 9 Mt. Hokuchin (Hokuchindake)
7,362
2,244
6
Aug 9 Mt. Naka (Nakadake)
6,932
2,113
7
Aug 10 Mt. Asahi (Asahidake)
7,516
2,291
8
Aug 10 Mt. Arai (Araidake)
7,162
2,183
9
Aug 10 Mt. Mamiya (Mamiyadake)
7,169
2,185
th
We finally got home at around 3:30 PM on the 13 – a day
later than planned and more money spent that planned because we
were unable to use our special discount tickets on the trains which
we were forced to take due to the cancellation of our night train.
We were angry and felt that they should have given us a special extension on our tickets seeing as we had been forced to change our
plans due to an Act of God.
Anyway. That’s the end of the excitement for August. We
th
went to the Tokyo Gay Pride Parade on the 14 and we went to a
th
rd
Hot Spring not too far from home on the 28 – which was my 63
birthday – and that’s the end of August.
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for 2 nights. It is a first come first served hut – no reservations, no
staff or anything – just an emergency shelter, but a very nice one.
So, we climbed on Friday and we were both in pretty poor condition
– we were extremely slow. Apparently the summer heat had taken
a LOT out of us without our really being aware of it. We were
drained of essential minerals and so on which one loses through
sweating. We finally got to the summit at around 4:30 PM

The above photo shows the summit hut from about 20 minutes
before we arrived. There were 5 people including us in the hut on
Friday night. We had a special kind of dried rice with us for meals
and we had plenty of water. There is no water source at this hut,
September Happenings
but we brought a bunch of water which we got at a spring near the
“pay hut”, about an hour down the mountain before this one. So,
I promise to go easier on you with the September photos. It is we had plenty of food and water and we also bought a can of beer
rd
now December 3 . It has been busy for a week or so – I have not for each of us from the “pay hut”. So, we enjoyed the sunset time
had time to work on this for a while – which is precisely why I like to and the cool weather. The maximum temperature here was 22° C
get started on it as early as I can.
(= 72° F). At night it got down to 17° C (=63° F). It was wonderful.
It was a hot summer here – terrible heat right from the start of
summer until the very end of summer. We had SO MANY days of
40° C (= 104° F) that we were just so tired of it by the start of September that we were willing to do anything to escape from it. Our
apartment does not have a/c and we don’t want to spend the money
to install it, but after this summer we have just about decided to do
it next summer.
rd
Due to that heat, on Friday, September 3 , we headed for the
local mountains to get cooled off. We climbed Mt. Kumotori. We
got up at 4:50 AM, got ready, went to the station and took the trains
out to Okutama and then a bus to the starting point of climbing Mt.
Kumotori (2,017.7 meters = 6,620 feet) – the highest mountain in
th
Tokyo. It was the 7 time we climbed Mt. Kumotori.

The above photo is Ligularia dentata – or Marubadakebuki in
Japanese. We were hoping that these would be in bloom when we
climbed. Their season is quite short. We found a lot of them, but it
was nearing the end of their season.
Generally we climb – about a 7 hour climb – arrive at the
summit at around 3:00 PM, relax, eat supper, sleep, get up, eat
breakfast and head down! So, we decided to stay in the summit hut
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The last 2 photos on the previous page show – first – the 2 of
us at the summit. Note that it’s cool enough so that we were both
wearing our chamois shirts – so comfortable!! Wonderful!
The next photo shows deer at night – we always see deer at
Mt. Kumotori. There are so many of them. In this photo you can
see 4 of them. This species of deer retain their spots for the entire
first year, so these are not as young as you may be thinking they
are.

That night we were back in Tokyo – at home – and the heat
continued. The next day it was 36° C (= 97° F) at home! BLAH!
Our next outing was on September 12th – we just took a bicyThe above photos were taken at around sunrise time on Sepcle ride to Jindai Botanical Garden. We found the Pampas Grass
tember 4th and stitched together. To the left of center is Mt. Fuji.
(Cortaderia selloana) to be at its peak of beauty (photo below).
The photo below was taken a little later in the morning of Septh
tember 4 , of course it is Mt. Fuji and also shows one of the 3
summit signs on Mt. Kumotori.

At Nogawa Park on September 25th we found that the Cluster
Amaryllis (Lycoris radiata) was in bloom (photo below). We did not
really expect to see this for a while yet. Finding this meant that we
would have to make a trip out to Kinchakuda, where there is a park
which is filled with this flower.

The above photo shows an interesting cloud we saw at sunset
on the 4th. We hiked around a bit, sat around, napped and enjoyed
ourselves during the day. We also went down to the pay hut on the
north side of the mountain and restocked our water supply and
bought another beer for each of us. The coolness was superbly
satisfying.
nd
There were 7 of us in the hut on the 2 night. Not a crowd at
all. One guy told us that he comes here about once a month and
stays in the hut and he said that the most people he has ever seen
in the hut was about 24 people. That would start to get crowded.
nd
On the 2 day it got up to 23° C (= 74° F) in midday.
th
On the 5 we got up for the sunrise (see photo in next column),
ate our breakfast, leisurely packed up our stuff and then headed
down into the heat again.

So, of course our next outing was to Kinchakuda – we went
there the next day, September 26th. We took the trains there and
found the place to be amazingly red – and also packed with people.
We took LOTS of photos – three of which you can find below (next
page). Then we went to a new (for us) Hot Spring – the Makibanoyu or Makibano Hot Spring. This was an amazing Hot Spring for
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being just a local Hot Spring. Some very nice pools to soak in and
also a Pork Processing factory. The pork people own all of the land
and the Hot Spring. The company has been around for a couple or
more generations and there are old photos of people bathing in the
Hot Spring back in the days when it was a hole in the ground beside the Pork Processing Plant. Of course you can buy ham, sausage, pork chops and so on here and there is a farmer’s market for
fruits and vegetables too. A very nice place to visit.

And that’s all for September.



October Happenings
Now it’s time to go back to the website once again and try to
select a few of the BEST photos of October and tell the stories behind them. There are only 3 web pages for October, so not so
many photos to examine and select from. In fact, only 144 photos
to select from. HA!
On October 2nd we took another bicycle trip to Jindai Botanical
Garden and took several photos. There are 8 photos from this date
on the website, but I have only found one worthy of being shown
here. It is the one below – a photo by Kazuya of a Hummingbird
Hawk Moth. These are really amazing creatures. I remember the
first one I ever saw one – I truly thought it was some kind of hummingbird for about 10 minutes.

I think I look very young in this photo (above).

There is one more photo from Kinchakuda which I want to
show you – one of Lotus Seedpods. I find this photo to be very attractive. Of course there are also a couple more of them on the
website for September. There are also some photos of Cosmos
flowers from Kinchakuda on the website. There is also one shot of
the front of the Hot Spring – the Makibano-yu or Makibano Hot
Spring.
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th

The photo just above was taken on October 8 at Showa Kinen Park – our next adventure. It is Kin-moku-sei (Osmanthus fragrans var. aurantiacus) – a very interesting flower. We went to
Showa Kinen Park to check out the progress of their famous Cosmos Hill. There were lots of Cosmos flowers around in various
parts of the park, but the Cosmos Hill was not at its peak yet.
The next photo – also at Showa Kinen park is an amazingly
pink Water Lily.

Our next outing was on October 16th – another climb of Mt.
Takao. We found the bottle-brush plants (Cimicifuga simplex) to be
in full bloom. Bottle-brush plant is just our common name for this
plant – from the photo below you can see why – I have no idea
whether this plant even has an English common name.

We also found some weird fungi and mushrooms on this trip.
A photo of a very tiny mushroom is just below – very interesting.

The photo just above is a field of Cosmos Flowers, but not the
famous Cosmos Hill. You can find some shots of the Cosmos Hill
on the website, and even some panorama shots, if you want to take
a look. The only remaining photo I want to show you from this date
is the one below. As we exited the park via the Tachikawa Gate we
found that the Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba) trees were really weighted
down with fruits this year. It’s amazing how many fruits the Ginkgo
Trees have – everywhere – this year. I’ve never seen so many in
the years I have been here.

Then, our next outing/adventure was on the 22nd of the month.
We went to Hakone via Hakone Yumoto, Gora, Sounzan and Owakudani. The means of transportation we used were normal train,
mountain tram, cable-car and ropeway. On the first day it was
mostly cloudy and the first amazing photos were taken in the later
afternoon – at Sengoku-Kogen. After the ropeway from Owakudani
to Togendai we took a bus to Sengoku-Kogen – the photo below
was taken here – Susuki Grass (Miscanthus sinensis). This is a
huge field of great beauty. Too bad there was no sun.
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much – I did the final preparations to get the website up and alive
for the October photos and got it all set and the “Website Updated”
e-mails sent out. That ends October.


November Happenings
We didn’t go anywhere very far away during the month of November, but we got lots of fall color photos. The first place we went
in November was to Mt. Mitake and Mt. Hinode. Our purpose was
to search for Senburi on Mt. Hinode – and we found them too.
Senburi (Swertia japonica) is a very late fall flower. The photo below is the one I like the best.

The above photo was also taken at Sengoku-Kogen – the sun
came out for about 3 minutes and this was one of the few photos
we got while the sun was out. At least we had no rain.
The following day, October 23rd, there was good sun. Due to
that fact we went back to Owakudani first thing in the morning and
from the cable-car on the way up we got the following photo – sun
shining on the steam coming from the volcanic fumaroles on the
mountain.

When we finished on Mt. Mitake and Mt. Hinode on the 5th we
hiked a bit along the Tama River to check out the fall colors too –
they were not yet peaking, but we knew that we’d better come again
soon.
th
So, we went west again on November 13 – out to Okutama
and then we hiked up the Okutama old road along the Tama River
to Okutama Lake. The below photo is one of many which we took
that day. The colors were getting GOOD!

We also got some great shots of Mt. Fuji from Owakudani on
this date – one of them is above – Mt. Fuji with Susuki grass in the
foreground.
You can find several more photos of this area on the website
for October if you are interested.
On the final weekend of the month, the 30th and 31st we went
th
once again to Makibano-yu or Makibano Hot Spring on the 30 and
st
had a nice day of enjoying the hot spring. On the 31 we didn’t do

When we finished up hiking the Okutama Old Road on the 13th
we took a train back to Mitake and hiked down the river there to
check the progress of fall colors on the same route which we
th
th
walked on the 5 . On this date (13 ) it was already late afternoon
and the light was failing us – we made the decision to return here
tomorrow morning. This area is only an hour from our station on
the Holiday Special Train.
th
So, we returned to Mitake again on the 14 and took many
photos of the Famous Ginkgo Tree – the tree which I post many
photos of every year on the website, and the same tree which I
have included photos of pretty much every year in this letter – 2002,
2003, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008 and 2009 (not 2006). I have 2 photos of the Famous Ginkgo to insert this year – they are both on the
nd
next page, first column. The 2 one was taken by Kazuya – a type
of photo which never occurred to me. I think it was a very unique
and good idea, nice going Kazuya.
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again had to wait in line – we were at the front of the line for 30
minutes and there were empty tables in the dining room – we could
see them. Their excuse was that “the kitchen is too busy” – what?
The kitchen cannot handle preparing meals for the size of the seating area?! That is pretty sad it seems like. It was then when we
decided never to give them our business again.
So, this time we just used them to take photos. The following
photo was taken on the Hot Spring property – they have some great
Maple Trees.

st

On the following day – November 21 – we visited Nogawa
Park again and I captured this image of a Hover Fly inside of a Blue
Gentian (Gentiana sp.).

th

On November 20 we went out to Musashi-Itsukaichi to check
out the fall colors in that area. We hiked up the highway from the
Musashi-Itsukaichi Station until we came to the river and good colors. The shot below exhibits a good variety of colors.

There is a Hot Spring out this direction – our intention was to
hike to that Hot Spring and take a bunch of photos around there.
We don’t like that Hot Spring because their service is really lacking
and they seem pretty screwed up as far as making any kind of logical decisions about anything. When we went there and bathed one
time (the only time we ever bathed there) – the first problem was
that we had to wait in line for 20 minutes at a ticket machine just to
purchase tickets to enter – they don’t have the common sense to
put in a couple of more ticket machines. Then we had to wait in line
The photo immediately above this was taken on the following
to enter the men’s bath – and when we finally got in, it was virtually weekend at Chofu Park. We were again out on our bicycles and we
empty – why was it necessary to wait in line. When we finished up stopped at this very small park on the way to Jindai Botanical Garbathing and soaking and relaxing and went out to the restaurant we den. We were a bit surprised to find this beautiful tree here.
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Then we continued on to Jindai Botanical Garden and went
straight to the Maple Garden – which is always very nice. We found
it to be nice this year too – one photo of the Maple Garden is just
below.

And that ends November – only 1 month to go!



December Happenings
When we finished up in the Maple Garden we went over to the
The first thing we did in December was on the 4th. We went to
Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum) area. These trees sometimes
become beautiful in the Autumn. This year they were quite nice – Tokyo University’s – Koishikawa Botanical Garden. We wondered if
there would be any good fall colors there. They have many species
photo below – the brick reds contrast nicely with the green pines.
of non-native trees growing there, so we thought that there might be
something worth looking at while it had it’s fall clothing on.
Well, the place was not spectacular, but we got a few nice
photos. We kept 235 photos from the day, I selected 22 for inclusion on the website with the December Photos, and I chose 4 of
those for inclusion here.

The next day – the 27th – we went to Tonogayato Garden,
again on our bicycles. This is another amazing place for beautiful
Maple Trees.

This photo (above) is 2 shots stitched together, which is why it
is wide but not very tall. There is one more photo from this trip
which I want to share with you – you can find it in first position in the
next column. In Tonogayato Garden there is a small stream and
pond with some small goldfish in it. On this day there were some
little isolated groups of red maple leaves floating around and, of
course, the fish were swimming around too. One had to wait, but if
we exercised patience it was possible to get a photo like that shown
– the red maple leaves with a goldfish swimming by. This one was
taken by Kazuya – I liked this one better than any of the ones which
I was able to get. What do you think? Pretty amazing photo, right?

This first image (above) shows a nicely colored Ginkgo
(Ginkgo biloba) tree with some banana trees off to the left of it.
This image is actually 2 photos which have been stitched together.
The next photo (on the following page) exhibits a very appealing contrast I believe. There is the nice blue sky, some red maple
trees on the very left side of the photo, an evergreen Cinnamomum
camphora tree in the center and then you can see a bare Ginkgo
tree. All in all I believe this to be a nice photo.
The image following that one is actually two photos which,
once again, have been stitched together. The 2 photos are of the
pond area and they exhibit a good deal of fall colors. Also note the
reflections in the pond.
The final photo from this outing is merely a nicely colored
photo which I like a great deal. Again, it is the nice blue sky and
some good fall colors for contrast.
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And that’s all from the December 4th outing.
th
Today is December 7 , so I cannot do anything more until the
next outing. I have decided that the cut-off date for this letter will be
th
th
the photos from the weekend of December 18 and 19 . It will get
put to bed early in the following week.
th
th
The next weekend – December 11 & 12 we did not have
much excitement. On Saturday we went out and climbed Mt. Takao
– mostly in search of Frost Flowers. The only Flower we found,
however, was a very strange Hydrangea bush in the woods with
ONE flower in absolutely full magnificent bloom. How did this
strangeness happen anyway?! In the next column you can see a
photo of it – one flower in bloom beside the dead and brown other
flowers.
It was an amazingly clear day and we could see forever. From
the summit of Mt. Takao it is not too uncommon to be able to see
Mt. Fuji, but today it was amazingly clear in the morning. The 2
photos in the next column attest to that fact. The first Mt. Fuji photo
was enhanced a bit – if I recall, I only adjusted the brightness and
contrast. The 2nd photo of Mt. Fuji was adjusted in a rather major
manner – I used the HDR (High Dynamic Range) adjustment tool in
Photoshop CS5. That made a rather striking change to the photo,
eh. It looks a bit like fakery, but I like it.
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And, that brings us up to date once again!
Okay, now it’s December 20th – the day before a full moon in
this part of the world and also the day before the winter solstice.
What’s happened since the last time I added something?
th
On Friday, the 17 , Kazuya finished his first Annual Christmas
Letter and discovered that his blog would not let him post a file of
that size (in megabytes). So, we ended up posting it on my domain
and just linking it from his blog.
th
On Saturday, the 18 , we went to Chofu Wholesale Market for
our annual purchase of Christmas Hams. This year we bought 2
different kinds of hams for a total of ¥4,725 (about $56 at current
exchange rates). After that we bicycled up the No River (Nogawa)
and took some photos of Kingfishers which we saw along the river.
They were not so great though, so nothing for here. In fact I didn’t
even select anything from that outing for the website.
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th

On Sunday, the 19 , we went to Jindai Botanical Garden once
again and looked around. Our specific purpose in going there was
to look for frost flowers, but it was not cold enough and there were
none. We did, however, take some photos and of the ones we took
I selected 19 of them for the website. Let me see if there are any of
them which are of high enough quality to put here.
Okay, I want to show you a Bird of Paradise (Strelitzia reginae)
photo which came out very nice and also a Kingfisher photo from
that day. Oops! Changed my mind. I’m going to give you the Bird
of Paradise photo, but I decided that the Kingfisher photo is not that
great and I’m going to give you an Amazon Basin Water Lily - Victoria cruziana. Both of these photos were taken in the greenhouse at
the Botanical Garden.

I was there in plenty of time to see it, but I was off to the side
drinking a cup of hot coffee which I made on the camp stove and I
heard the people going “oooohhhh” and “aaahhh” and I knew I had
missed the instant when the sun slid down behind Mt. Fuji! Kazuya
had to work on the 20th, so I went out there by myself.
rd
I went out and climbed Mt. Takao again on December 23 . Alrd
though the 23 was a National Holiday, Kazuya had to work, but
lots of people did not have to work and there was a terrible crowd of
people! The weather was practically too clear and the 2 photos below are the best I got.

And that is going to end things for this year. This is the longest it has ever been. Now I need to PDF it and get it up to the web
and let you all know that it exists.
And, once again, up to date.
Let’s hope that 2011 will bring each and every one of us more
th
On December 20 I went out to Mt. Takao to try and catch excitement, adventures and prosperity and that the world will still be
“Diamond Fuji”. Let me show the best photo now in this column.
here come this time next year.
By the way – there are 9 full pages of text here when it is all
copied and pasted into a separate document. That means there
are 21 pages of photos. I’ve shown you 158 photos out of more
than 11,600 which I have taken this year and out of maybe 1,100
which you’ve had the chance to see on the website this year (I’m
not going to count them all). Hope that you enjoy this.

So – MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR to all of you
from Kazuya and myself! 

& Kazuya

The Year in Review – 2011
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This year it’s
th
November 19 when
I am writing these
th
first words of the 17
Volume of this Annual Letter. I say it
every year, but it absolutely amazes me that this is
th
Where??
the 17 year of this same format! The arrow
?
sign image, the backgrounds, the headers
Been There!
and so on remain the same for another
year. I have all of the previous issues saved in
PDF files, just in case you’d like to see them
G oing T here
all from the previous years! In fact, the
?
composite PDF file, including all letters from
2002 through this one, is now on the website
and you can download the entire “book” if you want
to do so. Once again, I’m going to tell the story of
the year with pictures as much as I possibly can and
then I’ll create a PDF file and put it on the website,
where you can download it at your convenience. If
you prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but before asking
me to do so please ensure that you have a sufficient
space allocation to be able to receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so
when you print this on your printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader
and Letter Size Paper be sure that the “Fit to Page” box is checked.
Okay? Okay! Let’s get started!


2011 Draws
to a Close!

This 2nd photo, above, shows the Hot Spring buildings in the
heavy snowfall. I used a flash to accentuate the falling snow – the
flash reflected off the snowflakes and made for a pretty picture.
This next photo shows the beauty of the outdoor bath in the
heavy snow. You can see two people soaking in the pool if you
look closely enough.

January Happenings
Kazuya and I headed north to Tsuru No Yu (The Hot Spring of
the Crane) in Akita Prefecture for the 2nd year in a row on Decemth
ber 30 at 4:49 AM. You may recall that we also went to that Hot
Spring last year. We decided that it was a very nice place to be for
New Year so we went there again.

The photo below was the view from the hallway near our room.

This first photo – above – shows what we saw from Tazawako
st
Train Station when we arrived there 6:29 AM on December 31 . It
was snowing and pretty. From here we had to take a bus out towards the Hot Spring. We got off the bus at the junction where we
had to walk from and continued on – on foot – to the Hot Spring.
It was just as beautiful as we remembered it from last year.
Once again we made our reservations very late and we had to settle for a room which somebody had called and canceled their reservations on. The room we had this year was fancier than the room
we had last year, and therefore somewhat more expensive. We,
however, do not do this kind of thing often so we did not mind paying a pretty hefty price tag for the room and the kind of service that
they accord their guests.
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st
On January 1 we went from the Hot Spring to Kazuya’s And – three Frost Flowers photos follow.
hometown, Funagata, Yamagata Prefecture. We relaxed and had a
st
good time with his parents on the first and the evening of the 1 .
Happy New Year!
nd
On the 2 we went took trains from Kazuya’s hometown to
Naruko Onsen Station. We bathed in 2 different Hot Springs in that
small town. We had some kind of noodles in a duck meat broth for
nd
lunch there and then after the 2 Hot Spring we bought a beer and
headed back for Kazuya’s hometown on the train.

The above photo shows a scene from the train between Kazuya’s hometown and Naruko Onsen Station.
rd
On January 3 we headed for home and on the way we saw
some interesting country as we passed through some light fog here
and there. The photo below is one example of the type of scenery
we saw on the way home.

th

Kazuya had to return to work on January 5 , so by the time we
got all of our photos labeled and backed up and he got his blog updated, it was time for him to go back to his job! Vacations are never
long enough.
I worked on creating some backgrounds for the website –
backgrounds which you see to this day on nearly all pages – those
various colored backgrounds with the diagonal stripe.
th
On January 9 we went to Jindai Botanical Garden and
searched for Frost Flowers. We found some, but they were so very
tiny that we did not even bother to keep any of the photos of them.
Sad to say, I see that I did not put any Frost Flower photos in last
year’s Christmas Letter – apparently we took those photos too late
in the month of December for them to get included in that letter.
For that reason I am going to go ahead and insert a couple of the
Frost Flower photos we took in December of 2010 – Let me just
search for them for a moment or two.
Okay, I found 3 magnificent Frost Flower photos taken on December 25, 2010 – Christmas Day – when we climbed Mt. Takao to
take Diamond Fuji and Frost Flower photos. I am not going to show
any photos of Diamond Fuji here – you will have to go to the website and look at the December 2010 photos to see the photos of
Diamond Fuji in 2010.

Oops, sorry but seeing as the first 2 are portrait mode shots
there is only room for 2 of the 3 on this page. Please go to the next
page to see the final Frost Flower shot. You must keep in mind that
these were shot in December, 2010 and do not really belong here.
I’m just showing them because I showed none last year.
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book friendly and published it as an e-book edition too – that has
sold 14 copies to date.
There will be additional print and e-book news throughout the
year, but that ends the news and photos for the month of January.
It was not a very eventful month it seems like.


February Happenings
In early February I didn’t have enough to do and worked on
calendars for 2012 already! A little early, but by the end of the
month I already had 9 calendars ready for 2012 and posted previews of them with the February photos on the website.
We took a trip to Nogawa Park to check on the spring flowers
on February 13th. Below is one photo from that trip. This shows the
first good photos of Shibateranthis pinnatifida or Setsubun-sou in
Japanese. You may recall that this is one of our first spring ground
flowers and it is a harbinger of the spring to come. It’s a wonderful
day for enthusiasm for the upcoming season when we find this
small flower.

Okay, now I’m going to show you a single photo from that
January 9th trip to Jindai Botanical Garden. Remember that Jindai
Botanical Garden is the one which is only a 15 minute bicycle ride
from our house. This single photo shows the Botanical Garden
pond with a thin layer of ice on it.

th

The next project which I undertook was to create a sitemap of
everything which is on our website – you can find that even today –
updated every month of course. If you click the “Site Map” button
on most any page you go to that site map. It is small, but complete.
I started back to work on January 11th, but I did not have many
classes scheduled in January – few classes scheduled = little
money, as I get paid for classes actually taught.
th
th
th
On January 17 , 18 and 19 I had 3 straight days of “all day”
classes (9:00 AM – 5:00 PM), so that helped out monetarily for the
month of January.
The next website project was to make the various buttons
which you see everywhere on the site. I am not sure if the buttons
you see today are the same as the ones I created back in January
of this year, I think I have re-created them a couple of times this
year.
th
On January 15 I received the “Kindle” which I ordered from
Amazon back in December. At first I didn’t know what to make of it
– the e-Ink and so on – but I quickly came to love it. It causes less
eyestrain than a paper book, it’s lighter weight than a paper book
and it holds (supposedly) about 3,500 books. At this writing I have
114 books on it and still have 95% free space, so it’s probably true.
Near the end of the month I found my old English – Ilokano
Dictionary document file which I created a while after I returned
from the Peace Corps back in 1985. I decided to resurrect it
through the world of “Self-Publishing”. I totally reformatted it and
made it all pretty and made it 5 x 8 inches, made a nice color image
for the cover and published it through CreateSpace.com. It has
been selling fairly well – to date (today is Nov. 20) it has sold 21
copies through Amazon.com. I also eventually formatted it to be e-

On about February 15 I started working on a new version of
the Photo Book which I first started work on back in 2008. At that
time I selected a bunch of photos and did a bunch of text, but really
had no hopes of ever publishing a book. But, the English – Ilokano
Dictionary was kind of a test of Self Publishing and seeing as things
worked out with that, then I decided to go ahead and try and actually do a Japan Photo Book and publish it through the Self Publishing world. So, I pretty much started all over again, just using the
2008 effort as a starting point. I looked at our web pages online –
for example – all January Photo pages from 2004 to the present.
There are a total of 17 pages which show some 492 photos taken
during the month of January over the years. From those ~492 photos I was able to select 12 photos which ended up being used in the
book. I continued working on the book for quite some time and will
give you progress updates here.
On the 18th I had some photos for the first few days of Winter
selected and actually started writing the book and inserting photos.
By the end of the day it stood at 32 pages of photos and text. Keep
in mind, however, that I had the 2008 version to get me started.
th
On February 19 we went to see the stage play “The Tempest”. One of my students nowadays is the owner of a Stage Play
Production Company – Nelke Planning. This was a huge play and
there were lots of advertisements for it everywhere – in train stations, on TV and so on. My student, as the producer, was able to
furnish me with complimentary tickets, so we went to it. Although it
was in Japanese language – of course – it was very impressive for
me.
We went out to the Mitake Area for the next couple of weekends in search of Mountain Kingfisher – a bird. This is a very beautiful, and rare bird, which we had never seen before. We were able
to find it, but none of our photos were really great – being a bird of
deep mountains, it never came very close to us. I borrowed some
photos from Wikipedia to display on the webpage for February. The
bird is most impressive. We were able to view it with binoculars
and see it very well.
I have a note on February 21st that I received the 2nd proof of
the English – Ilokano Dictionary and that the cover image was still
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not centered. Self Publishing requires lots of trail and error as well
as very careful proofing of your own work.
th
On February 25 I have a note that the Japan Photo Book
stood at 77 pages of photos and text.
th
On February 26 we took a trip to Bubaigawara Plum Blossom
Park and took the below photo. The Plum Blossoms were really
nice in the local area, but not yet anywhere near their peak in the
mountains.

mountain and then also Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro. Those are not very
high mountains, but at least it gets us outdoors and out of the city.
We saw a nice view of Mt. Fuji with an umbrella (as shown above).
We also found our first mountain flowers of the season – Chrysosplenium album var. stamineum (below).

We also found another species of Chrysosplenium – Chrysosplenium macrostemon var. atrandrum – shown below.
On February 27th we again returned to Mitake in search of the
Mountain Kingfisher, but it was not to be found – it was already
warm enough so that the pair of them had apparently returned to
their home in the higher mountains.
th
On February 28 I have a note to the effect that the Photo
Book stood at 88 pages and that I had successfully inserted about
½ of the June photos. It probably seems to you that it’s going incredibly quick. But keep in mind that I was spending every spare
moment working on the old 2008 draft and searching for more up to
date and/or better photos of everything. I also had to use Photoshop and convert ALL of the photos from the 180 dots/inch which
our cameras take, to the 300 dpi which is required for selfpublishing. It was a time consuming process. I did not have so
many classes during this first part of the year and I had quite a bit of
free time. In addition, we were not doing much adventuring on
weekends, so that allowed even more time to work on the book.
Anyway, that’s the end of February.


March Happenings
On March 2nd I have a note in my Journal that I started working
on Part 3 – Summer of the Photo Book. Of course I still did not
have a cover, a foreword, had not proofed any of it or anything of
the sort – the REAL work had not yet been started. Kind of like
building a house – after the frame is up then the real work begins. I
believe the same thing to be true of a book – that the writing is like
the frame of the house, and after the writing is complete, then the
real work begins.
th
On March 6 we went out to Mt. Takao and climbed that

In Japanese this above plant is known as “Dirty-Cat’s eye! Interesting, eh.
th
On March 8 I have a note in my Journal that I finished inserting the July photos into the Outdoor Photo Book.
Than 3/11 came! We were both home on Match 11, 2011 at
2:46 PM. I was taking a siesta and Kazuya was working on his
computer when the apartment started shaking – “oh, an earthquake”. That should be no big deal – but it was! The shaking
lasted for a long time and it was violent! The epicenter of the magnitude 9.0 earthquake was a considerable distance from Tokyo, but
we surely felt it and it scared the heck out of us. Stuff was falling off
shelves everywhere in the apartment and we were outdoors holding
on for dear life as the earth shook and quaked. It seemed that it
was never going to stop, but it finally did and we managed to get
everything picked up and back in place on the shelves. Amazingly
enough, the only thing which broke in our apartment was a plastic
picture frame which ended up on the floor. It was unbelievable that
was the only thing in the house which was broken. Aftershocks
were practically continuous for the next several hours. We watched
the tsunami come ashore live on the TV and the damage that was
caused was just not something which we could easily comprehend.
The aftershocks continued for about 10 days and there were lots of
them, and up to magnitude 6+. It was so fortunate that neither of us
had to work on March 11th and that we were home when it happened. Trains were not running AT ALL for the next 14 hours or so.
People who were at their offices stayed at their offices or else took
a taxi or bus home. We went out the next day to discover how
crazy people were being. It was definitely siege mentality time and
people were buying up virtually everything they could lay their
hands at the supermarkets. We acted reasonably and bought
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enough for supper and that was all. Now I'm writing this 8 months
after the quake and it seems that we were some of the sharpest
people around. I can't imagine how many flashlight batteries, candles, packages of Cup Ramen, bags of rice, packages of toilet paper and so on that some people must still have in their homes.
They'll probably be throwing away batteries in a couple of years!
My work teaching English was canceled immediately and through
th
April 4th. Fortunately Kazuya started back to work on March 18 so
that we had some money coming in.
After that it was a bad month for getting out and enjoying life.
Following the March 11th "Great Eastern Japan Earthquake"
things were scary and scary. Although we managed to make it out
th
th
on both March 13 and 19 things were weird after the quake.
th
Here (below) are 2 photos from our outing on March 13 – we bicycled to Nogawa Park and found these nice Plum Blossoms.

And here is a photo of an Orchid – Cymbidium goeringii – in
Nogawa Park.

On the 19th we got a little more brave and hoped that the trains
would not stop due to a severe aftershock or an electrical outage
and we went out to Mt. Takao again. Yes – there were LOTS of
electrical outages, rolling blackouts actually. When the Fukushima
Nuclear Power Plant was destroyed by the tsunami the government
ordered a shutdown of all of the Nuclear Power Plants in the country for inspection, and seeing as about 35% of Japan’s electricity
comes from Nuclear Energy there were severe shortages. That
th
was why all of my English classes were canceled until April 4 –
there were rolling blackouts of everything around – trains, office
buildings and virtually everything. If one was fortunate to live along
a power line which fed hospitals or other critical facilities then one
was spared the outages. We were spared having any outages at all
– we really have no idea why. We live on the same street as an old
folks home – maybe that is considered a critical facility or maybe
they have a guest or two who are on a respirator or iron lung or
something. We really have no idea why, but anyway, we never had
an outage at our apartment.
So, by the 19th things had kind of settled down – they had figured out that trains are critical and they had pretty much stopped
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cutting power to the main train lines. There were still stoppages of
trains, but not the main lines.
th
Below is one photo from the 19 , when we went back to Mt.
Takao. This photo shows Kazuya on the kind of terrain where we
often have to go to get the kinds of photos which we get. I hope
that you can appreciate just how steep this piece of ground is.

Kazuya made it out to the mountains again on the 27th, but I
was in the USA. "What?", you ask! Yes, that's correct. Kazuya
and I had initially planned to take a 3 week vacation to the USA
(Alaska and Oregon) this coming July. I had to go back sometime
before my birthday this year (August) to renew my Alaska Driver's
License, so we had planned to make the most of that necessary trip.
Well, after the earthquake, all but 1 of my English classes was canth
celed until April 4 and 2 of them permanently canceled (I guess it
was no longer necessary for those company's to use English?). So,
knowing that money was going to be short this summer, we decided
that it would be best if I just quickly went to Alaska, renewed my
Driver's License and returned as quickly as possible. That would
th
minimize the expenses. Therefore I left on March 24 , flew from
Narita Airport to Seattle and then on to Anchorage, spent 2 nights in
a less expensive hotel there, renewed my Driver's License and then
flew from Anchorage to Seattle and then on to Narita Airport in Japan. The total trip – from the time I walked out my front door until I
walked back through my front door, was just about 104 hours.
Considering the total layover time of over 16 hours, it was a pretty
quick trip. I accomplished everything I needed to accomplish – or
th
at least nearly everything. Oh, I was home on March 28 at about
5:30 PM - and I was worn out from that kind of a whirlwind trip.
One thing that I did accomplish in all of those hours I spent in
airports and on airplanes during those 4 days was to proof the portion of the BOOK which was completed. I found SO MANY errors in
grammar, punctuation, references to photos – for example “the
photo below” when the photo was actually above – and so on that I
had several sheets of paper filled with corrections which I was going to have to make when I got back to my computer. How did I
proof it without a computer?! Well, I made a PDF of it and put it on
my Kindle. Kindle e-readers can read PDF files with no problem at
all. It’s only pain if you have too much information on a PDF page –
for example small font size and LOTS of text on a page. With a
Kindle one is able to create a screen shot, so I just put the PDF file
of the BOOK into my Kindle and created a screenshot which I’ll
show you on the next page. You’ll be able to see that it’s possible,
if not extremely comfortable, to do proof work on the Kindle screen.
As I said, I had about 16 hours of layovers on the trip – it
seemed ridiculous to me, but that was the way things ended up
working out. I was able to meet only friend in my short time in
Alaska. I met Chris M. in Anchorage. He had to pass through Anchorage on business and he managed to contact me via my iPhone
e-mail and let me know Therefore we had the opportunity to get together for breakfast on my final day in Anchorage. We were also
able to hook up at the airport due to his flight back to Fairbanks being delayed by several hours. It was really wonderful to see an old
friend. I was so very pleased that he made the effort to contact me
when he realized that we were both in Anchorage.
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Okay, here’s that screenshot of the BOOK which shows the
way the PDF file looks on my Kindle. The width here is 3.33 inches
and the width of the Kindle is 3.5 inches, so this is just about precisely what it looks like.

where we go means small, but the kanji can be pronounced both as
“O” and also as “Ko”. We have always referred to it as “O”-gesawa,
but Kazuya told me that he was not sure and that he had seen it referred to as Ko-gesawa. So, we did an internet search for both
Ogesawa and Kogesawa. It turned out that the only references to
this particular place which called it Ogesawa were our own web
pages. Everywhere else it was referred to as Kogesawa. So – we
went out to Kogesawa Creek – where there are always lots of violets and beautiful flowers in the spring. Below is a great photo of a
Viola eizanensis.

th

Our next outing was on April 8 when we went to the area of
the Imperial Palace and walked around Chidorigafuchi Moat. There
are so many cherry trees around this moat. Somehow we had
never visited here before. We were amazed. The photo below
even made it into the Outdoor Photo book which was being worked
on at that time.

And that ends the month of March.



April Happenings
In April things returned to a more normal situation – at least after a while.
On April 2nd we returned to Mt. Takao once again – the violet’s
season was starting, so we were getting excited about that and took
our chances with trains and electricity. We found this fabulous example of Viola japonica in the same place where we always find
this plant. It is so amazing – the number of flowers this particular
plant can have.

Then, on April 3rd we went out to a place where we always go
at about this time of the year. With the Japanese Language one
can never be absolutely which one of the various kanji pronunciations to call a place. For example, I am sure that you have seen Mt.
Fuji referred to both as Fuji-san and Fuji-yama. That’s because the
kanji character for mountain is pronounced as both san and yama,
but in each particular case it has a correct rendition and an incorrect rendition. So, anyway, the first kanji character for this place
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Our next trip was on April 10 – we went to Koishikawa Botanical Garden near the heart of the city of Tokyo. This Botanical
Garden is owned and operated by Tokyo University, so it is quite
nice. We generally go there 2 or 3 times a year – in the spring to
see the plum and/or cherry blossoms, in the summer at some time
when we can’t think of anything else to do on some particular
weekend, and in the late autumn when the fall colors are at their
peak. So, this was our first trip there this year. The cherry blossom
photo just before this – at the bottom of page 6 – was taken at Koishikawa Botanical Garden. The next photo too – of Chaenomeles
sinensis – was taken there. The common name of this small tree is
Chinese Quince. Do you know what that is? Check out Google if
you don’t know.

By now all of my classes which continued after the earthquake
were back in progress and I had one private class which paid (and
continues to pay) better than any other class. This student was at
one time a Simul (my company) customer. He was, however, very
displeased with the hourly rate he was being charged by them and
he found me. I was still not up to the number of hours per week
which I had been before the earthquake, but at least I was back to
work and had some income again.
With the Photo Book I was now selecting photos from November through the years for processing and insertion into it. When I
finished with November the book stood at 328 pages. As I wrote I
asked a few close friends to take a look at it and posted it online in
PDF format for them to download and proof, offer suggestions, or
whatever they were willing to do. I only got one taker though, for
actual help with ideas. I then selected only 13 photos from December photos through the years and worked on processing and inserting those. Then – an index. If you have purchased and read the
book you know that it has a rather extensive index – that was a real
chore. I did not create Index entries with MS-Word, I actually read
each page and made the index that way. So, if anything was going
to change in reference to page numbers after this, it would mess up
the entire index.
I need to insert the next photo now – before I run out of space
in this column.

Okay, now you are wondering what that photo is, right? Well,
on April 15th Kazuya and I went to Mt. Kakuda in Niigata Prefecture.
It is not a tall mountain – it’s 482 meters or 1,580 feet. One starts
right at the ocean beach on the climb of this mountain, so one actually climbs every one of those 482 meters. This mountain is the
most amazing place to find 2 very different spring flowers. That
second photo in the previous column is Trout Lily (Erythronium japonicum). There is so much of it on this mountain that it is too
amazing for words. This photo was not just one small patch of
Trout Lily, it was like this all along the trail for a couple kilometers of
more! It’s an unbelievable sight.
This area is also famous for Hepatica – specifically Hepatica
nobilis var. japonica f. magna. Oh my heavens! Can you believe all
of these Hepatica flowers?

We hiked up a little known path and we were just so shocked
by the number of Hepatica flowers which we were able to see. We
could not believe it. On the more well known areas of the mountain
the plant thieves have really thinned out the plants, especially the
more scarce colors – reds, pinks and so on. In the central portion
of the above image you can see so many individual plants that you
should be just as amazed as we were. Along the top and bottom of
the central photo are some individual flower insertions. Both the
Trout Lily photo shown in the previous column and also the Hepatica image shown directly above made it into the book under the
spring section. They replaced other – less magnificent photos, so
the changes needed in the index were minimal. As I previously
said, any addition to the number of pages at this point would have
meant a lot more work on the index!
Oh, One thing I totally forgot to mention – on the short trip to
Alaska I bought and brought back 3 or 4 of the 2-pound blocks of
my favorite cheese – Tillamook. Nowadays they have several varieties – regular, moderately aged, aged for a long time and so on.
I think I bought a block of each kind. There is a note in my Journal
on April 13th that I made Grilled Cheese sandwiches for lunch with
Tillamook Cheese and that’s why I remembered to mention it just
above.
There is also a note in my Journal on the same day saying that
th
the aftershocks are still continuing and that on April 13 we had at
least a 5.8, a 5.4 & a 5.2 magnitude quake.
th
On Sunday, the 17 , we went out to Mitake and hiked the Takamizu 3-mountains trail. On that trail one crosses over Sougaku
Mtn. (756 m = 2,480 ft), Iwatakeishi Mtn. (793 m = 2,602 ft) and Takamizu Mtn. (759 m = 2,490 ft). We always hope to see many species of violets on this hike. We were somewhat early this year
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though and we ended up being somewhat disappointed in what we
were able to find. One of the best photos we took on this day is
shown below. It was taken at the small shrine on the side of Takamizu Mtn. as one begins the final descent back to the bottom.
This photo shows a beautiful Mountain Azalea bush and a small hut
which holds the bell for this shrine.

On April 18th I had finished up with the index of the book,
made a name – “Outdoor Photography of Japan: Through the
Seasons” – created a cover, a Table of Contents, a Dedication and
a Foreword and I submitted it to the publisher. It was approved
about 2 days later and I ordered the first proof copy.
nd
On April 22 we went to Nogawa Park, but there were no special photos from that day. That’s the park which is about 15 minutes, by bicycle, from our apartment.
rd
On April 23 I decided that I was not EVEN satisfied with the
formatting of the BOOK and before I even had the first proof in my
hands I was messing around with the formatting of it. I did not
comment in my Journal as to precisely what I changed, but I think
that it was something having to do with headers and footers.
th
On April 29 we went to Nogawa Park again and we found this
amazingly colored blue flower – Amsonia elliptica. There are not so
many blue colored flowers in the world, so this was kind of amazing
for us to see. We wondered why we had never seen it before – the
flowers apparently – are very short-lived and we just never happened to visit there at the proper time in the past.
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was the best choice and I agreed with several of that person’s arguments and therefore black was chosen. The color of the first
draft was not black. I still did not even have the 1st proof of the
book in my hands and several changes were already made.
Okay, here is the photo I selected to show you of the Golden
Orchid (Cephalanthera falcata).

And the image below is what the final book cover ended up
looking like. The publisher inserted the ISBN bar code in the lower
right portion of the read cover – I knew that was where the bar code
would be inserted and that’s why there is a nice blank place reserved for it.

And that’s the end of April.



May Happenings
st

When we finished up at Nogawa Park we continued on to
Musashino Park on our bicycles and we found the beautiful pink
colored Dogwood shown in the next photo. We also continued on
to Sengen-yama Park and took many photos of Golden Orchids
(Cephalanthera falcata), but I have not chosen to show you any
photos of that flower – maybe I should go back and select one!
Okay, I went back and selected the best Cephalanthera falcata
photo out of several and it is inserted in the next column.
One final note from April – I also showed you several choices
for Book Cover colors on the website and asked you to vote. Only
six people voted – and there was no big majority of votes for any
particular color, but one person noted several reasons why black

On May 1 I started to work on a Kindle e-book reader version
of the English – Ilokano Dictionary. At the beginning there was a
very steep learning curve. E-books are a different animal than print
books. With an e-reader people can select the text size they want
to read, and therefore the book text “flows”. You cannot have any
headers, footers, page numbers, text beside photos or any kind of
fancy formatting in an e-book. You can, however, use proper punctuation and you can spell words correctly. These are the 2 biggest
problems I have noticed with people who self-publish books. After
they go to all the trouble of writing a book, they cannot manage to
push F7 while in MS-Word and do a spell check. And, it’s just dang
right appalling that people do not have any idea of grammar and
punctuation rules nowadays. I see why professional editors are so
very important. I am sure that my book has grammar and punctuation errors, but I can assure you that they are minor and will not interfere with a person’s reading pleasure. And, I am damn sure that
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there are no spelling errors! Anyway – yes, e-books. A whole different animal than print books!
rd
On Tuesday, May 3 we headed off to Niigata Prefecture. We
took a train from our local station at 4:10 AM and we arrived at a
place in Oguni Town, Niigata Prefecture named the Kairagi-sou Inn
at 11:04 AM. We left a bunch of our stuff at the Inn – we could not
yet check in, but we had advance reservations so they didn’t mind
taking our stuff and putting it behind the counter until check-in time.
We then headed off to climb Mt. Kurate. At 952 meters (=3,123
feet) it was not a high mountain, but it was still pretty much snowcovered at the higher elevations. In fact, there was still a considerable amount of snow right down at the level of the Inn – as shown
in the below photo.

We ate the supper which was served at the Inn at 5:45 PM – it
was a very nice meal. Not excessively fancy, but nice.
The next morning we got up and hiked up the road a ways –
the weather on this day was somewhat more sunny than it had
been on the previous day and we could enjoy the mountain scenery
more. It was, however, fairly hazy, as you can see in the next photo.

As you can see, it was a day of high overcast, so although we
could see everything up to the tops of the surrounding mountains, it
was not exactly a beautiful day. The first thing we found was the
Shortia uniflora shown in the photo below. We usually do not succeed in capturing the delicate pink color shown in this photo. We
were maybe fortunate that it was overcast like it was, maybe that’s
why the delicate pink color showed up like it did on this day.

The next photo shows you a 3 shot panorama of the mountains.

We had to fight through lots of deep snow to get to the mountain trail and then we had to slog through lots of snow as we
climbed. We were not in the best condition yet this season and for
that reason we stopped kind of early to eat the lunch which we had
brought with us – at about 1:00 PM. We generally would probably
have waited until the top of the mountain to stop for lunch, but after
getting up so very early and hiking through the snow which we had
to go through, we stopped early. We also did not actually make it to
the summit of the mountain. We stopped and called it far enough at
a saddle just about maybe 20 minutes below the summit of the
mountain.
The next photo – in the next column – shows you that it was
rather warm for hiking on this day, I am in a T-shirt! This shot was
taken as we descended the mountain and even as we descended it
was not so cold that I wanted to put a shirt or jacket on.
We got back to the Inn and checked in at about 3:45 PM – we
virtually ran down the mountain – glissading in some places.

We ate breakfast at the Inn and then left at about 8:10 AM,
walking down the road. The first bus was not until around 11:00 AM,
so we anticipated a considerable hike down the road. Kazuya
thought he saw a pink-hued Anemone pseudoaltaica as we came
up in the bus yesterday, so we wanted to find that. We saw lots of
amazing scenery as we hiked down the road. The next shot – on
the following page – shows a snow bank beside the road with Kazuya as scale – and this was not just a drift or a snow berm left by
the snow plows, the snow was this depth all around this area.
The shot after that shows the beautiful river we hiked beside.
The colors were most amazing to see, and we also saw some
cherry trees as we hiked, but they were not excessively impressive
so I am not going to show you any photos of them.
The photo after that is a field of Skunk Cabbage – this one is
called Mizubashou in Japanese (Lysichiton camtschatcense). We
had never seen so many of this plant in one place except in parks –
we were amazed. This photo does not by any means, show the entire swampy area which was filled with this species. We just walked
around getting our feet wet and taking lots of photos of it. We also
found the other species of Skunk Cabbage here.
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had better stop at and wait for the bus – we found it. I was actually
quite surprised – I really did not think that he had seen it. I thought
that maybe he saw some other flower which was pinkish and he
thought it was a Anemone pseudoaltaica. Here it is!

We finally got back to the Oguni Town Station and ate lunch
there and then took trains bound for Kazuya’s hometown, which you
should know the name of by now – it is Funagata, Yamagata Prefecture. We got into Funagata Station at 5:28 PM, walked to Kazuya’s house and greeted Kazuya’s mother. His father returned
from work at about 6:30 PM, we ate and told stories and so on and
then it was the end of the day and we slept.
The following day we hiked up the creek behind Kazuya’s
house. We generally find lots of spring flowers there in May when
we come here, but this year was different – there was still quite a bit
of snow left this year and therefore not so many flowers. We did
find some nice flowers, but not nearly as many and also not as
many species as in previous years. After we finished hiking up the
creek we went to the area of a local shrine and found the most
amazing patch of bluish Anemone pseudoaltaica. Blue colored
ones are not so very rare, but this was the largest patch of blue
ones we had ever seen. There is a photo of this patch below.

Okay, this column is pretty full of the photos which I described
on the previous page.
We did eventually find the pink-hued Anemone pseudoaltaica
which Kazuya thought he saw yesterday. I had pretty much given
up hope and was telling him that he had hallucinated it. We had
never seen a pink-hued one before, didn’t even know that a pinkhued one might exist, so it just did not seem probable to me. But,
just a while before we arrived at a bus stop where we thought we

After that Kazuya’s mother took us to a nice place in the
Mogami Area for lunch and we also bought a bunch of mountain
vegetables – which are very popular for Tempura here in the countryside. Of course we had lots of very delicious Tempura with supper this evening.
The following day – May 6th – we went to Hijiori and Hijiori Hot
Spring. This was an area we had never visited before. We were
coming home today so we didn’t want to go too far, but we also did
not want to head for home first thing in the morning.
We got to Hijiori and found a nice public bath/Hot Spring in the
center of town which only cost ¥200. We bathed and soaked for a
while and then we hiked a couple of kilometers to a much fancier
Hot Spring – the Hijiori Caldera Hot Spring. That was a nice place
with both an indoor bath and also an outdoor one. After that we ate
lunch at a very nice Soba Noodle Restaurant on the outskirts of Hijiori (picture of Soba below) and after that we took a bus back and
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then caught the 3:27 PM Shinkansen headed for Tokyo. We got
home at about 9:00 PM, unpacked our bags and put stuff away and
then pretty much went straight to bed.

The first proof of the “Outdoor Photography of Japan:
Through the Seasons” was waiting in the mailbox when we arrived home. I anxiously opened the box and glanced at it – very
disappointedly – photos do not look the same in print as they do on
a computer screen – not at all! A lot of them were too dark, several
of them had a terrible yellowish cast to them – and I had not even
glanced at the text yet in proofing mode. I’ll tell you now – I went
through 4 proofs before I finally approved it for sale to the public
and it did not see first publication until June 10th. Even after that I
still caught things that I was not happy with and made additional
changes and resubmitted it. One thing about the Self-Publishing
process is that it is POD – or Print-on-Demand, which means that
when there is an order they print a single copy. There is no warehousing or anything like that. So, those of you who are reading this
who purchased the book in the first month or so – yes, if you bought
a copy today, there would be a few changes. Don’t worry – no photos have been changed since you purchased, just a few typos have
been fixed. For example – when I created the e-book edition of it,
just a month ago now, I found 4 places without a period at the end
of a sentence – I corrected those errors and resubmitted it. If you
look at your copy – on page 4 there is no period after the end of the
first paragraph. How did I happen to find those tiny errors? Because when I created the e-book edition I had to copy and paste all
of the text from the original edition into the e-book edition and read
it all and change all references to “the photo on the facing page”,
“the photo to the right/left” and so on. In an e-book the only place a
photo can logically be is “below”! So, as I was copying and pasting
and reading everything I caught those tiny errors. Maybe one or 2
of you caught them too?! If you did, you never mentioned them to
me.
On May 12th we started having Digital TV here! It was available to us before that but we needed to have a cable from the cable
box on the balcony brought into the house. It was all free to have
th
done and we had to do it before June 6 or something like that, because on that date Analog TV would be discontinued – at least
that’s what they told us, but even today there is still Analog TV – I
wonder why?! I just checked 1 minute ago and all of the same
channels we used to get as Analog Channels are still there as Analog Channels. Weird!
th
On Saturday, May 14 , we took a trip to Jindai Botanical Garden on our bicycles and found the most amazingly huge Magnolia
sp. flowers. This was not the first time we had ever seen them, but
we got the best photos we had ever managed to get (next column).
th
Then on May 15 we went out to Mt. Mitake (929 m = 3,048 ft)
and Mt. Ohtake (1,267 m = 4,155 ft) in search of a 5 leaflets per leaf
species of Rhododendron (Rhododendron quinquefolium) which we
came here in search of last year too. Last year we were a little late
to catch it at its peak, but this year we caught it exactly on time to
see the peak of flowering. The Rhododendrons do not generally
have 5 leaflets per leaf – in fact they do not generally have leaflets
nd
– they have leaves! The 2 shot in the next column shows a magnificent shot of this species against a blue sky with a background of
mountains to enhance the effect. Hope you like this photo – there
were several to choose from for this species.

st

On May 21 I managed to upload the first e-book version of
the “English – Ilokano Dictionary”, but I uploaded the wrong version
from my computer. I had gone through a very steep learning curve
to produce an e-book – and I learned a lot of easily forgotten steps
for creation of an e-book. It seems simple enough – until one gets
nd
ready to prepare a 2 e-book and then asks oneself “how the heck
did I do this (whatever)”? Amazon approves things for Kindle sale
in about 24 – 36 hours after submission, so I just had to wait for it to
be approved and then quickly upload the full version before anybody bought it. A really frustrating thing about e-books is that what
one publisher accepts without question is not accepted at all by a
different publisher. For example – for Kindle Books they don’t have
any kind of rules about font sizes or anything – the fonts are automatically resized I guess, but then when one submits the same
thing to Smashwords they come back with “font sizes larger than 18
were encountered – the document could not be converted”. Grrr!
On Sunday, the 21st, we went to CostCo for shopping. Our
regular CostCo is closed (even now) due to earthquake damage
and the fact that one person was killed when the ramp to the roof
parking collapsed during the earthquake. So, we had to go to a different CostCo – one not nearly as convenient for us! We bought a
lot of stuff which we otherwise would not have bought because we
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do not want to have to go to this distant CostCo very often! We
generally take our large backpacks along and bring everything
home with us, but this time we filled our backpacks AND had them
deliver some of our purchases to us.
st
nd
On May 31 the 2 proof of the “Outdoor Photography”
book arrived. I had some proofing to do once again. And that ends
the month of May.


The first photo below shows where we stayed the first night.
This hut was at the end of the road. Our first train this morning was
at 5:24 AM, which meant that we had to get up at 4:00 AM, get
ready and head off to our local train station. We took a Shinkansen
train bound for Akita. It was a crowded train and we had to stand
for the whole 4 hours it took to get to our destination – Tazawako.
From there we had to take a taxi to this hut.

June Happenings
Now I have to select some photos from the month of June before I can proceed.
And, you are probably wondering how I could be getting the
nd
st
2 proof of the book on May 31 , go through 4 proofs and have it
th
published on June 10 . Well, I proofed quickly and then when I resubmitted it and it was approved again I ordered the next proof via
rd
expedited delivery – 2 to 3 days. That way I had the 3 proof back
th
in my hands by June 5 , made a few corrections the next day –
mostly having to do with photo brightness and contrast, resubmitted
th
it again, got it approved in 24 hours, had a 4 proof sent via expedited delivery, went through it once again, decided that there was
nothing else I could do to improve photo printing quality, and then
approved it for sale.
rd
On Friday, June 3 we went to a very nice – and rather expensive – hot spring. It is Makibano-yu. It is quite far from home, so
we only go there about once every 2 or 3 months.
th
th
th
On June 6 , 7 , 8th, 9th and 10 I was teaching an intensive
class and the company actually put me into a hotel so that I would
not have to travel back and forth every morning and evening. I still
had to get up at 5:30 AM. The class ran from 8:00 AM – 12:00
Noon and then from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM and from 7:00 – 8:00 PM
and finally finished for the day. It was good money!!
th
th
When I arrived home on June 10 the 4 proof of the book
was waiting for me. I proofed it quickly – just had to check the latest revisions of picture brightness and contrast and so on – and approved it for sale.
th
On Saturday, June 12 I had recovered enough from my
marathon 5 day intensive course so that we were able to go out to
Mt. Takao and take photos of the Dendrobium moniliforme orchids.
I did not make any special collages of them this year, so I’ll just
show you one nice photo we got. This photo shows part of one big
old cedar tree, giving you an idea of how many flowers and plant
clusters can be in one tree.

We arrived here at around noon, so we ate the lunch which we
brought with us and hiked around today. On this first day we hiked
to Amida-ike (Amida Pond) and found a lot of flowers on the way,
but it was quite cloudy and by the time we get to the pond we were
in near whiteout conditions – could barely even see the pond. The
photo below shows a scene as we hiked. You can see a large
snowfield with 4 people for scale.

And, that pretty much eats up all of the space in this column.
So, photos from the next adventure – a trip to Akita Prefecture and
Akita’s Mt. Komagatake. You may recall that we have climbed a
few mountains named Mt. Komagatake in the past – that is the reason this one must be referred to as “Mt. Akita-Komagatake”. Actually, we summited 5 different peaks here. First, there was Mt. Katakurdake at 1,440 m (= 4,724 ft). Next was Amida-Ike, which is actually a pond, but it is at the top of an area. It is 1,535 m (= 5,036 ft).
The 3rd peak was Mt. Yokodake at 1,583 m (= 5,194 ft). The 4th
was Mt. Yakemori – 1,551 m (= 5,089 ft) and the final mountain was
Mt. Onamedake at 1,637 m (= 5,371 ft). There were other peaks,
The photo immediately above shows some Viola selkirkii we
which we did not climb, around here, we just did not feel up to hitting every peak in this area. We found several flowers, some new found as we hiked. We were shocked and amazed – up until now
we had only found maybe a dozen plants of this species. You canand some old and we had a great time.
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not appreciate our excitement – you are just saying (probably) “oh,
another violet, big deal”, but you do not understand that – yes, to us
it was a very BIG DEAL. So big of a deal, in fact, that here is another photo – this one closer.
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1945. In Moomin Valley, eggshells turn into clouds and the rivers
are periodically full of Raspberry Juice. In Moomin Valley, giant
snow horses come to life and the Queen of the Cold rides across
the sky on winters nights. Sounds like a magical place, eh? It was.

The next photo shows Amida-ike (pond) and what it looked like
when we arrived there. As you will note – it was near whiteout conditions! There is a hut on the other side of this pond and you cannot even see it here. Tomorrow we will leave our packs in that hut
(which you can’t see) and hike around a loop trail.

The photo above was taken as we hiked through Moomin Valley. The photos do not make it feel nearly as magical as one felt
when one was actually there. Below is another Moomin Valley
photo. This next one was taken from near the head of the valley.
From about here we had to turn to the right and head back up towards Amida-ike, retrieve our packs and continue on.

After this, we continued on the trail to Mt. Yokodake and then
to Mt. Yakemori. From there we continued on back to the Hut
shown on the previous page.
You may think that there will be a lot of people in this hut because it is right at the end of the road, so people will come here to
stay before they start hiking tomorrow. Well, actually we were 2 of
the total of 4 people which stayed in the hut this night.
We slept at about 7:30 PM – it was a very long day for us and
we were extremely tired. So, after we finished our hike for today we
cooked the supper which we brought with us, ate and then slept in
our sleeping bags on the 2nd floor of this hut.
nd
We got up at 4:30 AM the 2 morning, after a good night’s
sleep. We cooked our breakfast, ate, cleaned up, packed our bags
and left for the start of today’s rather long hike. We went up the
same way we did yesterday, to Amida-ike, and then – as I mentioned above – we left our packs at the hut there, only taking critical
stuff with us. From there we hiked a loop trail. We once again
crossed over Mt. Yokodake and from there we took a different trail
from yesterday. We crossed a HUGE volcanic scree slope. On the
scree slope we found thousands of Dicentra peregrina (Bleeding
Heart), a flower which we love to see, but it was too early and we
only found 3 or 4 flowers. We also found a new violet for us – Viola
crassa. As you know, new violets for us are exciting. In addition
we found more Glaucidium palmatum than we had ever seen before.
That was amazing. We hiked through Moomin Valley – Moomin
Valley is a fictional place, where the Moomins live in the tales by
Finnish author Tove Janson. Moomin Valley is a quiet, peaceful
place somewhere in Finland. It was “discovered” by Tove Janson in

The next photo (next page) shows a fine example of Glaucidium palmatum. This was taken as we climbed up out of Moomin
Valley headed back to Amida-ike. The photo after that will show
you a nice shot of Amida-ike. In that photo you can see the hut
where we left our packs while we hiked the loop trail. The mountain
on the far side of the photo is Mt. Onamedake – we also climbed
that peak (1,637 m = 5,371 ft). In that photo, you may deduce that
this is a fragile environment – the boardwalks should give you the
clue. You could also see boardwalks in the above photo of Amidaike. The photo after that (the 3rd next photo) shows Mt. Kodake –
which means small peak). To us it looked like a snail shell. Does it
look like that to you too?

14

Okay, the previous 3 photos were described on the previous
page. Let’s continue on. The next photo, in the next column,
shows an amazing photo of Dactylostalix ringens – the One-Leaf
Orchid. Before this we had only seen this one time – a single plant.
Today we found 5 different plants of it as we continued down the
trail towards our destination for tonight – Kunimi Onsen (Hot Spring).
We could not believe our good fortune – and this photo – with 2
flowers in a single photo is unbelievable!
We also found another new violet – we found Viola selkirkii f.
variegata – the variegated version of Viola selkirkii. We only found
it in one small area. I won’t show you a photo of it here – if you are
actually interested you can go to the Violet’s Page of the website
(http://danwiz.com/Violets/Violets.php) and find it there in Row 14.
We eventually arrived at our destination for today – the Kunimi
nd
Hot Spring. In the 2 next photo below you can see me in the outdoor pool with a handful of sulfur (?) dust from the bottom of the
pool. This is the only hot spring we have ever been to which was
colored like green tea. There was a long scientific explanation on
the wall about why/how this water appears to be green. It is 100%
natural and it happens because 2 chemical components of the hot
water cause a green reflection in sunlight. Under artificial light (at
night) green is not evident hardly at all. It is really strange and I
cannot say that I fully understand it, but I can accept it. Maybe if it
was written in English I could have understood it.
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Immediately above – the old male indoor hot spring. There is
also a new indoor hot spring which is nicer looking. Wonder if they
will ultimately tear this building down?
Although this Inn offered rooms, they did not offer meals, so
we once again had to cook our own supper. They provided a nice
kitchen to cook in, so we did not have to use our cook stove while
we were here.
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After we cooked and ate breakfast the next morning we
headed for home. We arrived at home in mid-afternoon on Sunday,
th
the 19 , unpacked our packs and put stuff away, did 2 loads of
laundry, downloaded photos and started labeling them and so on.
Our next adventure was to Mt. Mizugaki (2,230 meters = 7,317
feet), in Yamanashi Prefecture. This is one of the mountains listed
in “100 Famous Mountains of Japan”. It was an impressive mounth
tain. This was on June 24 – a Friday when neither of us had to
work. We got up at 3:40 AM, got ready and rode our bicycles to our
local station. We took a 5:00 AM train from there and we finally
started climbing this mountain at about 9:10 AM. We arrived at the
summit at a bit after noon and ate the lunch which we took with us.
We spent some time on the summit with some other people – not
too many, but not too few either. We took several photos and enjoyed the views and then we headed down. The first photo below
shows a flower which we saw on our way to the summit – a Primula
japonica – one of the primroses.

The photo just above shows you another view of a different
area. We are not sure what area actually shows the summit of this
mountain – maybe it is the photo before this one, maybe it’s this
one. One cannot see any people in either photo, so maybe neither
of these photos shows the summit.

The photo immediately above shows Kazuya as we hiked up
the trail – as you can see – there were lots of big boulders on the
way to the summit. We did not find many flowers on this climb. I
recall that we were specifically searching for some kind of orchid
which was seen along this trail by somebody on the previous weekend, but we never found it.
There are 2 more photos from this adventure which I want to
show you, but this page is already full, so they will appear on the
next page. The next photo shows Kazuya standing at the summit of
this mountain, and from the way his hair is blowing you can deduce
that the wind was blowing like a banshee up here!
The 2nd photo is a very interesting and photogenic cloud photo
taken
from the summit of this mountain.
The photo immediately above shows you what this mountain
And, that brings us to the end of the month of June. We had 2
looked like from the side. We caught this view as we hiked up. We
had no idea it was so rocky and craggy. It was an impressive look- pretty good adventures this month – the trip to and climb of Mt.
Akita-Komagatake and also the trip to and climb of this mountain –
ing mountain, although not a difficult climb.
Mt. Mizugaki.
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pain. It’s VERY tricky to make e-books which have lots of photos in
them. It’s so tricky that you can’t even take the original MS-Word
Document and easily convert it to an e-book, you kind of have to
start all over from scratch. Of course all of the text has been written
though, so you can just copy and paste and all of the photos have
been selected and processed, so you just have to re-insert them –
but one has to use different text wrapping for an e-book. If you ever
insert photos into MS-Word then you know what I mean about text
wrapping.
Anyway, enough on that – here is the first photo from July –
me beside the Hydrangea bushes.

On Thursday, July 7th we headed off on a night bus to Niigata
Prefecture to climb a mountain. Our objective was to climb 3 peaks
of Mt. Sumondake. We climbed Mt. Ohtake (1,432 m = 4,699 ft), Mt.
Aokumodake (1,487 m = 4,879 ft) and Mt. Hakamadake (1,537 m =
th
5,043 ft). We did all 3 of those peaks in one day – July 8 . We had
a tentative plan to climb another mountain the next day, but the
th
weather turned questionable on the evening of the 8 and we decided not to be foolish.

And that’s all for June.



July Happenings
Now I need to find some July photos, so please be patient.
Okay, to you that only seemed like a single second, but it took
me some time to select 17 photos from the month of July, and then
process them (resize them so that they don’t take up as much
space (in MB) in this letter and do the embossing with Photoshop).
Anyway, now I am back and ready to begin telling you about July.
On July 1st we went to Takahatafudo Shrine to view some Hydrangea flowers. We went there last year too – earlier in the month
of June. The flowers were much closer to their peak last year when
we were there. July was too late to find the best photography conditions. So, anyway, the first photo (next column) shows me beside
the Hydrangea bushes at Takahatafudo Shrine.
I had started working on another photo book – this one specifically of violets which we have identified with a good deal of confith
dence. This book was finally published on August 20 . I believe
that I only went through 3 proofs of this one before I was satisfied
with it. This one is also available as an e-book and was my first attempt to create an e-book from a color photo book. It was a real

This first shot – above – shows Kazuya at the summit of Mt.
Ohtake. This bear bell had a very nice tone to it. As you can see,
the weather was nice for us this day, in fact it was too dang hot and
by the time we finished with this climb we were pretty exhausted.
Of course, riding a bus all night to get to the starting point probably
contributed to that feeling too. I think I am just about getting too old
to be able ride these night buses and then climb a mountain the
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next day. It takes a lot out of me and it ends up not being such an
enjoyable experience as it could be.
The next shot shows what we specifically came here to find –
a pink lily. This is Lilium rubellum and there was a great deal of it
here. This lily only grows on a few mountains in the wild, so we
were quite excited to be able to end up coming here at about the
peak of its flowering season.
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On the descent we had a tough time – the slope was terribly
steep, out-sloped and slippery due to clay containing soils and apparently a little bit of rain in the past day or two. We both fell down
once or twice, but fortunately, not where it was out-sloped or else
we would have been over the edge of the mountain! We were angry at the people who would build such trails!
At the Inn that night we were the only guests. They served a
very nice dinner, which we enjoyed immensely. As usual after a
day of hard climbing, we were ready to sleep before 8:00 PM.
The next morning, after we heard the weather forecast we
changed our plan to climb that day, and instead we went to the
Sparkling Water Well which we went to back in February, 2010. We
were not far from that area, so it seemed like a good alternative for
spending the day. When we went there back in February, 2010 we
did not even have an empty canteen with us, so we could only drink
the Sparkling Water by using our hands. In addition, there was lots
of snow at that time and we didn’t feel like drinking a lot of water.
This time, though, we had 3 or 4 canteens with us, and we had become severely dehydrated the previous day, so we sat around the
Sparkling Water Well for an hour or two and drank several liters of
water and then filled all of our water bottles to bring the water home
with us. And, then it started raining – there was a thunderstorm and
then it stopped and when we saw the river it looked like the shot below – amazing!

The next photo shows Kazuya taking a break a while after we
crossed the summit of Mt. Aokumodake. Surprisingly, up here on
this mountain is a marsh, so we are walking on a boardwalk at this
time to avoid destroying the ecosystem.

The next photo, the final one from this date, shows the summit
area of Mt. Hakamadake – the final summit – as we were making
our descent from it. We crossed some pretty good sized snow
fields on the descent and we were thankful to be able to do so because the ice cold flowing water coming from the snow gave us the
opportunity to cool our heads and necks.

The above photo is the final one from this adventure. On the
way home on the train we discovered that the thunderstorm we experienced here was on the very edge of a huge storm. The mountain we had planned to climb today was near the center of the
storm! It was SO fortunate that we did not climb that mountain. As
we rode the train the conditions kept getting worse and worse and
ultimately the train stopped and could not continue. The train company hired van taxis to take the train passengers to the next station
which was open to trains – about an hour down river BY TAXI! The
station we would have come to if we had climbed the mountain was
not even accessible. We have no idea how we would have gotten
home if we had climbed the mountain, or if we would have even
made it off the mountain alive! Downstream from the above photo
the river was so high that some hydroelectric dams were damaged
and generators were flooded and destroyed, adding to the electrical
shortage problems caused by the spring earthquake/tsunami and
the destruction of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Plant. Oh my!!!
Our next trip was to Oze National Park. We also went there 2
times last year, so it was not new for us, but it’s a nice place to visit.
We got up at 4:00 AM on Friday, July 15th and headed off after we
got ready. We arrived at Oze National Park via trains and buses, at
about 11:45 AM. We hiked to the place where we would set up our
tent and we rented a tent spot. There were only a couple of other
tents there at the time. We set up our tent and then spent the remainder of the day hiking around the marsh enjoying the beautiful
scenery and flowers. When we arrived back at the camping spot in
the late afternoon there were LOTS more tents set up. We were
fortunate that we had planned to arrive so early and claim a tent
spot. It’s amazing how they pack the tents in. They don’t have predesignated tent spots, people just have to select a spot themselves
and set up their tent. Some people are polite and try and leave as
much space as possible between their tent and their neighbor’s tent,
but other people, those who arrive too late, have to just find a spot
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where their tent will fit and set it up. Therefore, by the time the
place is filled, there are inevitably some tents which are VERY
close together.
The first photo below, shows Mt. Shibutsu (2,228 m = 7,310 ft)
from the trail on the way to the campground. We’ll climb Mt. Shind
butsu tomorrow. It will be the 2 time for us, we also climbed it last
year.

The next photo shows Mt. Hiuchigatake. It is the highest
mountain in the Tohoku Region of Japan at 2,356 m (= 7,730 ft).
We had planned to climb it this year, but somehow it never happened.

The following photo shows me sitting on one of the benches at
a rest spot and shooting photos of the amazing lilies.

The photo immediately above shows how many of this Lily –
Hemerocallis dumortieri var. esculenta there was in some areas.
This was just so amazing. The next photo shows Kazuya on the
boardwalk pointing down into one of the ponds at something. I
don’t now remember what he was pointing at, possibly one of the little salamanders which were swimming in some of these ponds.
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When we finished up on the mountain and got back to the
The photo immediately above was taken the following day as
we climbed Mt. Shibutsu. It shows a part of the marsh and you can campground this day we could not believe how many tents there
see the boardwalk snaking across the wetland. We camped at a were – you can see in the photo below.
campground down in the lower right-hand corner of this photo in the
conifer trees. If you study the area you can see the roofs of some
buildings. There is a visitor center there, a toilet , 2 or 3 Inns and
so on.

The next day we had to head for home, but we were up early
and Kazuya caught this rising sun scene shown below.

In this photo (above) you can see Pedicularis verticillata (the
purplish flower) and in the foreground there is an Edelweiss plant
with flowers (Leontopodium fauriei var. angustifolium). Amazingly
As we hiked back from the campground to the bus stop we
enough, in the below photo you can see the same thing, but the
caught more sun rays and you can see one shot below.
Edelweiss is behind the Pedicularis verticillata.

We had a great time climbing the mountain and we found lots
of flowers. Some species were more abundant than when we were
here last year – also in July, but one week earlier – and some species were less abundant. Is it possible that a week could make
such a big difference? Or was it also related to specific weather
conditions, global warming, or what? Of course we have no idea,
but it’s an interesting thing to think about sometimes. We have noticed that some years are definitely better than other years for specific species of plants – as far as the number of flowers is concerned. Maybe that is what we were seeing here.

And, the above photo is the final one from July. That is only
July 17th though, what did we do for the rest of the month?
rd
On July 23 I have a comment in my Journal to the effect that
“the Violet’s book is completed, but Kazuya thinks that it should
have more pages”. What I did originally was to just insert photos of
all the violets we know and have photos of. Kazuya suggested that
I also insert some overview photos. I’ll show you 2 examples of
those kind of pages. By the time I selected some good overview
pages it was up to 104 pages and we both agreed that was enough
pages to call it a book.
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I submitted the Violet’s Book to CreateSpace for approval on
July 27th.
th
The a/c installation people came on July 29 and installed it –
the price of installation was included in the purchase price. WOW!
It’s so nice!
I also started working on an e-book version of the Violet’s
th
Book on the 29 . I have a note that it’s going very slow and that by
day’s end I only had 6 photos inserted.
The Violet’s Book was approved by CreateSpace and I orst
dered the first proof via expedited shipping (it arrived on August 1 ).
And, that ends the month of July.


August Happenings
st

On August 1 I finished up working on the Kindle edition of the
st
Violet’s Book and at just about that time the 1 proof of the print
edition arrived in the mail! So, I proofed the book and made corrections to both of the editions at the same time. I uploaded each of
them to their respective websites later on in the afternoon. BUT –
Kazuya looked at the proof later that night and found a couple major mistakes – and one of them was a mistake in identification of a
photo – so that required some major effort to correct seeing as everything is in alphabetical order in the book. Oh well – such is life.
th
On Friday, August 5 , we spent the night on a bus – once
again. We got off the bus at Sendai Station at 5:30 AM, took another bus and then another bus and finally arrived at the starting
point to climb Mt. Gassan (1,984 m = 6,509 ft) in Yamagata Prefecture at about 10:15 AM. We arrived at the first peak on the mountain – Mt. Ubagatake – at around 11:40 AM and ate the lunch which
we had brought with us. After lunch we continued on – taking many
photos as we hiked. This first photo – below – shows the scenery
we saw as we hiked. This image was created from 3-exposure
bracketed photos with Photomatix Pro software.

In this photo (above) maybe you can see some trails – we’re
going to stick with the upper one and we’ll cross above that snowfield which you can see up there.

Okay, above are examples of a detail page from the Violet’s
book and also an example of an overview page.
On July 23rd we also went out and bought our first air conditioner. It’s a really nice one and served us VERY WELL for the rest
of the summer. We could not believe we had not bought one before this after we experienced what a luxury and a comfort it was to
not sit in a 100° F house. Of course we just got a room a/c, not a
full house a/c. We spend most of our time in the living room, and
after we got the a/c we started sleeping in the living room too – but
with it just set to “dry” mode. Japanese a/c units also heat. In past
years we have heat in the winter with a gas space heater. The gas
bills are therefore terrible in winter. So far this cold season (which
has been ongoing for less than a month now) we have been using
the heat which is a part of the a/c unit. We have not yet received
an electric bill – we still need to see if it’s cheaper to use than gas.

21

2011 Christmas Letter

In the photo immediately above, taken as we climbed, you can
see lots of Edelweiss plants. This one is Leontopodium fauriei.
This particular mountain is the first place where we ever saw Edelweiss – back in August of 2008. At that time the flowers were already extremely dried out and not so attractive. This time, however,
they still had some attractiveness left to them.
We arrived at the summit of Mt. Gassan at about 2:30 PM –
pretty beat – remember, we had once again spent the night on a
bus. We checked in to the nice mountain hut there, bought an expensive beer and relaxed on the mountain watching the people, the
clouds, the flowers blowing in the wind and talking. We had a good
time. The next photo shows a scene as we sat there drinking our
beer. This is the Buddhist Shrine on the top of the mountain. We
went up and toured it back in 2008, but we did not do so again this
time. It cost $5 to enter it!

We saw lots and lots of flowers today and took lots and lots of
photos. Although we were both nearly dead when we arrived at the
hut, we were pleased with our adventure.
The next photo shows the shadow of the mountain we are on.
This shot was taken the next morning as the sun was rising.

There is one more photo from this climb which I want to show
you. It is a flower photo. The flower is Gentiana algida – a rare
white colored Gentian. We had never seen this flower before. We
saw a white Gentian when we climbed in Daisetsuzan National
Park on Hokkaido last year, but that one was the igarasii form of
this species. I showed you a photo of that form in last year’s
Christmas Letter on page 18.
The photo following the Gentiana algida photo is one of Hagurosan Shrine – a shrine which we briefly visited near the base of Mt.
Gassan – while we were waiting for the bus to our next destination.
Our next destination was to be Kisakata – also in Yamagata Prefecture – a small coastal town from where we will make our way to the
point where we will begin climbing Mt. Chokai. This will be the 3rd
The photo immediately above was taken from the starting
time we’ll climb Mt. Chokai (2,236 m = 7,336 ft). Just by coincird
dence we seem to climb it every 3 year. Our first ascent of Mt. point of the climb of Mt. Chokai – zoomed in, of course – to Kisard
Chokai was in 2005, our next climb was in 2008 and our 3 will be kata, the place where we stayed last night. We stayed about at the
point indicated by the arrow. We arrived here at about 7:20 AM on
this year – 2011, assuming that we can do it again.
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August 8 . We have stayed in Sakata City in past years – much
further away – and we have never managed to get to this point before about 10:00 AM in our previous 2 climbs of this mountain. We
are really fortunate that Kazuya found this alternate place to stay
and also take a bus from.
The first photo below shows you a shot of some Geum pentapetalum. This is a cute flower and we often see it catching the
light in an interesting way – as we did here.

We ate the supper which we brought with is at around 5:00 PM
and then we hiked up to the summit for sunset. It was an amazing
sunset – we had the good fortune to see twin sun dogs during
nearly the entire descent of the sun into the Sea of Japan. The
next photo shows us at the summit of Mt. Chokai in 2005, 2008 and
again this year. To the left and right of the lower photo you can see
the left and right sun dogs which we saw this year.

The next photo shows the sun dogs with the setting sun. ToThe next photo is also a flower shot – some nice Pedicularis bishima (Tobi Island) is directly under the sun.
verticillata (purple) and an unknown white flower.

The next photo shows a very interesting cloud formation which
we saw this sunset time. It is a 2 shot panorama.

The next photo was taken from near the hut where we stayed.
It is a beautiful scenery shot of the surrounding mountains.

We arrived at the summit hut at about 2:00 PM this time. In
past years we have never arrived before about 4:00 PM. That
meant that we got a choice assignment of a sleeping spot. That
was fortunate as the poor sleeping spots which we have gotten in
years past are too short to accommodate my long legs.
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The shot immediately before was taken the following morning.
This was taken right from beside the hut. Oh, I forgot to mention
that we were the ONLY people who summited to see the sunset! It
was unbelievable. In past years many people have gone up for the
sunset. It seems kind of silly to put all of your eggs in the basket
that “sunrise will be sunny” because in 2008 when we were here it
was a beautifully clear sunset and the next morning it was 100%
fogged in and you could barely see 5 meters. So, we always try to
get to the summit when the sky is clear – in the evening if that’s
when it’s clear. And, this year – virtually everybody in the hut got
up at 4:00 AM and got dressed and rushed to the summit. The
summit of this mountain is not large – there surely was not enough
space on the summit for everybody who went up there. So, this
year, when we saw everybody rushing to the summit for sunrise we
decided to stay here – and we got to see this amazing scenery
shown above – the shadow of this mountain on the Sea of Japan
and also a series of anti-crepuscular rays. WOW! Could we get
more fortunate? I highly doubt it. We have always wished for a
sighting of the mountain shadow on the Sea of Japan, but this is the
first time we have actually seen it. After seeing this sight we ate the
breakfast which we brought with us, packed our backpacks and
headed down, via a different route than we came up. We left at
about 6:00 AM, the first time we have ever had a sunny descent
from this mountain. We took LOTS of photos as we descended.
Below is another image created from 3-exposure bracketed photos
with Photomatix Pro Software. You can see how beautifully clear it
is and you can see all the way to the Sea of Japan.

The photo immediately above shows flowers and Chokai Lake
at around mid-slope on the mountain. In past years when we have
made this climb there was much more snow around the lake than
there was this year. Global warming effects?
By the end of the day today we were at Kazuya’s house in Funagata and relaxing with a nice hot shower and bath and a good
home-cooked meal. I had the 2nd proof of the Violet’s Book shipped
to Kazuya’s house and it was waiting when we arrived. There were
still several errors in punctuation and grammar which I was able to
find.
The following day we spent pretty much the whole day at the
Hot Spring in Funagata, Kazuya’s hometown. It was a nice relaxing
day after 4 days of mountain climbing.
We went to Yamadera Mountain Shrine and also to another
couple of Hot Springs in Yamagata Prefecture before we headed
th
home on August 14 .
I have a note in my Journal that I had to recreate 3 violets images in the Violet’s Book which I was totally unhappy with. On the
th
17 I ordered proof #3 of the print edition.
th
rd
On the 20 the 3 proof of the Violet’s Book arrived. I proofed
it, was satisfied with it, approved it for sale and ordered 20 copies
for us to have available for sale.
th
th
On Sunday, the 28 and my 64 birthday I started another
website modernization project.
As you probably noted, we did not do anything this month after
our adventure to Yamagata Prefecture. So, I guess it’s time to say
that is all for August.

In the photo immediately above you can see both the summit
area of Mt. Chokai and also the complex of huts where we stayed
last night. Now we are on the opposite side of the valley from the
hut.
The next photo shows Kazuya and the sun and the clouds
down below us. This was a very picturesque morning. We considered ourselves so very fortunate. It is the best weather we have
ever had for the 2 days of the ascent and descent of this mountain
in the 3 different years when we have attempted this. We were
wondering if we will make it here again in 3 years – 2014!

September Happenings
Well, the first weekend of September was a mess due to
Tropical Storm Talas passing by to the west of us. There was lots
of rain and wind and we pretty much spent the weekend in the
house. We went out briefly on Sunday to go to lunch at the Chinese Restaurant which is only 5 blocks from our apartment. It’s not
much of a restaurant, but it’s acceptable and they treat us right because we go there 4 or 5 times a year – not exactly regular custom-
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On our descent we also found some very nice Impatiens flowers, but with white skin they can at least remember me and I think
ers (Impatiens textorii). This is such an amazing flower with it’s little
that they like me.
I was still working on the latest website modernization project tail curved like a snail shell.
at this time. It was not a big thing – most of you would never notice
a difference in anything, but it was a modernization.
th
On September 10 we went out to Mt. Mitake and checked on
the progress of Autumn Colors and Autumn Flowers. Of course
there were not yet any autumn colors, but we were still able to find
a few blooming Rengeshouma (False Anemone) (Anemonopsis
macrophylla) flowers. Usually we go to Mt. Mitake in the early to
mid-part of August to find these flowers so we were rather surprised
to find any in bloom at all! Below you can find one photo of this
flower.

On September 18th we went to Nogawa Park, the park very
near to our apartment, and checked on the progress of fall flowers.
We found the Begonia grandis to be in beautiful bloom. You can
see one picture of this wild Begonia below.

On the same day we also found this amazing blue flower, not
the first time we have ever seen it, but the blueness of it always
amazes us. It is Commelina communis – see photo below.

We also found this most cooperative dragonfly sitting on a
Sanguisorba officinalis flower. This is shown just above before I
run out of space in this column. This dragonfly sat there for quite a
while just letting me shoot away to my heart’s content. Dragonflies
are not generally so cooperative.

We also found the Cluster Amaryllis to be in bloom there, but
the best photos we got of this amazing flower were of the white
flowered ones. You can see a photo of this relatively uncommon
color of this flower in the first column of the next page.
Our next outing was on September 23rd. We went to Kinchakuda – a place where we try to go pretty much every year because
of the amazing number of Cluster Amaryllis which grow in a park
there. The park is in the oxbow or a river and it is most amazing to
see. Unfortunately they do a lot of publicity for this annual event of
the flowering of the Cluster Amaryllis and the place is, therefore,
always packed so badly that it’s barely a pleasure to go there to see
it. We always go anyway, and then we complain about the crowd
after we get finished. You can find 2 photos taken in this park on
the following page. And, those 2 photos will be the final ones for
September. We did not do much in September.
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tains Winter and Spring, Volume 2 is Summer and Volume 3 is Autumn. You can see an image of the 3 covers just below. If you
want to see larger size covers please go the website, or else search
Amazon.com. At this time (December 5th) they have sold 2 copies
each, and 1 copy was to myself. I have to buy a copy of my own ebooks for the same price everybody else pays, they do not furnish
the authors with a free copy. Smashwords does, but Amazon does
not.

At the end of the month (September 25th) we made a trip out to
Mt. Takao once again, but there were no photos which were worth
showing you. You may recall that at the beginning of September I
st
mentioned Tropical Storm Talas? Well on September 21 a real typhoon – Typhoon Roke – came through the area. It was such a
bad one that both Kazuya’s and my classes were canceled on the
st
21 . Well, it also made a mess of the Mt. Takao Trails and when
th
we went out there on the 25 only 2 of the 6 trails to the summit
were open, due to all of the trees which were blown down. Even
the road to the summit was closed. There is a major Buddhist
shrine near the summit and there are restaurants, a visitor center,
vending machines and so on at the summit. The restaurants were
open, but the vending machines were sold out. And, with only 2
trails open there were lots of people on them.
And that concludes September.


October Happenings
October was a very dull month as far as doing stuff went. I
have only selected 4 photos to show you from the month and they
were all taken on the same day – October 28th.

After we finished up viewing the Cluster Amaryllis we hiked
from there to Miyazawa Lake – which took a couple of hours and
when we got there we found a very nice hot spring which, of course,
we had never been to before. We went to that hot spring – it was a
really nice one, especially for being virtually in the middle of nowhere. Miyazawa Lake is not a large lake and it is not really a lake
which attracts crowds of people – there is no swimming area or
other entertainment spots around the lake. There is some fishing,
but that’s all. For this reason we were surprised to find this hot
spring and it’s pretty large crowd of people. Due to the time we
spent there we did not get home this evening until around 8:00 PM.
At the end of the month of September I was also attempting to
create an E-book edition of the “Outdoor Photography of Japan”
book. Due to the number of pages in combination with the number
Thought that I’d better insert that picture of a stone god before
of photographs in that book it was a real challenge – due to the size
of the finished product in megabytes. I had to split it into 3 Volumes I ran out of space in this column. This photo was taken near the
for the e-book edition – due to the size in MB. The first volume con- base of Mt. Takao when I went out there to climb it alone (Kazuya
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had to work) on October 28 . There is a whole series of these
stone gods there and I zoomed in on one of them. Does he look
like somebody you might see on the street?

The photo above is a nicely colored one of Susuki Grass –
Miscanthus sinensis. This was also taken when I was on Mt. Takao.
I climbed Mt. Takao and then continued on the trail to the north to ICcho-Daira. On that trail is where I took this photo. After arriving at
I-Ccho-Daira (daira = plateau) I continued on to Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro
and then hiked down the Hikage Creek Trail to a bus stop. I was
surprised to find Swertia japonica in bloom along the upper part of
the Hikage Creek trail. They put in a series of clear-cuts there
about 3 or 4 years ago now and the ecology is really beginning to
change now that more light is getting to the forest floor. This flower
(below) only grows in areas of full sun – therefore it was not previously here. I think this is the first year it has made an appearance.

There is only one more photo from this outing. Remember a
while back I mentioned Typhoon Roke back in September and said
that it was a really bad one? Well, the next photo (next column)
shows an area of severe blowdown along the Hikage Creek Trail.
This area was partial-cut a few years ago and the remaining trees
are now mostly gone too – as you can see in this photo. Looks
pretty terrible, eh!
That ends the story of the single outing of October, near the
end of the month. What else did we do during October? Well, on
October 1st we rode our bicycles to Jindai Botanical Garden, but we
did not get any amazing photos.
I was also working on finalizing the various volumes of the Ebook editions of the “Outdoor Photography” book. It’s a lot of effort. Of course not as much effort as putting the print edition, but
sometimes it seems like it’s not worth it to make an e-book. And, in
addition, this e-book must be viewed in color to be appreciated, so
the market/audience for it is limited to people who have e-book
readers which support color – not all of them do! To date not a single copy of the e-book edition has sold, other than the ones which I
bought myself. Disappointing!
On October 2nd we went out to Fujino Hot Spring for the say.
That’s a very nice hot spring, but of course no photos.

On October 15th I started working on e-book editions of some
of the 2012 calendars which are already on the website and available in PDF format. Those were easy. I found that I could convert
one from a PDF to an e-book version in about 2 hours. I think I
have 6 different calendars for sale on both Amazon.com and also
on Smashwords.com. Not big sellers, but about a dozen copies
have been purchased. That’s better than I can get from the free
PDF versions available through the website.
th
Around the 20 of the month our landlord started having a new
kitchen floor put in our apartment. It has been wiggly for a few
years now and when we invited him to come in and walk around on
it, he agreed that we needed a new one. It was wiggly enough so
that when you walked across the floor, the plates, cups and glasses
on the kitchen shelves would rattle!
th
On October 29 we went once again to CostCo – the same
one as we went to back in May – our regular one is still closed.
Oh, I also got a new 4 TB external Hard Drive for my computer
to use for backup. My old 1 TB external was getting pretty full. I
had the old 1 TB split into 2 partitions of 500 GB each – 2 separate
backups of everything! The new 4 TB Drive has 2 separate HDD
units inside of it – each HDD is 2 TB. I have each of those separate
HDD units split into 2 partitions. One partition – of 484 GB is for
data and one partition – of 1,378 GB is now used for photos. So,
that sounds confusing enough – did you understand it? Let me
summarize. One box, 2 Hard Drives inside of it, each HDD split
into 2 partitions. Okay? And that ends October.


November Happenings
November saw more activity than October because it was fall
colors month and we had to get out and see them! It was not a
great year for the colors – seemingly anywhere in Japan. I am not
100% sure of the reason why, is it possible that virtually the entire
country did not have a frost early enough to affect the leaf colors?!
In most areas the leaves just went brown and fell off. Don’t get me
totally wrong, there were some good colors to be found, just not
nearly as many as usual and not in the places where one usually
finds them.
On November 5th we went out to Mt. Mitake and Hinode Mountain, in western Tokyo. On the mountain tops the colors were pretty
good, and in one small area they were the best we have ever seen
for that area. We hiked around our normal walking area on Mt. Mi-
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On the way back to Mt. Mitake from Hinode Mtn. we found a
take and then we hiked out to Hinode Mountain to see what was
happening out there for fall colors and flowers. The first photo, be- spot on the trail which was very nicely colored – photo below.
low, shows a beautiful red seedhead of Jack-in-the-Pulpit (Arisaema limbatum).

In the same general area as the above photo we also found a
colored bush which we have never seen before – or at least have
not seen with beautiful fall foliage on it. It is Enkianthus campanulatus and is shown below.
After we finished up on the mountains we went down to the
Tama River to check on the progress of the Famous Ginkgo Tree at
Mitake. It was only November 5th, though, so pretty early we
thought – and we were correct, as you’ll note in the next photo.

After we finished up on Mt. Mitake we hiked out to Hinode
Mountain – where we were hoping to find Swertia japonica – and
we did find it. One shot is below.

And, that’s all from November 5th. We knew that we would
have to come back here next weekend if we wanted to see the
Ginkgo at its peak of yellow, so – we did!
th
On November 12 we went out to Okutama via the train and
then to Okutama Lake via the bus and we hiked the Old Road from
Okutama Lake back towards Okutama Station. This was pretty
much a very disappointing hike this year. In general we find lots of
nice fall colors along this hike and that’s why we like to do this trail
every year. As I mentioned above – fall colors were pretty much a
bust throughout Japan this year – as reported by many sources. So,
this hike just confirmed that the Okutama Area was yet another
area in which the colors were not great this year.
There is one photo from this day which I want to show you. It
You saw another shot of this plant on Page 26 – at the Hikage
was created using Photomatix Pro Software by taking 3 exposureCreek Area of Mt. Takao, but this one is much nicer looking, espebracketed photos of the same spot and then making a High Dycially with those nice Red Maple leaves scattered around the plant.
namic Range Photo by somehow combining all 3 photos into 1 im-
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age. I am not 100% sure how it all works, but it doesn’t always give
the results one hopes for. Plus, it has 2 very different options and
one often has to try both options and see which one will work best
for the 3 images being combined. Sometimes neither of the options
gives worthwhile results. It takes a couple of minutes for the software to work after you tell it which 3 photos to put together, so the
process can be very time-consuming if you shoot very many sets of
exposure-bracketed photos.

The photo just above shows the Ginkgo Tree on the right side
of the photo, the milky colored Tama River and the Red Maple
Trees on the left side of the photo.

The image above shows one very nice result which I achieved
from this date. There are more examples on the website for this
month, but in my opinion this is the greatest one.
On November 13th we went to Jindai Botanical Garden again
and we didn’t find any good colors there. We did find the usual
Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana)– photo below.

The shot just above uses the Mitake Bridge as a frame and
captures the yellow Ginkgo Tree downstream from here.

It was also time for the Chrysanthemum Festival at Jindai Botanical Garden and I managed to put together this very stunning
shot of what they call the “Chrysanthemum Waterfall”. I show you a
photo of this just about every year, but I believe this is the best
panorama I have ever gotten of the “waterfall”.

Our next outing was on November 18th. We went out to Mitake
once again to check on the progress of the Famous Ginkgo Tree
Colors! Well, things were very much better than they were 2 weeks
ago – we got a LOT of good photos of the amazingly yellow Ginkgo
tree with the brilliant Red Maple colors in the foreground. I’ll show
you 5 photos from that day. If you want to see more, there are several on the website which you can look at and enjoy, including a
photo of the wonderful lunch we ate.

Here (above) is a nice shot of the Yellow Ginkgo with the Red
Maple Trees being used as a contrasting foreground. These are
the Red Maples which you can see on the left side of the first photo
in this column. As you probably can remember, we go out to this
location virtually every year. Someday it might be a fun exercise to
look at all of the Christmas Letters and compare the photos of this
tree which have been used over the years. Well, I just looked at the
composite PDF file of all the Xmas Letters from 2002 through 2010
and there are some amazing photos of this area which have been
taken over the years, that’s for certain. Remember, the composite
letter is online if you want to download it and look at all of the years.
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The next image is actually 2 photos which have been stitched We generally visit that Garden in the first week or 2 of December,
together. I sure wish they would prohibit parking in that area during but Kazuya found information on the internet which indicated that
the fall colors were at their peak there so we went. Well, don’t bethe time of the year when this tree is at its best!
lieve everything you read on the internet – another example of this.
The leaves were not anywhere near their peak of call colors – if
there were going to be any good colors there this year.
We didn’t take too many photos there this year. We bicycled
back towards home via a roundabout route and we happened to
pass by a new park to us – Fuchu no Mori Park. We saw some
good colors from the street, so we went into the park. We got several nice shots in there, and the shot above is one of them. That
image is actually 3 exposure-bracketed shots which have been
made into a single image with the Photomatix Pro software.
The next shot has not had anything done to it, other than having the shadows and highlights adjusted a bit. This shot was also
taken in Fuchu no Mori Park on the 25th.

After we finished up in this area we hiked downriver to Sawai
and took some pictures from the footbridge near the Sawanoi Saké
Brewery. Below is one of those photos – looking downstream.

And that concludes the shots of our adventure of November
25th. The next day, Saturday November 26th, we went to a new
area for us. We took the Seibu Line trains and went to Saitama
Prefecture – the Chichibu Area. We had talked about going out to
that area many times in the past, but we had never made it. Well,
we finally did. The shot below was taken from the Nagatoro Iwadatami (Nagatoro Rock Ledges) area. It is, once again, composed
of 3 exposure-bracketed shots which have been combined with
Photomatix Pro Software into a single image.

That ends our adventure to the Mitake area on the 18th. Now
I’m going to insert a photo before I run out of space in this column.
I’ll explain it below.

In this above shot you should note the beautiful blue sky and
its reflection on the surface of the river. This was a really amazingly
clear day, but the opposite bank of the river (Arakawa River) from
this side was pretty much in the shade as we hiked upstream. That
is the primary reason that I had to take the exposure bracketed
shots – thinking ahead to combining them with Photomatix Pro. In
case you don’t understand exposure bracketing – it means that one
shot is under-exposed, one shot is taken at the correct exposure
and 1 shot is over-exposed. When you combine them using PhoThis is a photo of a reflection in a pond. It was taken on No- tomatix Pro it somehow decides the correctly exposed areas of
th
vember 25 – our next outing. We bicycled to Tonogayato Garden each photo and makes those areas into 1 photo. It’s not as simple
in Kokubunji. It’s about a 30 minute bicycle ride from our apartment. as that – you have to make many fine-tuning adjustments and
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sometimes it just plain does not work well at all and one just dis- we did. It was a long journey back home and though it was only
cards the 3 exposures, or just keeps the one which is correctly ex- 3:00 PM we knew that we would not get home before 7:00 PM or so.
And, therefore that was the final image from this adventure and is
posed. Below is another example of this.
also the final image from the month of November.


December Happenings
th

Our first outing in December was on the 4 . We went out to
Mt. Takao for the day and took some late autumn color photos. Below you can see a very nicely colored shot of a red maple tree.

There was a maple tree park near here too – we saw the most
amazing Red Maple Tree!! The leaves were SO SATURATED with
color so that we even commented that “nobody will ever believe
that these photos don’t have the saturation increased”.

The next photo is also a nice one, although very much closer
to some leaves.

As we hiked up the trail we passed a place where we had a
very good view of Mt. Fuji, and that is shown just below.

v

And the image immediately above is another one created from
3 exposure-bracketed shots and Photomatix Pro Software. This
area along the riverbank was so amazing to look at. This small image cannot do this area justice – not at all. From here we went
back to the Station and proceeded on to the Mitsumine Guchi Area,
but when we got there we did not really have any good ideas of
where to go to see good scenery, so after hiking up the road for
That’s the final photo from this outing. We had a good day, it
about 30 minutes we decided that it was getting late enough so that was beautiful weather all day long and we enjoyed ourselves imwe should probably turn around and head for home. So, that’s what mensely.
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The next outing was on December 10 – we went to Jindai Botanical Garden on our bicycles to check out the very late fall colors
there. The next photo shows the brick red colors of a stand of
mixed Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum) and Metasequoia (Metasequoia glyptostroboides).

The following shot shows a very nice rather close shot of some
red maple leaves – I used the flash for this shot as it was rather
dark in this location.

We also walked past the Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana)
in Jindai Botanical Garden and I shot this photo of the tops of the
plants looking nearly directly into the sun. There isn’t space in this
column for this shot – it is the first shot in the next column. We also
saw some very strange clouds as we left the greenhouse of tropical
plants. That is the 2nd shot in the next column. I sent some of
these photos off to the professionals and they answered back that
this could be either a “fallstreak” cloud or a “vertebratus” cloud, or
maybe neither of these. Interesting cloud anyway!
Then, as we were preparing to leave we passed the stand of
Bald Cypress/Metasequoia trees again and the sun was at a very
different angle than in the shot above. This shot is also further
away, so it shows some good contrast with some greens of conifers
and broad-leaved trees.
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The next photo was taken at 4:18:52 PM. As you can deduce,
The final photos of December 10th are those included in the
the sun slid down behind the right side top and now it is sliding right
collage just above – the total lunar eclipse.
Okay, getting real close to the end now. We went to Maki- down just behind the right flank of Mt. Fuji.
bano-yu (Hot Spring) for our Christmas Day! It was a nice way to
spend Christmas Day! Before we left in the morning we exchanged
presents – and surprisingly, we got each other sweaters. This was
not planned and it was a surprise to both of us. This is a cold winter and a sweater will be nice! We had a good time at the Hot
Spring and we bought a nice ham to bring home and have for
th
Christmas Dinner. On the 26 Kazuya had to work and I went out
to Mt. Takao. I wanted to find frost flowers and I also wanted to see
if it was still possible to see Diamond Fuji – the phenomenon where
the sun slides down right in line with Mt. Fuji. Well, the frost flowers
were few and they were small – I think that there has not been
enough rain this early winter and therefore there is not enough
moisture in the soil to create good frost flowers. This is just my
theory mind you – I could be totally wrong.
It was also too late to see a good Diamond Fuji effect. I have
selected 3 photos to show you from the batch of over 100 which I
took. This one (below) was taken at exactly 4:00 PM. Mt. Fuji is
partially covered in cloud, but you can surely see it. The sun is still
quite far to the left of the mountain – where will the sun disappear
on the mountain – left, right or center?
There is not space to show you the final photo which I selected
unless I go onto a new page and – with 32 pages so far this year, I
do not want to go to a new page. So, let’s call the above shot the
final photo for 2011 and end it here. I showed you 143 photos this
year. WOW!
So – MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY & PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR to all of you from Kazuya and myself!
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This year it’s
th
December 5 when I
am writing these first
th
words of the 18 Volume of this Annual
Letter. I say it every
year, but it absolutely amazes me that this is the
th
Where??
18 year of this same format! The arrow
?
sign image, the backgrounds, the headers
Been There!
and so on remain the same for another
year. I have all of the previous issues saved in
PDF files, just in case you’d like to see them
G oing T here
all from the previous years! In fact, the
?
composite PDF file, including all letters from
2002 through this one, is now on the website
and you can download the entire “book” if you want
to do so. Once again, I’m going to tell the story of
the year with pictures as much as I possibly can and
then I’ll create a PDF file and put it on the website,
where you can download it at your convenience. If
you prefer, I can e-mail it to you, but before asking
me to do so please ensure that you have a sufficient
space allocation to be able to receive it. This is A4 Size Paper so
when you print this on your printer using Adobe Acrobat Reader
and Letter Size Paper be sure that the “Fit to Page” box is checked.
I seriously wondered if I would even bother doing this for the 2012
happenings – nobody ever comments on it, I don’t even know if
anybody at all downloads it and reads it. This may be the final year
if I don’t get some comments this year. I’m going to try and keep it
short this year - Okay? Okay! Let’s get started!


2012 Draws
to a Close!

The photo just above is of a tree which has a LOT of snow in
its crotch. It was taken on our walk to Tsuru-No-Yu on December
31st.

The photo just above is me in one of the indoor hot springs at
Tsuru-No-Yu. The shot below shows what the Japanese can do
with snow banks and candles! Of course this was also at Tsuru-NoYu.

January Happenings
Kazuya and I started the year at Tsuru-No-Yu, the Hot Spring
of the crane, once again. We went there on December 31st and
stayed the night in the very same room we stayed in last year. That
was entirely by coincidence, we did not ask for the same room.
st
On the 1 we checked out and went to Funagata, Yamagata
Prefecture to visit Kazuya’s parents again and spend the first day of
nd
the new year with them. On the 2 we returned home to Mitaka.
I was working on another book during the first part of January
– it’s entitled “A Book of Anagrams – An Ancient Word Game” in
case you are interested. You can find it on Amazon.com, at Barnes
and Noble and other book stores. It’s available in both paper cover
and e-book editions. It is actually a pretty good seller – certainly
not on any top 100 lists or anything, but it generally sells 3 – 6 paper cover books per month and 10 or 12 e-book books per month.

On the way back to Mitaka from Kazuya’s hometown (Jan 2nd)
we went to a famous hot spring – the Naka-yama-Daira Hot spring.
The first photo on the next page shows the outdoor pool (Rotenboro) at that place.
th
Our next outing was on Sunday, January 8 . We took a trip to
Chiba Prefecture to a place where there were supposed to be an
abundance of daffodils in bloom. I was kind of unbelieving, it being
so early in the season and all, but Chiba Prefecture is warmer than
it is around here, so I considered it to be possible. Well, there were
lots if daffodils all right, it was rather amazing – all along this one
road which we hiked up for several kilometers it was daffodils!
On the next page you can see one photo which might give you
a small idea of what we saw. Also, on the next page is a map
which I pieced together from Google Earth which shows our travels
on that day. I don’t know what the scale is, but of course we started
at home, in Mitaka, and we went clockwise all the way down to Hota.
We hiked that road and back to the station and then we took a ferry
across Tokyo Bay to Kurihama and eventually we ended up back at
home. About the first time we have ever traveled in such a circle,
so I wanted to show you!

2

On January 15th we went to Mt. Takao and climbed to the top
and hiked to our favorite frost flower place. We did not find anything really amazing, so I will not include any photos from that outing. We had a good time though.
th
On January 29 we went out to the Okutama Area, took a bus
from there to the Mt. Kawanori trailhead and hiked up to Hyakuhiro
Waterfall. It had been colder than usual, so we expected to find
some good to great ice formations on the waterfall – we were not
disappointed.
In the next column you will find 3 photos from that outing. The
ice formations were the best we had ever seen here and the ice
cone at the bottom of the waterfall was, likewise, the biggest we
had ever seen.
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And, that’s all there is to say about the month of January.



February Happenings

Our next outing was on March 25th and we went to Mt. Takao,
and to Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro. We found Plum Blossoms, Veronica, a
very few Violets and Chrysosplenium album var. stamineum. I’ll
show you one photo of Chrysosplenium from that trip and that is all
– none of the violets photos were fantastic, so nothing to show.

There is not much at all to say about the month of February,
th
we did not do much at all. On February 5 we went on our bicycles
to Jindai Botanical Garden. Generally we can find the first plum
blossoms at this time of the year, but with our colder than normal
winter this year, there was not a single plum blossom to be found
on this trip.
th
On February 12 we took a bicycle ride to Nogawa Park, near
our house, to check on the progress of spring flowers there – not
much was to be found even yet.
So, what else did I do this month, well, I worked on a “A Book
of Anagrams – An Ancient Word Game: Volume #2”, obviously a
nd
2 book of Anagrams. I also ordered a new camera, a Fujifilm
Finepix HS20 EXR. It did not arrive until March and I ended up returning it – there were several things I did not like about it.
I also was working on another book “Forest Resource & Allowable Cut – Fairbanks Working Circle (Alaska”. This was a
work which I did while working for the Division of Forestry in Fairbanks. One of the professors at the University of Alaska – Fairbanks used this work as a textbook for his Forest Management
Class just after it was completed, so I thought that getting this work
back into print might be useful for somebody in the world. It has not
The next thing we did (March 30th) was go to a park not too far
been much of a seller, in fact it has not sold a single copy.
And, that’s all there is to say about February.
 away, but too far to go via bicycle, we traveled by train and then on
foot to Kyodo-No-Mori Park. This is a park which I generally just
call Bubaigawara Plum Blossom Park.
March Happenings
I was using my new camera here, not the Fujifilm Camera, but
the one I ordered to replace that one after I returned it. Now, and
Let’s hope that March was more exciting than February, eh!
for the remainder of this year, all of my photos were taken with a
On March 3rd Kazuya and I again went to Jindai Botanical Canon PowerShot SX40 HS Camera. I really like this camera exGarden and this time we found Plum Blossoms and lots of Witch cept for one thing – it is difficult to get it to focus when using macro
Hazel (Hamamelis sp.). The first photo I’ll insert is a Witch Hazel, a mode, but I manage with the manual focus mode. So, from this day
really beautiful little branch with yellow flowers on it.
I’m going to insert 2 photos, well actually 2 images. The first one is
a single photo, but the 2nd one is a 3 photo collage. Both of them
are of plum blossoms.

We also found the Adonis amurensis in bloom. That’s another
yellow flower which I’ll show you just below.

I am not sure that you can see enough detail in this small image to see that these are 3 different types of plums. Please study it
as closely as you can. I am not sure how much you can enlarge it
in Adobe Acrobat before it starts to become pixilated too badly to be
able to even be useful, but do your best. And, that’s all for March I
believe.
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So, below is the Chidorigafuchi Moat Area!

April Happenings
th

WOW! Three months have passed and I am only on the 4
page, that averages just 1 page per month so far! Hopefully I can
keep going at this clip.
Oops, doesn’t seem that way, I just looked at all of the photos
from April (2,685 of them) and I selected 9 which I want to show you,
so the month of April may take more than 1 page!
st
On Sunday, April 1 , we went out to the Mt. Takao Area once
again. We climbed Mt. Kagenobu and from there we hiked down
the Kogesawa (sawa = creek) trail. The first thing we found was
Cymbidium goeringii orchids in bloom (see photo). Anytime that
wild orchids can be found in the woods, it’s a good day!

Shinjuku Gyoen Park is shown below.

We took lots of pictures of violets, but I’ll do you the favor of
not showing you any. On the way down the Kogesawa Creek trail
we found a spot where we could see the moon through the beautiful
pink plum blossoms. I zoomed in to the moon and the plum blossoms are purposefully out of focus in the next photo.

Our next outing was on April 13th – once again to the Mt.
Takao Area. We went to the South Takao Area, an area which we
had never visited before. We got an abundance of flower photos
and we also saw a lake from the hills which we had never seen before. It was Lake Tsukui. I’ll show you one photo with some cherry
trees in it. You should keep in mind that I was looking through a
mile or more of haze, so that explains a lot about this photo.

Our next outing was specifically to see cherry blossoms. The
date was April 6th. We went to Chidorigafuchi Moat. That is the
moat around the imperial castle and the moat is surrounded by
cherry trees. It is probably one of the most amazing things to see in
downtown Tokyo, at least in the spring at cherry blossom season.
For the remainder of the year I don’t suppose that it’s worth making
nd
a special trip to see. This was only the 2 time we had gone there
for cherry blossom viewing (Hanami in Japanese). Of course with
that amount of beauty to be seen, there are way too many people
trying their best to muscle in for photo shots and getting in the way
and being obnoxious. We had a good time anyway.
On the same day we also went to Shinjuku Gyoen Park, which
was also quite impressive for the amount of cherry trees/blossoms
that could be seen. Something which just occurred to me this
month is that downtown Tokyo does not have any amazing places
to go and see maple trees in their autumn color glory. Somebody
forgot that people like fall colors too!

I was out of town teaching an intensive English Class In Hitachi City, Ibaraki Prefecture (Omika Station) for a week and Kazuya went out on the 15th, but I won’t show you any of those violet
and other flower photos.
st
Our next outing together was on April 21 and we again went
to the Mt. Takao Area. We climbed up the Hikage Creek trail to Mt.
Kobotoke-Shiro and then went to Mt. Takao. We found lots of violets and other great flowers. I’ll show you just one photo. It is of ICcho-Daira (Daira = plateau). The photo was taken from the Hikage Creek Trail and the flowers are Mountain Cherry. I-CchoDaira is between Mt. Kobotoke-Shiro and Mt. Takao. It is a nice
place to see, especially in the Mountain Cherry season. It’s also
near here that we find Frost Flowers.
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The final photo in the previous column is a beautiful shot of a
Viola eizanensis flower. This was not one of the new ones to us,
just a beautiful shot of an old species!
And, that’s all for April.


May Happenings
Well, just glancing at May, it looks like it was a rather busy
month – 2,600+ photos!
On May 2nd we took a night bus to Kazuya’s hometown of Funagata, in Yamagata Prefecture for our “Golden Week” holiday. We
rd
arrived in Funagata on May 3 at about 7:00 AM after riding the bus
rd
all night. We didn’t do much on the 3 as it rained pretty much full
th
time all day long. On May 4 it was still raining on and off, but we
We next went to the Kawaguchi Lake Area in Yamanashi Pre- went out near Kazuya’s house and found some flowers. Below is
fecture on April 28th and 29th. We stayed overnight in a Youth Hos- an Epigaea asiatica – such an amazing color!
tel. We found some new violets, or at least they were new to us,
but they were past their peak, so the photos were not as great as
they would have been if we had been there just a few days earlier.
Oh well, we can try again next year. Below are two nice photos of
Mt. Fuji, taken from different places.

And here are 2 images of a beautiful cherry tree.
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And here is a photo of Kazuya, Daigo and I (right to left) at the
Of those 2 images of the cherry tree just above – the first
nd
photo is as shot with the camera while the 2 image has been HDR summit of Mt. Mae-Kesamaru.
(High Dynamic Range) toned with Photoshop. For that effect I
greatly reduced the detail which is shown. I don’t know about you,
but I think it’s an impressive effect.
th
th
We returned home on May 5 and on the 6 we went out to
the Okutama Area and climbed up Ogouchi Pass and then continued on to Mt. Sougaku and then to Mt. Gozen. We got caught in a
couple of thunder storms and it was kind of scary being on a pretty
tall mountain with the thunder and lightning.
The below photo shows one scene which we were able to see
– the very light greens of spring are so beautiful.

As far as the overall trip, I cannot complain about anything, it
was interesting and it was a good climb and Daigo was a nice guy.
I enjoyed the day and the activity, but I expected to be more
amazed I guess. Daigo said that this was not a great year for the
Rhododendron flowers and that we should come back next year.
Hmmm, we’ll see. Below is another shot of pink flowers.

On May 12th we went to Mt. Mitake, Mt. Ohtake and that area.
Below is another shot of beautiful spring green colors from that trip.

On May 25th we headed for Oze National Park. That is the
place for amazing Skunk Cabbage scenes as well as other marsh
flowers. You may recall that Oze National Park is pretty much just
a huge marsh. Below is a photo of Skunk Cabbage (Lysichiton
camtschatcense) along the trail as we hiked in to the park.
Then, on May 19th we went to Gunma Prefecture and climbed
Mt. Mae-Kesamaru and Ato-Kesamaru with Daigo – a person who
Kazuya found on the internet who wanted a climbing companion,
had a car, etc. It was a good trip overall, but it had a few frustrating
moments for me. We went there mostly to see Rhododendron pentaphyllum var. nikoense – and that was just about all there was to
see, which was why I got frustrated. I mean, how many photos of
pink flowers can one take before getting bored.

We camped out in our tent. We arrived at the camp site at
about noon or so and it was raining. We waited in the hut there for
a while for the rain to let up and then we set up our tent. The rain
stopped, we got our tent set up in the best spot in the campground
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– as we were the very first ones there – and then we hiked out to
one of the best spots to see (in our opinion) wonderful skunk cabJune Happenings
bage plants. I won’t show you any photos from today, it was still
cloudy and the photos were not that great. The next day, though,
As I just said below – only about 1,300 photos were kept from
we had great weather and below is an interesting shot.
the month of June. We did have some excitement and some nice
outings, but it rained quite a bit so we did not take many photos and
we ended up keeping even fewer.
Okay, let’s get going with June. On the 2nd Kazuya and I went
out to Mt. Takao once again. In early June is the time to go out
there, hike up the trail through the deep, dark and old Cedar forest
and see/enjoy the Dendrobium moniliforme (Sekkoku in Japanese)
orchids. We were not disappointed. I’ll just show you one image –
it is a 4 photo collage. If you would like to see it in larger size then
please visit the June photos on the website.

You may recall the boardwalks in this National Park. Mt. Shibutsu is in the background and you may remember that we have
climbed that mountain two times in past years.

Then, on June 8th we got up at 3:15 AM and got ready, left for
our local train station and took trains to Chino, Nagano Prefecture,
arriving there at about 7:45 AM. We then took a taxi to MinotoGuchi and started climbing up towards Mt. Akadake. Mt. Akadake
is one of the peaks of Mt. Yatsugatake, and you may recall that we
have also climbed the Yatsugatake Mountains in previous years.
We started hiking at about 8:30 AM and the first thing we found of
note was Calypso Orchids (Calypso bulbosa var. speciosa). This
nd
was the 2 time in my life that I had seen these beautiful flowers. I
was just as amazed as I was the very first time I saw them, back in
2010. Below is one collage of this orchid.

The above shot is a nice one – bright sun, skunk cabbage and
Mt. Shibutsu in the background. Despite the rain on the first day,
we had a good time and we got some good photos. We’ll return to
Oze National Park again later on in the summer, in August, to give
you a hint, but we’ll go to a different area of the park – an area
we’ve never been to before.
And, that’s all for the month of May. Looking ahead, I see that
June was a lackluster month – only about 1,300 photos!
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WOW! That previous photo just fit exactly in the remaining 11:00 AM. The trail was much more scary than either one of us
remembered it being. Weird how the mind tends to get rid of that
space on page 7, nice!
nd
scary stuff.” The 2 night, we stayed at the Honzawa Onsen (Hot
Below is one more photo of the Calypso Orchid.
Spring) Hut. So, after being cold and a bit wet all day, it was great
to bathe and soak in a nice hot spring.
Below – another photo from the first day.

That one might be a bit large, but I believe it is worth the space
to show the entire plant. The leaves certainly leave much to be desired as far as attractiveness, eh!
We had pretty sunny skies on this first day of our climb and we
were able to get some nice photos, 3 more of which I will show you
in the next column. We stayed the night in the Mt. Akadake Summit
Hut (2,899 m = 9,511 ft), arriving there at about 4:10 PM. I was in
better condition this time than I was back when we climbed this
same route back in 2010. At that time this climb nearly killed me,
this time it only wore me out!
On the 2nd day, my Journal notes say that “…it rained most all
day long with a few breaks, none of which were very long”. So, we
nd
didn’t get many photos on the 2 day. Interestingly enough, another comment in my Journal is “…Hike down to the Lower Mt. Akadake Hut, continue from there to Mt. Sansha, and then continue to
Mt. Yokodake, and then on to Mt. Iodake, getting there at about
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The previous photo was one that was taken during a relatively
nd
clear weather period on the 2 day, as was the one just below. In
the below photo you can get an idea that it was rather cold though!

It was also rainy the following day – our 3rd day and also the
day we would be heading for home. Below is one example of what
rd
it looked like on the 3 day! If you are wondering, that is a nice little pond that you can barely see through the clouds.

Okay, that’s the end of June.



July Happenings
WOW! Only 499 photos come up for July, it may be a short
month! Okay, I found 5 photos which I want to show you.
On July 8th we took another trip to Jindai Botanical Garden on
Oh, I forgot, on the final portion of our hike, through a spruce
our bicycles. Below is a picture of a nice water lily at the pond. You
forest, I found a beautifully shaped old knot which was totally rotted
should note the perfect reflection of the flower in the water.
free of the surrounding wood. It had a sharp point and was rather
amazing – just the kind of thing I pick up when walking through the
woods! I worked on it for the next couple of months, sanding, more
smoothing with steel wool, finishing and more use of steel wool,
another coat of finish and yet another coat – I think I ended up giving it 12 coats of finish – with sanding and/or using steel wool between each coat. Then my friend Steve sent me a nice piece of
wood to use as a base. I also had to sand and finish that, but the
image below shows the end result – the same knot shot from 4 different sides of it. By the way, the name of this type of knot is a very
descriptive one – it is known as a “Powderhorn Knot”.

th

The week of June 17 I was once again teaching an intensive
class for Hitachi at their facilities in the Omika Area, so nothing was
th
th
done on Sunday the 17 . Our next outing was on June 24 – a trip
to Hondo-ji, or Hon Do Temple. We went there to view Hydrangea
and Iris Flowers – 2 examples follow.

At Jindai Botanical Garden there is a tropical plants greenhouse which we always go into when we are there. The next photo
shows an amazing number of fruits on a Cocoa (Theobroma cacao)
tree. It was not the first time we had ever seen fruits on this tree,
but it was the first time we had ever seen so many fruits on it. We
often wonder who gets to keep the fruits of the various trees and
plants which grow here.
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The next image is 2 shots which have been stitched together.
These 2 shots show the rose garden. The rose garden here is a
most amazing rose garden – so very many types of roses.

During the uneventful part of the month I was working on a
project to enlarge old photos which are shown on the website.
When I first started the website I always used photos which were
resized to 640 x 480 pixels to accommodate people who have slow
internet connections, but I believe that nowadays most people, if
not everybody, has a high speed connection – at least DSL speed.
So, in recent years I have been resizing all images to 800 x 600 pixels. Considering this, I went back through the older pages of the
website and worked on enlarging every photo which is shown to
800 x 600 pixels. I also posted photos from 2002 and 2003 on the
website. Previously the website only had photos from approximately December 2003 through the present. I stumbled on some
old photos which had been posted when my site was a geocities
site and they only allocated enough space so that I could have photos from 1 month. I went back through my old photos and found all
of those originals and also resized them to 800 x 600 pixels and got
them online. I doubt if any of you have looked at them, but maybe
somebody in the world has.
In late July I started going out and climbing Mt. Takao just
about every Friday – primarily just for conditioning. Kazuya started
working on Fridays and the weather was so very hot this summer
that we were not doing much on weekends, but I wanted to try and
maintain some semblance of being in fair to middling condition for
climbing. I didn’t take many photos, so I won’t bother to show you
any.
On July 29th we went out to Mitake and climbed Mt. Mitake.
We wondered if the Rengeshouma (False Anemone in English)
(Anemonopsis macrophylla) would be in bloom yet. They have a
Rengeshouma Festival in August, so we assumed we would be
early to find many flowers in bloom. We were correct, there were
very few in bloom. We did, however, find several very beautiful
Mountain Lily plants in bloom – very beautiful flowers, and nearly as
big as a person’s head. We got several photos of them. Although
several of them are quite nice, none were spectacular and therefore
I’ll show you none of them. The first photo in the next column is of
a butterfly on a yellow flower along the road through the housing
area at the summit of Mt. Mitake. The 2nd photo in the next column
shows one Rengeshouma flower. We also shot photos of Hydrangea, but I will not show you any of those either, in an effort to keep
this shorter than it has become in recent years.

And, that ends the month of July.



August Happenings
In August we managed to keep over 2,100 photos. We went
on a couple of very picturesque outings and had some amazing adventures.
Oh dear! I have just gone through and selected some photos
from August which I want to show you. There are 33 of them. I’m
going to select more carefully for just the best of the best! Okay,
now there are 23 photos which I want to show you. I think that is
manageable considering the scope of our travels and the amazing
sights we saw in August.
12/07/2012, 5:23 PM – we just had a pretty scary earthquake!
There are tsunami warnings out, but only for a 1 meter tsunami, so
nothing really bad should happen. Preliminary reports say the
magnitude was 7.3 – yeah, that’s scary! Oh, now they are estimating a tsunami up to 1.5 meters for some areas. Below are a couple
of screen captures from local TV stations.
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Both of the above screen captures show the height of the predicted tsunami at various locations as well as the magnitude of the
quake (7.3) and other information which I cannot translate (nor understand).
Okay, now maybe we can continue with the August adventures, photos and stories. As I said, I selected 33 photos from August that I wanted to show you, but then I culled some and got it
down to 23, maybe I can cull a couple more as I proceed.
I’ll hit 65 years of age this month, so on August 6th I applied for
Medicare. They called me on the phone a couple of days later to
confirm everything. I ended up with Medicare Part A only as Part B
is only good while a person is in the U.S.A. Later in the month I received in the mail a bunch of materials from Mitaka City and they
are charging me about $100/month for a new type of insurance for
people beyond the age of 65 – it greatly reduces the cost of health
care, seems kind of like Medicare Part B. Anyway…
th
On August 8 Kazuya and I took a night train to Hakuba, in
Nagano Prefecture for a climb in Japan’s Northern Alps Mountain
th
Range. We arrived at Hakuba Station on August 9 at about 5:30
AM. From there we took various means of transport and ended up
at the top of the lifts, gondola cars and so on at about 7:40 AM and
started hiking. The first photo below shows a view from the Gondola Car. It shows Mt. Shakushi (Shakushidake) and Mt. Shirouma
(Shiroumadake) – we’ll summit both of those mountains.

The next photo was taken on the following day – August 10th.
It is Bleeding Heart (Dicentra peregrina), one of my very favorite
flowers.

The 2nd photo (next column) shows a scene as we were climbing to Ooike (Big Pond) Hut, where we spent the first night. You
can see steam rising from the snowfields, or maybe it is clouds,
who knows. We had to cross the snowfield which you can see on
nd
the right side of the photo. In fact, the 2 photo in the next column
shows Kazuya as he was crossing that snowfield.
rd
The 3 photo in the next column shows Hakuba Ooike (Big
Pond) and the hut where we spent our first night on the mountain.
We ended up hiking for about 5 hours and 20 minutes on our first
day out – not bad considering that we spent the night on a train with
barely comfortable seats. There were no sleeping cars or anything
like that, just normal train seats, so we were not in the best of condition when we started climbing. Oh, by the way, we had climbed
this route once before – back in July, 2010, so we were a month
later this year.
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th

Continuing with August 10 now – the day that we will summit
Mt. Shirouma (Shiroumadake), as well as Mt. Korenge.
Below is a shot of Twinflower (Linnaea borealis)– not a very
common flower to see. We have only, in fact, seen it in two locations I believe – here and on Hokkaido when we climbed Mt. Asahidake. It’s impressive to see.

couple of mile side trip to find this flower, and it was only growing in
one relatively small area, very strange. There must be some either
very specific soil conditions in that area, or else some special micro-climate.

The next shot was the last time we saw the Hakuba Ooike (Big
Pond) as we neared Mt. Korenge (2,766 m = 9,075 ft). If you look
carefully you can still see the Hut where we stayed last night.

Now, in the next photo, out ahead you can see both Mt.
Shirouma (Shiroumadake) (on the right) and also Mt. Shakushi
(Shakushidake) (on the left).

In the next photo (next column) you have a beautiful view of Mt.
Shirouma (Shiroumadake), which is 2,932 m (= 9,620 ft) – a very
respectable mountain. It’s not a dangerous climb , at least not via
the route we used to get to it, it’s just long and arduous. On this
day we had good weather and we really enjoyed ourselves. It got
windy though – after we crossed Mt. Korenge we turned to a different direction and the Sea of Japan was visible to the east and we
surmised that the wind was blowing from the ocean. It was cold
and we had to bundle up with practically all of the cold weather gear
that we had with us. You can surmise that it’s cold from the 2nd picrd
ture in the next column. The 3 shot shows a flower – Scabiosa japonica var. alpina or Scabiosa japonica f. alpina, depends on which
website or which book you look at. Regardless, we had to take a

Okay, that’s 11 of the photos which I want to show you – only
12 more to go from the month of August – only 6 more from this adventure.
The next shot (following page) is of some kind of bird – a hawk
or falcon surely. We saw several of these birds while we were on
the side trip to find the Scabiosa sp. flowers. The wind was so
strong that it was possible for them to just hover in a single spot
and do nothing except remain stationary. We saw a couple of them
dive on mice or voles or whatever they were hunting. Don’t know if
they successfully caught their prey though.
The 2nd shot on the next page is a rare Gentiana algida plant
and flower. We have seen this species very few times.
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The 3rd shot in the previous row is a beautiful shot of some
th
Campanula chamissonis flowers and the 4 shot shows the summit
of Mt. Shirouma (Shiroumadake).
The first shot in this column shows Kazuya on the following
day as we crossed between Mt. Shakushi (Shakushidake) (2,812 m
= 9,226 ft) and Mt. Yari (Yarigatake) (2,903 m = 9,525 ft). We spent
nd
our 2 night at the Hut just below the summit of Mt. Shirouma and it
clouded up before we went to bed. It was mostly cloudy all of this
rd
3 day, but we did have a few periods of relative clear skies. It
never got sunny though.

The next shot shows the most amazingly orange lilies. These
are Lilium medeoloides. We found small areas of them between Mt.
Yari (Yarigatake) and our next destination – the Hakuba – Yari Onsen Hut, where we spent our 3rd night. After the cold weather and
cloudiness of today it was so very nice to end the day at a hot
spring and soak in the hot water for as long as we wanted to!

The photo just above was taken on our 4th, and final day. We
saw this scene as we descended to the bus stop from the Hakuba –
th
Yari Onsen Hut on August 12 . This apparently is Mt. Shakushi
(Shakushidake) as the creek on the right is called Shakushi Creek.
You can see people in this photo if you go to the website and find
this panoramic image. It can be found here if you’re interested:
http://danwiz.com/Sep2012/Aug12th059_060_Panorama_HakubaYariOnsenRC.jpg.

(Click the link or copy & paste into browser window)
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And, that ends our Northern Alps adventure for 2012. There
are, however, 6 more photos from August which I want to show you.
We had another Oze Adventure, but this time we went to a different
area of Oze National Park – an area where we had never visited
before.
So, the first photo below shows a scene with 3 Larch Trees at
Ozenuma (Oze Pond), which is on the extreme eastern side of Oze
National Park. Everybody who visits Ozenuma takes some photos
th
of these trees. This is now August 14 . We ended our Hakuba Adth
venture on August 12 and went home for one day and then traveled to Ozenuma via a night bus. We stayed in our tent for this adventure, so we had to take extra stuff – sleeping bags, tent, cooking
gear, food and everything. When we got off the bus to start hiking,
it immediately started raining. We debated about just turning
around and coming home, but it eventually stopped raining, and by
the afternoon it was actually nice weather.

By the way, if you’re wondering how we managed to get so
many days off work – this was our summer vacation.
The next photo shows a beautiful photo of Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium). There was one area here which had a considerable amount of Fireweed, but only one area.

The following shot (next column) is a beautiful one which
shows Mt. Hiuchigatake – a mountain which we had tentatively
planned to climb while we were here, but the weather forecast for
our 2nd day was for more rain, so we decided not to. In the foreground you can see a portion of the marsh.
nd
The 2 shot in the next column was taken near sunset time.
There were no clouds this night, so therefore there were no spectacular colors, but it’s still a nice shot showing Ozenuma, Mt. Hiuchigatake and some sun rays on the left side of the photo. That’s
the final photo which we’ll show you from this adventure.
st
On August 31 I made another conditioning trip to Mt. Takao.
rd
The 3 photo in the next column shows some interesting and attractive sun rays as seen from Mt. Takao on that day. By coincidence, this was a full moon day too – in fact it was a Blue Moon –
nd
the 2 full moon in a calendar month. One photo is shown, one
which I believe it a beautiful shot.
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Impatient Plant, but have you ever seen a white-flowered one before? We found this quite large field of Impatiens sp. and there
were precisely 2 white-flowered ones, so apparently they are quite
September Happenings
a rarity to see. We know this was the first time we had ever seen a
white one! In this image the top photo shows the white-flowered
Well, September will be another short month, we did not have one and the lower photo shows the usual pink-colored flower which
many adventures at all – in fact between the two of us we only we see. Have you ever seen a white-flowered one?
saved a total of about 540 photos.
Okay, I managed to pick out 7 photos from September which I
want to show you. Let’s start.
th
On September 7 I climbed Mt. Takao once again for conditioning, I took no amazing or exceptional photos and therefore I
won’t show any of them to you.
th
On Saturday, the 8 , we went together to Sayama-Shi (City)
and we went to Makibano-yu (hot spring). That is a really nice hot
spring and there is a whole big area of restaurants a large farmer’s
market and a pork processing plant attached to it, so we always buy
a bunch of fresh vegetables when we go there, as well as some
nice expensive slices of ham or some freshly made sausage of
various kinds and we have a good time. We go there only about 2
or 3 times a year, so it’s a special treat for us. There are a bunch of
separate hot baths, both indoors and outdoors and it’s very nice.
th
On the 14 (Friday) it was another conditioning trip to Mt.
th
Takao and no photos. Then, on the 16 Kazuya and I went to Mt.
Takao together because I told him how pretty the Susuki Grass was
(Miscanthus sinensis). Below is one photo of me walking along the
trail where it was at its thickest.
And that’s the end of August.

During the second ½ of September I found myself experimenting with a different set of stripes for future web pages. It took me
quite a few days and lots of experimentation and lots of adjusting of
We continued on and found more stuff, but let me insert one
shades with Photoshop before I was finally satisfied and changed.
more photo before I tell you.
On the 28th I again went to Mt. Takao for a conditioning hike
and I don’t have any photos from that day to show you.
th
On the 29 we took our annual trip to Kinchakuda to see the
amazing Cluster Amaryllis fields (Lycoris radiata). Let me insert
one photo before I run out of space on this page.

Well, actually I was hoping that there was enough space just
above to insert a different collage, but there was not, so I inserted
this photo that Kazuya took of me – you can see my new hat, which
Kazuya got me for climbing as a 65th birthday present. You can
also note that it must be hot and humid by the sleeveless T-shirt
I have 3 more photos from this outing which I want to show
and the towel hanging around my neck.
you. Maybe I’ll cut that back to only 2 photos, after all, how many
The next photo shows the most amazing plant we found this red flower photos do you want to see anyway. So, on the next page
day. You most likely recognize this plant as Impatiens sp. – the is one with Kazuya in it.
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This first photo – of a cacao tree (Theobroma cacao) is used
mainly for comparison with the very similar photo back on page 10,
th
which was taken on July 8 .

The next photo is the famous Jindai Botanical Garden Pampas
Grass (Cortaderia selloana) which I believe I show you photos of
every year. Generally I try to minimize the number of people in the
photos of this grass, but the number of people in this photo is good
to give you an idea of scale.

th

The photo just above shows you one which shows only red –
and actually only one shade of red. And, that’s all for September –
I decided against showing you one of the red photos!


October Happenings
Well, let’s take a quick look at October to get an idea how
much work this is going to take. At first glance it appears that there
are only a few more than 800 photos from October, and only 2 significant outings to speak about.
On October 2nd I ordered a new computer – a Toshiba Qosmio
X870-BT2G23 laptop computer. It’s really a high end computer and
it’s really nice – of course I am using it to write this Christmas Letter.
th
On the 12 I did another conditioning climb of Mt. Takao and
found the first fall colors. I posted 3 of the photos from this climb on
the website for November, but none of them are fantastic enough to
use here.
th
On the 13 we went to Jindai Botanical Garden and hiked
around there for a few hours. We took many photos of the rose
garden and a few inside the tropical greenhouse. I want to show
you 2 photos from that day.

On October 20 we took a trip to an entirely new place for us.
th
We took a train out to Fuji-san City and then a bus up to the 5 Station of Mt. Fuji. I was hoping we would find some autumn colors,
but Kazuya was very skeptical – he thought it was still too early. It
was beautiful, though, and we had a wonderful trip. This was the
first trip we had ever taken to Mt. Fuji. You probably have asked
yourselves many times why we have never climbed Mt. Fuji. The
answer is simple – it’s a matter of “traffic jams of people”. This
mountain has a ridiculous number of climbers during the limited
season when it’s safe to climb it and the mountain is high enough
so that many people use bottled Oxygen to help them, so people
are constantly stopping and resting, changing O2 bottles and whatever. You’re not supposed to pass on the trail, so if somebody
stops for 30 minutes somewhere on the trail ahead of you, then
everybody behind that person has to stop and wait for 30 minutes.
That is not our idea of fun.
th
The 5 Station is as high as you can go by bus, car, etc. so
that’s where we went. The elevation is 2,305 meters (= 7,562 feet)
– higher than many mountains we have climbed. It was cold and
sometimes windy and sometimes cloudy at this elevation. We got a
lot of good photos though!
The first photo on the following page shows some cute ponies.
They had these for people to ride. There were a few people riding
them too – a person led you down the trail a couple of hundred
nd
yards for ¥1,000 (around US$12). The 2 photo below shows a
beautiful red-leaved mountain ash (Sorbus commixta) shot against
rd
the green/blue colors of some conifer trees. The 3 shot shows the
yellows of some Japanese Larch (Larix kaempferi) plus the greens
of some conifer and plus the red-leaved mountain ash.
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The 4th photo in the previous row – the beautiful orange one –
shows the leaves and some fruits of the mountain ash (Sorbus
commixta). That’s an amazing color, eh!?
There are 4 more photos from this trip which I want to show
you. The next one shows yet more oranges of the mountain ash,
nd
plus some yellows of a birch tree. The 2 shot below shots reds,
rd
oranges and yellows and the 3 one shows Mt. Fuji with some nice
blue skies plus some yellow and orange leaves.

There is one more photo from this adventure which I want to
show you. Let me explain a little more about what we did on this
adventure first though. As you already know, we took a bus up to
the 5th Station. After we walked around there for an hour or so takrd
ing photos, we decided to hike down to the 3 Station via the road
part of the way and via a trail through the high elevation forest part
of the way. We had a good time on this outing and we were both
glad that I had this idea for a place to go on this day. We were fortunate that the weather cooperated with us and we were also fortunate that we did not choose to go about 3 weeks earlier, when I had
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first suggested it. This was one of the earliest dates we had ever
been able to photograph autumn colors. It was NOT the very earliest – if you go to the website and look at the photos taken during
September 2009 you can find autumn colors – that was the earliest
we ever found autumn colors.

Oh, by the way, the new computer arrived on October 23rd.
And that ends the October story and photos.


November Happenings
Let’s once again quickly look ahead and see how many photos
were taken during November and how many outings or adventures
we had. A quick glance says that we kept about 2,400 photos during the month of November – mostly autumn color photos, and that
rd
we took nice photos on November 3 on a trip to Yamanashi Prefecture to a place called Daibosatsurei, a few nice photos while on
th
Mt. Takao on November 9 , lots of photos were taken on November
th
10 while on a trip to the Okutama Lake Area and Mitake Area.
Then we have about 725 photos which were taken on November
th
18 during another trip to the Okutama, Higashi Nippara and Mitake
th
Areas. On the 24 we kept around 200 photos taken during a visit
to Nogawa and Musashino Parks. And, there is a very brief summary of the month!
Okay, I selected 24 photos from November which I wanted to
show you, but that’s too many, so I deleted some of them and at
this point I have it down to 18. Let’s see how it goes.
st
Oh, I just noticed that I ordered my new iPhone 5 on the 1 . I
just went to the shop to find out how much it might cost to upgrade
from my 4 year old iPhone 3G and discovered that the monthly bill
will be less that I was currently paying, so I said “let’s do it!” It’s
nice!
rd
On November 3 we took a trip to Yamanashi Prefecture and
took a bus to the starting point for climbing Daibosatsurei. We had
planned to climb to the top of this 2,056.9 m (= 6,748 ft) tall mountain, but when we got to the end of the bus line we noticed that
above us was pretty bare of leaves and that we had passed a lot of
beautiful color on the way up, so we hiked DOWN the road rather
than up the mountain. Below is the first photo I want to show you –
some nice colors!

The first photo in this column shows a beautifully colored red
maple tree. The 2nd photo shows the summit ridge of Daibosatsurei.
You’ll note that the colors don’t go very far up the mountain, so
maybe now you can see why we decided to hike down the road
rather than climb the mountain. Possibly we would have had some
good views from up there on the mountain, but most likely we would
rd
have been disappointed. The 3 shot shows Kazuya and a huge
thistle. The thistle is probably a Fuji Thistle (Cirsium purpuratum),
but I am not 100% sure of that.
The next photo (next page) shows an extremely beautiful shot
of red maple leaves, and that is the final shot from our Daibosatsurei adventure. Out of about 650 photos from this trip it’s
amazing that I was able to select just 4 photos to show you, don’t
you think?
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Our next outing was again to search for autumn colors and it
was the following weekend, on November 18th. We returned to the
Okutama Area and then took a bus to the Nippara Area. The first
photo below shows Inamura Iwa (Iwa = rock). Unfortunately the
peak of autumn colors had already passed this area, but this is still
a beautiful photo.

On November 9th I went out and once again climbed Mt. Takao
for conditioning, and also to see how the fall colors were progressing. I got some good photos and I selected one of them to show
you. This shows a beautiful mix of red and yellow leaves.

On the following day, Saturday the 10th, Kazuya and I went out
to the Okutama Lake Area and then to Mitake, where the famous
Ginkgo tree is at, but things were not yet at their peak and I have
th
selected only 2 photos from the 10 which I want to show you. The
first one shows a “Winter Cherry” blossom against the fall colors
nd
and the 2 one is self explanatory.
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Okay, some additional explanation for the photos in the prevind
ous column. The 2 shot in the column is still near Nippara and
nd
shows a steep rocky area. The 2 shot is a beautiful red-leaved
rd
maple tree. The 3 and final shot in the previous column is a shot
of the brick red needles of some Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum) trees.
The next photo, more beautiful red-maple leaves, was taken at
th
Mitake on the same day – the 18 .
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The previous 2 photos are of the Famous Ginkgo Tree at Mitake, so you should recognize the tree and the place after all of
these years.
Okay, now there are 3 more photos from November which I
have selected to show you. They were all taken on November 24th
when we bicycled to Nogawa and Musashino Parks, 2 parks near
our apartment which are separated only by a road. The first shot
below, with the amazing oranges, is a Zelkova serrata tree.

The red maple photo above this one shows a row of maples
which run along the bicycle path and are very beautifully red at this
time of the year. The photo immediately above this text is an amazingly colored one – red, orange and even a little bit of yellow. And,
that was the final November photo which I wanted to show you,
which means that November has finished and at this point there is
only one more month to tell you about. So, let’s finish off November
and start December.
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December Happenings
th

Today is December 17 . At this point there have been 2 outnd
ings in December. We went out on December 2 to Tonogayato
Gardens in Kokubunji for Autumn Color viewing and we went out on
th
December 8 to Jindai Botanical Garden for the same purpose. As
of today, about 630 photos have been taken in December. Let me
try to find a few of the best to show you.
Okay, I have selected 10 photos from so far in December to
show you. The first 5 of them are from our visit to Tonogayato Garnd
dens on December 2 . The first image, below, is actually a 2 shot
panorama and despite the fact that this day was 100% cloudy, the
colors are amazing.

The first photo in this columns shows a great variety of colors
too. The 2nd photo shows one of the smaller goldfish ponds with
some fish swimming around and a lot of red maple leaves.
Now let’s go to Jindai Botanical Garden for a few fall color
th
shots. The date now is December 15 .

Although the colors here were mostly already lying on the
ground, we did find some individual very nice trees and small
places which were still very nice. The photo above is one example
of a small area which still exhibited some really fantastic colors.
The first image on the following page is another 2 shot panorama – 2 portrait mode photos have been put together to make this
very nice image. The 2nd image on the next page shows the same
The image above this one is a 3 photo panorama. It is more trees as the image above it, but it was taken from just about 180
rd
nd
or less the same area as the first image, but instead of being por- degrees opposite to the one above it. And, the 3 (2 column) imtrait mode it is landscape mode. The image just above is amazing age on the next page shows a very nice area of yellow leaves with
some green leaves behind them.
for the variety of colors shown – orange, red, purple, green, etc.
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There is one more photo from this date which I want to show
you. It’s a nice color contrast between blue sky and ripe persimmon (Diospyros virginiana) fruits. Surprisingly, it was taken in an
area which is filled with homes and wires, a location where I would
usually probably not even attempt to take a photograph. For this
photo, however, I zoomed in quite a bit and managed to get above
all of the wires, the house roofs and everything else and only captured the sky and the persimmon fruits and I was quite pleased with
the result. That is the first photo in the next column.
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Okay, as of this time and date (12:01 PM, 12/17/2012) that is
the story I have to tell. I hope that we can get out one more time for
some frost flower and Diamond Fuji photos and maybe include
some of those photos here, but who knows what may or may not
happen!? Whatever happens though, I am not going to post this
until closer to the end of the month.
Well, it did not happen. Today is 12/23/2012 and Diamond
Fuji is passed for this year. It was cloudy and rainy for the few days
when it could be seen. I went out to Mt. Takao on the solstice and
it was 100% cloudy. Therefore – time to end for this year.
So – MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR to all of you
from Kazuya and myself! 

& Kazuya

